Manzoor Moghal Slams Religious
Policies of the Government

During the past two years the Society has| -
hosted three Muslim speakers (Anjem
Choudhary, Dr Shaaz Mahboob and Manzoor
Moghal) as well as an ex-Muslim, Maryam
Namazie. Anyone who has attended all four
of these sessions will be in no doubt about the
ferment of opinion in that ‘community’. At one
end we heard the Bin Laden sympathising
Anjem Choudhary, determinedly not sticking
to his brief to explain Sharia law but instead
lambasting all things secular, apparently
hoping for conversions! Somewhat more to
our taste was Shaaz Mahboob who told us
about Muslims for Secular Democracy, while Maryam
Namazie gave us a no-holds-barred critique of Islam from
the point of view of an atheist former Muslim.

Manzoor Moghal appears to sit somewhere between
Namazie and Mahboob. As a leading local Muslim Mr
Moghal delivered a withering critique of the government's
policies of promoting religion in his talk at the Society on 3rd
May.

Mr Moghal was a founder member of the Muslim Council of
Great Britain and is Chair of the Muslim Forum in Leicester.
He set his audience at ease by telling a joke at the expense
of politicians and went on to attack them for interfering with
religion, using faith to make political mayhem and all at the
taxpayer’'s expense.

The government, for example, through the NHS, spends
£42m providing faith chaplains in Hospitals whilst at the
same time denying nurses a 2.2% pay award. The religions
could afford to fund this themselves and so they should.

He reported examples of the extent to which the faith bug
has spread through local government too — Birmingham City
Council brought in religions to pronounce on water
privatisation! In Leicester the Muslim community has for
years run burial committees to give Muslims what they
required while complying with the law. Leicester City Council
then stepped in and started funding a group for just this
purpose! Why?

Mr Moghal declared that he had been a supporter of faith

Manzoor Moghal

academies until he saw the results: pupils
with tunnel vision. He was flabbergasted and
now campaigns against them all. Muslim
academies even discriminate between the
different sects of Sunni, Shia, etc. and
certainly do not take pupils from other faiths
as promised. They divide our communities
and do not help towards community cohesion.
In addition, New Labour's religious policy has
opened the door to the BNP'.

To get high standards of education parents do
not want religious schools — they want state
schools to be brought up to the highest
standards.

Leicester's reputation as a model for
successful integration is now being claimed by the religions
as a success for ‘inter-faith’ working but this is a lie — the
foundations for this success were laid by the secular work of
a range of people in past decades, beginning in the sixties.
Mr Moghal argued that all faiths plus Humanists and
secularists should work in co-operation rather than conflict
but unfortunately the Secular Society has been stigmatised
as ‘people of no faith'.

Tribal and cultural brainwashing by Saudi Wahhabism has
resulted in women being totally covered even in Leicester.
The Koran is clear it only requires ‘modesty’ without
specifying any need for covering apart from the hair.

In the lively Q&A period Mr Manzoor said ‘there is not a
single Muslim newspaper in the UK yet plenty of rich
Muslims’. We need to ‘put our own house in order then see
what we can we do to influence government policy'.

The last questioner said that with the views expressed ‘you
could be a member here so why are you still a believer?’
Given the final word, Mr Moghal replied, ‘I cannot let that
pass, | am a Muslim because | believe in true Islam, because
it is logical, scientific and down to earth. | enjoy it because it
is wonderful.’

The audience showed much appreciation for a mightily
thoughtful and inspiring - and secular - talk.

John Cook and Harry Perry
(Pennie Blatchford on Manzoor Moghal page 6.)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sunday 31st May, 6.30pm: Religion and Caste in the
from his recent two-month visit to India.

Wednesday 3rd June, 7.30pm: Non-LSS event - Philosophy in Pubs

Leicester.
Sunday 7th June, 6.30pm: Half-year LSS General Mee

Sunday 14th June, 6.30pm: The superb Brian Humpherson Sextet

concessions £6, on the door.
Tuesday 16th June, 7.30pm:

Sunday 21st June, 6.30pm: Thomas Paine after 200 Y
his own time and today.

Sunday 28th June, 6.30pm: Wine Tasting for Amateur
£7, members and concessions £6.

Sunday 5th July, 6.30pm: Fighting for Secular Huma

Politics of India. At the Hall. Satish Kapur reports back
at the Swan and Rushes, Oxford Sreet,

ting. At the Hall, for members only.
jazz evening. PAY EVENT. Tickets £7.50,

Non-LSS event - Skeptics in the Pub at the Park in Hotel Street, Leicester.

ears. Bob Morrell talks on the impact of Paine’s ideas in
s with guide David Payne. PAY EVENT. Non-members

nism. Allan Hayes, President of LSS, will talk about the

struggle for Humanism, what has been achieved and what has still to be done.




Challenging Faith Schools in Uganda

Steve Hurd and Chris Wright of the
Ugandan Humanist Schools Trust
gave an informative talk to a small
(19) but interested audience at the
Hall on Sunday 17th May. Well
illustrated with slides, facts and
video the speakers explained the
significance of this grass-roots
initiative and some of the issues
being faced. The schools were only
recent creations of three Ugandans
and they were at different stages
within the state registration process.

There had
already been sabotage from the
established Catholic missionary
school authorities and one priest had
sneaked in to give an unauthorised
Bible class! The other main players
were Anglican schools and American
evangelicals with plenty of cash.

The key thing holding back progress
at the moment was a lack of funding
to employ the requisite number of
qualified teachers and to put in basic
infrastructure like water and power.

Many secularists had expressed interest in supporting the
schools with money and voluntary work via visits, etc. All
this was very welcome and the speakers appealed for
anybody who was interested to make contact.

Cheques should be made payable to: Uganda Humanist
Schools Trust (UK ) and posted to: 31 Greenmeadows
Road, Madeley, Crewe, CW3 9EY.

Please say whether your money is for a cash donation or
scholarships. If you belong to a group and are interested
in identifying a large item for targeted fundraising then
please discuss this with Steve Hurd, tel. 01782 750338.

Email: info@ugandahumanistschoolstrust.org
Web: ugandahumanistschoolstrust.org

Steve Hurd

Chris Wright

Terry Sanderson is Wrong

| don't see the difference between, on one hand ‘striving for
separation of church and state and saying no to faith
schools’ and on the other hand ‘fighting the atheist cause
and denouncing religion’ (report April Secularist). To my
way of thinking they are both on the same hand. After all,
why are we striving for the first two objectives if religion isn't
objectionable?

George Jelliss

Poetry and Guitar
Eleanor Davidson writes:

Leicester Secular Society's very own poet-in-residence
Paul Howe, and singer-songwriter Steve Parker, invited us
into their world this evening (26th April). We experienced
lost love, life on the edge, stinging humour and incisive
comment on society.
forgotten dustbin!

It was all there: life, death ... and a

Thou shalt not kill
And must love thy neighbour
are slogans | quite favour
So there's a concept I'm grapplin’ -
Who can explain
an Army Chaplain?

Paul Howe

Jesus’ Teaching 4 - Priorities

For any decision we have to make the mind has evolved to
pick out the first priority in a complex situation and to
organise itself to act promptly and sensibly around it.

Going along the access road to our house | became aware
of a girl of about 6 playing with a ball on the pavement,
along which there was a line of parked vehicles, leaving just
enough room for two average cars to pass each other
carefully. Suddenly | noticed that the child’s ball had rolled
into the middle of the carriageway. | stopped. | then
became aware that a car coming in the other direction had
stopped also. In the event the girl came to the edge of the
parked cars and stopped too. The ball then rolled back
towards her and it was safe for the drivers to move again.
Thus in a fraction of a second two drivers, independently of
each other, recognised the first priority - a child’'s safety -
and took the correct action. Thus we have empathy leading
to evaluation leading to action. So when Jesus emphasised
the need to recognise the first priority, which he did often,
he was playing into something we can do quite naturally.
So why did he emphasise this at all? First | think because
he knew that religious prejudice could actually act against it.
He spoke out against those who forbade people to heal on
the Sabbath day; but he also spoke out against those who

in selfishness would deprive old folks of the care that their
children owed to them. Selfishness can play into religious
thinking and he needed to emphasise that one can only
make sense of life by putting love first. At this point we can
now link back to the story of the Good Samaritan and these
thoughts can also help us to interpret many other stories
about Jesus that might otherwise prove difficult.

For us in our time we too can think of many situations in
which we can lose sight of priorities. On the Antiques
Roadshow recently | heard of Tommy Robartes who in
Word War | rescued another soldier in no man’s land only to
be deprived of the Victoria Cross because it was considered
that he had put himself at unreasonable risk! And then too
people are put off attempting to rescue and help people in
trouble because litigation lawyers have found that failed
rescue attempts are a good source of income. In fact we
can say that the modern legal system milks the Good
Samaritan but winks at those who walk by
on the other side. The message of Jesus
can speak to us today. But | also think it is
a humanist message. Jesus was critical of
that sort of religion that does not put
human values first.

John Edmondson




Plus ¢a change, plus c’est la méme chose ...

1909 — Leicester Secular Society 100 Years Ago

1909 appears to have been a quiet year for the Leicester
Secular Society with no major disagreements or upheavals.
When the half-yearly general meeting had to be postponed
because there were no completed nominations for various
offices, Sydney Gimson, then the president, commented
somewhat sourly ‘perhaps we should take it as strong, but
somewhat inconvenient evidence of the peace reigning in
our Society at present, for had there been any controversy
raging, no doubt the nominations would have been
numerous’.

Members were involved in a wide variety of social activities
and there are references in the minutes to whist drives, the
Sewing Circle, ‘Tea for Old People’, socials, ‘Smoke Room
Entertainments’ etc. The Society assets included three
pianos so musical activities appear to have been important.
Nevertheless, there was discussion as to how ‘to increase
the attractions of the Society, suggestions being for more
concerts, whist drives, discussions, reading classes, cricket
club, members outings etc.’

There were some concerns about apathy. Only twenty-six
members were present at the adjourned half-yearly general
: meeting despite a plea from
Sydney Gimson - ‘do try to
be present ... and help liven
things up a bit. Library
borrowings were down from
the previous year — 266 in
1908 and ‘even smaller’ in
the first six months of 1909!

The Society had a number of
women members and two,
Mrs Maud Odames and Miss

Elizabeth ‘Liza’ Chawnor
were on the general
committee. Maud suffered

im% |from TB, had an alcoholic
husband and was frequently
short of money and food, but

Maud Odames

none of this appears to have prevented her from being an
active member. There is also reference to Mrs Orton
(Maud's sister) being on the Benevolent Fund Committee.

The involvement of children was seen as important,
particularly through the Sunday School. In April the Sunday
School put on an operetta, ‘Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs’, in aid of the Children’s Summer Excursion.
However, occasional problems are indicated, the November
minutes recording ‘Children not in charge of parents not to
be admitted to McCabe’s lectures’.

In March the Society celebrated the twenty-eighth
anniversary of the opening of the Hall, in October, the
centenary of the death of Thomas Paine. Sunday lectures
included Mrs Bradlaugh Bonner on ‘The Evolution of the
Idea of Hell" (with lantern slides!), Mrs Stanbury on
‘Suffragist and Anti-suffragist’, Dr Plant on ‘Pure Water and
the Health of the Community’, Earl Russell on ‘Darwin and
Darwinism’ and a series of four lectures by Joseph McCabe
on ‘The Evolution of Morality’. A Russian speaker, Mr A.
Aladin, leader of the Labour Party in the first Russian
Duma, spoke on ‘The Struggle for Freedom in Russia'.
Sunday lectures did not continue through the summer, but
finished at the end of April and resumed in September.

Society subscriptions for members were 9d a month for
men, 6d a month for women. Arrears were common and
recorded at committee meetings.

The possibility of installing electric light in the Hall was an
important issue during the year, with the committee
agreeing to go ahead if the cost did not exceed £30.
Another topic discussed on several occasions was the
proposal to sing an additional hymn after Sunday meetings
(agreed, but then should it be sung after the discussion,
after the collection or during the collection?).

The roof, then as now, gave trouble and the year ended
with this item: ‘Mr Wilkes reported that an objectionable
black substance fell at times from the grid in the roof over
the gallery and made the seats unfit to be used. He was
requested to remedy this, the estimated cost being about
£1.

Gillian Lighton

Humanism in the New RE Syllabus.

It is important that schoolchildren get to know that there
are other life stances than those of the ‘principal’ religions
and that they acquire an enquiring approach to life.

| have served on the Leicester Standing Advisory Council
on Religious Education (SACRE) for the last five years:
this is the body that deals with RE in state schools other
than religious ones.

It's a long slog, and official regulations impede progress,
but gradually Humanism is creeping in, and the subject is
becoming more open and educational. Five years ago we
were told that community cohesion was nothing to do with
RE; now we are told that it is one of its most important
objectives. In the new Leicester ‘Agreed Syllabus’,
launched last week, slots are provided for ‘non-religious’
approaches and - possibly a first in the country - the
Humanist ‘happy human’ logo appears on the cover
amongst the usual religious symbols. | understand that
insistence from RE teachers has helped in gaining these
advances. A sympathetic account of the Society and
Secular Hall is provided in the support materials.

Against the weight of the traditional religions these may
seem small improvements, and they are, but we build on
them. The British Humanist Association website for RE

teachers, www.humanismforschools.org.uk, is part of this,
and other materials and training courses are in
preparation. It is my hope that the Society can play a part
in this. In a related development, we are seeking funding
to put on courses in Philosophy for Children,
www.sapere.net.

Similar progress is being made across the country, but it
has to be said that Leicestershire SACRE is still refusing
even to admit a Humanist member - John Catt has
recently been turned down.

The big blockage to further change is political: government
reluctance to do anything without the say-so of the Church
of England, and its wish to curry favour with the other
religions. Continued steady pressure is needed.

Hopeful signs are that people in the religions are coming
round to our views, witness the Accord Coalition,
www.accordcoalition.org.uk, and locally,
a respected Muslim saying to me ‘Islam
can learn from Humanism’, a Baha'
member saying ‘| know you don’t believe
in God, but thank God for Secularism’, |
and, of course, Manzoor Moghal's recent
talk.

Allan Hayes




Daily Worship in Schools

My son's school is currently having to jump through some
hoops in an effort to avoid having to implement the law
which forces them to force pupils ‘to participate in a daily
act of collective worship, the majority of which in any term
must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’.
There's a right for parents of under-16s to withdraw their
children from this, and also a new one for 16-18 year olds
to withdraw themselves if they want to. But why should we
have to single our children out in this way?

Quite rightly, the school is resisting this: the vast majority of
pupils at the school are not Christians, and any attempt to
carry this out would merely lead to mass defections from
assembly until there was an official assembly with about
five kids in it, while all the rest waited outside until church
was over.

As it is, the kids are taught about various religions and
cultures, beliefs and festivals, which strikes me as a
reasonable way to go about it. But 'worship' doesn't come
into it.

The law is an ass, and it should be repealed. You'd have

thought that the latest Equality Act was the time to get rid of
it, but the government decided to write in an exemption that
(alongside all of those allowing 'faith schools' to do what
they want) means that this is one place where it's OK to
discriminate.

As the Independent journalist Johann Hari put it: ‘“Why
does this anachronism persist in this blessedly irreligious
country? For all their whining that they are persecuted, the
religious minority in Britain are in fact accorded remarkable
privieges. They are given a bench-full of unelected
positions in the legislature, protection from criticism in the
law, and vast amounts of public money to indoctrinate
children into their belief systems in every school in the land.
| can understand why the unelected,
faltering religious institutions cling to this
law so tightly. When it comes to faith, if you
don't get people young, you probably won't
ever get them.’ (Can still be found at: http://
tinyurl.com/pf5lcz.)

Chris Williams

An Eyewitness in Palestine

On Sunday 17" May a big
audience gathered at the Society
to hear Gordon Nightingale
speaking on his experiences as
an activist supporting the
Palestinians in their struggle
against Israeli occupation. He
has spent some time with the
International Solidarity
Movement in the West Bank, taking part in activities like
accompanying children safely to school, demonstrating
against illegal Israeli settlements and actions concerned
with confronting the terror of the Israeli state.

Gordon spoke about how the occupation affects all aspects
of Palestinian life. In the West Bank there are hundreds of
checkpoints apparently built to the same design as industrial
cattle sheds. These checkpoints are used by the Israelis to
harass and intimidate people on a daily basis. People
queue for hours to get through them. The psychological
effect was chillingly demonstrated by a comment made by a
Palestinian friend — ‘I now have checkpoints in my mind.’

Gordon also talked about the construction of a light railway
connecting the western business sector of Jerusalem with
illegal Jewish settlements built on Palestinian land. This is
part and parcel of the continuing ethnic cleansing of
Palestinian Arabs from the city. He told us about a family
he had been living with. Expelled from Jaffa, they were then

living in Jerusalem. Now they have been evicted from their
home a second time. This ethnic cleansing is designed to
extract the status of Jerusalem from any peace negotiations
in the future. The company building the light railway is
called Veolia and is based in France. There have been
calls for a boycott campaign against the company.

We were told about the resistance against the Apartheid
Wall. Ahmed, a friend of Gordon’s, was killed by Israeli
border police at a demonstration against the construction of
the wall. As well as using live ammunition Israeli forces also
use ‘rubber’ bullets that are actually made of metal with a
thin coating of rubber around them. They are lethal.
Children as well as adults have been killed by these bullets.

Gordon argued that the Palestinian people need our support
in their struggle for liberation. He mentioned various
campaigns taking place around the world, particularly the
boycott against Israeli products. Our local supermarkets
continue to stock items from Israel or from the illegal
settlements in the West Bank. He said to look out for the
labels on herbs, vegetables and fruit in particular.
question and answer session after the talk,
there were various suggestions as to how we
might take action in this regard. You can be
further involved by joining the local Palestine |
Solidarity Campaign here in Leicester
(leicesterpsc@btinternet.com).

Kerrigan Rudon

In the

Wordsmithying
| liked Peter Thompson's '‘New Vocabulary' deliberations on
‘word-stretching’ (April Secularist). 'Souls' in this poem is
one such word - a word to be struggled over. The Profane
Poetry session on Sunday evening, 12th July, will be full of
contested words.

Beginning with a recital of selected poems from my first
seven collections of Love Poems for Ivan, | will then invite
members of the audience to say (not read) one of their own
poems. This will lead into a discussion of an egalitarian
poesis, the kind of thing that is coming out of Leicester's
monthly open mic poetry sessions, WORD.

Those who want to recite a poem of their own on 12th July
need to be at the Secular Hall by 6.20p.m. on that Sunday
to indicate their intention.

Bobba Cass, Performance Poet

Bobba Cass, 30th April 2009




Secularists Meet the Christadelphians

| attended a series of public lectures at the Christadelphian
Hall in Leicester. They are a friendly and welcoming
bunch. The main lecture of interest to me was 'Can we
take science seriously and still believe in the Bible?’” The
speaker was a retired fresh water biologist, John Halliwell.

You will be relieved to know that the answer is yes! We
were taken through a ‘pebble on the pond’ survey of
General Relativity/Quantum Theory but the main focus
was the Bible and medicine. John showed how it is
possible to produce suitable quotes from Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy to show that the virtues of
washing hands, a good diet and the advantages of
moderate consumption of alcohol are conducive to a

healthy life. What he failed to do was to show any
empirical evidence in the Bible that supported his
arguments.

He really did come unstuck on, you've guessed it,
evolution. As a scientist, listening to another scientist, | felt
embarrassed. We heard a lot about monkeys, typewriters
and Shakespeare sonnets. Evolution was portrayed as a
purely random event, with no mention of natural selection.

John went on to 'quote mining'. He trotted out the Darwin
quote 'the eye being formed by natural selection seeming
to be absurd in the highest degree' (abridged). Classically
the speaker failed to go to Darwin's next paragraph 'Yet

reason tells me ... that the difficulty of believing that a
perfect complex eye would be formed by natural selection,
though insuperable by our imagination, can hardly be
considered real.’

The newer favourite of the 'irreducible complexity’ of the
bacterial flagellum was also rolled out.

A simple google of 'irreducible complexity' reveals loads of
peer-reviewed articles by respected members of
prestigious institutions that dismantle these ideas
systematically and evidentially. To avoid a libel suit I'll just
say that John needs to brush up his ideas as to what he
means by 'simple’ cells.

We were not allowed to ask questions in the tradition of the
Secular Society, but only informally over a cup of tea. A
damage limitation exercise? Are they frit?

I was made welcome, but why oh why do they need to
make the world more than it is - a fully satisfying marvel.

To quote Tim Minchin:
To gild refined gold
To paint the lily
To throw perfume at the violet
Is just plain silly
Mike Burden

Rammell Protests at Imprisonment

To mark the one year anniversary of
their arrest,
Rammell has reiterated concerns for
the seven Baha'i leaders who are still -
imprisoned in Iran, and renewed calls d
for them to be guaranteed a fair trial.

The five men and two women made |
up an informal national committee,
serving the needs of Iran's 300,000 strong Baha'i communlty

of Bahd'i Leaders in Iran

Minister of State BiIll

Despite being formally charged in February with ‘spying for Israel,
‘insulting religious sanctities’ and ‘propaganda against the Islamic
Republic’ - charges which could attract the death penalty - they are still
awaiting trial. The EU has expressed its deep concern for the well-being
of the seven detainees, who have been denied access to legal counsel.

All seven detained Bahda'is are members of the ‘Friends in Iran’, an ad hoc
co-ordinating body for the Baha'i community in Iran. The ‘Friends in Iran’
was formed after formal Bahd'i institutions were banned by the Iranian
government following the 1979 Islamic revolution.

According to Amnesty International, at least 19 Baha'is have been
arrested since 25th December 2008, and five Baha'is arrested on 14th
January remain in detention, apparently charged with ‘propaganda
against the system’, without access to family visits or a lawyer of their
choice.

FCO Press Release

After the Fall - Sharia Style (from Lyn Hurst)

vast majority who choose twenty-first century universal values
over medievalism.

Join us in supporting this struggle and calling for:

* the abolition of discriminatory and Sharia laws

* an end to sexual apartheid

* secularism and the separation of religion from the state
* equality between women and men

In the coming months, we will be organising towards mass rallies
in various cities across the globe on 21st November. We've

One Law For All Campaign

On 19th April 2009, the Somali parliament unanimously endorsed
the introduction of Sharia law across the country. A few days
earlier, the imposition of Sharia law in Pakistan's north-western
Swat region was approved. Last month, a sweeping law
approved by the Afghan parliament and signed by President
Hamid Karzai required Shi'a women to seek their husband's
permission to leave home, and to submit to their sexual
demands. Because of international and national protests the
new law is now being reviewed but only to check its compatibility

with Sharia law.

The imposition of Sharia law in the legal codes of Somalia,
Pakistan and Afghanistan brings millions more under the yoke of
political Islam. Local and international pressure and opposition
are the only ways to stop the rise of this regressive movement
and defend women's universal rights and secularism. From Iran
and Irag to Britain and Canada, Sharia law is being opposed by a

chosen this date to mark both Universal Children's Day (20th
November) and the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence Against Women (25th November). If you are interested
in helping us organise a rally in your city, please contact us at:
OLFA_enquiries@yahoo.co.uk

Maryam Namazie
http://www.onelawforall.org.uk/index.html




Join Us to Celebrate Darwin’s 200th Anniversary

SATURDAY 4TH JULY

A highlight of the trip will be an opportunity to s
‘Endless Forms: Charles Darwin, Natural Science and
at the Fitzwilliam Museum ( www.darwinendlessforms.org )

Some information about Cambridge will be given as w

We will arrive in Cambridge at the Fitzwilliam Museu
party of the day to see the exhibition.

You will be free to spend as much time as you like

finest in the country (www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk).

The rest of the day will be yours to do as you plea

Suggestions include a visit to Christ’s College (Da
King's College Chapel, boating on the Cam, a visit

along the 'backs' (www.visitcambridge.org).

Departure:

Return: coach leaves Cambridge at 5.30pm from the same point that you got off, namely the Fitzwilliam Museum,

arriving at Secular Hall at about 7.15pm.

Booking: please book early with Mike Burden. Do bring family and friends. To confirm your reservation bookings
should be accompanied with payment. Seats are £12 per person.

By email:
receipt of payment.

By telephone:
will be given on receipt of payment.

In person:

By post to:

Please make cheques payable to 'Leicester Secular S

rwin's college), Trinity College (Newton's college) ,

coach departs at 8.00am from outside Secular Hall.

mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk. You can indicate your intention to go on the trip but confirmation will be on

Mike Burden on 0116 270 3335. If | am out please leave name and contact number. Again confirmation

to me (Mike Burden) or my representative, at the Hall at one of the Sunday evening lectures.

Mike Burden, 5A Holmfield Court, Holmfield Road, Leicester LE2 1SD.
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More on Manzoor Moghal ...

Manzoor Moghal, who chairs the Leicester Muslim Forum,
is clearly a thoughtful and intelligent man and his talk on 3™
May was interesting. For those of us who had attended the
talk by the scary Anjem Choudhary last year, it was
certainly reassuring to hear from a moderate Muslim! Mr
Moghal could almost be considered a secularist in that he
shared many of the concerns of his Sunday evening
audience regarding his faith and interference by the state,
and vice versa.

However, one glaring and stunning difference between
Islamic and secular values was highlighted. When asked
to explain a comment he had made regarding the ‘obvious’,
‘practical’ and ‘reasonable’ reasons for the segregation of
women and men during prayer, he explained that women
are attractive and men might be distracted from prayer if
they came into physical and visual contact with women. Of
course, teaching Muslim boys and men to ignore the

distraction, to conduct themselves in an appropriate and
modest manner and see these women simply as fellow
worshippers was clearly not considered an option.
Presumably, rather than teach self-control, it is far easier to
remove the problem by segregation.

Mr Moghal opposed the veiling of women but didn't seem
to make the obvious connection between the two
‘solutions’ to the problem of sexual attraction. If women

are a ‘distraction’, then removing them (from prayer with
men in the mosques) or by covering them entirely (with the
nigab) removes the responsibility from men to see women
So

as human beings, not simply sexual objects.
segregating (or veiling) women is not done
out of respect for the women as is so often
claimed, it is done to remove temptation from
the men. It was nice to have confirmed what
so many of us have suspected!

Pennie Blatchford




Library News

| have transcribed Sydney Gimson’s Random Recollections
of the Leicester Secular Society and there is now a copy
available if anyone would like to read it. Although it is
available at the County Record Office in Wigston, | thought
there should also be a copy in our library. Anyone with an
interest in the early years of the Society might enjoy
reading it. It includes some information about the Gimson
family, the opening of the Hall and some of the Society
members. However, the main focus is on the more
interesting of the lecturers of the time (including Charles
Bradlaugh, William Morris, Annie Besant and George
Bernard Shaw), many of whom stayed with the Gimsons
and were also personal friends.

New Books

Many thanks to Rupert Halfhide, who very kindly donated
two new books to the Library:

Charles Darwin, Evolutionary Writings , edited by
James A. Secord. This includes key chapters from all
Darwin’'s major works, not only On the Origin of Species

and The Descent of Man, but also his journals from the
Beagle voyage and his autobiographical writings. A
selection of contemporary reviews and responses from
scientists and writers adds to the interest of this book and
James Secord’s introduction explores the historical context
and the global impact of Darwin’s theory. The book also
includes a detailed chronology of his life and a map of the
Beagle voyage.

Why Evolution is True , by Jerry A Coyne. This very
accessible book gives a comprehensive overview of the
vast amount of evidence supporting Darwin’s theory which
has been gathered in the 150 years since the publication of
On the Origin of Species. It also demonstrates very clearly
how the ideas of those who promote
intelligent design and creationism are not
supported by the evidence.

Thank you, Rupert, both for a much-needed
update to our books on Darwin and for the
encouragement to the librarian!

Gillian Lighton

The European Elections and the Crisis of Confidence

The scandal of MPs milking the expenses system has
brought to a head the disaffection with the British political
system that has been growing for some time.

On all sides the previously apolitical as well as those with
traditional mainstream political allegiances are in uproar at
the barefaced cheek of people who have been only too
keen to lecture the rest of us about moral standards,
obeying regulations and not scrounging off the system.

It is unfortunate that responsible hard-working MPs are
being tarred with the same brush - but they all had a hand in
keeping a system that needed radical reform years ago.

When added to breaches of faith over policies on things like
Iraq, the Post Office, banking regulation and the European
constitution - and the open applause for people who
became filthy rich’ at our expense - the scandal has been
the last straw for many.

Whatever the reasons, we now have an unprecedented
crisis of confidence in the political class as a whole, opening

the way for smaller parties and independents to make a
mark in the coming Euro elections.

The big danger in all this is the BNP. In the North-East it
seems the best way of preventing a BNP win is to vote
Green. I'm not sure about the quirky maths of the election
system in the East Midlands but | understand that the
Greens will oppose religious restrictions on gay rights and
will defend the rights of the non-religious in Europe, though
the wording of their Education Policy does not inspire great
confidence about their secular stance ('to embrace a multi-
faith perspective throughout the school curriculum’). While
we must despair at the faith school policies of the Labour
government, and its religious agenda, things are not quite
as bad as they were under Blair. The Lib-Dems have
several leading members in our camp but, like the Tories,
might be fearful of tackling the entrenched power of religion
in Europe. UKIP is UKIP. So, what should those with
secular priorities do? | think it probably best to ask the
candidates about their own views and vote accordingly.

Harry Perry

John McKenzie Page
26th October 1940 - 29th March 2009

John Page was a friend of mine for
more than twenty-five years. | knew
him when he was a schoolteacher at
what used to be Gateway Boys’
Grammar School.

He was one of the most practical i
people | ever met. Not only could he
teach his subject, which he knew from
A to Z and back again, he was also a fine mechanical,
electrical and electronics engineer.

He was responsible for many inventions and innovations,
some of which he was not allowed to talk about.

His prowess as a musician was an eye-opener and he
was an extremely capable pianist, cellist and banjo
player.

He never married, and lived in the house in which he was
born.

He leaves a younger sister, Pat, who lives with her
husband in Melbourne, Australia.

Ken Roseblade

& Eleanor

John Page’s Funeral

Over forty people attended John Page’s secular funeral
service at Secular Hall on 20th April 2009.

The assembly included members of John Page’'s family,
Society members and friends.

Davidson, Society member and Humanist
celebrant, conducted the funeral and several close family
members and friends of John contributed eulogies.
Donations in memory of John should be made to Kidney
Research UK.

Eleanor Davidson conducts the funeral
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The Leicester Secularist Copy Deadline

The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon on
Friday 3rd July 2009. Articles, letters, jokes, poems,
news, announcements, book reviews, adverts are all
welcome. Please send to me via the Hall or email at
the address in the box adjacent. Include photos or
illustrations where you have them.

Thanks. Harry Perry, Ed.
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Keyholders: Allan, Michael G, Michael B, Harry and Wilf are
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Anyone got problems?
| saw a damp card in the grass on my walk to the gym. The
title, Mr Wahab, rang a bell, so | picked it up and read the
following:
Mr. Wahab
NO LIFE WITHOUT PROBLEMS
NO PROBLEMS WITHOUT SOLUTIONS
First man to combine the powers of spirituality
No matter what your problems are, | can help you solve
them, even desperate cases, relationships, work and

business difficulties. For those who feel unloved, unhappy
and unlucky | can remove evil spells and bad luck. | can help

a person who is looking for leadership or popularity. If your
loved one, husband or wife walks out on you | can help with
the most powerful spell to bring him or her back immediately.

Quick Results
Happiness and cure people who use alcohol and tobacco
20 Biddulph Street, Leicester LE2 1BF
(off St Peters Road)
Telephone: 0116 254 7228
Mobile: 07900 943 844

Allan Hayes

Burden.
All can be reached by post via the Hall address.

What's a jemmy compared to a share
certificate? What's breaking into a bank
compared to founding one?

Bertolt Brecht, The Threepenny Opera
From Dave Ray

Refugee Week

The twentieth of June every year is World Refugee Day, and the week in
which it falls is marked in the UK as Refugee Week - a week (or longer)
of events and activities to, amongst other things, raise awareness about
asylum and to promote the positive contribution made by asylum
seekers and refugees - for more info see: www.refugeeweek.org.uk

Regards, Gill

Leicester, City of Sanctuary - covering Leicester, Leicestershire and
Rutland. www.cityofsanctuary.org

Board Report Back from 30th April 2009
Two new members approved.
One more coffee morning to be trialled.

Final version of Audience Development Plan
received from Marion Blockley. AH to distribute to
Board members.

Comments made on draft LRT letter to their
solicitors for advice for which we are paying.

Rent now coming in from the shop but
Weighwatchers hirings have ended.

Good portable PA system bought, with aid from the
George Jelliss collection.

124 members renewed to date. JC to write to
stragglers. £1,418 received in donations. Funds
remain extremely tight.

AH to write to Council re Humberstone Gate parking
and loss of loading bay.

Agreed to object to Houstons planning application to
raise their building by three storeys.

Autumn events programme at an advanced stage.
Big name speakers to be sought for 2010.

Cambridge trip agreed. Concessions only for
children.

Draft amendment to Article 5.5 agreed for EGM.

EGM to have reports from main officers and discuss
amendment to articles and any motions put forward
by members. CW to propose a campaign group.

Importance of Board co-options agreed. Some

members to be asked.
Next meeting on 28th May.

Disclaimer and Code of Conduct
Please note that the views and proposals expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the
Society and the Society and its officers accept no liability for views expressed. As a Freethought organisation any member’s views
will be published subject to the usual constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available. When writing
please abstain from intemperate language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members! Thank you.




