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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday 14th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  The Reaga n Democrats.  Joe Merton will ask why some US Democrats 
voted for the unlikeliest of candidates. 
Tuesday 16th March, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Stree t:  Skeptics in the Pub.  Science and Uncommon Sense II .  
Dr Kevin Byron will review some counter-intuitive concepts in modern scientific research.  Non LSS event. 
Sunday 21st March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  A Penny f or Your Thoughts.  Clare Carr and Jan Robertson will open 
this examination of the sources of our opinions in experience, gender and personality type. 
Sunday 28th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Headstron g Meeting.  Is this the right room for an argument?  Come 
along and air your opinions on anything that’s exercising your mind at the moment.   

Sunday 4th April, 10.30am, Spring Ramble around Des ford.  Route and assembly details inside. 
Sunday 4th April, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Chill-out evening. 
Wednesday 7th April, 7.30pm, Swan and Rushes, Oxfor d Street:  Philosophy in the Pub.  Come along and suggest 
something for discussion.  Non LSS event. 
Sunday 11th April, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  No Platfo rm for Fascists?  Mick Jarmaine will argue the case for denying 
opportunities for the BNP and other neo-fascist parties to put their views forward.   
Thursday 15th April, 7.30pm, Secular Hall:  A Profi le of the Non-religious.  David Voas, Simon Professor of 
Population Studies at Manchester, investigates who is unreligious and in what ways.   
Sunday 18th April, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  John Merc er - From Pauper to Prominence.  Member Frank Dewhurst 
will look at the life of the great Victorian textile chemist who has he believes has been neglected. 

Tuesday 20th April, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Stree t:  Skeptics in the Pub. The Men Who Stare at Goats. Non LSS. 

The Leicester Bus Campaign 

Your Cash Needed Now 

Please! 
The fund for Leicester’s first ever Secularist bus 
advertising campaign now stands at around 
£560.  There is another £300 pledged, but not 
yet collected. The campaign has spread to 
Facebook where it has a growing number of 
friends.  We are nearly at the halfway mark to 
our target, but we need to now make the 
campaign public to reach our target of £1,500. 

Our campaign has one small problem that needs 
to be resolved.  Ariane Sherine, who 

spearheaded the national campaign, does not 
like our slogan Don't Let Religion Divide Us - 
Let's Enjoy Life Together.  She believes that if 
we use the slogan ‘the message becomes a 
much harder anti-religious one’, and one that she 
does not want to be associated with.  That 
should not be a problem for us except that we 
have used the design and fonts from the national 
campaign.  So at its next meeting, the Secular 
Society’s Board will have to decided either to 
stick with the existing slogan and a different 
design or revert back to Now Stop Worrying and 
Enjoy Yourself.  Once this has been sorted out 
we can then start with a more public strategy of 
fundraising. 

Donations can be made through the donate 
button on the Society’s web page, however 
Paypal takes a commission, so if you can send a 
cheque or cash you can be certain that the 
Society will get 100%.  Please make cheques 
payable to Leicester Secular 
Society and send to our 
treasurer John Catt, c/o Secular 
Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate, 
Leicester LE1 WB (write bus 
campaign on the back of the 
cheque). 



Good Sex, Good Life 
Steve Slack, Director of Sheffield 
Centre for HIV and Sexual Health, on 
Sunday 21st February, gave us a well-
informed and concise (between the time 
the PowerPoint apparatus was 
operating and he and his partner were 
to catch a train for London!) 
presentation:  ‘Sexual Health Promotion 
and Pleasure’.  The nub of it is best 
summarised in his own words in the 
pamphlet he prepared, Pleasure – A 
Booklet for Workers on Why and How 
to Raise the Issue of Sexual Pleasure in 
Sexual Health Work with Young People:  
‘We need to be active in supporting and promoting choice 
around pleasurable sexual activity, which is informed and 
free of coercion, discrimination and violence.  Sex 
education, which includes information about sexual 
pleasure, is not about promoting sexual activity.  It is about 

promoting the sexual rights of all 
individuals.  Everyone needs accurate 
information and skills to make informed 
choices and to negotiate the type of sex 
which is good and pleasurable for them.’  
Young people who freely know about 
their bodies, masturbation and safer sex 
practice are much less likely to have 
sexually transmitted diseases, 
unwanted pregnancies and experience 
of abuse.  Using back-up from Mae 
West and Woody Allen (soz, if you 
weren’t there I’m not 
going to supply you with 
the juicy bits), Slack 

gave us an entertaining hour.  In the 
course of it he adapted the presentation 
well for his audience – older and sexier 
was also part of his remit.    

Bobba 

Artificial Intelligence Demystified 
An interesting title, interesting enough to 
attract 36 mystified listeners in the 
audience, who were warmed immediately 
by Dr Adrian Hopgood’s liking for ‘a 
smooth pint of London Pride’, as Mike 
Burden alluded to.  Real (Ale) people, it 
seems, can be academics too! 
We were cajoled into expectation by the 
marvel of Honda’s Asimo robot on the 
projector screen and waited for the 
explanation of its wonder.  However what 
Adrian delivered still seemed to mystify.   
The history of ‘AI’ was very interesting, 
arguably starting with Boole as long ago 
as the 1800s, taking us to the Dartmouth 
Conference in 1956 where the phrase ‘Artificial 
Intelligence’ was coined.  Adrian explained various 
approaches to AI including knowledge-based systems 
which learn their own rules, albeit with a bit of a head start; 
neural networks and fuzzy logic which make logical 
decisions using sense that you and I would understand; 
and genetic algorithms that take their name from Darwinian 
theory.  Unsurprisingly the audience probably knew more 
of this than the speaker.  I think it’s fair to say that this 
Society might not have named these algorithms the same 
way, given the challenges from the floor. 

The big message was how much work has to be done to 
realise what we humans would term a simple task, like 
recognising the content of a photograph.  It seems the 
answer is to use a myriad of techniques to make progress.  
Just like we think I suppose.  Adrian explained that the 
‘blackboard’ approach to making progress was making 

things faster; he champions this 
philosophy, but faster is still relative. 
What was clear was how much time there 
will have to be from now until AI, as the 
layman understands it, becomes a tangible 
reality.  We have cameras controlled by 
fuzzy logic, government websites designed 
by expert systems, and video games 
enhanced with genetic algorithms, but a 
machine with common sense is clearly far 
away, and anything intuitive like the 
science fiction fantasy of Robbie the Robot 
remains just a pipe dream. 

The lively floor debate; ranging from the 
ethics of military application of AI to 
driverless railway trains; kept the audience 

captivated for some time after the lecture, and surely 
posed some unanswered questions itself. 
Doubtless there were many in the audience who could 
empathise with Adrian’s lucid explanations of network 
diagrams, iterative analysis and control systems.  For most 
maybe the real questions were ‘What is Artificial 
Intelligence?’ and ‘Just how does Asimo do that?’, but the 
next time you use your washing machine or take a picture 
with your new digital camera, I guarantee you’ll think of this 
lecture. 

So are we demystified?  Answers on a 
postcard always welcome, of course hand
-delivered, and discussed preferably over 
a pint of London Pride. 

Trev Chesterton 
Guest reviewer 

Annual Spring Walk - Sunday 4th April 
What could be nicer than a leisurely stroll 
through our beautiful Leicestershire 
countryside on a spring morning?  Doing it 
with friends from Sec Soc, that’s what! 
Assemble at the Greyhound Inn, Botcheston, 
LE9 9FF at 10.30am, wearing boots or strong 
and comfortable shoes.  Order your pub lunch before we 
start and then enjoy the 4.5 mile ramble (2.5 hours) over 
gentle hills and vales. 

To get to Botcheston from Leicester take the 
A47 Hinckley Road west from Leicester.  
Beyond LFE take the B582 right turn for 
Desford at the crossroads and at the mini-
roundabout just before Bosworth College take 
the right turn down to Newtown Unthank.  
Turn left there for Botcheston. 

It could be muddy in places and if rain threatens bring a 
cagoule or similar.  Let me know if you are coming so we 
don’t go without you!  Contact details on the back page. 
Mike Burden, Events Co-ordinator 



Twin Towers 
On 18th January BBC 4 had a trailer for an exhibition that 
the British Museum is going to put on.  They have selected 
99 items that experts regard as being iconic symbols of the 
progress of humankind through the ages: starting with a 
flint axe dating from 4,000 years ago.  The hundredth item 
is being left for popular selection. 
Local museums are being encouraged to take part by 
putting on exhibitions of their own.  To this end, Neil Oliver 
(of Coast) was at Glasgow's museum.  His unexpected 
response, when asked what he would suggest as an iconic 
item for the present age, was the terrorist downing of the 
Twin Towers: as marking a paradigm shift from the past to 
the future – a boundary between them. 
Mmm ...  never thought of it like that before: but he could 
be right. 

Two thoughts spring to mind: 
First: Illustrating the protest of other cultures at Western 
globalisation's submerging of their cultures and ideals.  We 
see this as regressive, because many of their practices are 
the very social chains that we have been struggling against 
since Luther: through the Civil War; the Enlightenment; the 
Declaration of Independence in the States; the French 
Revolution; the whole gamut of political and labour reform 
movements during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; 
topped by the institutionalisation of the Declaration of 
Human Rights.  Too many other cultures have, for a variety 
of reasons – mainly mass ignorance and brutal colonial 
exploitation – been unable to partake of these reformist 
developments.  It was the working class's observation of 
these colonial abuses during WW2, when British men were 
transported en masse around the world, that led to a 
popular, grass-roots resolve here to bring an end to the 

Empire.  As a 15-year-old starting work in 1947, and 
finding myself among these newly demobbed service men 
in the various jobs I had around the country, I found that 
the colonialists' unfair exploitation of their charges was a 
major topic of debate and disgruntlement.  The devastating 
colonial legacy has been to leave behind populations 
without any internal unity or homogenising social purpose 
to guide their democracies and give moral or ethical 
inspiration to their leaders. 

Second: The popular lack of commitment within our own 
society to those recently forged ideals (set out above), that 
I thought were generally accepted; but which are obviously 
not understood, or given their proper historical importance, 
by the products of our current education system. 

As I've stressed before, this mirrors closely the attitude of 
the late Roman Empire's citizenry, when they showed no 
interest in mobilising to defend themselves against alien 
influence and eventual invasion.  We tolerate concessions 
to unreformed, alien ancient cultures within our midst; 
while more recent developments in philosophy, science, 
culture and human rights, which shape our current way of 
life, are, in effect, denigrated, opposed and sidelined by 
order of our own governing and administrative elite: the 
education of these last having been controlled by our own 
retrograde proponents of these ancient 
dogmas. 
As Stephen Fry wondered: 'Are we 
entering a new Dark Age?'  This 
syndrome has already taken place twice, 
to my knowledge, since the initial dawn 
of Greek civilisation. 
Wake up. 

Wilf Gaunt 

Southall Black Sisters Win  

Secularist of the Year Award 

Southall Black Sisters have been 
awarded the National Secular Society’s 
£5,000 Irwin Prize for Secularist of the 
Year.  The award was presented to 
P r agna  P a t e l ,  Chai r  o f  t he 
organisation, at a prestigious award 
ceremony in central London on 
Saturday. 

NSS President Terry Sanderson said: 
‘Southall Black Sisters was set up to 
meet the needs of Black and Asian women who are the 
victims of domestic violence or injustices in the legal 
system.  The main aim of the organisation is to empower 
women in gaining more control over their lives, to be able 
to live without fear of violence and be able to assert their 
human rights to justice, equality and freedom. It is right on 
the forefront of the feminist struggle in this country.  It 
celebrated its thirtieth anniversary last year, being 
founded in 1979 during the Southall race riots.’ 

In a separate development, but one relevant to the debate 
going on in the Secularist, the Southall Black Sisters have 
issued a statement about the suspension of employee 
Gita Sahgal by Amnesty International.   Briefly, Gita had 
questioned why Amnesty International was championing 
the cause of Moazzem Begg, former inmate of 

Guant anam o and an I s l am ic 
fundamentalist.  The SBS argue that 
liberals must be careful that when 
championing traditional causes they do 
not end up advancing the interests of 
religious fundamentalists. 

In their statement they say: ‘If human 
rights are universal and indivisible - a 
view which we believe we share with 
Amnesty International – then it 
becomes all the more incumbent upon 
us all to double check who we take on 

as our partners.  If, like us, Amnesty International accepts 
that the question should not be about whether some are 
more deserving of human rights than others, then it needs 
to urgently review its collaboration with those who 
sympathise with all religious fundamentalist forces 
however difficult this may be.  The time has come for all 
liberals working within the human rights arena to engage 
their critical faculties, not suspend or leave them behind 
for fear of being labelled Islamaphobic, anti-semitic or 
racist.  There is another way of looking at human rights – 
one which does not trade women’s rights, or those of 
other vulnerable minorities, for either the right to security 
or for the right to manifest religious identity.’ 

Via Lyn Hurst 

Southall Black Sisters 
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Pope Benedict attacks government over Equality Bill  
This is the headline on a BBC story on the internet. 

The story (paraphrasing) says the pope has urged 
bishops to fight the bill.  He says the (proposed) legislation 
‘violates natural law’ and could end the right of the 
Catholic Church to ban gay people from senior positions.  
It could ‘impose unjust limitations on the freedom of 
religious communities to act in accordance with their 
beliefs’.  Catholic MP Ann Widdecombe says ‘this is a 
debate about religious freedom’. 

No! 
‘Natural law’ determines a person's sexual orientation.  I 
personally could not contemplate intimacy with a person 
of my own sex.  But I must accept there are others who 
are differently inclined. 
The Catholic Church do not simply want ‘to act in 
accordance with their beliefs’.  As ever, they desire to 
impose those beliefs on others.  And the bottom line is 
that the debate is about that desire. 
As Jonathan Finney from Stonewall says: ‘People should 
not be denied access to services and employment purely 
because they are gay.’ 

Terry Larkin 

Have a Go! 
As Events Co-ordinator I am always on the lookout for 
members with something to say - and willing to share it 
with the audience at one of our Sunday evening 
gatherings. 
If you have attended events you will know that the 
atmosphere is always friendly and supportive, with 
different points of view put over in a tactful and diplomatic 
manner - so there’s nothing to get anxious about! 

In recent programmes our women members have been 
seriously under-represented so if you are one of them 
please do your bit to help redress the balance! 
Just contact me - and likewise if you have any 
suggestions for speakers and topics. 
Mike Burden - contact details on back page 

Which Way for Secularism? 
On Sunday 7th February Simon 
Barrow‘s talk was entitled ‘Which Way 
for Secularism?’ Simon is co-ordinator 
of the ‘religion and society’ think tank 
Ekklesia. As described by Simon, the 
organisation is not considered to be a 
promoter of religious values but an 
observer of society from a Christian 
perspective and an advocate of various 
projects and ideas. It works with a 
range of people of differing views, 
including those of a secular persuasion, 
to help implement these. 

Initially, Simon attempted to tease out a 
comprehensive definition of secularism, 
distinguishing between ‘pluralist’ conceptions such as 
‘Promoting fairness in the public arena’ and ‘eliminative’ 
ones, e.g.  ‘Direct opposition to religious influences in 
society’. His view - and I doubt any would dissent - was 
that the pluralist conceptions were considerably more 
helpful in building bridges and offering the opportunity to 
find solutions together to commonly held aims. These 
might include the ending of privilege or promoting freedom 

of speech and dress.  
Simon’s argument was at his strongest 
when criticising the offensive language 
sometimes used by those advancing an 
‘eliminative’ conception of secularity. He 
mentioned chaplains depicted as 
‘parasites’ and believers described as 
‘pig-ignorant’. No one could deny that 
this is unhelpful and it is, in my view, an 
important concern. However, I remained 
unconvinced by substantial slices of the 
presentation. It was often vague, 
unpersuasive and not easy to grasp. The 
arguments regarding faith schools, for 
instance, were shadowy and sat 
uneasily, I felt, with most of the audience 

present. Nevertheless, his talk could 
perhaps encourage us to be more 
positive, pragmatic and accommodating in 
the achievement of our aims. 
Jan Robertson 

Guest reviewer 

Ask Them to Explain 
It is now over a month since the earthquake in Haiti.  We 
know the earthquake was caused by the movement of 
tectonic plates under the surface of the earth.  This is 
accepted by the millions of Muslims, Christian, Judaists 
and others who believe in a creator god. 
They also claim that their god is benevolent so they need 
to explain his purpose in designing a world with tectonic 
plates. 

As their god could have designed and created a world 
without tectonic plates why did he not do so?  They need 
to explain. 
Why are they strangely silent on this question?  Hundreds 
of thousands of people have died, and they stay silent. 
Humanists want to hear their explanation. 

Roy Saich   

Roy, your wish is granted on the facing page 

Is this an adequate solution? 



DRIVEL 
Sentamu on the Haitian Earthquake:  
‘I have nothing actually to say that 

makes sense ...’ 
In the Today programme of 14th January 
2010 John Humphries reported that Troy 
Livesey, a Christian charity worker in Port 
au Prince, has begged people to get down 
on their knees to pray for the people of 
Haiti.  Humphries then interviews John 
Sentamu, Archbishop of York, but finds his 
answers opaque …  
Humphries: … ‘pray to whom, to what, to 
the god that allowed this to happen in the 
first place?’ 
Sentamu  starts, astonishingly in the 
circumstances, by wishing John 
Humphries a happy new year!  Then 
Humphries asks him the crunch question... 
Humphries:   ‘Why did God allow this to 
happen?’ 
Sentamu:  ‘He created a world which is so beautiful, full of 
power, full of possibilities that at times, water for example, 
a fantastic reality, can at one time be a devastating thing.  
Is God got a slot machine in which we put in things and 
good things come out and bad things come out?  No, I 
actually believe that God is fully engaged and I have 
nothing actually to say that makes sense of this horror, all I 
know is that the message of Christmas, the message of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, is that he is with us, 
erm, Rabbi Hugo Green, I think, said something more 
beautiful, when was asked ‘where was God when Jews 
were being gassed?’ and he said ‘God was being 
blasphemed and violated’ and what makes it more difficult 
because if you believe that everybody is made in the 
image and likeness of God, disaster like this actually make 
it appalling and very difficult because what you are seeing 
is the face of God being disfigured and that is quite pretty, 
pretty, pretty appalling.’ 
Humphries:  ‘But we are told two things aren’t we, we are 
told God is merciful and all-powerful.’ 

Sentamu:  ‘Yes, yes.’ 
Humphries:  ‘How can those be reconciled with what 
happens to a country like Haiti at a time like this?’ 
Sentamu:  ‘Well, for the Christian, you’ve got to see the 
God who is very much like Christlike and in him there is no 
unchristlikeness, er, you know, St Augustine of Hippo said 
‘he lies in a manger but contains the world, he feeds at the 
breast but he also feeds the angels, he’s wrapped in 
swaddling clothes but vests us with immortality’. 
Humphries:  ‘Yes, well I’m not sure I understand that 
answer to be perfectly frank with you, I don’t quite see 
what it has to do with the question.’ 
Sentamu:  ‘The question is that the god we’re dealing with, 
who is merciful and powerful, has shown his face to us in 

the person of Jesus and if you believe 
that God is very much like Jesus of 
Nazareth, questions of power, questions 
of mercy, ultimately find their answer not 
in a sort of a slot machine type god but 
actually a god who is with us, alongside 
us, and his power is made more stronger 
not in dictatorship but in terms of 
mercifulness, in humility and coming 
alongside us.’ 
Humphries:  ‘But what you seem to be 
arguing for here is precisely the slot 
machine type god because slot machines 
are random.  The suffering that is 
imposed, that has been imposed upon 
these people of Haiti, clearly entirely 
innocent people; many, many children 
amongst them; that is random, just like a 
slot machine. 
Sentamu:  ‘No, no, no, eh, Jesus was 

asked that question, when there was a 
Tower of Siloam which killed a lot of people, people were 
assuming that those who died because they were wicked.  
Jesus said ‘no, not at all, don’t be complacent, don’t think 
that you can comfort yourself by saying that bad things 
only happen to bad people’.  Everyone needs to be aware 
of their fragility and vulnerability and of their need for one 
another and for God, you see, we are a family; when one 
weeps we all weep, and I’m afraid the world as it is has got 
tremendous beauty, tremendous power within it, 
earthquakes, fire, this can be devastating  and it depends 
on where you live and you think well, why do they live in 
that place? Now with science now, for example, we know, 
that the early warning system for the tsunami can actually 
warn people when this is happening because our world is a 
world which we are not masters of.’ 
Humphries:  ‘So what do you have to say to somebody 
like Pat Robertson the American evangelical preacher, the 
candidate for President of the United States, indeed, at 
one point, who seemed to be blaming Haitians themselves 
for what has happened to them?  The country, he says, 
swore a pact to the Devil, at its creation, so in other words 
they deserved it.’ 
Sentamu:  ‘No, I think anybody who talks like this need to 
sit at the foot of the cross of Jesus where what actually you 
do is you don’t throw stones. I think he is absolutely wrong, 
er, Haiti is very close to America and you’d have thought 
that for these generations when the government nearly 
collapsed and the United Nations was the only thing that 
giving sense of it that America would have come to their 
aid and I’m very grateful and thankful that President 
Obama is taking a more pro-active help on their doorstep. 
So Pat Robertson, I’m sorry, he’s totally wrong, he should 
re-read his Bible properly and he should realise, like what 
my mother said, never point a finger because when you do 
three other fingers are pointing back at you.’ 

Humphries:  ‘Archbishop, many thanks.’ 

Photo: Box Turtle Bulletin 

Sorry, Can’t Do My Job as I’m Religious 
We’ve had taxi drivers, doctors, registrars and supermarket 
workers refusing to do their jobs because of their religious 
views.  Now a pharmacist has refused to fill a prescription 
for an oral contraceptive on account of their religion.  The 
pharmacist works for Lloyds chemist in Sheffield.  Lloyds 
have said they’re investigating but the pharmacists’ 
professional body, the Royal Pharmaceutical Society, is 

ambivalent - saying they put patients first but don’t require 
pharmacists to go against their religion!  The patient, 
Janine Deeley, is understandably upset at her treatment 
but next time the consequences could be more serious. 
If you’ve experienced anything like this yourself do please 
get in touch with the Society for support. 
Via Frank Friedmann 
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Supertheory Of Supereverything  

First time I had read the Bible 
It had stroke me as unwitty 
I think it may started rumor 
That the Lord ain't got no humor 

Put me inside SSC 
Let's test superstring theory 
Oh yoi yoi accelerate the protons 
stir it twice and then just add me, 'cause 

I don't read the Bible 
I don't trust disciple 
Even if they're made of marble 
Or Canal Street bling 

From the maelstrom of the knowledge 
Into the labyrinth of doubt 
Frozed underground ocean 
melting - nuking on my mind 

Yes give me Everything Theory 
Without Nazi uniformity 
My brothers are protons 
My sisters are neurons 
Stir it twice, it's instant family! 

I don't read the Bible 
I don't trust disciple 
Even if they're made of marble 
Or Canal Street bling 

My brothers are protons 
My sisters are neurons 
Stir it twice dija prekrastnih dam ... 

Do you have sex maniacs 
Or schizophrenics 
Or astrophysicists in your family 
Was my grandma anti anti 
Was my grandpa bounty bounty 
Hek-o-hek-o-hej-o 
They ask me in embassy! 

'Cause I don't read the Bible 
I don't trust disciple 
Even if they're made of marble 
Or Canal Street bling 

And my grandma she was anti! 
And my grandpa he was bounty! 
And stir it twice 
And then just add me! 
Partypartypartypartypartyparty 
now afterparty...  

Gogol Bordello 

[ Supertheory Of Supereverything Lyrics on 
http://www.lyricsmode.com/ ]  

Love at First Byte 
Sunday 14th February was not only Valentine's Day but the Chinese New 
Year, so the evening's two speakers faced each other across a table set 
with red fringe, flowers and heart-shaped cake.  One was Alison Dunne, 
Leicester Libraries Literature Development Officer aka ‘The Book Doctor’ 
and a published poet; the other 'grey gay poet' Bobba Cass.  Their 
intention was a spontaneous exchange of poems.  Alison began with a 
passionate love poem, Insider, which uses contemporary scientific 
knowledge as a framework for poetic metaphor; a recurring device in 
Alison's poetry.  Bobba's poetry is, as Alison put it, 'visceral'.  I found 
myself, a straight woman, being emotionally stretched by these insights 
into the consciousness of a gay man. 
At times, spontaneous discussions broke out involving the audience.  One 
was about the heart: is it really 'just a pump'?  Another aired the pros and 
cons of collaborative creativity via the internet.  One particularly 
memorable exchange of poems between Alison and 

Bobba invoked the simplicity of love in childhood, referencing Alison's love of horses and Bobba's 
exploration of his mother's wardrobe. 
Then we had poems 'from the floor'.  These ranged from doggerel (introduced as such by the poet 
himself) to a few truly moving high-quality pieces.  Alison wound up with a poem about a point in a 
relationship from which it could either become a great love story or just fizzle out; ending with the 
word 'cut', which provided the perfect cue for cutting the heart cake. 
Ariadne Tampion 

The Society and the Hall  
Dear Member, over the next few months we will have to make one of the most 
important decisions concerning the future of the Society that any of us are likely to 
be involved with – the future of Secular Hall.  The regeneration project that we 
have been developing holds out the prospect of over £2,000,000 being put into the 
building (and a lot of hard work for some of us over three years or so).  
However, strong arguments have been raised that the building cannot be made 
financially viable and that we should simply walk away from it.   

There are, of course, other aspects to be taken into account besides finance - for 
example, heritage, physical presence, development of educational and social 
activities, and so on - but whether or not the building can be made financially 
viable and how much money it might make for the Society is central.   
We need an authoritative and independent assessment (and, should 
we decide to go ahead with the regeneration, we will need a 
convincing business plan to get funding).  We can discuss other 
aspects, but this should be our immediate priority. 
Allan Hayes 

President 

What can one do 
With narrow spaces 
Invariably created by 
Short-lined poetry 
When longer lines 
Would allow far 
More profound thought 
To mature and express 
Itself in full flow 
Gushing or idling 
Across the page to 
Astound or beguile 
With word and image 
The passing reader 
Who has no care 
For shallow questions  
As meaningless 
As rhyme and metre 
Colour, ambience 
Atmosphere or damned  
Iambic pentameter? 
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What on Earth is ‘The Blog’? 
A blog is yet another way of putting your opinions across to 
the general surfing public - and your friends.  Briefly, 
somebody posts their opinions on something and then 
others are free to comment.  We have a blog on our 
website which you are welcome to participate in at: 

 http://secsoc.blogspot.com  

Foreign Adventures: Are We All Complicit? 
Last night at the Secular Society I watched film clips shown 
by Jenny Linnell, a local woman from Oadby, who went to 
Gaza in 2008 as a human rights worker and observer.  She 
was trapped there for a year and what she witnessed was 
clearly mass murder involving the use of internationally 
outlawed weaponry on innocent civilians.  Gross acts of 
murder of women and children that will blight her mind for 
the rest of her life.  To call them war crimes is to belittle the 
barbarity of what was and is taking place.  Gaza, as we 
saw, is a prison the inmates of which are daily exposed to 
the most brutal intimidation techniques the Israeli army can 
devise. 

To suggest that our media is reporting what is happening 
fairly and without bias is a patent lie.  This is no war.  The 
balance of power between the two sides is so uneven as to 
make even a skirmish a massacre. The clear aim of the 
Israelis is genocide and our media should report it as such. 
Most disturbing for me is that my name is associated with 
these crimes.  Our government is complicit in what is 
happening and I am, by association, too.  Our government 
is supposed to be there with the agreement of the people. 
The Habeas Corpus Act 1679, the Bill of Rights 1689 and 
the Parliament Acts of 1911 and 1949 combine to give 
Parliament the ultimate power of government in our 
country.  Parliament governs not by right but by the will of 
all the people.  There can be no dispute that this has been 
the case since 1928 when universal suffrage was finally 
achieved with the voting age set at 21.  The very fact of 
universal suffrage at elections indicates that Parliament is 
there as a body of representatives of the people. 
Fundamental to this form of democracy is equality before 
the law.  When Blair took us to war in Iraq it was clearly 
against the will of the people.  Did Blair recognise the law 
or the people he ostensibly represented? 
The biggest demonstration ever seen in this country took 
place to indicate that the will of the people was not being 
carried out.  At that point our government lost its legitimacy, 
with Blair flouting international law following the steps of 
Hitler to become a dictator.  The policies followed since 
have all the characteristics of those of Hitler.  Germans 

were to be the master race and an effective caste system 
was created.  At the top was the Nazi Party, below that the 
German people who were to be the exploiters, below that 
Europeans and Americans were to be the producers of 
goods for the consumption of Germans and, last, the rest 
of the world’s population that Hitler referred to as the Semi-
apes, who were destined for slavery and treatment that a 
civilised person would not mete out to an animal.  All 
people other than Germans according to German scientists 
were capable of procreating with apes.  When put in this 
way this system appears totally repugnant to us, but does 
it really differ from the system that the Americans and 
NATO are attempting to foist on to the rest of the world, 
apart from its declared intentions? 
What are those intentions?  Apparently we're to believe 
that we are in Afghanistan and Iraq to impose democracy.  
What ridiculous nonsense.  It's a contradiction: ‘you must 
adopt democracy or we'll shoot you’. 
The West has the bulk of manufacturing capacity and with 
computers, manufactured products are so easy to make 
that less than a third of Western people are actively 
involved in that work.  The real work is design - 
manufacture is so easy.  Around 30 per cent of 
manufacturing activity involves the production of arms and 
the weapons produced are used to repress the rest of 
humanity to provide the populations of the developed 
countries with a great proportion of the food, energy and 
raw materials required to allow us a lifestyle of comparative 
luxury.  Is this system so different from that envisaged by 
Hitler?  We don’t kill Jews, in fact we are accessories to 
their murderous incursions into Palestinian territory; apart 
from that there is little difference between what we do and 
what Hitler set out to do.  It’s time for change before the 
megalomaniacs running the world economy lead us into a 
third world war.  It’s clear that on the 
agenda of the US elite is an attack on Iran.  
Should this happen it’s almost certain that 
both Russia and China would become 
involved in a spiral of events leading to 
destruction and mayhem unprecedented in 
the history of the world. 
Dave Ray 
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Religious Education Exam Answer 
Question: Outline with two examples what is meant by 
‘unanswered prayers’. 

Answer: 
1. Not winning the Lottery 

2. Arsenal not winning the League. 

Some of You Are Making My Job Hard Work! 
If you are one of the 37 members who have not yet paid 
your 2010 subs then please, please, renew your 
membership now by sending your subs to me at Secular 
Hall or using the on-line facility of armchair banking.   
Ordinary members £18, Households £24, Concessions £6. 
Postal address on back page, bank details on the website. 
Thanks 
John Catt, Treasurer 



Evolution and the Evangelist 
3 Fear of Death  

In the Church of St Thomas in Salisbury there is on public 
view one of the very few remaining ‘Doom Pictures’ 
stemming from the Middle Ages.* These pictures were 
painted over the chancel arch so that anyone in the nave 
of the church would see it as they looked forwards to the 
choir and the altar where the priests performed the 
sacrament. The message of the picture, to a basically 
illiterate community, was only too clear.  If you did not seek 
peace with God through the Church you were doomed to 
eternal torment.  It distresses me too that poor people paid 
the Church to give their loved ones an easier and shorter 
time in purgatory.  

This position was modified at the Protestant Reformation. 
But in some ways matters were worse, particularly among 
Calvinists.  They promised eternal peace with God for 
those who repented and believed - but only for the elect. 
One was kept on tenterhooks because no one knew if they 
were of the elect or not.  However, if you were a good man 
or woman and worked to make your calling and election 
sure there was a good chance that you would succeed. 
Again, obedience to the teachings of the Church - 
admittedly alleged to be biblical - was reinforced by fear.  
Later John Wesley and the Arminians emphasised the love 
of God, and the teaching of hell gradually withered in large 
sections of the Church.  A religion based principally on fear 
was coming to an end.  However, one does need to be 
very clear at this point that while the Church always did 
preach the love of God it continued simultaneously to 
teach the judgement of God.  It was a two-pronged 

message which psychologically put people on the horns of 
a dilemma. And it was this dilemma that the Church also 
sought to resolve and in doing so to hold people in 
allegiance to its doctrines.  
It was all based on the idea that humanity had been made 
perfect but had fallen from grace through disobedience. 
God’s judgement was quite fair.  Therefore any forgiveness 
on His part was pure grace. (This was used by the 
Calvinists to justify an otherwise entirely arbitrary notion 
that God ‘elected’ only some to be saved.)  
One can see therefore why the theory of evolution is so 
devastating to traditional Christianity.  It undermines the 
whole doctrinal system completely.  Far from having fallen 
from grace humanity was alone, without a God, to save it. 
It explains too why there is now a reaction, by a small but 
vociferous group of extremists who are trying to reinstate 
hell and oppose evolution.  A godless evolutionary process 
means that humanity alone can create a better future.  It is 
a considerable challenge.  In the meantime we should 
reassure ourselves and others that there is no fear in 
death.  

(I have used the masculine ‘His’ for God because until 
recently the sexist element in traditional Christianity was 
not properly recognised.)   

John Edmondson 
* Unfortunately the Church of St Thomas 
refused permission for the Secularist to 
use with this article a photograph of the 
picture of the doom arch they had 
previously supplied. 

Eyewitness in Gaza 
This is a resume of Jenny Linnell’s 
moving, harrowing, courageous 
account given to an audience of 35 
plus at Leicester Secular Society on 
28th February 2010. 
Jenny described her previous work 
with the International Solidarity 
Movement in Gaza and how she had 
tried to return there to continue 
human rights work.  The Israeli siege 
of Gaza made this impossible until 
the Free Gaza Movement took to the 
seas in the summer of 2008, sailing 
from Cyprus in an attempt to break 
the blockade by a new route.  
International pressure meant that the 
boats were able to dock, bringing desperately needed 
humanitarian aid and solidarity to the beleaguered one-and
-half-million Gazans. 

Before the military invasion the situation in Gaza was 
already utterly desperate, with people trapped, 
malnourished and unable to gain access to health care and 
clean, uncontaminated water. 

The Israeli army’s illegal, cynical, murderous invasion in 
December-January 2008/9 has worsened the plight of 
Gazans a hundredfold.  All attacks were carried out with 
the brutal intention of targeting civilians and families 

sheltering in terror in their homes, 
and of trashing all municipal 
infrastructure.  Attacks began on 27th 
December 2008 and continued 
relentlessly for three weeks leaving 
thousands of dead and wounded.  
Illegal acts were committed daily 
with the most appalling injuries 
inflicted on civilians, many of them 
children, by the use of chemical 
weapons containing white 
phosphorus.  
Jenny and her colleagues have 
documented these facts with graphic 
film footage and eyewitness 
accounts and also the devastating 

far-reaching effects of the continued 
blockade on the lives, economy and 

despair of the people of Gaza.  (Many clips can be viewed 
on YouTube at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nu_8HHWV9Os) 
A word such as admiration does little to 
describe Jenny’s courage and 
determination in the face of such inhuman 
brutality as committed by the so-called 
‘Israeli  Defence Force’.   

Claire Wintram 

Jenny Linnell, peace activist 

New Government Antisocial Behaviour Strategy 

Many of us suffer from the anti-social behaviour of others, generally 
youths.  Understandably most victims are reluctant to do anything about 
it, and neighbours don’t intervene, through fear of being targeted for 
reprisals.  But  a general social mood that condemns and acts on it is an 
essential ingredient in fighting back.  The government is leading on an 

initiative involving the police, local authorities and social landlords to 
combat it. 

If you experience ASB or have information you should call the police, your 
social landlord, if you have one, and the local authority.  Best of all, take 
the offenders to task.  If you wish to remain anonymous call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 



Homeopathy: Should Efficacy Be a 
Separate Question? 

Taking part in the 10:23 ‘Homeopathy:  
There’s nothing in it’ campaign on 30th 
January was an interesting experience.  The 
publicity stunt certainly generated debate and 
several people I’ve talked to since had no 
idea that homeopathy was not a herbal 
remedy.  If the event did nothing more than 
inform people of that, then it was useful – 
and I am sure many homeopaths would 
applaud the spreading of accurate 
information.  After all, I am sure they would 
not want their customers to be misled.  

However, the vast majority of homeopathy 
supporters seem happy for these ‘medicines’ to be 
marketed because, they say, they can work, even if only as 
a placebo, and they do no direct harm.  Homeopathy used 
by practitioners who believe they are capable of treating 
serious psychological/behavioural problems that require 
professional intervention or of curing AIDS, malaria and 
other deadly diseases is often overlooked by these 
proponents – ‘That isn’t MY homeopathy!’ they cry. 
It is interesting that homeopathy supporters often change 
their stance when they are asked a simple question: 
Would you support a company marketing something as 
‘Aspirin Tablets’ which contained, statistically, z ero 
aspirin, even though these tablets would also work as a 
placebo and, as sugar pills, would do no more direc t 
harm than the homeopathic remedies you support? 
Of course they recognise this would be a scam and that a 
company marketing such a tablet would probably be 
investigated by a variety of official organisations bent on 

putting an end to the deception.  30C 
homeopathic pilules can legally be marketed 
as, for example ‘30C Belladonna’, when an 
entire 84 pilule container may not contain a 
single molecule of that ingredient.  This gives 
it a legitimacy beyond anything that its 
promotion by leading pharmacies can do.   
There are those who point out that the labels 
on homeopathic pilules do not claim to 
contain any ‘active ingredients’.  Indeed, the 
actual ingredients may just be stated as 
being ‘sucrose and lactose’.  However, the 
label as a whole could still be misleading 
since a ‘Belladonna’ pilule may contain no 
more belladonna than an ‘Arnica’ pilule – so 
why label them as one or the other?    

For those of you who had a chuckle at our ‘overdose’ and 
recognised the paradox - that by taking more of the pills 
than recommended we were, in homeopathic terms, 
reducing  our intake - please be reassured … most of us 
swilled the sweeties … er … sorry ... medicines, down with 
copious amounts of water (or ‘homeopathic vodka’ as 
someone joked).  In this way, according to homeopathic 
‘theory’, were we increasing the potency?   
Personally, I am glad I consider ‘similars’, ‘infinitesimals’ 
and the ‘memory of water’, and claims that 
these can affect my health in any way, to 
be ridiculous.  If I didn’t I might be very 
reluctant to drink any water at all 
considering it might remember all the 
bladders and sewerage systems it has 
been through! 

Pennie Blatchford 

There’s nothing in it 

Islamophobia or Muslimophobia? 
The title of Ross Longhurst's article in 
the February issue should be ‘Oppose 
Muslimophobia’.  Islamophobia, in the 
sense of fear of Islamist ideologues, is 
an entirely rational and realistic fear.  
The aim of Anjem Choudary and his far 
more fearsome colleagues is to raise 
the black flag of the Islamic Ummah 
over Buckingham Palace, and 
incorporate us into a new Caliphate. 
Ross says that ‘People in Islamic 
countries have turned to their traditional 
religion for guidance in the face of attacks on their way of 
life.’  But Islamist ideology is not the same as traditional 
Muslim religion: it is something new, although it can be 
seen as going back to older traditions such as that of the 
original Assassins.  

Ross asserts that ‘the Taliban movement was formed back 
in the 1990s by veterans of the anti-Soviet war’.  Why in 

that case have they killed many of the 
leaders of the Mujahideen that achieved 
the ejection of the Russians?  The 
answer of course is ideological 
differences.  They want to impose an 
extreme form of Islamism. 

Ross's depiction of the Taliban as an 
‘authentic popular movement’ strikes me 
as a delusion of someone who still 
thinks in terms of outdated ‘anti-
imperialist’ rhetoric.  His depiction of our 
involvement in Afghanistan as 
‘imperialist’, as a ‘military assault on 
their country’ and that ‘Britain attacked 

Afghanistan’ are just examples of this old-style leftist 
sloganeering.  
The world has moved on and left Ross behind.  Osama Bin 
Laden was after all part of a major capitalist family in Saudi 
Arabia.  Even the Chinese are capitalists now! 
War is one of the things that the British have traditionally 

been rather good at.  I was opposed to the invasion of 
Iraq.  However, the engagement in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan at present seems perfectly justifiable.  But it 
is important for the troops to be 
properly equipped and supported.  
The present strategy of involving the 
Afghan army and police is the right 
one, and leaving at this stage would 
only result in worse chaos.  Let's 
stay and get the job finished.  

George Jelliss  

Taliban on a mission - legitimate people’s  
army and/or a threat to us all?  

(Photo: elcorreo.com) 

 
 
An Afghan woman 
looks at merchandise at 
a burqa shop in Herat in 
western Afghanistan, 
2009.  The shopkeeper 
(not in picture) says 
sales have dropped 
50% since the Taliban 
were toppled in 2001.   

Photo: Centrepoint 



Leicester Secular Society Contact Details 
Registered Office: Secular Hall 

75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB 

Tel: 07598 971420 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 
LSS is a company limited by guarantee  

Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Allan Hayes: Tel: 0116 241 8747 
Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Chairperson & Events - Mike Burden:  Tel: 07722 782727  
Email: mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer/Web group admin - John Catt: Tel: 01509 211468 
Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Company Secretary - Chris Williams: Tel: 07718 629651 
Email: chris.williams@open.ac.uk 

Hall bookings - Wilf Gaunt: Tel: 07598 971420 
Email: wilfredgaunt@yahoo.com 

Website/News updates - Frank Friedmann: Tel: 0116 292 
1964 

Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Librarian - Gillian Lighton:  
Email: gillianlighton@hotmail.com 

Secularist  editor - Harry Perry: Tel: 07795 097635 
Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Keyholders: Allan, Michael G, Mike B and Wilf are all 
keyholders for Secular Hall. 
Audio-visual kit:  This is normally held by Michael Gerard or 
Mike Burden. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer and Code of Conduct 
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.  Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society and the Society and its officers accept no 
liability for views expressed.  As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views will be published subject to the usual 
constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available.  When writing please abstain from intemperate language 
and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  We express our thanks for non-Society images sourced 
under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education.  Resolution is reduced to prevent onward commercial use.   

The Leicester Secularist Copy Deadline 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon on 
Thursday  8th April 2010.  
Remember, articles, letters, jokes, poems, news, 
announcements, book reviews, adverts are all welcome.  
Please send to me via the Hall or email at the address in 
the box adjacent.  Include photos or illustrations where 
you have them.   

Thanks.  Harry Perry, Ed. 

Board Report from 17th February 2010 

· Date set for next board meeting: 18th March  

· Applications for two new members were approved by 
the Board.  

· Round 1 of the Heritage Lottery Fund application for 
Hall modernisation to be completed by September 
2010.  

· Offers of financial support are required for the 
modernisation project.  

· An agreement with the Rationalist Trust to be 
reached regarding lease of the Hall.  

· A business plan for the Hall is to be produced.  

· Discussions are under way with the City Council to 
enhance the role of the Hall as a community centre.  

· John Catt is to produce a range of proposals on 
Charitable Status, which will be discussed at the next 
Board meeting.  An EGM will need to be held in order 
to gain approval for any proposal(s) from LSS 
members.  

· A summer coach outing is to be organised.  

· Better organisation and publicity are required for the 
Burns Night Ceilidh event.  

· A vote of thanks was passed in gratitude for the work 
done by Frank Friedmann on the LSS website. 

Death of Member, Henry Ford, 1914-2010 
We regret to announce that our long-standing member 
Henry Ford has died in a nursing home in Tetney, Lincs, 
after ailing for many years.   

The Board sends its condolences to Henry’s family and 
friends on behalf of members. 
Mike Burden, Chair 

Death of Member, Roy Cobb, 22nd January 2010 
We regret to announce that our long-standing member 
Roy Cobb, of Luffenham, Lincs, has died.  His widow, 
Margaret Cobb, has written to report his death, noting 
that Roy always enjoyed reading the ‘excellent 
magazine’ the Secularist.   
The Board sends its condolences to Roy’s family and 
friends on behalf of members. 

Mike Burden, Chair 

Putting the Society's Archive on the Web 
George Jellis made great progress in putting some 
archive material of the society on the website.  It has 
been suggested that some members would like to 
continue this work and possibly produce some books 
and pamphlets that we could self publish using 
facilities such as those provided by www.lulu.com.  
Much of the work can be carried out using the internet.  
If anyone is interested in taking such a project forward, 
please contact John Catt (john.catt@ntlworld.com). 

Death of Member, Michael Foot, 3rd March 2010 
There have been many obituaries for Michael Foot so 
there is no need to repeat them here.  This is just to 
note, in addition, that Michael was an Honorary Member 
of Leicester Secular Society for many years past.  Our 
condolences to Michael’s family and friends. 


