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Preaching to the unconverted 

On Sunday 20th April a well-known radical Islamist 
and judge of a Sharia Law court held a talk at 
Leicester's Secular Hall.  Abu Wafaa, or Anjem 
Chaudhary as he is also known,* spoke about 
Sharia Law and the gathering totalled around ninety 
(of whom about 3/5ths appeared to be Muslim and 
2/5ths appeared to be secular).  The talk was 
fascinating to me not because of its actual content 
(which argued, rather unconvincingly I felt, that a 
Sharia society is the best kind of society) but 
because of the mirror it held up to the audience.  
For Chaudhary’s talk revealed much more about 
those provoked into responding to him, walking out, 
or cheering him on than the illogical preacher 
himself. The speech initiated a wide range of 
reactions from the mixed audience: nods of 
agreement from the angry bearded youths; heckling 
from a few secularists (some of whom after 
ridiculous amounts of harrumphing walked out) and 
respectfully patient gritting of teeth from others, to 
the noisily bored children and the deafening silence 
of the docile women sitting at the very back. 

I thought the meeting was interesting because of 
these reactions but moreover a great success when 

the hour or so of conversations and arguments that 
followed are considered. (I must add it was a great 
shame the majority of Muslim women did not stay 
for these.)  I got the impression the majority of 
attendees went away (some as late as three hours 
after the talk began) re-thinking previous 
assumptions: many secularists, but unfortunately 
not those who walked out, understood more about 
Sharia Law and also a particularly virulent type of 
Islam; and crucially many of the Muslims 
understood more about secular views and 
secularism. 

The Secular Hall is exactly the place for this kind of 
meeting and I hope similar meetings will be 
organised in the future. The Society needs to be 
strong enough to open up to its surrounding 
communities and with open arms welcome them to 
share their truths with our own.  Walking out and 
away from an argument is no way to win it. 

Barry Norris 

*For more information visit http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Anjem_Chaudhary.  Alternatively, you could 
watch this revealing episode of Newsnight from 
February 2006: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/
programmes/newsnight/4700976.stm 

Forthcoming Events 

Sunday 18th May, 6.30pm at the Hall - the “C-Change Project” – Margaret Fleming will give a talk on 
climate change.  What can be done without causing despair? 

Tuesday 20th May, 7.30pm at The Park,  5-9 Hotel Street, Leicester, LE1 5AT, Skeptics in the Pub 

inaugural meeting with Dr Simon Singh looking at alternative medicines: “Trick or Treatment?” Free entry. 

Sunday 25th May, 6.30pm at the Hall - The ‘Nueva Esperanza’ Project, El Salvador  - Caroline Moles 
and Michael Gerard report on their recent visit.  

Thursday 29th May, 7.30pm at the Hall - members only IDEAS Group - Peter Thompson asks “Should 

scientific investigations and applications be controlled?”  (N.B. This is a new date) 

Sunday 1st June, 6.30pm at the Hall - “Philosophical Counselling” - Mark Ure is a herbalist counsellor 

Sunday 8th June, 6.30pm at the Hall - Film: "They get free mobiles, don't they…?" A film of the Banner 
Theatre presentation exploring the myths of asylum seekers’ lives - and the stark reality. 

Sunday 15th June, 6.30pm at the Hall - Red Leicester Choir perform a selection from their repertoire.  

Thursday 19th June, 7.30pm at the Hall - members only IDEAS Group - John Sargeant will open a 

discussion on John Rawls’ political theory, “Justice as Fairness” -  the biggest liberal idea since 1945. 

Sunday 22nd June, 6.30pm at the Hall - "A Tour Round the Solar System and It's Future" - Ann Bonell 
is a teacher and lecturer in Leicester and is President of Leicester Astronomical Society.  Her presentation 
will illuminate our neighbours in space. 

Sunday 29th June, 6.30pm at the Hall - Headstrong session    

Sunday 6th July, 6.30pm at the Hall - "Blasphemy and the Law". Veronica Matthew, lecturer in law at De 
Montfort University, brings her knowledge and experience to bear on this topical subject. (N.B. New date.) 

Sunday 13th July, 6.30pm at the Hall - Music Recital for French Horn and Piano.  Simon Locke - French 
horn.  Simon Locke is one of the finest professional horn players in the Midlands.  His professional life 
includes teaching, recording, symphonic and recital work.  Pianist and programme to be announced.   

Thanks to the two Michaels and all the other helpers for putting such an interesting programme together  



Local opposition to religious schools grows 

The City of Leicester NUT recently put forward a motion 
for the NUT Conference that included the statement that 
“Conference believes that the long term aim of the Union 
should be the establishment of a single, secular 
comprehensive state education system” and “… asserts 
that education segregated on the basis of faith, ethnicity or 
social class undermines community cohesion.” 

It also contained the  proposal that …”Conference instruct 
the Executive to … Campaign actively against the opening 
of any future schools that are controlled or sponsored by 
religious organisations.” 

The proposal did not make it to the Conference floor but it 
shows that many teachers in Leicester are with us on this 
important issue. 

Kerrigan Rudon 

YOUR ADVERT HERE     ! 

We have our first advertiser!  Now why don’t you think what 

you can advertise - and help subsidise the newsletter at the 

same time?  It might be your own business services, or 

something to sell, or an offer of a barter, or a job vacancy, 

volunteer request, volunteer offer, swaps, etc.  Our rates: 

1/8 page=£4; 1/4 page=£6; 1/2 page=£10;  

full page=£16 

A l l  c op y  t o  Ha r r y  a t  t he  Ha l l  o r  t o 

harry.perry1@btinternet.com, by June 13th please. Cheques 

must be sent to John Catt or HP c/o the Hall. 

 

Apology 
 

‘I’m sorry’, I said, 
‘that you haven’t any arms. 
 

If it was up to me 
you’d be playing in the street 
 

or on the banks of the river 
or pretending to play for your country 
 

who have just won the Asiatic Cup. 
Listen to the rejoicing in the street 
 

below your hospital bed 
 

as I listen to the larks on Penrhys mountain 
three thousand miles away. 
 

I must tell you 
I had no part in it 
 

tried, with millions of others, 
to stop the whole business 
 

but I am no holder of State office, 
merely an old man 
 

whose demonstrations, letters of protest, 
they disregarded. 
 

Some day, I hope, 
they will fit metal arms 
 

to your stumps.  They are very clever 
at doing such things nowadays. 
 

My sorrow is worthless, 
my anger goes un-noticed. 
 

When the sliver of moon 
appears between the fine tracery 
 

of branches outside my window, 
I will think of you. 
 

That, now, is all I can do, 
and continue to offer my apologies 
 

on behalf of those who won’t; 
or, have forgotten what they did to you… 
 

whether they be heathen, protestant, 
or have recently become Catholic 
 
Huw Watkins © 2008 
 
When will Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, Wolfowitz, 
Bolton, Blair, Hoon, plus all the gullible Labour 
and Tory MPs, who sanctioned the murder of so 
many innocents in Iraq, be brought to trial or be 
required to make reparations? 
Huw 

Advertiser’s announcement 

Alternative Bookshop Online 

www.alternativebookshop.com 

 

 

 

Most of the alternative bookshops started in the 

nineteen-sixties have disappeared.  Now, once again, 

Alternative Bookshop Online makes available the 

publications that the mainstream bookselling chains 

don't stock.  What's more, you can select and buy 

these texts from your home or wherever you've got 

access to the internet.  Your orders are despatched 

directly to you. 

You can choose from a wide selection of alternative 

publications arranged in over thirty subject categories. 

Our catalogue is being continually updated and 
expanded and we want you, the readers, to help us to 
add publishers and titles to it.  

Alternative Bookshop Online can be contacted at: 

contact@alternativebookshop.com 

or at: 0115 912 7697 

Angel therapy is ... 
a New Age psychotherapy based on the notion that 
communicating with angels will facilitate healing 
because the angels will guide the patient in the right 
direction. 
Doreen Virtue, Ph.D., is the author of several books 
on healing with the angels and seems to be the 
leading proponent of angel therapy.  She has a 
doctorate in Counselling Psychology from somewhere. 
From “The Skeptics Dictionary” by Robert Todd 
Carroll, creator of www.skepdic.com 



A series of short biographies of prominent Leicester 
Secularists by member Ned Newitt 

Michael Wright 

Owenite, Secularist, Republican and Manufacturer 

Michael Wright was a prosperous manufacturer who 
was a key figure in Leicester’s radical politics of the 
1870s. He was born in Cheadle in 1818 and went to 
work in a tape factory at the age of seven. Ten years 
later, he moved to Leicester where he became a 
follower of Robert Owen. Before its collapse in 1841, 
he spent 18 months working on the unofficial Owenite 
Community at Manea Fen. 

Wright then worked in a weaving mill in Manchester 
where he joined in the anti corn law agitation. He 
subsequently became a manager of a silk weaving firm 
in Foleshill and at the request of T.W. Hodges, who 

had been a fellow socialist at Manea Fen, he moved 
back to Leicester to manage Hodges’ new elastic web 
factory on the Welford Road. 

Wright was a total abstainer for the greater part of his 
life and a vegetarian. He was attracted by G.J. 
Holyoake’s Secularist doctrines and was described as 
being ‘less extreme as many in the Secular Party.’ He 
helped re-establish the Secular Society in 1867 and 
was active in the Leicester Republican Association. He 
was one of the leaders of the anti-vaccination 
movement and, in 1870, he advocated the exclusion of 
theological teaching from the new Board schools. He 
was elected to the Board of Guardians in 1873 and 
gave his support to working men candidates in local 
elections. After Josiah Gimson, he was the second 
largest shareholder in the Secular Hall. 

The formation of Charles Bradlaugh’s National Sunday 
League led to a running battle between Freethinkers 
and Sabbatarians. In the 1870s, Wright together with 
other secularists, agitated for the Sunday opening of 
Leicester Museum, though this was not achieved until 
1891. 

Despite his role in radical politics, Wright was not a 
friend to the trade unions. During a strike at Hodges’ 
factory in 1864, Wright opposed the union’s claim 
because he believed that “the trades union was 
attempting to tyranise over and dictate to employers as 
to how they should conduct their business.” Soon after, 
Wright became a successful elastic web manufacturer 
on his own account. 

In January 1874, at his son’s wedding, Wright 
announced the ‘union of his workpeople with the firm.’ 
A system of co-partnership was to be adopted by which 
his workers would be paid a share of the profits. 
However during the summer of that year, the Elastic 
Web Manufacturers’ Association began a seven week 
lock-out of the workforce in order to break the weavers’ 
union. Wright was an active member of the 
Manufacturers’ Association and bitterness and wage 
cuts followed the lock-out. Not surprisingly, the co-
partnership scheme foundered. Wright died in 
September 1881, six months after the opening of the 
Secular Hall. Thomas Wright, one of his sons, was an 
active Secularist, taking part in the Secularist Cricket 
Club’s battle with Sabbatarians.  

Sources: Midlands Free Press, 10th January 1874 and 24th 
September 1881 (obit); F. J. Gould, The History Of The Leicester 
Secular Society, 1900; Bill Lancaster, Radicalism Co-operation and 
Socialism; George Jacob Holyoake, The History of Co-operation, 
1875; David Nash, Secularism, Art and Freedom. 

A challenge to male members 

Whilst driving through the city this week I passed a car 
the driver of which was wearing a full facial mask with just 
a slit for the eyes.  This is about the third time that I have 
encountered this phenomena.  It is doubtful that fashion 
dictates this mode of dress but people are entitled to 
wear what they want within certain limits.  Or are they?  
My thought is, if a man were to cover his face, with say a 
balaclava with just a slit for the eyes, and then either 
drove or walked around town … how long would it be 
before a police constable might apprehend him, in 
perhaps a none too gentle manner, and escort him to the 
nearest police station to answer questions regarding his 

mode of dress and his reasons for 
adopting it?  Indeed the police 
response and the consequences, 
for the man, might be a great deal 
more serious.  Should we then as a 
society accept a dress code for 
women that is not also available to 
men?  In the interests of research I 
am prepared to go out on a limb 
and PROVIDE THE HEADWEAR - 
is anyone willing to provide the HEAD?  Volunteers 
please contact Harry and he will put us in touch. 

Sam Turner 



The ‘Barnum Effect’ 

We often wonder why so many people believe the 
offerings of psychics and astrologers - not to 
mention many other nice things said about them.  
The explanation is the "Barnum Effect". This gets 
its name from P.T. Barnum’s famous saying 
"There's a sucker born every minute." The Barnum 
Effect is not just a reference to people's gullibility, 
however, but specifically to people's predilection to 
believe positive statements about themselves, 
even when there is no particular reason to do so! 

LSS is a company limited by guarantee Reg. No 06292639 with its registered office at the address on page 1 

A review of the IDEAS group on Logic  

George defined logic as being the presenting of an 
argument in simple step-by-step stages, so that 
anyone who accepts the initial assumptions and the 
logical steps must also agree with the conclusions 
reached. He cited Euclid's "Elements" and the "one 
long argument" of Darwin's "Origin of Species" as 
exemplars.  His thesis was also that what Richard 
Dawkins calls the moral "Zeitgeist" as shown by 
progress in women's suffrage, anti-slavery, anti-
racism, human rights, conservation, etc. are also 
driven by the power of logic, as well of course as the 
bravery of individuals prepared to argue and suffer for 
these causes.  

June Newsletter Deadline 
The Editor is having a break from it all before the next edition so it may be a little late in coming out.  The deadline for  
items will be Friday 13th June.  Brighten my return by ensuring my mailbox is stuffed with more than spam. Thanks. 

Impressions of China 

A summary of the talk given at the Hall on 16th March, by Anthony and Veronica Matthew. 

Our slideshow with a commentary was based on two visits to China, one in July 2006 starting from Shanghai on 
the east coast and taking a loop inland, the other in January 2008 in the southern part of Yunnan, which is in the 
southwest of China bordering Burma, Laos and Vietnam.  Each trip was not much more than two weeks and 
allowed only a superficial view of the country since we do not speak or read Chinese and had very few 
conversations with local people.  On the other hand we were free to go where we liked with only a guidebook to 
lead us - and that was indispensable since often the only way of communicating was to point to a place in the 
book where what we wanted was written in Chinese. That simple technique took us to a series of towns large and 
small several hundred miles apart, generally without making any arrangements in advance. 

We were certainly not the only tourists as the Chinese are themselves enthusiastic travellers and we spent a good 
deal of our time seeing picturesque places, temples, lakes and mountains which were very popular.  There were 
comparatively few other westerners, and many of them were working in China rather than coming there as 
tourists.  Some of our time was in big cities, Shanghai, Nanjing and Hong Kong, which allowed some view of 
ordinary life in the street (and more of it is in the street in China than in England) but we rarely saw inside people's 
homes or schools or where they worked, except for those working in the fields.  Of course our photographs also 
tend to show the picturesque scenes and so our audience may have come away with a view of China 
considerably more charming than the overall reality. 

Although the photos showed archetypical Chinese mountains in the mist, ancient temples and yellow robed 
monks burning incense, our strongest impression was of rapid change.  In Shanghai the Pudong area rivals 
Manhattan but was only rice fields and riverside warehouses twenty years ago.  Multiple motorways are being 
built in all directions, the rail service between Shanghai and Nanjing was most impressive, the new underground 
system in Nanjing even more so.  Even a small market town in Yunnan, where buffalo were being driven down the 
main street, had a new bus station with computerised ticketing.  There is of course a human cost to all this, with 
huge numbers of migrant workers doing the heavy tasks with few rights and an increasing inequality of wealth, but 
as a tourist one gets only a few glimpses of that. We hesitate to recommend any country to others as a place to 
visit since ideas of what counts as fun vary so much.  However, China is a vast country of inexhaustible interest, 
not too difficult for the unaccompanied traveller, and not at all expensive unless you really set out to spend 
money.  A trip of a month or two would still leave the air fare as more than half the cost and you certainly would 
not run out of new things to see. 

Prize Puzzle 

In the last issue I noted that 37 counters can be arranged 
to form either a hexagon (with 4 along each side) or a six-
pointed star (with 3 along each side). The question now 
is: Can any other number form both a hexagon and a 
star?  If so what is the next case?  

George Jelliss 

 

Last month’s prize winner 

The only correct entry to the shaped numbers puzzle in 
the last edition came from Martin Ward.  Congratulations 
Martin - we hope you enjoy reading “The Anthropology of 
Numbers” by Thomas Crump.  Thanks to George for 
setting the puzzle and Harry for donating the prize. 



Spring cleaning the Hall 

Have you noticed that the Hall is looking a little 
tidier these days?  Diane and Alan Waring and I 
have been having a bit of a go and lots of junk has 
disappeared, along with bits of Blue Tac, sticky 
tape and Christmas decoration (don’t ask).  The 
leaflet shelves have been purged of out-of-date 
and irrelevant stuff too. 

But we cannot rest yet.  A number of tasks could 
make a big difference without too much effort or 
expense.  For example:  

• Scrubbing down the paintwork to remove grime 

• Cleaning the glazed doors of the bookshelves 

• Removing cobwebs from the toilets and kitchen 

• Rehanging doors so they close properly 

• Improving security of entrance doors 

• Re-organising the key cabinet and labelling keys 

• Polishing the wooden floor 

• Scrubbing the tables and chairs 

• Installing a decent notice board 

• Updating fire signage 

Yes, I know, there is the grand plan for a complete 
refurbishment but that, even if the bids are 
successful, is likely to be two years away.  I don’t 
think we can wait for that possibility.  I think we 
need to act now to brighten the place up and make 
new members feel that we care just a little bit - and 
that we have moved from the 19th to the 20th 
centuries.  (No, we can’t aspire to the 21st just 
yet.) 

The question is - can you, yes YOU, spare 
some time to help out?  Even a half-day would 

make a difference. 

If you are reasonably fit and have a bit of time to 
offer or have relevant skills and equipment, then 
please get in touch with me.  Once we have a few 
volunteers we can plan sessions and tasks around 
the activities that take place in the Hall. 

We are worth it! 

Please contact me on 07795 097635 or at 
harry.perry1@btinternet.com and I will pull it all 
together. 

Many thanks,  Harry Perry 

Headstrong session 4th May 

Around a dozen members attended the “Headstrong” session at 
the hall on Sunday 4th May and enjoyed a freewheeling 
discussion that ranged from miracles and the creation of saints 
through to the conflict between ridiculing religion on the one 
hand and persuading religious people to support the separation  

of church and state on the other.  Is it possible to do both? 

Wilf was again generous to a fault with his incredible historical 
knowledge.  A discussion about giving and taking offence ended 
with a well-supported suggestion that we should contribute to 
next year’s Leicester Comedy Festival with “An Offensive 
Evening” of religious jokes at the Hall. 

Finally - the blasphemy law gets  

the last rites 

The House of  Commons voted 

overwhelmingly on Tuesday 6th May 2008 to 

support the abolition of the common law 

offences of blasphemy and blasphemous 

libel.  This was the final stage in the Criminal 

Justice and Immigration Bill, and the 

amendment was carried by 378 votes to 57.  

The Bill received the Royal Assent on 

Thursday 8th May, so the blasphemy law is 

now officially dead and buried. 

At 6.30pm on Sunday 6th July, at the Hall, 

Veronica Matthew will be reviewing the 

history of the blasphemy laws and the 

current situation regarding religious 

offences. 

This will be a good opportunity to reflect 

back on the sacrifices of many of our 

predecessors as part of the long struggle for 

the abolition of these sectarian laws - now 

finally achieved. 

Thanks to the Revd. Tim Gibson for this Christian 
cartoon.  It shows you don’t have to be Danish (or 
atheist) to perpetuate offensive stereotypes. 

Progress on the modernisation project 
The Heritage Lottery Fund is considering our application 
for a Project Planning Grant.  We hope to hear the 
outcome some time in June.  The Leicester Rationalist 
Trust has agreed to grant the Society a long lease on the 

building in order to facilitate the application - and the 
refurbishment.  If our bid for funding is approved the next 
step will involve consultation with members about the 
future of the Society and its use of the Hall.   
Harry Perry 



Quote of the month 

“How could an omnipotent god make immutable laws of 
nature yet still be omnipotent?”  

Sam Turner 

UK version of Camp Quest  

is looking for volunteers 

Camp Quest is the first residential summer camp in the 
history of the United Kingdom for the children of Atheists, 
Agnostics, Freethinkers, Humanists, Secularists, Brights, 
or any other term that might apply to those who hold to a 
naturalistic, rather than supernatural, world view. 

The purpose of Camp Quest is to provide children of 
freethinking parents a residential summer camp dedicated 
to improving the human condition through rational inquiry, 
critical and creative thinking, scientific method, self-
respect, ethics, competency, democracy and free speech 

(alongside the usual physical activities of canoeing, 
archery, etc).  Camp Quest was first held in 1996 in the 
United States and was operated by the Free Inquiry Group 
Inc. (FIG) of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky.  The idea 
for the project originated with Edwin Kagin and he and his 
wife Helen served as Camp Directors for the first ten years 
of the original Camp Quest, retiring at the end of the 2005 
camp session.  Camp Quest UK will hold its first summer 
camp in 2009 and we are looking for volunteers who would 
like to assist within the charity organisation. 

For more information please visit www.camp-quest.org.uk 
or email info@camp-quest.org.uk.  

Please name the newsletter 

Ned Newitt thinks we ought to give the newsletter a 
name.  He suggested “The Leicester Reasoner” as a 
link to our past.  Others suggest we have something 
more modern and forward-looking.  The Board 
considered the matter at its last meeting and thought it 
a good idea but decided to ask you to make the 
suggestions.  With the right name and continuing 
growth we can think about turning the newsletter into a 
publication with a much wider readership too. 

So, please send your ideas to me, and the Board will 
then reduce them to a shortlist on which members will 
be invited to vote. 

You can get them to me via the Secular Hall, or by 
phon i ng  07795  097635  o r  ema i l i ng : 
harry.perry1@btinternet.com.  By Friday 13th June 
please.   

Thanks 

Harry 

Skeptics in the Pub 

A Leicester group of Skeptics in the Pub is just starting.  
The first event is being held at The Park, 5-9 Hotel Street, 
Leicester at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th May.  We have 
been lucky enough to get Dr Simon Singh to talk about 
alternative medicines for our launch event! 

Subsequent events will be in the Rutland and Derby on 
Millstone Lane on the third Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm.  Speakers will normally be arranged to speak on 
a topic such as religion, ghost hunting, alien abductions, 
holocaust denial, etc, followed by open discussion.  When 
speakers are not available a topic will be introduced for 
g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n .  P l e a s e  e m a i l 
leicesterskeptics@googlemail.com for more information.  

Simon Perry 

The Jesus Restaurant (1):  ‘Sorry Simon – you’ve got to do better than this!’ 

It is with reluctance I have to reply to Simon Perry’s article in the last issue in which he tries to give evidence of the 
devil of “Socialism” in the Society.  He gives a catch-all definition of “socialist” influence as follows “wherever the 
Society allows itself to be used as a platform for typically socialist, rather than secularist political issues”.  He still 
has not been able to give a definition of what he means by “socialist”, but, instead, gives some examples of what he 
means.  These examples need to be looked at.  He cites these examples: 

“Trident campaigns leaving from Secular Hall and promoted in the Leicester Mercury”.  What’s the problem?  
Doesn’t he know that the Secular Hall is a landmark and that all sorts of groups use it as a pick up point when they 
set off?  I do not know what the Mercury printed - but the Society cannot be held responsible for that!  Surely this is 
a McCarthyite sort of slur on the Society. 

“Strong opposition to using Secular Hall for “commercial purposes” even though the profits gained could be used to 
promote secularism.”  I find this hard to understand.  Surely he realises that much of Secular Hall is already used 
for commercial purposes: the ABC Ballroom, the Martial Arts School, and the bookshop premises.  The debate is 
not about whether to use the place for commercial activity, but how much of it to reserve for the Society’s use. 

“Apparent links with Palestine Solidarity Campaign.”  This is a snide sort of statement.  For a start PSC is not a 
Socialist organisation, it is a humanitarian one.  You do not need to be a socialist, or any other “ist” to notice the 
wretched humiliation and conditions into which the Palestinian people are forced to live every second of their lives.  
I suggest that he goes to Palestine himself and has a good look!  This is one of the great moral crises of our time.  
Of course it is up to individual members of the LSS to decide what they belong to and no concern of his. 

“Co-hosted events with Cuba Solidarity Campaign.”  The point here is that we had a brilliant agronomist who was 
explaining how Cuba is moving away from a command economy to one which is less authoritarian, finding that 
farmers produce far higher yields when given choice.  Further Cuba has much to teach us about the use of urban 
land to produce food.  No socialist propaganda here: if Cuba Solidarity or other organisations can get us suitable 
speakers, we’ll put them on. 

Simon seems to have decided that he has no political ideology; in fact it looks as if he is an extreme right wing 
liberal.  He needs to stop making vague and unsubstantiated slurs on the Society and get in there to help plan 
future series. 

Michael Gerard 



Jesus Restaurant (2) 

As a socialist, I agree with Simon Perry that the 
Secular Society should not promote socialism (or any 
other political "ism"), but I think that his assertion that 
"Theocracy and Socialism both favour government 
control over individual freedom" is based on a 
complete misunderstanding of the essence of 
socialism. 

Freedom to do what ? Government control over what? 

In 1966, while a student at Leicester University, I 
joined the Communist Party (CPGB) because of that 
party's developing understanding that creating a new 
kind of society – a society which nurtures the latent 
talent of the mass of people instead of exploiting their 
labour power – was bound up with expanding 
democracy, and that, therefore, there were no short 
cuts, that expanding democracy was, at one and the 
same time, both the goal and the route to the goal. 
Unfortunately, there were still many CPGB members 
(and many other socialists) who refused to get to grips 
with this Gramscian concept, preferring a state-led 
"government control" model.  

I am still doing my best to work for this "democratic 

socialism" (through my current political "home" as a 
Labour councillor and a member of the pressure 
group "Compass"), but I have relatively recently come 
to an understanding that we will make little 
sustainable progress in this direction (let alone tackle 
climate change and associated problems) while the 
world's population (even in so-called "developed" 
countries) is still dominated by irrational belief 
systems. From my viewpoint, democratic socialism 
and secularism are natural bedfellows, since they 
both have a logical and a scientific basis. From my 
viewpoint, theocracy and socialism are diametric 
opposites. 

However, in the present era, when many secularists 
are not socialists, secularist organisations have no 
business promoting socialism, in the democratic 
sense. Moreover, for them to do so is counter-
productive to the aim of minimising irrational "belief". 
And since marginalizing irrational "belief" is a 
prerequisite for the long-term progress of humanity, 
we should, at least for the time being, leave the 
promotion of socialism to individuals like myself and 
their socialist organisations.  

Geoff Gay 

New Darwin on-line archive 

The complete works of Charles Darwin can now be 
viewed on-line, courtesy of Cambridge University’s 
archives: http://darwin-online.org.uk 

Darwin’s work demonstrates an incredible attention 
to detail with, at the same time, the ability to take the 
broad view.  His work proceeds through rigorous 
analysis and hypothesis to the world-changing theory 
of evolution by natural selection.  The photo and 
excerpt from the website's biography adjacent is 
reproduced with the consent of the Archive. 

 

“PERHAPS no one has influenced our 
knowledge of life on Earth as much as Charles 
Robert Darwin (1809-1882). His theory of 
evolution by natural selection, now the unifying 
theory of the life sciences, explained where all 
of the astonishingly diverse kinds of living 
things came from and how they became 
exquisitely adapted to their particular 
environments. His theory reconciled a host of 
diverse kinds of evidence such as the 
succession of fossil forms in the geological 
record, the geographical distribution of species, 
recapitulative appearances in embryology, 
homologous structures, vestigial organs and 
nesting taxonomic relationships. No other 
explanation before or since has made sense of 
these facts. 
In further works Darwin demonstrated that the 
difference between humans and other animals 
is one of degree not kind. In geology, zoology, 
taxonomy, botany, palaeontology, philosophy, 
anthropology, psychology, literature and 
theology Darwin's writings produced profound 
reactions, many of which are still ongoing. Yet 
even without his evolutionary works, Darwin's 
accomplishments would be difficult to match. 
His brilliantly original work in geology, botany, 
biogeography, invertebrate zoology, psychology 
and scientific travel writing would still make him 
one of the most original and influential workers 
in the history of science. Darwin's writings are 
consequently of interest to an extremely wide 
variety of readers.” 



Secular thought for the day 

These lines are from Habib Jalib, who thought of himself as 
'A poet of the people', and was imprisoned many times for 
his political views:  “In my hand I hold a pen, in my heart 
the light of consciousness.  How can the forces of 

oppression ever win?” 

I think they're inspiring - hope you like them.  Cee Martin 

LSS Contact details 

President - Allan Hayes 

Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Tel: 0116 241 8747 

Chairperson - Michael Gerard 

Email: michaelfrancisgerard@hotmail.com 

Tel: 0116 210 9027 

Treasurer/Web group admin - John Catt 

Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Tel: 01509 211468 

Secretary/Newsletter editor - Harry Perry 

Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Tel: 07795 097635 

Events co-ordinator - Mike Burden 

Email: mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel: 07722 782727 

Hall bookings - Wilf Gaunt 

Email: wilfredgaunt@yahoo.com 

Tel: 07857 658576 

Website - Frank Friedman 

Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Tel: 0116 292 1964 

Keyholders: Allan, Michael, Harry and Wilf are all 
keyholders for the Hall. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer and Code of Conduct 
Please note that the views and proposals expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the 
Society and the Society and its officers accept no liability for views expressed.  As a Freethought organisation any member’s views 
will be published subject to the usual constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available.  When writing 
please abstain from intemperate language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  Thank you. 

Front page thumbnails 

Some members have asked about the thumbnail pictures I put on 
the front page.  Last month was a bulldog to go with the anti-
Creationist item (Huxley was “Darwin’s bulldog”).  This month’s is 
the Colosseum in Rome - which is not only where Roman Pagans 
allegedly showed Christian martyrs the error of their ways but also 
where I’m off to on holiday next week.  Harry  

Contributions welcomed 
Don’t forget the Editor is always on the lookout for 
YOUR contribution for YOUR newsletter.  Either 
email it to: harry.perry1@btinternet.com or post to 
the Hall FAO Harry Perry.  Anything secular or of 
concern to you can be sent in, especially if it has a 
local connection.  If you have an image to go with it 
so much the better.  News, jokes, poems, letters, 
cartoons, announcements, event reviews,  etc., etc. 

Members’ Google Group 

The Google internet discussion group is open to all 
members (with internet access) and provides a good 
place to share your views - especially if you are unable 
to attend meetings or just not ready to get up and voice 
them.  It is easy to join too - just email John Catt at: 
treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk and he will fix 
you up.  Some of the initial batch of invitations got 
rejected by Google and so quite a few members may not 
be aware of the group’s existence. 

Thinking of popping your clogs? 

Writing your will? Revising it?  
Adding a Codicil?  Why not 
include a bequest to the 
Society?  We are always in need 
of funds to carry on the struggle 
for sanity in Leicester and your 
gift could help to ensure the 

battle continues on your behalf even after shuffling off 
this mortal coil.  That should give you something to 
smile about!  It’s best if it’s a straightforward bequest 
but if you want to attach a request about how it is to 
be used then the Board would do its best to oblige. 

Many thanks, it will be much appreciated. 

Crimestoppers 
Report your suspicions about criminal activity 

anonymously to Crimestoppers on  

0800 555 111 (Store it in your mobile now!) 

Crimestoppers is an independent charitable 

organisation that helps the police in the 

detection of crime.  Information from the 

public is the key to its success - every fourth 

call in Leicestershire results in an arrest! 

http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

Saving Sayed Pervez Kambaksh - update 

The Independent reports (29/4/08) that Mr Kambaksh 
remains in prison in Kabul under sentence of death for 
blasphemy (distributing a document promoting women’s 
rights).  While President Hamid Karzai has said he will not 
be executed, Mr Kambaksh is being kept in solitary 
confinement in the notorious Pol-i-Charki prison awaiting 
the outcome of his appeal.  Guards at this prison have 
previously short-circuited legal procedures by executing 
prisoners on death row without waiting for orders.  The 
on-line petition has now got over 100,000 signatures.  If 
you haven’t already, sign it at www.independent.co.uk/
pervez. 


