Conspiracy or Tragedy?

Following the death of the non-participant lan Tomlinson
near the G20 demonstration two weeks ago the Director of
the Independent Police Complaints Commission, Nick
Hardwick, has called for a public debate about the policing
of demonstrations. N )
Quite a few members of the
Society have participated in|
demonstrations and assemblies |
during their lives — marches,
pickets, vigils, rallies, etc., and |
have first-hand experience of
police behaviour on these
occasions.

In my own experience it is clear that the behaviour of both
police and participants varies considerably — from the quiet
vigil for Gaza under the Clocktower, without any policing
whatsoever, to a mass picket outside pit gates with ranks
of police obliged to protect strike-breakers from the anger
of strikers, to the huge marches in London where the vast
majority of participants attend with the intention of making
their voices heard on a big issue of the day.

Unfortunately, however, on larger demonstrations there are
always those among the demonstrators who have a wider
agenda — often to prove by provocation that the police are
the first line of defence of an oppressive state, and those
among the police who provoke the participants to create an
opportunity to knock the weirdoes into line with a baton
charge or a beating in the back of a police van.

Whenever violence occurs, whatever its source, one thing
is guaranteed — that the message of the demonstration will
be drowned out by the media focus on that violence.

lan Tomlinson is struck from behind

Peaceful, non-violent, non-provocative demonstrations are,
therefore, overwhelmingly in the best interests of
demonstrators who want to get a message across. This is
true even to the extent that any provocations by a minority
of the police, or bad crowd-management tactics by senior
officers, should not be allowed to be cause for retaliation.

There will be some who will argue that senior police
officers see their first duty as protection of the status quo
and they deliberately engineer provocative situations in
order to achieve the aim of labelling protesters as violent
extremists. In this conspiracy theory the practice of
‘kettling’ is said to be one of their tactics. Crowds are
herded into a confined space, denied exits for refreshment
or toileting — or simple escape for their children from the
crush. A head of steam builds up as frustration and panic
spreads, leading to missiles and force being used to push
police and barriers aside.

The contrary ‘tragedy’ analysis will soon be offered as the
police version - individual coppers overstepping the line.

Whichever it is, and as Nick Hardwick says, the police
must remember that they are the servants of the people,
not their masters. Public assemblies must be policed in a
way that ensures the demonstrators’ message gets across.
This means the practice of ‘kettling’ must be abandoned as
contrary to the beneficial and natural fluidity of crowds.

However, where demonstrators engage in violence against
people or property then we must allow that forceful
intervention for arrests and removal is a legitimate activity
of the police. When the force is considered excessive by
demonstrators they now have the benefit of camera
phones and handheld video recorders to prove their point.

Harry Perry

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 26th April, 6.30pm: An Evening of Poetry an
local councillor, will recite poems with green and secular themes.

songwriter with guitar.

Wednesday 29th April, 10.30am-12.30pm: Coffee Morn
Religions and Misguided Government Policies.

Sunday 3rd May, 6.30pm:

d Guitar. At the Hall. Paul Howe, a former

Steve Parker is a singer—

ing at the Hall, all welcome.
At the Hall.

Manzoor Moghal, Chair of the Leicestershire Muslim Forum, argues that religion has been over-

emphasised in Government social policy.

Sunday 10th May, 6.30pm: Eye-Witness in Palestine.

video.

Sunday 17th May, 6.30pm: Supporting Humanist Schoo

of the Uganda Humanist Schools Trust.
Tuesday 19th May, 7.30pm:
Sense with Dr Kevin Byron.

Wednesday 20th May, 10.30am-12.30pm: Coffee Mornin
Sunday 24th May, 6.30pm: Change of topic TBA.
Sunday 31st May, 6.30pm: Religion and Caste in the

At the Hall. Gordon Nightingale, with

Is in Uganda. At the Hall. Steve Hurd

Skeptics event at The Park, Hotel Street: Science and Uncommon

g at the Hall, all welcome.
Watch the website for news.

Politics of India. At the Hall. Satish

Kapur reports back from his recent two-month visit to India.

Sunday 7th June, 6.30pm: Half-year LSS General Mee

Papers will be sent out to all in good time.

ting. At the Hall, for members only.




An Evening of Song and Dance

Red Leicester Choir, who rehearse in Secular Hall, invite all
members of the Society to come to an evening of song and
dance on Friday 15" May. It will be held at the Ukrainian
Social Club which is on the corner of Hinckley Road and
Fosse Road South and will start at 7.30pm. The Club has
its own licensed bar.

The proceeds from the evening will go to the British Red
Cross who do such valuable work with refugees and

asylum seekers here in Leicester and also contribute much
to disasters occurring round the world. A raffle will be run
and food will be sold to raise additional funds.

The Choir will be singing during a break in the dancing
which is to the music of the Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra
who also rehearse at Secular Hall. Tickets for the evening
cost £6 with concessionary tickets £4. Tickets can be
reserved by phoning 0116 270 3143.

Veronica Matthew

Events Programme

First of all a big thank you to Mike Burden for putting the
new events programme together. It is a huge task that has
to be stuck at right through the year. Just like repainting
the Forth Bridge, as soon as you get one series set up you

have to start on the next.

There is still a stock of the programmes available for
members to distribute. These can either be collected from
the Hall when you attend an event or Mike can send you
some on request. Contact details on the back page.

Correction

Pauline Cuttress (March Secularist) has asked me to point
out that she was brought up in Bristol, not Leicester. Ed.

b Coffee Mornings

A

ilThe Hall was opened for a

: | coffee morning on Wednesday

_ 1st April and some seven people
= attended and enjoyed convivial

5= conversation covering a wide

range of topics.

We have planned two more dates: 29th April and 20th May

(Wednesdays) between 10.30am and 12.30pm.

If you're at a loose end and can’t make the usual meeting

times why not come along to socialise with like-minded

people. The event is open to everyone, so please bring

some friends too.

We look forward to seeing you on one or both of the above
dates!

John Catt

Spring Walk
| counted them out and | counted them back in - sixteen
members made it through the Spring Walk and enjoyed
every minute of it, despite the occasional spot of rain! Two
additional members (the skivers Gerard and Ray) met us in
the Queen’s Head afterwards for lunch. Thanks to Mike
Burden for all the organisation.

Jesus’ Teaching 3 - Empathy

Most people have heard of the story of the Good
Samaritan. ‘Good Samaritan acts’ are now part of
everyday speech and children as low as the age of 6 can
grasp its meaning. This story was told in reply to a lawyer
who was quibbling about Jesus’ statement that to love
one’s neighbour as oneself was the second great
commandment (quoted from Lev. 19 v. 18). This emphasis
on empathetic love is a constant theme in the accounts of
Jesus’ teaching and it runs right through the gospel
material available. It is further illustrated by Jesus’
application of the value of love as opposed to a rigid
legalism; as when he challenged some of the more rigid
thinkers of his day on the question of healing on the
Sabbath day. Then there is the story of the rich young ruler
whom Jesus challenged to share his surplus wealth with
those who had nothing. Incidentally there is a fuller version
of this story in one of the non-canonical gospels (Gospel of
the Nazoreans 6 vv. 1-5; quoted by Origen 3™ C on Matt.
19 vv. 16-30 dated between Matthew and 180 AD). |
mention this to show that despite all the problems the basic
themes of Jesus’ message shine through most of the
gospel material now available.

In more subtle ways Jesus could see how lack of love and
the willingness to repent and forgive - in other words to
restore broken relationships - could consign people to the
well of loneliness. More than once in the middle of a

therapeutic interview | have brought this point up. Live your
life on your own terms, make others the slave of your
needs and you will finish up a psychologically embittered
and lonely person. In some ways loneliness is the worst
form of suffering. It is for this reason that | have always
advocated the right of homosexual people to form sexual
love bonds. For me | have no difficulty in seeing it as a
proper interpretation of Jesus’ teaching and it illustrates the
contrast between this way of thinking and the popular
legalistic interpretation of the Jesus of many churches.
Further, not only does this theme of empathetic love serve
as the major thread in the gospels but it can also be seen
to add into some of the other great messages that | hope to
explore later. It might also serve in other ways. | recently
attended a meeting on the psychotherapeutic strategies to
be used in certain conditions and almost by accident the
psychotherapists had rediscovered and then made use of
certain Buddhist insights. While all this was being explored
| realised that the teaching of Jesus
resonated with it as well. So we have
here something that can give rise to
mutual understanding. In addition, as
suggested in the case of
homosexuality, it is a theme which we
can interpret into the problems and
challenges of our own time.

John Edmondson




The Last Testament of Henry Hetherington
1792 - 1849

Henry Hetherington became an apprentice at Luke
Hansard's London printing works at the age of 13 in 1805.
This was the Hansard who became renowned as the printer
of the meticulous records of the Houses of Parliament. He
joined the firm at about the same time as a strike of the
printing workers and then became greatly influenced by
Owenite ideas. He established his own print firm in 1822
and went on to become a leading figure in the reform
movement and the Chartists, publishing The Poor Man’s
Guardian from 1831 to 1835. This is the text of his Last
Testament on his death from cholera on 23rd August 1849:

‘As life is uncertain, it behoves everyone to make
preparations for death; | deem it therefore a duty incumbent
on me, ere | quit this life, to express in writing, for the
satisfaction and guidance of esteemed friends, my feelings
and opinions in reference to our common principles.

In the first place, then - | calmly and deliberately declare that
| do not believe in the popular notion of an Almighty, All-wise
and Benevolent God - possessing intelligence, and
conscious of his own operations; because these attributes
involve such a mass of absurdities and contradictions, so
much cruelty and injustice on His part to the poor and
destitute portion of His creatures - that, in my opinion, no
rational reflecting mind can, after disinterested investigation,
give credence to the existence of such a Being.

Second, | believe death to be an eternal sleep - that | shall
never live again in this world, or another, with a
consciousness that | am the same identical person that once
lived, performed the duties, and exercised the functions of a
human being.

Third, | consider priestcraft and superstition the greatest
obstacle to human improvement and happiness. During my
life | have, to the best of my ability, sincerely and
strenuously exposed and opposed them, and die with a firm
conviction that Truth, Justice, and Liberty  will never be
permanently established on earth till every vestige of
priestcraft and superstition be utterly destroyed.

Fourth, | have ever considered that the only religion useful
to man consists exclusively of the practice of morality, and in
the mutual interchange of kind actions. In such a religion
there is no room for priests and when | see them interfering
at our births, marriages and deaths pretending to conduct us
safely through this state of being to another and happier
world, any disinterested person of the least shrewdness and
discernment must perceive that their sole aim is to stultify
the minds of the people by their incomprehensible doctrines
that they may the more effectively fleece the poor deluded
sheep who listen to their empty babblings and
mystifications.

Fifth, as | have lived so | die, a determined opponent to the
nefarious and plundering system. | wish my friends,
therefore, to deposit my remains in unconsecrated ground,
and trust they will allow no priest, or clergyman of any
denomination, to interfere in any way whatsoever at my
funeral.

These are my views and principles in quitting an existence
that has been chequered with the plagues and pleasures of
a competitive, scrambling, selfish system; a system by
which the moral and social aspirations of the noblest human
and physical

being are nullified by incessant toil
deprivations; by which, indeed, all men are
trained to be either slaves, hypocrites or
criminals. Hence my ardent attachment to
the principles of that great and good man
Robert Owen. | quit this world with a firm
conviction that his system is the only true
road to human emancipation.’

From George Jelliss

Life Evolving - A Book Review

| found Life Evolving by Christian de Duve a fascinating
read from start to finish - despite quite often finding it
beyond the boundaries of my comprehension! De Duve is
a leading biological scientist, and in this work of just 300
pages he takes the reader on a journey of exploration that
starts with current theories on the origin of life and ends
with speculation about how far life might be spread around
the Universe and what the long-term future holds for it.

Like de Duve (though without the expert knowledge!) | have
long held that given certain ‘material’ circumstances the
appearance of life is inevitable - that is, life is a natural
phenomenon, appearing spontaneously and evolving by
natural selection. The American NASA makes the same
assumption to justify spending billions of dollars sending a
probe into space to find evidence of life elsewhere.

This approach is obviously distinct from the prevalent
theory of less than a century ago - that there is an élan vital
that spurs otherwise inanimate matter into life. His
thoughts are also contrary to one view nowadays heard that
life exists only as the result of extremely finely balanced

arrangements between various natural phenomena - as a
result of either an incredible stroke of luck or of divine
intervention.

The latter is ruled out a priori and his chapter on the role of
God begins with Pierre-Simon de Laplace’s response to
Napoleon when he asked where God was in his theory of
celestial mechanics: “Your Majesty, | have no need for that
hypothesis.’

He declares, however, that he has been drawn to state a
position explicitly due to the spending power and thus
influence of, for example, The Templeton Foundation which
has managed to get scientists discussing the god
hypothesis as if there were some substance to it. De Duve
points out that when science and religion differ there is no
room for compromise or linguistic game playing - scientific
truth must win. All that religion can offer is ‘spiritual’
comfort and guidance, not knowledge of the Universe.

The book is now in the Society's library and can be
borrowed in the usual way by contacting Gillian Lighton.

Harry Perry
Life Evolving by Christian de Duve (OUP 2002).




Boethius

It was on a visit to Utrecht in Holland
that Marcel, the boyfriend of a girl for
whom | had developed something of a
paternal love, gave me an English-
| language copy of The Consolation of
| Philosophy, by Boethius, and reading
it was, for me, one of those great,
intellect-widening experiences.

Boethius lived at the turn of the fifth to sixth centuries,
when Rome had already fallen under Gothic rule. The
Gothic emperor, Theodoric, tried to maintain Rome as it
was, doubtless hoping thereby to regain some of the old
glory and power for himself. Boethius came from an old
Roman patrician family, and was Theodoric's closest
adviser. It was Boethius’ advice that prevented an early
schism with the Eastern wing of the Christian church in the
late fifth century.

Just as the later sixteenth-century Montaigne was sent to
learn Latin as his first language, so that he would be better
able eventually to translate Latin works into French, so
Boethius was sent to Greece as a youngster with a similar
aim in mind vis-a-vis Latin, and indeed it was his
translations of the ancient Greek philosophers that
illuminated Dark-Age scholarship. It would have been his
translation of Aristotle that formed the centre of contention
in The Name of the Rose. Elizabeth | used to boast that as
a teenager she had translated The Consolation of
Philosophy into English in 74 hours.

Boethius was supposedly under sentence of death when
he wrote the ‘Consolation’ though he must have had
access to his vast library in order to accomplish it. The first
part is large-scale, subjective philosophising in the style of
Aurelius (film ‘The Gladiator’); but then he gradually moves

over to an exposition of St Augustine of Hippo's answer to
the question of the eternal nature of God. Decry the
subject matter as you will, but you cannot deny the awe-
inspiring genius of Augustine in constructing such an
explanation. He tops off the whole exposition with the
statement: ‘Time exists only within the Creation: measuring
its progress from its beginning to its end.” Compare that
with the present-day ‘Big Bang' theory, which maintains
that time starts with that event!

The poetry in the first part of the ‘Consolation’ tends to be
whole pages long, and has been set in awkward Latin
verse metres: choriambics, and the like. One page of this
so impressed me that | decided long ago to shorten and
translate it to Shakespearean sonnet form. It addresses
our present dilemma of over-abundance very well.

Boethius with Shakespeare Reconciled

If Plenty from her horn the earth bestrewed

With gifts as numerous as grains of sand

That from the storm tossed seas on shore are spewed,
Or stars, which in our universe expand,

Humanity'd still peevishly complain.

Though God with golden gifts all praying bought,
Allowing greed with pride of rank to reign,
Still all that God gave would be set at naught.

Greed swallows all, and yet still gapes its mouth,
For nothing gluts rapacious appetite,

Nor can with ease the flames of lust put out,
Once such largesse possessive passions
light.

No man is rich who permanently groans
That he needs more than he already owns.

Wilf Gaunt

. Leicester Sing for Water
R

2 _‘%: Leicester Sing for Water is a huge choir
';-'}?é %‘,}, event raising money for WaterAid. This is
»...“ a charity which concentrates on providing

5 ,-_'T,mgj funds for clean water and sanitation in
R some of the world’s poorest countries.
Last year's Leicester Sing for Water

raised £6,000 for the charity, mainly through the
sponsorship of the singers who took part. Each singer

aims to raise £50 in sponsorship.

Anyone can join in the second Leicester Sing for Water,
you don't have to be a member of a choir beforehand. It
will be on Sunday 7th June at the Riverside Festival in
Bede Park (between Western Boulevard and Narborough
Road). First obtain a pack containing all the instructions;
the seven songs recorded on to two CDs, each part
recorded separately; the music and words of all the
songs are available as sheet music in the pack as well.
You can learn the songs by singing along with the CDs
and come along to the rehearsal at 11.00am on Sunday
7th June in Church of the Martyrs in Westcotes Drive.
We will be singing without the words and music. The
rehearsal and the concert will be led by the charismatic
Una May Olomolaiye. After the rehearsal the singers can

enjoy the rest of the Riverside Festival before the concert
starts at 2.00pm. It will last about 50 minutes and will be
in the open air outside the Quay Pub on Western
Boulevard. As well as the sponsorship of the singers we
collect money from the crowd listening to the concert.

Obtain the music pack by sending a £5 cheque (made
out to Leicester Sing for Water) together with your name
and address to 72 Helena Crescent, Leicester LE4 2HA .

Not a singer? Could you help by being one of the bucket
collectors on the day? No? ... Could you just come and
listen to the concert? It is free but we hope you’ll make a
donation to WaterAid.

The organising committee for Leicester Sing for Water is
composed of members of Red Leicester Choir and
Leicester Amika Choir and includes Secular Society
members Cee Martin and Veronica Matthew.

For more information about Leicester
Sing for Water phone Maggie on 0116
248 9261 or look at the Leicester Sing
for Water website:
www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk

Veronica Matthew

Who Was That Guest Speaker?

The Summer 2003 edition of the Leicester Secular Society
Newsletter (use the search facility to find it on our website)
features a picture of past presidents Fred Lee and Lyn
Hurst with a third person enigmatically described simply as

'a guest speaker' between them. It's not that long ago—
can you confirm who this ‘guest speaker’ was, and what
his topic?

Cheers, Frank




NHS: Public Service or
Private Profit?

Health policy is an area
where everybody has a stake
and most have an opinion.
One of the huge challenges
facing campaigners, however,
is the immense breadth and
‘complexity of the subject.
The tangled debate it
engenders at grass-roots
level means that whilst most
consumers tend to
. emphasise aspects of the
'i service relating to supply or

delivery, for others the

paramount consideration
relates to questions of finance.

Sally Ruane, who lectures on health policy at DMU, gave a
fluent, thought-provoking exposé of the parlous state of a
National Health Service which last year celebrated its
sixtieth anniversary. She alerted her audience to some of
the many controversial initiatives which the present
government has introduced in order to reconfigure the
service, ostensibly to ‘personalise’ healthcare but in
practice to create a structure which strikes at the very
ethos of its founding fathers, who had envisioned a
universal health service for all, free at the point of need.

The process of marketisation and creeping infiltration of

commercial interests inevitably changes the nature of the
health service towards a profit-driven model, where patient

Sally Ruane

need becomes subordinate to the ambitions of
shareholders. The financing of state-of-the-art hospitals
and replacements for run down health facilities had been
opened up by the Treasury to speculators under the
Private Finance Initiative (PFI). This type of politically
expedient scheme offers the prospect of instant
gratification to patients’ entirely understandable wish for
better facilities whilst masking the reality that the PFI is
effectively a ‘never-never’ scheme, immensely expensive
but spread over a 30- or 40-year mortgage period and thus
appearing affordable.

Under the slogan of ‘Patient Choice’ and with the pretext of
encouraging competition, multiple service providers, often
in the guise of ‘Independent Sector Treatment Centres’,
have sprung up for minor procedures, leaving costlier and
riskier cutting-edge activities to be picked up by cash-
strapped NHS hospitals.

To run the business that the NHS has become, Sally
evidenced a 77% increase in middle and senior managers
in the first eight years since New Labour’s election victory
in 1997. Non-clinical back-office functions were
increasingly being contracted out; PCTs were being
broken up and ‘not for profit' social
enterprises were being created to
compete for contracts. Largely as a
result of political sleight of hand, NHS
healthcare has been transformed into a
commodity.

One wonders what Nye Bevan would
have thought.

David Gorrod

NHS-Funded Chaplaincy

According to yesterday’s Sunday programme (Radio 4) the
NHS requires that people in hospitals (yes — staff and
visitors as well as patients) should have ‘access to
whatever spiritual care they want’. In practice, however,
there is an assumption that only the religious are entitled
to free appropriate spiritual care on the NHS. In Leicester,
seventeen religious chaplains (some full-, some part-time)
of several denominations are funded from taxes paid by
all, as well as chapels and offices.

| am a non-religious celebrant ministering to the local
community for funerals and other rites of passage, and a
volunteer pastoral hospital visitor. | have tried for several
years to persuade the University Hospitals Leicester NHS
Trust to fund chaplaincy posts for the non-religious (who
outnumber the non-Christians several-fold by any
reckoning) but am met with prevarication, despite the NHS
‘equality and diversity’ agenda.

Although we secularists might not use the term ‘spiritual’ in
quite this way, we do understand and readily use words
like ‘keeping one’s spirits up’, a ‘spirited performance’ and
‘low/high spirits’ without any hint of a religious implication.
A recent letter in the Leicester Mercury thanked the
chaplaincy team for their ‘emotional support’, which was
felt to have contributed to recovery, without any mention of
religious concepts. Others speak of the benefit of having
someone to talk things over with — or just to listen. None
of this has any religious content — it's not exactly health
care — yet it contributes to well-being and recovery. It's a
good thing that the NHS provides it, but it should be there
on equal terms for all.

On the other side of the coin is the institutional
employment discrimination that the present practice
represents. On what basis can it be justified that only the
religious can be paid by the people to provide ‘whatever
spiritual care people want'? It would be bad if this were a
common practice. It would be awful if it were normal, but it
is universal - of the £40 million each year the NHS spends
on chaplaincy nationally, not a penny goes to non-religious
provision!

But | take issue with their assertion that this money would
be better spent on health care and nurses. The money is
budgeted for chaplaincy and it is unlikely that the NHS
could use it for any other purpose. | also have no wish to
antagonise anyone in post as a chaplain by threatening
their jobs — especially when it is clear that many
incumbents privately support the case for equality and
deplore the archaic discrimination against their non-
religious fellow beings as much as | do.

If the religious bodies have to fund their own chaplaincies,
we could find we've opened up a whole new can of worms
as wealthy religious foundations vie for the attention — and
maybe legacies — of the hospitalised!

| do understand where the NSS are
coming from. If all of us pay, the service
in all respects must be open to all, and if
there is a refusal to remedy the
situation, public funding must end.

Eleanor Davidson
Humanist Celebrant

Our well-respected and well-liked member John Page died on 29th March aged 68. An obituary and report of the
funeral held at Secular Hall on 20th April will be included in the next edition.




What is a Secular Society?

Terry Sanderson, President of the
National Secular Society (NSS),
made his presentation on this
subject on Sunday 22" March.
He said that ‘secular’ is a slippery
word that probably started with
™ the monks in the Middle Ages
i who got involved with the
community rather than staying
within closed orders. It then developed into a political stance
to keep religion and the state separate.

He raised the nineteenth century conflict between George
Joseph Holyoake, with his goodwill to all men, and Charles
Bradlaugh, who wanted to go the radical atheist route.

Revolutions were discussed along with their impact on
secularism. In France the concept of citizenship comes first
with a clear separation of state and religion. In America,
without the fear of dominance of the Catholic Church, a free
market for religion opened up. This may be a reason why
religious belief is so strong in America. In England there is an
established church and not a free market approach to religion.

This has possibly led to less religious adherence so England is
secular in that not many attend church while not having the
separation of church and state.

Political privilege is given to religion, for example the
Archbishop of Canterbury can get a meeting with the PM in just
a couple of days while the National Secular Society has to
lobby hard to get their voice heard in Parliament.

Terry discussed which direction the NSS should take -
whether to strive for separation of church and state and to say
no to faith schools or to fight the atheist cause and denounce
religion (as Richard Dawkins). He felt this debate might
surface at this year's NSS AGM.

The NSS Executive Director, Keith Porteous-Wood, talked of
the power of the Catholic Church in Europe and said the NSS
needs to co-operate with religions in an even-
handed approach in order to get access to the
corridors of power there, as an atheist slant
would close doors for us. Keith went on to say
he is constantly on to various MPs and does
not give them an easy time. | am sure these
MPs would vouch for that!

Phil Mason

mterestlng visitors.

allies.

The Life Before Her Eyes:

This short presentation by Alice Sluckin, a Leicester Secular Society member, in the
Secular Hall on Sunday 15" March pulled in secular members of all walks of life and some

It was hard to understand the politics of other rulers at the time. Were they
buying time to prepare to confront the evil forces of Hitler or were they just
scared of an open war against him? My heart goes out to those Czech and
Slovak brothers and sisters who lost their dear lives in this evil act that
wasn't created by nature but by the selfish interest and greed of men.

The Munich Crisis of 1939

I'd like to congratulate Alice for her eloquent presentation: The Munich Crisis of 1939, which
not only touched my heart but left me with lots of doubts - and depressed to learn of the
mass suffering of the people of Czechoslovakia in the cruel and evil hands of Hitler and his

Tambe Enow

a.. Industrial Workers of the World,

s;. Myth and Reality

What John Newsinger was able to
explam to his audience on 29"
March was the violent nature of the
ruling classes in the US in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth
century. The US had a very
powerful ruling elite with immense
wealth and no effective unions or labour
organisations. The bosses attacked trade unions in what
they called their 'Open Shop Campaign'. The Industrial
Workers of the World (IWW), or Wobblies, were a syndicalist
union, aiming to transform the world for better working
conditions and achieving changes in society like free
speech.

While the IWW did not succeed in winning over large
sections of the population, their influence was profound.
Many former Wobblies went on to organise other trade
unions, such as the Minneapolis Teamsters Union and the
San Francisco Longshoremen.

The issue for any trade unionist in the US was how to fight
against ruthless employers. Even right-wing trade unions
were subject to the bosses’ wrath. Trade unionists were
taken to court on any pretext and the courts always found
them guilty, never the employers. This could mean
imprisonment. Large corporations had private armies with
big arsenals. Many bosses regarded these as

industrial

indispensable, saying 'to dig coal we need machine guns.'
There were many 'massacres of labor' and even if the police
killed a trade unionist, it was the union leaders who were
jailed. Trade unionists described themselves as living in a
police state like Tsarist Russia.

Detective agencies spied on organised labour. One of the
most famous was the Pinkerton Detective Agency and the
most vicious was the Berghof agency which killed people.
For instance, Frank Little, when trying to organise copper
workers in Montana, was killed by thugs hired by the
Anaconda Copper Company. The Ford Motor Company
had its own secret police. Thus in the twentieth century
there was much industrial unrest in the US and the IWW
was involved in a militant and often armed struggle,
occasionally killing policemen in retaliation for the deaths of
trade unionists.

The IWW was not able to gain a permanent foothold in the
eastern US though it did manage to do so in the west with
union members in, for example, copper mining. The state
and employers were successful in defeating the IWW.

The culture of the IWW was very progresswe being
explicitly anti-racist and anti-sexist. Margaret pr—————
Sanger, IWW member, advocated birth
control and rights for children. At the same
time the president of the US, Woodrow
Wilson [1912-1920], actually introduced
segregation into Washington.

Caroline Moles




Do We Need a New Vocabulary?

Last summer, one evening at the Proms was devoted to
Vaughan Williams.  After a sublime performance of
‘Fantasia on a theme of Thomas Tallis' one of the
commentators said that he was surprised that Vaughan
Williams considered himself to be an atheist and yet was
able to produce music of such ‘spirituality’. Apart from the
usual arrogance of religious believers that only they can be
in touch with ‘higher’ things it does raise the question of
how secularists should describe the feeling that a piece of
music, or art or architecture, or a poem leads to something
beyond our immediate consciousness. We might not know
what it is but then we don’t know what consciousness is -
yet. What vocabulary should we use? Can we use
spirituality? The religious have it easy in that they mean it
as a step nearer to contact with god.

Then two or three weeks ago at the Headstrong meeting,
the phrase ‘all life is sacred’ popped up. It was immediately
challenged by some people who said we should not use a
word like sacred. But then don't we hold that this life is
precious since it's the only one we have, and so it is more
important to us than to the religious?

There are several other words that have religious
connotations but which nevertheless sum up a feeling in a
concise and well-known manner. How about ‘holy’ and
‘hallowed’? Actually, these last two seem to be used, in
their not directly religious sense, to sanctify (there’s another
one) a battlefield, as in Lincoln’s Gettysburg speech.

| think we should have no compunction in using them when
appropriate. They are powerful words and made by
humans. By using them we are not endorsing religion - no
more than we are when we say that a cathedral is beautiful.

On checking | find that the OED does include some
meanings that are not deistical or religious:

Spiritual - inner nature of man

Sacred - dedicated or reserved or
appropriated to some person or purpose

Holy - of high moral excellence

Sanctify - give colour of innocence to,
justify, sanction

Peter Thompson

Food for Fun
Healtitude Meet and Eat Sessions

. Come and learn to cook a variety of
i African foods at this grass-roots initiative
i ﬁ at the Barley Croft Healthy Living Centre,
Beaumont Leys. Every Saturday 10am - 12 noon.

Food for Survival

Leicester City of Sanctuary is still in need of food and
toiletries for destitute asylum seekers staying in Leicester.

Bring your contributions to any meeting at Secular Hall and
deposit them in the blue collecting box or alternatively take
them straight to the British Red Cross on London Road.

More on ‘Unfair Trade’ and Dr Madsen Pirie

Like Simon Perry (March Secularist) | attended the Skeptics
in the Pub session on ‘Unfair Trade’ with Dr Madsen Pirie in
February but came away very disappointed. Let me declare
myself straight off as someone who, on balance, supports
both ‘Fairtrade’ (involving products with the FAIRTRADE
Mark consumer label) and broader ‘fair trade’ (trading in
accordance with trade justice principles). This support is
founded on the knowledge and experience gained in my
work in trade justice education over the last four years.
Earlier in my career, | worked for PricewaterhouseCoopers
as a corporate tax consultant, so | am no stranger to the
worlds of business, finance and economics.

| was hoping that Dr Pirie would give me some new material
and arguments to think about, discuss and learn from. His
arguments against Fairtrade were drawn from the paper
Unfair Trade written by Marc Sidwell and published by the
Adam Smith Institute in February 2008, although Dr Pirie
made no reference to this. In fact, he gave no references
for any of the points he made, which was very frustrating.

As an advocate of free trade, Dr Pirie believes that any
system, including Fairtrade, which distorts totally free
markets, is bad for the world economy and therefore bad for
the world. Dr Pirie argues that free trade is the only system
that has ever lifted anyone out of poverty. | disagree.
Trade has the potential to lift people out of poverty, but the
impact of any trade is dependent on the way it is conducted.
Trade that is conducted unethically has the potential to
make a few people very rich at the expense of the majority
of the people involved in the supply chain.

International trade is not purely about economics. At least,
it doesn’t have to be. It can be about social justice too.

Whereas free trade does not exist anywhere in the world,
Fairtrade is a working model of a trading system that tries to
address issues beyond pure economics. In order to meet
the criteria for Fairtrade Certification, the production
process must be sustainable for both the community and
the environment in which that production occurs. The
Fairtrade model is not a perfect one by any means, but it
has benefited millions of poor farmers and other producers.
It also offers a challenge to the conventional models of
international trade, which reap huge economic rewards that
are shared very unequally.

In May 2008 research conducted by TNS CAPI showed that
70% of the UK population recognised the FAIRTRADE
Mark, with 64% linking the mark to a better deal for
producers in the developing world. Sales of Fairtrade
products in the UK have risen from £16.7 million in 1998 to
£712.6 million in 2008. This suggests that increasing
numbers of people in the UK are making an informed
choice to buy Fairtrade goods. It is unlikely that these
people have been fooled by clever marketing. The
marketing budgets for Fairtrade goods are miniscule
compared with those for the goods produced by large global
companies. | would argue that the ideals of the Fairtrade
movement appeal to people at thel

deeper level of personal values.

| agree that buying as much as possible
from poor countries is a good way to
fight poverty. However, | would rather
pay a fair price for fewer goods than the
cheapest possible price for as many P
goods as | can get.

Clare Carr

|

—

If you are interested in learning more about the debate around free trade and fair trade a good place to start would be
with War On Want'’s publication Trading Away Our Jobs available as a .pdf download from http://www.waronwant.org
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Registered Office: Secular Hall
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Tel: 07598 971420
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Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

LSS is a company limited by guarantee
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The Leicester Secularist Copy Deadline

The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon on
Monday 25th May 2009. Articles, letters, jokes,
poems, news, announcements, book reviews, adverts
are all welcome. Please send to me via the Hall or
email at the address in the box adjacent. Include
photos or illustrations where you have them.

Thanks. Harry Perry, Ed.

President - Allan Hayes; Tel: 0116 241 8747
Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com

Chairperson - Michael Gerard; Tel: 0116 210 9027
Email: michaelfrancisgerard@hotmail.com

Treasurer/Web group admin - John Catt;
211468

Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

Secretary/ Secularist ed - Harry Perry; Tel: 07795 097635
Email: harry.perryl @btinternet.com
Events co-ordinator - Mike Burden;
Email: mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk
Hall bookings - Wilf Gaunt; Tel: 07598 971420
Email: wilfredgaunt@yahoo.com

Website - Frank Friedmann; Tel: 0116 292 1964
Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Librarian - Gillian Lighton

Email: gillianlighton@hotmail.com

Keyholders: Allan, Michael G, Michael B, Harry and Wilf are
all keyholders for Secular Hall.

Audio-visual kit:  This is normally held by Michael G or
Harry.

All can be reached by post via the Hall address.

Tel: 01509

Tel: 07722 782727

Membership and Money

Thanks for renewing your subscription
(some 120 are now paid up and many
members have been very generous with
donations, totalling £1,400 so far). We still
expect another thirty-nine stragglers to renew - but soon
please! We have received a grant of more than £30K
towards the initial planning phase of the redevelopment of
the Hall but have to meet 10% of the cost, so funds are
stretched. We hope all our members will continue to support
the Society at this critical time.

You can pay an officer in cash or cheque at a meeting, or
you can send a cheque to John Catt, Treasurer, c/o the
Secular Hall, or you can do an armchair banking transfer to
our account at Unity Trust Bank, 9 Brindley Place, B1 2HB.
Sort Code: 08-60-01; A/c No. 20195380. If you use this
method please include your surname and postcode in the
reference box or email John that you've done it.

The subs:

Individual member = £15
Household =£20

Low income =£5

PLUS a donation if you can afford it.

Board Report Back From 25th February 2009
Three new members approved.

It was agreed to fund up to £1,000 of legal fees for the *

Leicester Rationalist Trust to discover whether they
could or could not grant the Society a lease.

Treasurer reported that his

reserve by the end of the financial year.
some spending to be considered.

Delaying

Mike Burden thanked for his work in putting the events '

programme together.

Attendance for Terry Sanderson disappointing.

Tom Paine event in June will be in Tom Paine week.
Autumn programme being prepared.

revised projections -
indicated we would sink to a low of just £1,000 in

Fire alarms and emergency lighting servicing contract
now in place - first tests next day.

Fire boarding of stairs a bigger job than foreseen -
need to rethink.

Agreed to appoint British Gas to service boilers.
PAT testing still to be arranged.

Still no progress on revising the Articles. Agreed this
should be dealt with at the next Board meeting.

Architects have completed the measured survey of the
Hall, next would be the conservation survey.

Meeting with business planning consultant agreed
(funded by Business Link).

Next meeting on Thursday 30th April.
Harry Perry, Secretary
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Poetry Corner

No poem here, you'll notice, but if you're on line and
can cope with robust (that's a euphemism) language
then this ‘beat’ poem ‘Storm’ is a real hoot:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB htgDCP-s

Disclaimer and Code of Conduct
Please note that the views and proposals expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the
Society and the Society and its officers accept no liability for views expressed. As a Freethought organisation any member’s views
will be published subject to the usual constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available. When writing

please abstain from intemperate language and avoid being unnec

essarily offensive, especially to other members! Thank you.

www.leicestersec

ularsociety.org.-uk

email: maile@/eicestersecularsociety.org.uk




