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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 13th October, 7.30pm, Cope Auditorium, Loughborough University - Jasvinder Sanghera on 

Forced Marriage and Honour Based Violence.  (Non-LSS) 

Thursday 16th October, 7.30pm at the Hall - IDEAS Group - Members only.  Dave Ray opens up the 

discussion on The Banking Crisis and the Way Forward. 

Friday 17th October, 10.30am - 1pm at the Hall - Open meeting of City of Sanctuary on recent 

Independent Asylum Commission reports.  (Non-LSS) 

Sunday 19th October, 6.30pm at the Hall - Prof. James Grayson talks about Confucius and the Impact 

of Confucianism. 

Tuesday 21st October, 7.30pm - Skeptics in the Pub: A Sceptical Look at Spiritualism with Emma 

Louise Rhodes at The Park, 5-9 Hotel Street, Leicester LE1 5AW.  (Non-LSS) 

Sunday 26th October, 6.30pm at the Hall - Peter Flack, spokesperson for the NUT, will talk about The 

Privatisation of Education Through Academies. 

Sunday 2nd November, 6.30pm at the Hall - Siobhan Logan:  The Aurora Borealis - facts & folk tales. 

Sunday 9th November, 6.30pm at the Hall - Ariadne Tampion on The New Publishing and How I Got My 

Book Published. 

Sunday 16th November, 6.30pm at the Hall - formal member Consultation Meeting on the modernisation 

project.  Members only.  The Development Group and our consultant, Marion Blockley, will report on the 

progress made in seeking funding to modernise the Secular Hall.   

Thursday 20th November, 7.30pm at the Hall - IDEAS Group - Members only.  Topic to be agreed.  

Watch the website or come along and take pot luck.  

Sunday 23rd November, 6.30pm at the Hall - LSS AGM.  Secular Society members gather to hear reports 

from the Board and to elect Directors.  New applicants may attend but not vote. 

Sunday 30th November, 6.30pm at the Hall - Dr Shaaz Mahboob will talk about the recently formed 

organisation Muslims for Secular Democracy. 
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Open Day 14th September Well over a hundred people visited Secular Hall during the 
annual Heritage Open Day on Sunday 14th September.  
With live music by Mike Gerrard’s Greenshoots band; a 
running consultation exercise by Marion Blockley; historic 
display from Ned Newitt; guided tours by Allan and Mike 
B; displays from friends in Red Leicester Choir and the 
Civic Society; and a sale of cacti donated by Eleanor 
Davidson in memory of her late mother that raised around 
£80, it was a successful day all round.  The Hall was 
looking better than it has for many years past and it was 
clear that there was a new confidence and optimism 
among the helpers.   Half a dozen new members have 
been gained as a result of the effort and many members 
enjoyed the chance to meet old friends again.  Mustn’t 
forget to mention Wilf’s tireless efforts with the teapot and 
biscuits either!  Thanks to all from the Board. 

No. 1 



Urgent: request for help from BHA members and 

supporters in legal action against QCA 

Many members will know that the BHA is taking legal 
action against the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority 
(QCA) because of the QCA’s decision not to allow 
Humanism to be studied on the same basis as religions in 
the Religious Studies GCSE.  You can read the BHA News 
item about this here:  http://tiny.cc/NhzMY. 

We now need assistance from parents and young people 
who would be willing to be co-claimants or witnesses in 
support of the BHA’s application.  No court appearances 
will be necessary as all evidence will be paper based, and 
lawyers are available to assist with drafting statements. 

If you are a parent of an age where your child(ren) would 
begin studying for GCSEs in 2009/10 or any year after that 
until 2014/15 and would like your children to study 
Humanism, then we want to hear from you.  We would also 
like to hear from any young people who would be studying 
for GCSEs in any year from 2009/10 to 2014/15 and would 
like to study Humanism. 

This case is vital to the BHA and we urgently need 
your help!  Please telephone Andrew Copson on 07534 
248596 or by email at andrew@humanism.org.uk if you 

can assist us. 

Allan Hayes 

Secular Badges 

I intend to make some 38mm diameter 
badges for our Society and would 
appreciate members' suggestions for 
suitable designs, i.e. logos (e.g. drawing 
of Secular Hall), slogans (e.g. 'God is 
dead').   Please let me have your ideas 
by sending them to me at: 

contact@alternativebookshop.com 

Ross Longhurst 

Are You Smarter Than a Ten-Year-Old? 

A priest was walking along the road when he came upon a group of ten-
year-olds surrounding a stray dog.  Worried that the kids were hurting the 
animal, he went over and asked what they were doing.  

A boy replied, ‘This dog’s always hanging around.  We like to look after 
him but only one of us can take him home.  So we're having a contest: the 
one who tells the biggest lie can take him home today.’ 

The priest was shocked.  ‘You kids shouldn't be having a contest telling 
lies!’ he exclaimed.  He launched into a ten-minute sermon against lying, 
beginning: ‘Don't you know it's a sin to tell a lie?’ and ending with: ‘If you 
go on like that your souls will end up burning in Hell for eternity.’ 

When he finished there was silence and some shuffling of feet so the 
priest smiled, satisfied that he'd got through to them.  Then one of the 
girls gave a deep sigh and said ...  ‘Okay, give him the dog.’  

Passive ventilation 
As many members know, Secular Hall was built with a 
passive ventilation system that works effectively to keep 
the place at an even temperature and smelling fresh - at 
least when there’s nobody in there it does! 

Are you knowledgeable in such matters?  What Allan 
Hayes and I would like to discover is exactly how it is 
supposed to work.  There are vents in walls and louvres on 
the roof and on chimneys.  When we get round to 
renovating the place we will need to know what impact any 
alterations will have on the way the system works so if you 
are competent to undertake a bit of a survey and describe 
its operation we would be pleased to hear from you.  
Contact details on back page. 

Thanks 

Harry Perry 

Shop Available to Rent 

The shop and associated 
premises at Secular Hall are 
shortly to be available to rent 
on a short-term agreement. 

Frontl ine Training and 
Frontline Books are vacating 
the former bookshop premises 
so they are coming up for 

reletting from the beginning of November 2008. 

Because of the modernisation project it will not be possible 
to let them on a long-term lease so the agreement will be 
for a minimum of six months in the first instance, possibly 
nine, with extensions by mutual agreement dependent on 
the progress of our modernisation grant application. 

The premises are all on the ground floor, with a shop of 
approx. 10sq mtrs, a rear office of approx. 12sq mtrs, a 
kitchen, shower and disabled w.c.  Some storage capacity 
is available in a cellar.  The premises do not have to be 
used as a bookshop and may prove attractive for other 
purposes. Rental and other terms are to be agreed by 
negotiation.   

If you, or anyone you know, wishes to express an interest 
please contact John Catt, Treasurer, by the end of October 
to discuss the options.  Contact details on back page. 

Thank you.   

The Board 

Omigod! - There’s a Shortage of Priests 

Ireland is experiencing a severe shortage of Catholic priests, 
with numbers expected to fall from the present total of 4,752 

to1,500 by the year 2028.  Last year only nine priests were 
ordained, whereas 160 died.  In the same period, 228 Irish 
nuns died, but only two women joined holy orders. 

The Leicester Secularist 

You will have noted from the front page that the vote on a 
name for the newsletter went in favour of The Leicester 
Secularist.  Forty-two members voted and there were 22 
first preference votes for The Leicester Secularist so it was 
the outright winner.  The second preferred name was 
Secular Leicester with 12 first preferences, third was The 
Leicester Freethinker with 7 first preferences and least 
popular was the Leicester Reasoner with just 1 first 
preference vote.  Thanks to all for participating. 

Sam Turner Again 
September’s puzzle was won by our old friend Sam Turner 
- the third big prize he’s won.  This time it is a copy of 
‘Nature’s Numbers’ by Ian Stewart.  Courtesy of George 
Jelliss.  Well done Sam. 
Solution: 

MICHAEL  =  4237169  

 GERARD  =   865150 

RADICAL  =  5102319 

Landover Baptist Church 
No holds barred atheism from across the 
pond at www.landoverbaptist.org.  Try it! 



Tom Barclay (1852 - 1933) 

Although Tom Barclay scraped along in various menial 
jobs for most of his life, he had a profound influence on the 
intellectual life of the City.  He can be seen as the founding 
father of socialism in Leicester.  Barclay was the son of 
Irish parents who had been starved out of Ireland by the 
potato famine.  He was born in a two-roomed hovel in a 
court off Burley’s Lane in 1852, never went to school and 
was taught to read by his mother.  His father was a rag and 
bone man.  

During the 1870s, Barclay worked at Cooper and Corah’s 
hosiery factory and took evening classes at the Working 
Men’s College.  He eventually rejected Catholicism and 
became a secularist, influenced by the writings of the 
American secularist Robert Ingersoll.  After, William Morris’ 
lecture to the Secular Society in 1884, he became a 
founding member of the Leicester branch of Morris’ 
Socialist League and an active propagandist speaking 
wherever he could find a platform.  In 1886, he produced a 
weekly newspaper, The Countryman, that was distributed 
free to over 50 local villages.  This was financed through 
advertising and the patronage of J.W. Barrs, the secularist 
tea merchant.  During his life he was a member of the 
Social Democratic Federation, the Anarchist-Communist 
Group and the Independent Labour Party, but disliked the 
sectarianism of the left of those days. 

In the 1890s Barclay set up a weekly socialist newspaper 
the Leicester Pioneer, which claimed 5,000 readers.  He 
also worked as a house-to-house bill distributor in 
Leicester’s poorer districts and wrote several articles on 
working class life for The Wyvern under the pseudonym of 
Armer Teufel (poor devil).  He wrote:  

It seems to me that if rich and well-to-do folk did really 
think we poor were going to sit beside them on thrones 

in the mansions of the blest they would treat us a little 
better now.  It’s impossible for me to think that anyone 
who refuses to associate with me here, believes that 
he may have to do so through all eternity.  Such people 
know no more about and feel no more about real 
Christianity than they do about Mohammedanism or 
Buddhism.  Those supercilious people who will not 
move in this, that, and other ‘set,’ have two 
alternatives; either to declare their Christianity a sham, 
or else to dress the same as we poor, come and live 
among us, work the same as we do, and act and think 
and feel as though we were all brothers. 

In the 1900s, Barclay took classes in Gaelic and set up a 
short-lived branch of the Gaelic League.  He had no desire 
for office, even within the Secular Society, and despite the 
hard conditions of his life he refused offers of financial help 
from his friends.  He said he worked in twenty factories 
over a period of fifty years and during the last twenty-five 
years of his life his work was mainly that of a bottle-
washer.  Throughout his life he had an insatiable thirst for 
knowledge and a deep love of literature, especially Ruskin 
and Shaw.  He was a true working class intellectual and 
freethinker.  He died in 1933 and his book: Memoir and 
Medleys: The Autobiography of a Bottle Washer was 
published posthumously. 

Ned Newitt 

A series of short biographies of prominent Leicester 
Secularists by member Ned Newitt 

Modernisation Consultation 

Along with this edition of the Secularist, 
members will have received a consultation 
document on the plans to modernise 
Secular Hall.  Please take the time to read 
this carefully and to let the Board know your 
opinions.  The document and any responses 

to it will be considered in depth at the meeting of members 
on Sunday 16th November at 6.30pm. This meeting will 
be a free exchange of views between members and will 
also hear from our consultant, Marion Blockley, about her 
role in the process of working up the submission to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. No motions or votes will be taken.  
Please do attend and make your views known. 

Wilf Gaunt writes: 

I thought members might like this response to an article 
about British Creationism on the BBC website: 

‘The media wrongly describes this as a debate between 
creationism and evolutionary theory.  In fact, the debate is 
between creationism and the whole of science as we know 
it.  If the universe is less than 10,000 years old then: all of 
geology and biology are wrong; the speed of light has been 
wrongly calculated so Einsteinian physics is wrong; the 

distance and speed of other galaxies has been wrongly 
calculated meaning that all of astronomy and therefore 
Newtonian physics are also wrong.   

For informed people to challenge accepted scientific 
orthodoxy on the basis of proper evidence is always 
healthy but to debunk the whole of science on the back of 
a story passed down by some Iron Age goat-herders is just 
self-delusion.’ 

(Neil Butcher, Brighton)  

Marion Blockley 



God, the Failed Hypothesis 

An Atheist Reply to Wilf Gaunt. 

There is no god, or gods.  This is not a matter of ‘faith’ or in 
any way similar to any religion.  Atheists say there are no 
gods not through faith but because of the lack of faith.  We 
base our opinions on reason and both historic and scientific 
evidence.  None of which shows any evidence for the 
existence of any deity. 

No turtles holding up the world, no six-armed blue ‘women’, 
with elephant heads, no trident-carrying giants under the 
waves and no bearded old men in the clouds.  

Wilf states, ‘As an Agnostic I have always been wary of the 
definitive there is no god.’ 

Does his wariness cover all gods?  Or just the one imagined 
by Christians?  Or does he believe all the above cannot be 
proved not to exist, so may be true? 

Or is Wilf’s agnosticism relativist? Does it easily reject the 
gods, shamen and idols of ‘primitive’ people and is it only 
wary of the gods of, quote, ‘reasonable religious people’, 
which I assume means Western European religions? 

So where I ask does this leave the Romans - were they not 
reasonable religious people? 

With well-ordered and defined jobs for all their gods we even 
know from their statues what the gods looked like.  That's 
more tangible evidence than Christians and Muslims can 
show us.  So where do Romans fit on the Agnostic wariness 
scale of reasonableness?  Are they in or out? 

Or perhaps like Greek and Egyptian gods they have passed 
their sell-by date, not an actual date, but when there are no 
more people believing in gods they cease to exist!  Which 
surely proves that they are just inventions of Man’s 
imagination.  

What would Agnostics have Atheists do?  Pretend there are 
gods so the creationists are not ‘reduced to perpetrating 
black propaganda against the Theory of Evolution in 
particular, and science in general’.  So as to avoid ‘falling 
straight into the creationist trap’.  There is no trap, these 
people don't lay traps, they just ignore reality, science and 
evidence that contradicts their faith, which is what faith is, 
and why it does not in any way describe Atheists. 

Of course we must not pretend we must use our reason, 
science and rationality to examine and weigh up all the 
evidence, and come to a freely gained conclusion as to the 
probability of the existence of gods.  That is, to come to a 
rational ‘Theory of the existence of gods’ in the same way 
that Darwin arrived at his ‘Theory of Evolution’, in which 
Darwin himself covered large parts of the evolutionary 
process, and thousands of scientists since have followed his 
lead.  While all of this research has substantiated Darwin’s 
theory, not one piece of evidence for the existence of even 
one god has resulted from all these years of scientific 
research.  So I think it is a reasonable conclusion to say the 
‘Theory of Evolution’ proves there is no god.   

Lyn Hurst 

Libertas - Justitia - Veritas 

The Latin motto used on the recent events programme and 
on envelopes has led to some robust exchanges in the 
Society’s Google forum.  Some believe it is wrong to use 
Latin and that, in any case, the use of these abstract 
concepts doesn’t really say anything anyway. 

But many members may not know that it is taken from the 
bas-relief brickwork on the front of Secular Hall, as 
illustrated in the photo above.   

Correspondence may appear in future editions of the 
Secularist but first it would be interesting to clear up one or 
two puzzles attached to the motto in the brickwork. 

Why, for example, is there a battleaxe accompanying the 
word Libertas and what is the item accompanying Veritas - 

is it a mirror or a magnifying glass or something else 
entirely? 

The pair of flowers or leaf arrangements between the three 
panels are not identical - anyone got any ideas why, and 
what they represent? 

By the way, before you fire that broadside against the Latin 
motto it is worth noting that the terms may be interpreted in a 
wider sense than just a word for word translation. 

Libertas, for example, can also stand for ‘freedom of speech’, 
Justitia for fairness and Veritas for reality or real life. 

(From Collins Latin Dictionary) 

Whether you like the Latin motto or not we could really use 
a ‘strapline’ to run underneath the Society’s name on 
letterheads and publicity generally.  Something like ‘for a 
society without religious dogma’ or ‘for freedom of religion 
and freedom from religion’, or ‘for an end to religious 
indoctrination’ or ‘for fairness, freedom and friendship’ or 
‘for social justice, free speech and scientific truth’.  Have 
you got an idea?  Send it to me if you have - contact details 
on the back page.   
Harry Perry 

A People’s History of Leicester 

Society member Ned Newitt has just had 
his latest pictorial history of modern 
Leicester published.  The 160 page  book 
is copiously illustrated with photographs 
of working-class life and politics from the 
mid-nineteenth century until the outbreak 
of the Second World War.  The book has 
been well received and earned a review 
over a double-page spread in the Leicester Mercury.   

Not surprisingly, the book includes a couple of pages on 
the Society and the Secular Hall.  It is available from 
Breedon Books on 01332 384235 or via their website http://
tinyurl.com/4v8mbp.  It is priced at £14.99.  Or, if you know 
Ned, buy it from him direct and donate any saving to LSS! 

July IDEAS Group 

At the 17th July meeting of the IDEAS Group I proposed 
the motion that ‘Humans Give Purpose to the Universe’, 
and Mike Burden argued for the opposite view. My main 
argument was that the human species, having evolved 
consciousness, thereby makes Nature self-aware, possibly 
for the first time, and that this gives us an important role in 
its future. I also looked back to earlier Humanists who had 
an optimistic belief in the idea of progress, and regretted 
the modern tendency to cynicism. 

Mike's argument was mainly evolutionary, emphasising 
that humans are just another animal species and quite 
likely to become extinct. Regrettably the motion was 
comprehensively defeated by 7 votes to 1. 

George Jelliss  



                                   Prize Puzzle Corner 

Can you decode it? 

The ‘dominoes’ alongside are a coded version of a 
not very well known quotation from someone the 
Society holds so dear it even has a bust of him on 
the front of Secular Hall.   

Can you work out what it says and who said it?  Or 
perhaps it might be best to approach it from the 
other way round. 

The breath-catching prize this time is a DVD of 
Ken Loach’s film ‘Land and Freedom’, a story of 
the Spanish Civil War (courtesy of The 
Independent).  

Answers should be sent to me by the usual means 
of contact (on back page) by noon on Friday 7th 
November 2008. 

If there is more than one correct answer the winner 
will be drawn from a hat. 

Good luck! 

Harry Perry  

(With thanks to The new book of Brain Teasers, by 
PJ Carter and KA Russell, 1996.  No cheating, if 
you have a copy.) 

A Sceptical Look at Spiritualism 

When? Tuesday 21st October at 
7.30pm  

Where? The Park, 5-9 Hotel Street, 
Leicester LE1 5AW 

Who? Emma-Louise Rhodes 

What's the talk about? 

We will examine the brief history of 

the Spiritualist movement and the growth of it as a 
mainstream faith in Britain.  

Phenomena inexorably linked with Spiritualism, such as 
materialisations, apports and the spirit trumpet, will be 
discussed, along with the functions of the Spiritualist 
church.  

The industry behind the movement will also be examined, 
and the 'need' to believe in the unbelievable. 

Simon Perry 

Sir Peter Soulsby MP on Unitarianism 

After a successful National Heritage Open Day at Secular 
Hall on 14th September a full house of Secular Society 
members and visitors heard an address on Unitarianism 
by Sir Peter Soulsby MP, a senior figure in the Unitarian 
movement. 

He ensured a sympathetic hearing by pointing out that 
Sidney Gimson, a key figure in the early years of the 
Secular Society, was himself a Unitarian.   

Sir Peter explained that the movement is centuries old and 
grew out of mainstream Christianity.  It derives its name 
from its opposition to the Trinitarian doctrine of the 
churches of Rome and England.  But nowadays 
Unitarianism goes further, denying the divinity of Jesus of 
Nazareth and the occurrence of miracles, and seeing the 
Bible message as largely metaphorical.  This is why some 
mainstream Christians describe Unitarians as having 
‘fallen off the edge’. 

The debate within Unitarianism about the nature of God 

was echoed during questions, 
when members of the audience 
queried what Unitarians 
thought they were doing when 
worshipping and praying.  If 
there was no supernatural 
being what was there to 
worship or pray to?  Sir Peter 
explained that their worship 
and prayers were affirmations 
by the members and the 
congregation of their intention 
to work together for the things 
they value most highly: 
freedom of thought, the supremacy of reason and the 
importance of tolerance.  For example, Unitarians oppose 
faith schools as contrary to these values. 

In summing up Sir Peter said Unitarians were more 
interested in difficult questions than easy answers – a 
standpoint much appreciated by the secular audience. 

Don’t Forget the Food 

The collecting box for food aid for destitute asylum 
seekers is now set up in the Hall.  When attending 
events there please remember to bring along an item 
of tinned or dried food, toiletries or baby stuff.  This is 

then passed on to the Red Cross for distribution.  

Banking Crisis - the Way Forward 

The IDEAS Group at Secular Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 
16th October will hear an opening presentation by Dave 
Ray who will give his inimitable take on the current 
international banking crisis and what to do to prevent a 
repeat.  Come along and share your anger too! 

Harry 



Leicester Secular Society Contact Details 

Registered Office: 75 Humberstone Gate  

Leicester LE1 1WB 

Tel: 07598 971420 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

LSS is a company limited by guarantee  

Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Allan Hayes; Tel: 0116 241 8747 

Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Chairperson - Michael Gerard; Tel: 0116 210 9027 

Email: michaelfrancisgerard@hotmail.com 

Treasurer/Web group admin - John Catt; Tel: 01509 
211468 

Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Secretary/Newsletter ed - Harry Perry; Tel: 07795 097635 

Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Events co-ordinator - Mike Burden; Tel: 07722 782727 

Email: mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk 

Hall bookings - Wilf Gaunt; Tel: 07857 658576 

Email: wilfredgaunt@yahoo.com 

Website - Frank Friedman; Tel: 0116 292 1964 

Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Keyholders: Allan, Michael G, Harry and Wilf are all 
keyholders for Secular Hall. 

Audio-visual kit:  This is normally held by Michael G or 
Harry. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer and Code of Conduct 
Please note that the views and proposals expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the 
Society and the Society and its officers accept no liability for views expressed.  As a Freethought organisation any member’s views 
will be published subject to the usual constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available.  When writing 
please abstain from intemperate language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  Thank you. 

Louie lays it 

down 

Twenty members 
heard a highly 
informative and  
entertaining talk 
b y  f o r m e r 
Secretary and 
l i v e - i n  H a l l 
Manager Louie 
Croxtall on 21st 
September, ably 
assisted by her 

daughter Diane Waring.  Louie (94) was able to recall 
childhood memories of Sidney Gimson in the 1920s and 
teenage dances in the thirties right through to the visits of 
Tony Benn (‘a wonderful gentleman’) in 1987 and Tariq Ali 
in 1981 - when the ‘Leicester British Movement’ repeatedly 
heckled and would not allow Ali to speak.  This incident led 
to a ‘no platform for fascists’ policy decision by the 
Committee, the only limitation on free speech ever agreed.  

Nineteen-eighty-one was a big year for the Society, being 
the Hall’s centenary, and many meetings and well-wishers 
were involved.  Louie shared her scrapbook with members 
and among its pages is a letter from Dora Russell (nee 
Black) in that year.  She was a former wife of Bertrand 
Russell and the letter recalls when both of them had 
spoken at the Hall several times in the 1920s. 

Louie declared herself as fully committed as ever to the 
Society’s principles, and to the Hall, and wished everyone 
well in carrying on the fight for Secularism. 

She was thanked for her talk by John Cook, on behalf of 
those present, and received much applause for her singing 
as well as for her memories. 

Could you be the Blogmeister? 

The Society for some years has had a blog on the internet.  
George Jelliss retired from running it some time ago and 
since then it has sunk into disuse.  If you know how to run a 
blog, and are sufficiently opinionated to write regular 
provocative pieces for it, please get in touch with John Catt 
to discuss how you might take up the role of Blogmeister. 

Would You Stand For It? 

The Society AGM is coming up in November and an 
important part of it will be the election of Directors for the 
Board.  The Board has one evening meeting each month 
but Directors may volunteer for other tasks too.   

The role is important for the Society’s proper 
management and accountability to members and your 
expertise and opinions could be vital.   

We would welcome some new blood so why not 
volunteer yourself?  If you are willing please make 
yourself known to another member or officer (contact 
details in the panel above) and ask if they would 
nominate you. 

Young people, women and ethnic minorities are under-
represented at present.  Please step forward! 

AGM Timetable 2008 

Friday 24th October - Initial Notice sent out -  invitation 
to nominate members for the Board and to submit 
motions 

Sunday 9th November - deadline for receipt of Board 
nominations and motions 

Friday 14th November - final AGM papers posted out 
with nominations and motions 

Sunday 23rd November, 6.30pm - AGM 

The Leicester Secularist Copy Deadline 
The November edition deadline is noon on Monday 10th 
November.  Let me have your items before then if you can 
so I can get a head start on putting it together.  Thanks, 
Harry 

Wanted - A Volunteer Press Officer 
Do you have a way with words?  Are you keen to promote 
the Society?  Do you read the papers and follow the news?  
If you can answer yes to these questions then you are the 
person we really need to fill the role of Press Officer.  Your 
task would be to draft regular press releases with news of 
Society activities or on current affairs of concern for 
secularists.  You would not be alone as Board members will 
help with drafting.  Please Contact Harry Perry. 


