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Mary Greensted, the leading authority on Ernest 

Gimson, has confirmed that the chair pictured on the 

right is an early piece of Ernest Gimson’s work. The 

chair has always been referred by Society members as 

the Gimson chair. However it was thought that it was so 

called because the longstanding president, Sydney 

Gimson, used it at meetings. It turns out that it was 

designed by his brother Ernest, who was a pioneering 

architect and designer.

Mary Greensted has been to see it and says it was the 

first piece of furniture exhibited by Gimson at the 1890 

Arts & Crafts exhibition in London. It is a complex 

design and It was made 

by J. Britnell. She is sure that it is the same chair referred 

to in a letter to Sydney Gimson dated 12.9.1890: 

'I will keep the chair for you with pleasure. It is for one great 

fat man or two thin ones. Shall you like its being the natural 

colour of the wood? It is made of beech with an elm seat and 

yew tree sticks, the colour and graining are very lovely and 

not at all like Billson's table.' 

The table mentioned in the letter is stored at the Secular 

Hall and was the speakers’ table in the Lecture Hall 

before it became a ballroom.

 very different to his later chairs. 

Sydney Gimson Chair is also an Ernest Gimson Chair
Expert confirms that the:

Above: Ernest’s letter. Right: Walter Crane’s design for the 
exhibition where the chair was exhibited
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Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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The next copy deadline is Friday 29th January 2016. We 
welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems, news, 
cartoons, etc. You can send via the Hall or email:

Please include photos where you have them. Aim to 
write less than 700 words, although longer articles may 
be accepted if appropriate. Please ensure they are 
submitted well ahead of the deadline. 

secularist@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

N e x t E d i t i o n

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."
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Sunday 27th November 6.30pm 
Anu’s feast 

A social evening & fund raiser. Come 
and enjoy an Indian meal (vegetarian 
and non-vegetarian). Licensed bar. 
Entertainment by the Magic Prince. 
Tickets: £10 (50 places only) Book on 
07989 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday evenings

We still need some more help on Sunday evenings 
so that current volunteers can sometimes get the 
chance to talk to other members, take a break (or 
even retire!)

In particular we need someone to be willing to 
make the tea and help stack the dishwasher at the 
end of meetings.  This would be on an occasional 
basis.

Lettings

from Gillian Lighton


