
 

 

The Future of the Hall  
and the Society 

Over 30 members gathered on the evening 
of Sunday 31st January to hear 
presentations from three speakers: the 
architect, Helen Axworthy, on the three 
design options she has come up with; the 
Treasurer, John Catt, on the pros and cons 
of charitable status; and the President, Allan 
Hayes, on the reasons why he thinks it 
essential to proceed with a modernisation 
plan and to obtain charitable status. 
In discussion it was clear that there remain significant 
differences of opinion on the three design options, the 
pros and cons of going charitable and the desirability of 
tying the Society so tightly to Secular Hall.   
As regards design, queries were raised about the 
provision for people with disabilities; the loss of the 
garage and therefore any car-parking spaces for 
tenants’ staff, cleaners, or maintenance workers; 
closing of the passive ventilation ducts; sound 
insulation; the reduction in area for the shop; and the 
presence or otherwise of a café/bar facility.  
Doubts about charitable status were expressed by 
several members, with fears of an irreversible loss of 
independence uppermost in members’ minds.  A choice 
was clearly put by John - if you want to modernise the 
Hall the costs dictate that charitable status is needed to 
make the enormous fund-raising task a little easier 
through the tax benefits of Gift Aid.  If we don’t 
modernise the Hall, or abandon it, then charitable status 
is not needed. 
Apart from the continuing uncertainty about the final 
design the main component admittedly missing from the 
modernisation package at present is a Business Plan 
that brings it all together in a convincing way.  Bearing 

in mind that this needs to address the very 
serious problem of raising the funds to pay 
for it all, it is quite worrying.  The new cost 
estimates included with the architect’s 
designs put the figure now needed (at 
today’s prices) at between £2.14m and 
£2.61m, exclusive  of VAT, service 
connection upgrades, decanting of 
ourselves and tenants, local authority fees, 
various surveys, and furniture and 
furnishings.  This means the amount falling 
to the Society to raise under its own steam 

has now grown to well over the previous estimate of 
£500,000 and this is likely to rise further as costs inflate 
over the next three to four years - the new time-scale 
indicated by Allan in his speech. 

The meeting was sadly deficient in that no speaker with 
an alternative strategy for the future of the Society was 
invited to put a case to the members.  Mike Cullen, from 
the floor, suggested that even a modernised Hall would 
still put young people off as it is too much like a church.  
He advocated renting space in somewhere like the new 
Phoenix Centre and leaving the preservation of the Hall 
to others. 
The Chair, Mike Burden, said that this was the first of a 
number of meetings for members to gain an awareness 
of all the complex issues involved before making 
irrevocable decisions in the coming months.  He pointed 
out that booklets with the design options were available 
for any member that wants a copy and that your 
comments would be very much 
welcomed on any aspect of the plan.  
Send them to the Secularist or to Mike 
Burden, by email, or post to the Hall or 
join in the discussion at: http://bit.ly/
SecHallChat 
Harry Perry 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday 14th February, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Love a t First Byte - love poems said, read and talked abo ut.  
Bobba Cass in conversation with Alison Dunne, the ‘Book Doctor’ in a Valentine Day special.. 
Tuesday 16th February, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel St reet:  Skeptics in the Pub.  Simon Singh speaks on Science 
Reporting in the Media .  Within days of this talk Simon Singh will be in the appeal court fighting the libel claim by the 
British Chiropractic Association.  Come and show your solidarity.  Non LSS event. 
Sunday 21st February, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Let’s T alk About Sex … and Pleasure.  Steve Slack of the Sheffield 
Centre for Sexual Health reviews recent legislation on sex education in schools. 
Sunday 28th February, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Eyewit ness in Gaza.  Local human rights worker Jenny Linnell 
reports on the year she spent in Gaza, including the time of the Israeli invasion. 
Wednesday 3rd March, 7.30pm, Swan and Rushes, Oxfor d Street:  Philosophy in Pubs - free discussion.  Non 
LSS event. 
Sunday 7th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Artificial  Intelligence Demystified.  Prof. Adrian Hopgood of De 
Montfort University will talk on AI and mount practical demonstrations. 
Sunday 14th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  The Reaga n Democrats.  Joe Merton will ask why some US Democrats 
voted for the unlikeliest of candidates. 
Tuesday 16th March, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Stree t:  Skeptics in the Pub.  Science and Uncommon Sense II .  
Dr Kevin Byron will review some counter-intuitive concepts in modern scientific research.  Non LSS event. 
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Mike Burden, Chair 

Caroline Moles, proposing: 

· Uranium mining is destructive, exploits miners and 
spoils the earth, and uses up valuable water supplies in 
its extraction. 

· Nuclear power stations are very expensive.  The new 
Finnish nuclear power station, AREVA, cost around 
€6bn and has taken much longer to build than planned.  
The construction involves the production of CO2. 

· Transport of uranium and storage of waste costs the 
earth and produces CO2 and is a terrorism risk. 

· Storing waste (e.g. in France) is expensive, dangerous 
and could be used by terrorists, or could cause 
accidents for very long periods. 

· Generating nuclear power, because it is such a 
powerful and energetic process, is potentially very 
dangerous.  There have been failures in the process - 
e.g. Chernobyl (Ukraine) and Three Mile Island. 

· Nuclear power generation creates few jobs.  In England 
we would use French or US expertise to build them with 
little benefit to the UK in terms of skill or job creation. 

· Nuclear power needs lots of water to cool the reactors, 
so power stations are built near lakes, seas, or rivers 
and are thus subject to floods or droughts, leading to 
accidents with the attendant risk of radiation exposure. 

Chris Williams, opposing: 

· Nuclear power is by no means perfect. It's expensive 
and potentially dangerous if not done right.  But the 
viable alternatives are worse.  Nuclear's CO2 emissions 
per kilowatt are so much better than coal or gas that we 
need to consider nuclear as part of an energy policy. 

· Renewables can be useful, but to power the UK from 
them, we'll need to cover it in wind turbines, surround it 
with tidal turbines (or barrages) and pave about 5% of it 
in solar panels. This might not be possible. 

· Nuclear waste is poisonous but it occupies very little 
space so it's easier to look after than the massive 
volume of CO2 pumped out by a coal power station! 

· There are scores of states with nuclear reactors, but 
only eight with nuclear weapons - so nuclear weapons 
proliferation is a political issue, not a technological one. 

· Coal power stations are more radioactive than nuclear 
ones, since they release all the radioactive material 
mixed up in the coal. 

· If you want an illustration of the numbers behind these 
arguments, visit withouthotair.com - a website which 
both the Economist (which I don't buy) and 
Permaculture magazine (which I do ... weird, eh?) 
recommend! 

Despite the snow and ice 25 intrepid members attended the nuclear power debate at the Hall on Sunday 10th January. 
The motion under debate was that:  This Secular Meeting supports the view that we do n ot need to build nuclear 
power stations to reduce our emissions of global wa rming gases.   

Caroline Moles proposed the motion and Chris Williams opposed. 
Obviously believing that freethinkers would allow themselves to be persuaded by stronger arguments put in open 
debate, the Chair, Mike Burden, took a vote on the motion at the beginning and the end in an attempt to gauge the 
changes of opinion as a result of listening to the arguments by the two protagonists.  His expectation was confounded as 
our proud freethinkers voted exactly the same at the end as they had at the beginning: 11 for, 8 against and 3 
abstentions! In brief the arguments put by each side were as follows: 

In contributions from the floor many members of the audience demonstrated a high level of understanding of the issues, 
both scientific and social, and several suggested additional arguments on each side.  Paul Howe caused a stir with his 
proposal to use digesters to generate huge quantities of gas from shit, and Peter Thompson observed that the problem 
with green technologies is that the energy sources are so dispersed that the infrastructure required to collect it is in itself 
a huge expense and costly in terms of CO2 during manufacture.  The member who made the inevitable jibe about 
collecting the hot air from meetings of the Secular Society shall remain nameless.  But shame on you! 

CITY OF SANCTUARY 
Food for Thought  event at County Hall 
Thursday 4 th March 2010, 9am to 1pm 

Food for Thought is our latest event and through it we aim to increase donations in support of asylum seekers across the city and 
county, and also to reduce the amount of food and other usable goods going into landfill sites.  The morning will include an 
opportunity to hear from some of the organisations involved in supporting asylum seekers locally, including the British Red Cross, 
Refugee Action, the Open Hands Project and Fareshare Leicester, and to join in discussions about generating additional 
donations for current projects and ideas for new initiatives to increase the limited support currently available.  To reserve your place 
contact Gill Buttery at: Leicester@cityofsanctuary.com, 0116 2616222 / 07716 073403 or fax: 0116 2616226 



 

 

Oppose Islamophobia  

Lyn Hurst argues that we should not confuse opposing racism 
with refraining from criticising Islam and struggling against it.  
This position is correct although we should also expose racist 
and fascist organisations such as the British National Party 
and English Defence League which promote racist aggression 
under the cover of opposing Islamic fundamentalism. 

However, there is another aspect of this issue not discussed 
by Lyn and that is the rising tide of Islamophobia which has 
been whipped up by the British government and media as part 
of their campaign of supporting the NATO imperialist wars of 
terror on the people of Iraq and Afghanistan.  Islamic 
countries are represented as constituting a terrorist threat to 
‘Western civilisation’.  In fact the rise and spread of some of 
the more rigorous versions of Islam is a response to Western 
imperialism in its economic, political and military forms.  
People in Islamic countries have turned to their traditional 
religion for guidance in the face of attacks on their way of life.  
The victims are being portrayed as the aggressors. 

In the case of Afghanistan it was first the Soviet social 
imperialist invasion and then the American and British 
invasion which have stimulated a strengthening of Islam.  Also 
it should be noted that despite the military assault on their 
country Afghanis have not been involved in any terrorist 
incidents in Britain.  Afghanistan did not attack Britain.  It was 
Britain that attacked Afghanistan as, indeed, it has been 
doing, on and off, since 1838.  The Taliban, who are an 
authentic popular movement opposing both the internal 
criminal, drug-running warlords and the foreign invaders, are 
particularly demonised as Islamic fundamentalists.  Their 
traditional Islamic view on the place of women in society has 
been used as an excuse by many people to condemn them in 
the same breath as the imperialists and warlords.  This 
attitude has weakened opposition in Britain to the war and 
allowed the government to get away with portraying the British 
army as ‘brave heroes’ fighting a just war.  It should not be 
overlooked that the Taliban movement was formed back in the 
1990s by veterans of the anti-Soviet war who were appalled 
by the criminal behaviour of the warlord armies including their 
prostitution and rape of women.  The women of Afghanistan 
need to conduct their own liberation struggle.  Their freedom 
from male chauvinism will not be brought about by imperialist 
invasion.  We should not allow our opposition to the 
oppressive aspects of Islamic religion to blunt our opposition 
to unjust attacks on Muslim people. 

In Britain in recent years there has been a noticeable revival 
of religious adherence among people, especially young ones, 

from Muslim backgrounds.  Many of these people are the 
second and third-generation descendants of people who 
migrated here from Muslim countries.  Their parents and 
grandparents have led relatively secular lives and yet the 
young people are turning towards Islam.  One important 
reason is that although they were born in Britain and know 
only this society they are still not fully accepted.  They find 
themselves still subject to racism, perhaps in more subtle 
ways than in the past, and thus in a marginal position in 
British society.  One response is to explore the culture of their 
families of origin and this can lead to a strong identification 
with Islam which provides meaning and purpose in their lives.  
For a very small minority their identification with Islam has led 
on to involvement with terrorist activities but this is not so for 
the great majority. 

While opposed to religion, the Leicester Secular Society has 
always upheld freedom of thought including the right of 
religious adherence.  At the present time, given the growing 
Islamophobia in Britain, our position should be that first, we 
defend the right of Muslims to practise their 
religion (provided this does not infringe basic 
civil liberties), and only secondarily do we 
criticise and oppose it.  To do the reverse 
during the present period is to play along 
with the racists and imperialists. 

Ross Longhurst 

The women of Afghanistan: their liberation is not our fight 

A Word From the Webmeister 
Several issues are directly engaging LSS members at the 
moment - notably the Atheist Bus campaign, and, especially 
following our 31st January meeting, the future of Secular Hall.  
No doubt you'll read more information and views about both 
elsewhere in this Secularist, and I certainly have my own 
opinions on both.  

But here I want to make sure you're aware of some aspects of 
our presence on the web, starting with our Members' Forum 
(bit.ly/MembersTalk).  At some point soon, decisions need 
making about both the issues I started with, and we all need 
to be as well informed as possible.  Quite a few members 
have brought up more factors that need taking into account 
than can be considered in reasonable space in the Secularist 
or reasonable time at a meeting.  For example, the emotive 
Hall question goes far beyond a deeply felt commitment to our 
heritage on one hand or, on the other, being free to campaign 
for secularism without the burdens of the Hall - there are 
many facts and conflicting requirements to consider. 

All members are entitled to read and join these discussions - 

so if you're not already signed up for the Members' Forum, 
then let John Catt know (he'll need your email address).  After 
checking you're a member, he'll get you set up and tell you 
how to log in. 

Then there's our blog  - this can be a lively public face for the 
Society, but it needs frequent contributions - usually opinion 
pieces relating to current issues and controversies.  If you 
write to the Mercury or The Times, or the Secularist, or you 
just want to get something off your chest, maybe you could 
join, and wake up, our panel of writers.  Let John or me know. 

Finally, there's the newsbox  you'll find on our homepage - it 
shows we're actively engaged, but only if it's frequently 
updated with pertinent short clips.  I sometimes add national 
or international items to keep it alive, but it's 
best if its main coverage is news of Leicester 
Secular Society and its members' activities in 
the community.  So thanks to those of you who 
have sent me contributions, and if you haven't, 
why not start? 

Frank Friedmann 
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* The Electronic Secularist * 
Taking your Secularist as a .pdf file over the internet saves the 
Society hundreds of pounds and allows it to be bigger too!  
We now have 28 members taking it on this basis saving us 
about £25 per month - that’s over £250 per year!  Contact the 
Editor (box on back page) to make the switch. 

Harry, Ed. 

Why Worry? 
Trying to come up with a suitable slogan for a Leicester bus 
campaign has got me to consider more carefully the 
nagging discomfort I’ve had all along about the original 
slogan: ‘There’s probably no God so stop worrying and 
enjoy your life.’  It seems to me there are two problems 
about this from a secularist point of view.   
First of all, who’s worrying?  Obviously the various God 
freaks (not the same thing as the majority of people in 
religious communities, by the way).   But it now occurs to 
me that the others worrying are atheists – who tend to bang 
on about the non-existence of God (or gods in general).  
Frankly I find this boring, because profoundly irrelevant.  
Yes, there’s constant mayhem in the world perpetrated by 
those asserting that they are maiming and killing in the 
name of (their) religion.  And yes, there is a growing 
number who want to proselytise and indoctrinate, starting 
as young as possible.  But what are the real motives behind 
all this?  Nine times out of ten, political.  In the ‘troubles’ 
endured by the long-suffering people of Ireland the 
bombers and the gunmen were not really interested in the 
finer points of Christian doctrine.  For them being ‘Catholic’ 
or ‘Protestant’ was really about who is to govern, who is to 
have power and privilege.  The same holds true for those 
now planning the various murders-cum-suicides allegedly 
being carried out in the name of Islam.  Bin Laden and his 
like are out to take over as much as possible from the Great 
Satan - and they’re not about to blow themselves up in the 
process.  It’s not about God - by whatever name - in this 

case either.  Nor is the struggle between Shias and Sunnis 
in Iraq and elsewhere.  Here it’s even more obviously about 
political and economic power, as is the campaign being 
waged by the Taliban against the West and ‘Western’ 
values in Afghanistan.  Secularists should be aiming to 
demonstrate the politics that lies behind all these ‘religious’ 
shenanigans.  Arguments about the existence or non-
existence of a supreme being are therefore a diversion.   

But equally problematic is the second part of the bus slogan 
– its apparent endorsement of self-centred hedonism.  For 
while secularists should never be over-solemn, neither 
should they take things too lightly.  ‘Enjoy your life’ carries 
the sub-text ‘- and sod everyone and everything else’.  It’s 
important that altruism and social or ecological concern 
should never be abandoned to religion.  The new-found 
social and environmental concern of popes and prelates 
should fool nobody.  Certainly, capitalist-inspired 
consumerism and self-regard is a secular phenomenon, a 
handy tool for the God-pushers.  Secular but not secularist.  
For me anyway secularism is centrally about valuing the 
things of this world but not as possessions or commodities 
to be consumed.  This little planet and its living inhabitants 
including, importantly, our fellow humans, is 
all we have; it’s also all we can pass down to 
posterity.  Social justice in relation to other 
people today and in years to come is 
something really worth worrying about.  We 
shouldn’t overdo it though. 
Doug Holly 

Make the Pope Pay! 
If you’re cheesed off about us having to pay 
for the Pope’s visit to the UK - when he will 
lecture the Prime Minister about the need to 
grant an exemption from equality law for the 
Catholic Church so they don’t have to employ 
gays - then sign the National Secular 
Society’s petition at: 
http://tinyurl.com/ykmtmkv 

Canine Surprise 
A burglar broke into a house.  As he was rifling through 
drawers and cupboards he heard a voice say ‘Jesus is 
watching you.’  The burglar shone his torch around, but seeing 
nobody assumed he’d been hearing things, and continued to 
rifle.  Then came the voice again.  ‘Jesus is watching you.’  
Again the burglar shone his torch around and this time it 
alighted, in the corner of the room, on a cage in which was a 
parrot.  The burglar asked the parrot, ‘Did you say that?’  The 
parrot replied ‘Yes’.  The burglar said, ‘What’s your name.’  
The parrot replied ‘Moses’.  The burglar sneered, ‘What sort of 
people call a parrot “Moses”?’  The parrot replied ‘The same 
sort of people who call a Rottweiler “Jesus”.’ 

From Terry Larkin 



 

 

The Leicester Bus Campaign 
Anyone who has spent a chilly half-hour waiting for a bus 
may already have doubted God’s existence. The Secular 
Society hopes to confirm these doubts when the bus 
eventually arrives. This edition of the Secularist launches 
Leicester’s first ever Secularist Bus advertising 
campaign.  
If we can raise enough money, your donations will give 
secularism a visible presence on our local streets. Your 
donations will also generate debate, brighten people's 
day on the way to work, and hopefully encourage more 
people to ‘come out’ as secularists, atheists and 
agnostics. The national campaign raised £153,000, we 
are aiming at a more modest £1,500. Members and 

supporters have already 
pledged £600, though 
the money is yet to be 
collected.  
Donations to this 
campaign can be made 
in the following ways: 

· Via pressing the donate button on our website 

· By sending a cheque or postal order to John Catt,  
LSS, Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester  
LE1 1WB made out to the Leicester Secular Society 
(write bus campaign on the back of the cheque) 

After extensive discussions, the Society’s Board has 
decided on the slogan ‘There’s Probably No God - Don't Let 
Religion Divide Us - Let's Enjoy Life Together’.  As with the 
famous Carlsberg ads (‘probably the best lager in the 
world’), ‘probably’ helps to ensure that our ads will not 
breach any advertising codes.  The Committee of 
Advertising Practice advised the campaign that ‘the 
inclusion of the word “probably” makes it less likely to 
cause offence, and therefore be in breach of the 
Advertising Code’.  

As Richard Dawkins says: ‘This campaign to 
put alternative slogans on buses will make 
people think, and thinking is anathema to 
religion.  The hope is that this will be the first of 
many publicity campaigns by the Secular 
Society. This depends on your generosity. 

Ned Newitt 

Of Mice and Cadbury’s 

Of mice we have an abundance 

In loft and motorhome too 

So traps are never redundant 

A SNAP! then straight down the loo. 
 

But shed not a tear for their fate 

'Cos it's quick and it's clean and it's true 

With Cadbury's the very best bait 

One mouthful, and then, toodle-oo! 
 

Now Britain's shares have all been sold 

And the money is in the banks 

Our treasured choc’late of old 

In the hands of philistine Yanks! 
 

But if Kraft mess about with our mix 

Putting cheese where cocoa should be 

Then just a couple of licks 

Will tell mice it’s not Cadbury. 
 

They’ll trip by with a murine smile 

Seeking the taste that cannot be beat 

Outwitting our aged guile 

And chewing holes in our three-piece suite. 
 

Harry Perry 

There’s Nothing In It 
Skeptics’ 10.23 Campaign  

Exposes Homeopathy  
At 10.23 on Saturday 29th January several 
Secular Society members joined others involved in 
the Skeptics in the Pub movement for a 
demonstration outside Boots on Gallowtree Gate 
aimed at exposing the nonsense claims of 
homeopathy. 
This particular event drew public attention to the 
fact that Boots ‘the Chemist’ sells homeopathic, so
-called ‘remedies’, alongside authentic medicines. 
At exactly 10.23, groups of campaigners gathered 
outside Boots branches across the country and 
then swallowed the entire contents of a tube of 
homeopathic tablets to prove that overdosing with 
the tablets has absolutely no ill effects - and 
thereby showing ‘there’s nothing in it’. 
No reports of any after-effects have reached the 
Secularist at time of going to press! 

Harry Perry 

Pennie Blatchford 

Mike Burden 

Typical homeopathy 
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Is the White Working Class Angry at Being Ignored  
For the Sake of Multi-Culturalism? 

The two articles from Wilf and Lyn, in January’s Leicester 
Secularist, are important not just for what they say but also 
because they dare to say it at all. 
Wilf is surely correct to point out that, at least in terms of 
discussing race/immigration, political correctness has stifled 
any genuine debate.  It is only a few years since anyone 
who questioned the concept of ‘multi-culturalism’ was 
immediately labelled a ‘racist’ by the PC brigade.  This 
enabled them to stifle debate and also perceive themselves 
as occupying the moral high ground.  Now that anyone who 
cares to look can see that multi-culturalism has led to 
apartheid-style ghettos in places such as Bradford and 
Oldham, its former proponents have mainly walked away 
without any acknowledgement that a theory which argued 
that integration could come about through separation was, 
to say the least, problematic. 

In all the major cities of Britain there are large groups of 
mainly, if not exclusively, white working-class people who 
are alienated from mainstream society.  Many of them do 
not vote and have no economic power so the major political 
parties are only interested in them if they riot or otherwise 
disturb the social peace. It is the BNP who appear to speak 
to this section of the population. 

What about the ‘lefts’ who after all make a great fuss of 
claiming to support the aspirations of working-class people? 
Who, say ten years ago, would have imagined that large 
sections of the far left who historically had supported 
women’s rights, gay rights, a woman’s right to choose, and 
so forth, would junk these principles in order to cosy up to 
Islamic fundamentalists.  As Lyn mentions, the Islamists 
have played a blinder in terms of portraying themselves as 
victims of ‘Islamaphobia’, a term extended to mean anything 
that opposes their reactionary programme. 
Ted Hankin 

Secular Hall – a Way Forward 
At the meeting to discuss the future of the Hall it became 
clear to me how I felt and what my view was. I feel that 
secularism is not about ‘bricks and mortar’, and we ought to 
consider walking away from the Hall, and trying to acquire a 
long-term base somewhere new and vibrant.  I would like to 
see if we could obtain a long-term lease in the new Phoenix 
Centre (I like the symbolism of rebirth from the ashes!) and 
meet somewhere airy and modern, rather than in a gloomy 
and depressing ‘church-like’ edifice.  I personally find the 
current venue totally unappealing, and wonder how many 
young students would be put off from signing up for the 
Society if their first taste of it were to be a mausoleum-type 
building?  It always puts me in mind of a church when I 
attend! 
I appreciate that many members (and non-members!) do 
want to preserve the building – conservation just isn’t my 
bag.  I’ve given it a bit of thought and here is my proposed 
solution, also making a clean break between the Society 
and the Trust. 
I very much suspect that the Rationalist Trust was set up in 
the days of industrial capitalism, and the industrialists who 
would have constituted the original Trustees would have 
thought nothing of dipping into their wealth to fund any 
repairs and enhancements to the building.  It would be 
worthwhile for the current Trustees to check that they are 
not in an equivalent position to the old ‘Lloyds names’, with 
joint and unlimited liability.  This is a Grade II listed building, 
and it is possible that the Trustees would be personally 

liable for any repair costs required by an enforcement 
notice, once the Society’s ability to pay was exhausted 
(accumulated funds plus £1 per member as we are limited 
by guarantee).  If this is the case, unless the current 
Trustees are either very wealthy, or conversely, ‘men of 
straw’ with no assets to be sequestered, then their optimum 
course of action would be to become a charity as rapidly as 
possible.  This charity should look after the development 
and enhancement of Secular Hall, and work out a usage 
with English Heritage and the various potential donors. 
Thousands of householders are unknowingly at risk of 
financial ruin with unknown church covenants hanging over 
them, which the CoE doesn’t think twice about enforcing 
when the local church needs tens of thousands of pounds of 
work doing! 
The Society should look to secure a modern and vibrant 
location for our activities, divorcing ourselves from Secular 
Hall.  As mentioned earlier, getting in ‘on the ground floor’ 
with a very, very long lease at the new Phoenix Centre, or a 
similar modern venue, does appeal to me. Those LSS 
members who are keen to preserve Secular Hall would join 
the charitable body constituted to do exactly that, and 
welcome in like-minded conservationists of any religious 
hue. 

It would be hilariously ironic if the Society ended up like a 
Church of England congregation, with the vicar (Chairman) 
desperately exhorting his flock to dig deep for the repairs to 
the church roof … 
Mike Cullen 

Cultural eXchanges: a festival of ideas, insight an d inspiration  
This week-long annual festival runs from 1st to 5th March this year. It will be based in the Clephan Building and the PACE 
(Performing Arts Centre) of De Montfort University and will showcase performances, discussions and talks by key people 
in the arts. It is hosted by the Faculty of Humanities and run by students on the BA (Hons) Arts and Festival Management 
course. Nearly all the events are free and all are open to members of the public.  

Highlights of this year's line-up include: 
> Germaine Greer:  distinguished academic, writer, broadcaster and journalist 
> Ken Loach:  renowned British film director 
> Alexei Sayle:  iconic comedian and writer 
> Michael Billington:  eminent Guardian theatre critic 
> Josie Long:  comedian and writer on the hit TV series Skins 
> Raye Cosbert:  music promoter and manager of singer Amy Winehouse 
You can book a place by telephoning the Box Office on 250 6229. The website www.dmu.ac.uk/
culturalexchanges has all the details of the events.  
Veronica Matthew 



 

 

Evolution and the Evangelist  
2 The Word of God  

Go into any church in the world and there will be one book 
which they hold in common - the Bible.  There is a kind of 
aura about it and it is just assumed that its teachings must 
never be questioned.  Every effort is made to support this 
view and in some churches a Bible, usually a large old 
pulpit Bible, is solemnly processed into the Church at the 
beginning of a service.  

Now there is no doubt that the Bible does contain some 
very positive messages.  The main one is about love which 
includes, particularly in the New Testament, a profound 
exploration of the meaning of forgiveness.  Then in the Old 
Testament, the prophets rage repeatedly against social 
and economic injustice.   

But there are also passages that are hardly inspiring and 
some that are positively negative in their implications.  Of 
other issues one can note that women are treated as 
second-class citizens throughout the biblical records with 
only a few exceptions.  

Perhaps one of the worst aspects of much biblical 
interpretation is the ancient rule that the Bible should be 
understood as a complete whole (laying aside the fact that 
it is a compilation of 66 books by about 40 authors 
spanning a period of over 1,000 years).  The effect has 
been that verses, often taken in isolation from their context, 
are given the weight of divine pronouncements.  An 
isolated verse in Leviticus coupled with two or three in the 

New Testament are press-ganged into service to oppose 
homosexual practices, although the Bible as a whole says 
little on the subject of sexuality.  
It is true that modern biblical scholarship has advanced to 
the point where in some Church circles much of the Bible 
has been reassessed as having limited validity and is only 
understandable in the context of the historical period in 
which it was written, taking all modern scientific 
understanding into account.  This liberal position has been 
bitterly opposed by a vociferous group sometimes known 
as fundamentalists.  But fundamentalist and literalist 
interpretations of the Bible lead almost inevitably to 
factional thinking in which different sub-groups emphasise 
this or that passage and give it their own slant and 
interpretation, which they then see as infallibly correct.  
The near split in the Church of England over 
homosexuality is a case in point.  
But why I wonder does anyone need to think that a human 
book should be credited with the idea that it is a divine 
revelation?  Why not see it as just another part of human 
history?  It may have some very positive messages but 
these messages are only a part of human evolution as 
humanity seeks to work out the solution to some of its 
deepest problems.  We should reject the 
mesmerising effect of church tradition and 
recognise that the task of biblical thought can 
be shared with other writings, from other 
traditions, both ancient and modern.  
John Edmundson 

The Perrys at Large in Russia! 
It was with growing anticipation that an audience of 25 
mainly Secular Society Members, but plenty of others as 
well, gathered on Sunday 17th January to hear about Jill 
and Harry Perry’s huge drive through Northern Europe 

and some of Western Russia. 

One-and-a-half hours sped by: 
they projected plenty of pictures 
and had a wealth of anecdote. It 
made you realise what a vast 
country Russia is as they 
projected helpful maps to give 
the course of their journey. 

They had ruthlessly pruned their 
700 odd pictures down to about 
200, and this must have been a 
hard task – they had so much to 
show and so much to say.  They 

concentrated on the Russia they saw and sensed, rather 
than political history or detailed accounts of the various 
rulers and events of the past. Perhaps it was sad that 
they were not able to interview the people they met – but 
Russian is a very hard language. It would be interesting to 
know how a random selection of people feel about the 
current state of this huge land mass. 

People came away impressed with their adventurousness 
and stamina, thrilled with the images and story of this 
great land voyage, and keen for more information about 
the history and current feelings in this great land.  But it 
seems as if this could form a semester of 
Secular Society meetings; it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable and interesting 
evening.  It remains to be seen whether 
any hardy souls will follow in their tyre-
prints. 

Michael Gerard 

The 84 metre high statue of 
Mother Russia leading the 

defence of Stalingrad 

The route Harry, Jill and the van Motorway services on the Moscow-Volgograd road 

A random recollection: Aldous Huxley reminds us of the words of his brother, Julian: ‘Operationally, G od is 
beginning to resemble not a ruler, but the last fad ing smile of a cosmic Cheshire cat.’ 
Terry Larkin 



 

 

The Dangers of Sincere Beliefs  
So Alistair Campbell, when he gave evidence to the Chilcot 
Inquiry, maintained that Tony Blair sincerely believed the 
intelligence regarding Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass 
destruction. 
During his own appearance today, Blair agrees: he was 
sincere … though exactly what the ‘45 minute’ claim meant 
is now wrapped in cautions and qualifiers.  Perhaps we’ll 
never know what he really believed? 

But we have to bear in mind that Tony Blair also apparently 
believes in virgin births, that wine can literally turn into the 
blood of a two-thousand-years-dead Palestinian man/god 
when imbibed (conditions apply), and that the torture and 
death of one individual is a perfectly acceptable way of 
atoning for the misdeeds of others.  For this reason, how 
impressed should anyone be by Mr Blair’s ability to assess 
evidence, apply reason to it and make sensible decisions 
based on his ‘beliefs’? 
We should not forget that it was Alistair Campbell who 
famously interrupted the then PM’s interview with Vanity 
Fair reporter David Margolick when he asked Tony Blair 
about his Christian faith. ‘We don’t do God’, said the Master 
of Spin.  Unless Alistair Campbell was referring to the royal 
‘we’, this statement was dishonest.  As we now know, Tony 
Blair does ‘do God’.  He ‘does God’ a lot! 
What people believe is personal, and so is why they believe 
it.  However, the moment they act on those beliefs in a way 
that involves other people, it ceases to be private.  The 

effect of an individual’s beliefs on his or her actions can 
have far-reaching ramifications.  In the case of a politician, 
those ramifications can be matters of life and death for 
hundreds of thousands of individuals.  They can, quite 
literally, change the world. 
Isn’t it time the public were told before each election what 
the candidate’s religious beliefs are? 
A candidate who believes that the universe is 6,000 years 
old and denies all the evidence for evolution has, by 
definition, a distorted view of science and his or her attitude 
towards research funding may be highly damaging. Equally, 
one who joyfully anticipates the End of Days may well be 
influenced by this belief with regard to topics such as global 
warming or WMD, to the detriment of all living things. 
More generally, how seriously should we view the 
candidacy of someone believes that in order to get 
verification that a thought is reasoned, accurate and 
justified, all they have to do is pray?  If they claim to have 
their choices affirmed by mind-talking to a being whose 
existence they cannot give empirical evidence for, shouldn’t 
this disqualify them from standing for 
office?  In other words, would we take 
seriously an individual who claimed to get 
advice from the fairies at the bottom of 
their garden and shouldn’t we at least 
know that this is what they ‘believe’ before 
we vote for them? 

Pennie Blatchford 

The Pope is Paranoid about Homosexuality 
Referring to the UK's commitment to equality of opportunity 
for all members of society, the Pope recently said:  ‘The 
effect of some of the legislation designed to achieve this 
goal has been to impose unjust limitations on the freedom 
of religious communities to act in accordance with their 
beliefs.  In some respects it actually violates the natural law 
upon which the equality of all human beings is grounded 
and by which it is guaranteed.’  
This is a thinly veiled attack on anti-discrimination 
legislation concerning LGBT people.  His claim that our 
equality laws undermine religious freedom suggests that he 
supports the right of churches to discriminate in accordance 
with their religious ethos.  He seems to be defending 
discrimination by religious institutions and demanding that 
they should be above the law 
This Pope has shown himself to be paranoid about 
homosexuality.  His opposition to LGBT rights knows no 
bounds.  He has declared that saving humanity from 
homosexual behaviour is as important as saving the 
rainforests from destruction.  This must be the most 
outrageous and bizarre claim yet made by someone who 
has already got a well-deserved reputation as one of the 
most viciously homophobic world leaders on a par with 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran and Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe. 

But his entrenched homophobia is not the only reason for 
criticising the visit, because the taxpayer in this country is 
going to be faced with a bill of some £20m as the visit will 
be paid for by the government not the Vatican.  All 
Freethinkers, Humanists and like-minded people should 
therefore sign the petition launched by the National Secular 
Society whose president Terry Sanderson said:  'We have 
a petition online where people can make clear their 
opposition to the state funding of this visit.  If the Catholic 
Church wishes its leader to come here, it should pay for the 
visit itself.’ 
(http://www.secularism.org.uk/petition-the-pm.html) 
It is imperative that the strongest possible protest be made 
when his so-called holiness visits the UK.  This is not 
without precedent.  During the last papal visit to the UK by 
John Paul I in 1982, a protest called POPE (People 
Opposing Papal Edicts) was instigated by the Gay 
Humanist Group.  It had the support of 
other gay and secular organisations 
including the Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality and the National Secular Society.  
On the occasion of the impending visit we 
must pull out all the stops to demonstrate 
our opposition. 

George Broadhead 
Pink Triangle Trust 

Skulduggery or Fantasy? 
In reply to Ted Hankins' comment about my suggestion that 
the Society should debate the question of whether the 
destruction of the twin towers was the work of Al Qaida or 
other agencies, I would suggest that the evidence the US 
government clearly regards as embarrassing is 
extraordinary in the extreme.  It should be remembered that 
the Bush family gained much of its wealth from investments 
in IG Farben, the firm that supplied the Nazi regime with the 
gas for their murder factories.  George Herbert Walker 

Bush, the president’s father, as director of the CIA, had 
funneled enormous amounts of cash to drug runners 
including Manuel Noriega and helped in the destabilisation 
of Argentina.  Bush utilised his own connections to help 
fund drug runners from Laos to Panama.  Most shocking 
was the so-called ‘cocaine coup’ in Bolivia in June 1980, 
masterminded by fugitive Nazi Klaus Barbie, ‘the butcher of 
Lyons’.  Barbie, who had previously been secreted in Latin 
America   by   the   CIA,   began   working  closely  with  the 

Continued on next page ... 



 

 

Bringing and Sharing 
On Saturday 23rd January from 1pm to 4pm Secular Hall 
hosted a ‘Bring and Share Gathering’, so that asylum seekers 
and the supporters who put up the standing orders for our 
monthly voucher exchanges could meet each other. Around 
70 to 80 people came, including some well-behaved young 
children, for whom we provided toys, and a fair number of 
Secular Society members.  Altogether it turned out to be a 
very enjoyable afternoon. 

There was lots of tempting English food, but in addition we 
had beef stews and bean dishes from Zimbabwe, chicken 
stew from Somalia, Russian salads, wonderful Sri Lankan 
chocolate cake and small round deep-fried breads called ‘puff 
puffs’. (We gave anyone who volunteered to bring some dish 
from their own country £5 to cover their costs.) There was so 
much food that we had to persuade people to take some 
home with them at the end of the day. 

We had a Zimbabwean disc jockey (with music too loud for 
my taste but you can’t please everyone) and during the 
afternoon about a dozen members of the Red Leicester Choir 
performed a number of their songs. There was an enthusiastic 
response to some of the African songs, and groups of asylum 
seekers joined the choir and added rhythmic movements and 
ululation. Following this the asylum seekers went on to 
perform several more native songs. 

I have had a lot of feedback from people who attended saying 
how much they enjoyed the ‘party’.  It was 
so successful that we are thinking of making 
it a regular thing. The Society is exploring 
the possibility of getting some funding from 
the City Council, in the name of community 
cohesion, in order to run similar days, 
perhaps every month or two. 

Bessie Hayes 

Why the Hall Should Be Retained and Restored 
I feel that the Secular Hall is a potential asset to the Society 
and should be retained and restored. The building itself acts 
as a physical beacon for the Society, in a way in which a 
rented space would not.  Many groups and individuals who 
use the Hall become aware of the Society’s positive presence 
in the city, even if they are not active members.  Don’t forget 
that many churches are keen to rent out space to various 
groups. Along with generating income, this approach gives 
them the kudos of being known as ‘community champions’. I 
commend recent efforts to expand the role of the Hall as a 
community centre.  

Some people have mentioned that the Hall is old and will, 
therefore, not attract younger people to the Society. However, 
I do not feel that this argument stands up to scrutiny. There 
are many older buildings in Leicester, such as Holy Trinity 
Church (Regent’s Road), and even the Corn Exchange pub, 
which are well used by younger people.  It is the interior of the 
Hall which needs changing, not the building itself. A 

successful Heritage Lottery restoration grant should allow 
sensitive modernisation to take place. 

Another argument against the restoration project is that it will 
divert the Society’s attention away from other more important 
secular issues. As I understand it, this is precisely why a sub-
committee has been formed to relieve some of the additional 
pressure of the application process away from the Board. It 
should be noted that the restoration project has not stopped 
the start of the Atheist Bus Campaign, spearheaded by hard-
working board member, Ned Newitt. 

If the restoration project fails, and I hope it will not, the Society 
can always revert to Plan B, i.e. the rental of 
other meeting space.  At least we should 
give the restoration project a shot, though. 
One only has to read about the positive 
outcomes from other successful restoration 
projects to appreciate the potential rewards.   

Richard Hopper 

Argentines and used drug money to finance a neo-Nazi cabal, 
one that succeeded in overthrowing the government.   
The troops swept through the capital wearing Nazi armbands, 
according to former DEA agent Mike Levine.  George H. W. 
Bush later facilitated the Iran-Contra affair, employing many of 
the same methods: secretly selling Central American cocaine 
in America and weapons to Iran while using the profits to fund 
the Contras and to overthrow democratically elected socialists 
in Central America; as the head of the CIA and later as Vice 
President toppled democratically elected regimes in South and 
Central America and began propping up a dictator by the 
name of Saddam Hussein in Iraq.  Although forbidden by 
Congress to do so, he continued to sell chemical and 
biological weapons to Saddam even after he used them on 
villages of innocent civilians.  A decade later the United States 
had to go to war against him and the Bush family again made 
millions from it.  See the Bush family crime tree. 

I list some of that evidence below: 

· No response to civil aircraft deviating from flight plans. 

· Shanksville crash debris spread over an area inconsistent 
with the plane simply crashing while still complete. 

· The collapse of building seven into its own footprint two 
football fields away from the twin towers for no truly apparent 
reason when the Deutchbank much nearer is still in use. 

· Government evidence using mobile phones from doomed 
aircraft when a mobile wouldn't work from that altitude. 

· Speculators clearly with CIA background had foreknowledge 

of the events because put-options were taken out on 
affected airline stocks prior to the events. 

· Evidence relating to the perpetrators ‘discovered’ on the day 
was falsified because some of these people are still alive. 

· Clear falsification of evidence relating to the existence of 
Osama Bin Laden. 

· Key witnesses remain hidden after ten years. 

· The contract to export the steel from the towers was 
activated so promptly that vital evidence as to the cause of 
the collapse was sent as scrap to China. 

· 9/11 bears all the facets of the Pentagon-approved ‘Project 
Northwoods’ plan for conducting self-inflicted, false-flag 
attacks in the US, and blaming them on a foreign enemy. 

· Larry Silverstein bought the lease to the whole complex six 
weeks before it was destroyed under suspicious 
circumstances.  It had never made a profit.  Building seven 
held documentary evidence surrounding the Enron fraud that 
conveniently for some was destroyed.  Further - suspicious 
financial transactions went on during the day of the disaster 
from building seven up until the time of the supposed 
incidental collapse.  Silverstein made 
around half a billion dollars from the 
collapse. 

This is just a little of the evidence.  If this isn't 
the perfect example of an extraordinary claim 
supported by extraordinary evidence then 
the moon is made of green cheese.  What do 
you think, Ted?  Is the moon green cheese? 

Dave Ray 

Continued from previous page … (Skulduggery or …. ) 



 

 

Leicester Secular Society Contact Details 
Registered Office: Secular Hall 

75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB 

Tel: 07598 971420 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 
LSS is a company limited by guarantee  

Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Allan Hayes: Tel: 0116 241 8747 
Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Chairperson & Events - Mike Burden:  Tel: 07722 782727  
Email: mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer/Web group admin - John Catt: Tel: 01509 211468 
Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Company Secretary - Chris Williams: Tel: 07718 629651 
Email: chris.williams@open.ac.uk 

Hall bookings - Wilf Gaunt: Tel: 07598 971420 
Email: wilfredgaunt@yahoo.com 

Website/News updates - Frank Friedmann: Tel: 0116 292 
1964 

Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Librarian - Gillian Lighton:  
Email: gillianlighton@hotmail.com 

Secularist  editor - Harry Perry: Tel: 07795 097635 
Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Keyholders: Allan, Michael G, Mike B and Wilf are all 
keyholders for Secular Hall. 
Audio-visual kit:  This is normally held by Michael Gerard or 
Mike Burden. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer and Code of Conduct 
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.  Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society and the Society and its officers accept no 
liability for views expressed.  As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views will be published subject to the usual 
constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available.  When writing please abstain from intemperate language 
and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  We express our thanks for non-Society images sourced 
under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education.  Resolution is reduced to prevent onward commercial use.   

The Leicester Secularist Copy Deadline 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon on 
Thursday  11th March 2010.  
Remember, articles, letters, jokes, poems, news, 
announcements, book reviews, adverts are all welcome.  
Please send to me via the Hall or email at the address in 
the box adjacent.  Include photos or illustrations where 
you have them.   

Thanks.  Harry Perry, Ed. 
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Board Report from 19th January 2010 

· No date set for next meeting 

· Chris Williams is to explore whether Secular Hall can 
be used during future Leicester Comedy Festivals. 

· Three new membership applications were approved. 

· It was decided to temporarily postpone active fund-
raising for the Atheist Bus Campaign owing to the Haiti 
earthquake appeal.  The strapline ‘There’s probably no 
God.  Don’t let religion divide us. Let’s enjoy life 
together’ was chosen for the campaign. 

· Allan Hayes outlined the requirements for Round 1 of 
the Heritage Lottery bid for the Hall.  This first stage of 
the bid will need to be completed by September 2010.  
Expressions of intent are still required from donors.  

· The issues surrounding charitable status were 
discussed. John Catt explained that there were good 
tax reasons for the Society to become a registered 
charity.  Ned Newitt thought that the consequences of 
not achieving charitable status could include loss of 
the Hall. 

· Allan Hayes has been nominated as ‘Secularist of the 
Year’.  He agreed to promote the Society at the 
awards ceremony. 

     Richard Hopper 

2010 Subscriptions 
Please pay your subs without further chasing. 
You can pay an officer cash at a meeting , or you can 
send a cheque to John Catt, Treasurer, c/o the Secular 
Hall, or you can do an armchair banking transfer to our 
account at Unity Trust Bank, 9 Brindley Place, B1 2HB.  
Sort Code: 08-60-01; A/c No. 20195380. If you use this 
method please include your surname in the reference 
box or email me that you’ve done it.  The subs are: 
Individual member  =  £18 
Household  =  £24 

Low income  =  £6 
Thank you. 
John Catt, Treasurer 

In the issue before last I challenged those implying I was a fool to 
think the twin towers 9/11 was as likely to be an inside job as the 
work of Al Quaida. There's been no response. Nuff said. 

Dave Ray 
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The Bishop stood in the immaculate grounds of his palace with 
his gardener surveying with pleasure his surrounds.  Turning to 
his gardener he said: ‘What wonders God has wrought my 
son.’  ‘Ay My Lord’, the gardener replied, ‘but you should have 
seen the mess he made of it when he was left alone.’ 

Gordon Goode 

Blind Faith 

I would support an atheist bus campaign and feel that Islam 
is a dangerous faith as it is so intolerant, almost like 
traditional Catholicism.  All faith is dangerous as it overrides 
reason.   

Hasn't it been called BLIND Faith?      

Mike Clutten 


