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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday 20th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Midsummer Jazz with the Brian Humpherson Sextet.  All welcome for 
some top-quality live entertainment.  £6 entrance (£4 concessions). 
Sunday 27th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  The Scienc es and Radiation Risk - A Layperson’s View.  Led by 
Richard Johnson, jointly with Friends of the Earth. 
Sunday 4th July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  The Lakes o f Kenya, from Ecology to Economy.  Ed Morrison, PhD 
student, returns to update us on his fascinating research. 

Tuesday 6th July, 7pm, Old Bull’s Head, Woodhoues E aves: Assemble for LSS evening ramble.  Details page 6. 
Tuesday 6th July, 7.30pm, Swan & Rushes, Oxford Str eet:  Philosophy in the Pub.  Join this group of friends for an 
informal philosophical discussion about topics of interest to members. 
Saturday 10th July, 8.30am, Secular Hall: Coach dep arts for the trip to the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford .  See 
page 3 for booking details. 
Sunday 11th July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Living With  HIV and AIDS in Leicester and Leicestershire.  Celia Fisher, 
Sexual Health Promotion Co-ordinator for Leics. AIDS Support Services. 
Sunday 18th July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Living Tog ether - Cohesion and Diversity in Leicester with Thilo Boeck 
of the DMU Centre for Social Action.   
Tuesday 20th July, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Street :  Skeptics in the Pub.  Ofquack Uncovered.  Maggy Wallace 
and Maggie Dunn talk about their work in protecting the public from quackery. 

Sunday 25th July, 11.30am, Foxton Locks Inn:  Canal  Boat Trip and Pub Meal.  Details on page 3. 

New Lord Mayor Rings the Changes! 
The new Lord Mayor of Leicester, Councillor 
Colin Hall, surprised everyone when he recently 
made clear his commitment to the cause of 
secularism.  He has appointed the well-known 
local Humanist celebrant and LSS member 
Eleanor Davidson as Lady Mayoress and 
Society President Allan Hayes as ‘Chaplain’.   
He has also declared his intention of using his 
discretion as mayor to end, at least for his term of 
office, the practice of having prayers said before 
Council meetings.  This has ruffled the feathers of the 
Anglican Church, which has now blocked the 
intention of the mayor and chaplain that the annual 
mayoral ‘civic service’ at the cathedral make 

r e f e r e n c e  t o 
Leicester’s diversity, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
significant portion of 
the population who 
do not worship the 
Christians’ god.  As a 
result they have now 
withdrawn from the 
Christian service and 
their places will be 
taken by the Deputy 
Mayor and his 
chaplain. 
Once again the 

Anglican Church is shown to 
be out of touch with the 
changes going on around it.  
The Bishop of Leicester, 
Tim Stevens, who is also 
the convener of the bishops 
in the Lords, seems to 
believe that it is still okay for 
him to determine the terms 
on which ‘diversity’ operates 
- when Anglicanism is 
already a minority belief in 
the city. 
Colin has been a Labour councillor since 1991 and was 
elected to represent New Parks in 2007. 
The chains of office were placed on the new Lord 
Mayor at a packed ceremony at the Town Hall on 
Thursday 27th May.  The audience included local 
dignitaries, MPs, Councillors and members of the 
public. 
As is traditional the mayor chose a local charity for fund
-raising sponsorship during his year of office, and this is 
to be the Leicester Hospitals ‘Forget-Me-Not’ Charity, 
which is raising money for a new national centre of 
excellence for dementia care at Leicester General 
Hospital.  Many members will find this enterprise close 
to their hearts and will no doubt want to do something 
special for the fund-raising campaign.  Watch this 
space! 
Cllr Robert Wann was elected Deputy Mayor and Cllr 
Abdul Osman as High Bailiff. 

More on page 2 

The Lord Mayor, Cllr Colin Hall, and Lady 
Mayoress, Eleanor Davidson, process to 
the City Rooms, led by the Mace Bearer 

The Mayor and Mayoress pose 
with  ‘Dr Fox’ the mascot of 

Leicester’s Hospitals 



The Mayor, Cllr Colin Hall, on Praying 
Contrary to the myths that certain organisations like to 
promote, the practice of observing prayers at the start of 
Council meetings is a relatively recent one.  During my first 
spell as a Council Member between 1991 and 1996 I 
cannot recall a single meeting where prayers were said. 
However, they were introduced in 1997 and have remained 
in place more or less ever since, apart from 2005-6 when 
Cllr Mary Draycott, to her credit, discontinued them for her 
year of office.  I am delighted to confirm that I too will be 
exercising my discretion as Lord Mayor to abolish the 
outdated, unnecessary and intrusive practice. 

I personally consider that religion, in whatever shape or 
form, has no role to play at all in the conduct of Council 
business.  This particularly applies in Leicester where the 
majority of Council Members, myself included, do not 
regularly attend any particular faith service. 
I am certain that the position I shall be taking on this matter 
will be positively received by both Council colleagues and 
the public as a whole.  Indeed, many of my constituents in 
New Parks are already aware of my intention and have 
given me their complete support in relation to it. 
Colin Hall,  Lord Mayor 

Why Eleanor? 
Having attended a funeral conducted by 
Eleanor Davidson last year, Cllr Hall 
enquired about her work in the 
community as a Humanist and was 
sufficiently impressed that on recently 
taking up his role as Lord Mayor he 
invited her to become his Lady 
Mayoress.  She thought long and hard 
about the job before agreeing and is 
hoping secularists will support her in this 
challenging role. 
One of the most important aspects to 
the Mayor’s year of office is to act as the 
focal point for a fund-raising campaign 

for a local charity.  The Lord Mayor has 
chosen the Forget-Me-Not Appeal and 
he and Eleanor intend to lead on raising 
£100,000 to create a centre of 
excellence for dementia care in the city. 
Dementia affects so many individuals 
and families, and Eleanor hopes 
readers will lend their support where 
they can and, better still, come up with 
fund-raising ideas. 
Please contact Eleanor with your ideas 
on 0116 292 1964 or  v i s i t : 
www.justgiv ing.com/forget-me-not-
appeal to donate online.   

Achievement, Opportunity and Challenge 
The Society is flourishing: membership is active, events 
are varied and relevant – the walks and social events are 
adding a sense of community and friendship – we had a 
family with three children who took part in the discussion at 
a recent Headstrong meeting!  But for now I’d like to 
concentrate on two major matters to do with the future and 
influence of the Society ... 

*    *    * 

Three weeks ago the new Lord Mayor, Councillor Colin 
Hall, was elected and named our member Eleanor 
Davidson as Lady Mayoress and myself as his chaplain.  
These posts will provide great opportunities to make 
secularism and Humanism known at all levels in the city. 
The mayor is dispensing with prayers at the start of 
Council meetings; I have said that I will not be actively 
involved in any praying.  A whole host of issues will be 
aired over the coming year, such as the continuance of 
Council prayers, the role of the chaplain and the 
appropriateness of some other ceremonies.  

Stop Press 
The day after I wrote the above has already seen further 
good results from getting involved.  It was revealed on 
Radio Leicester on Friday that the Lord Mayor will not be 
attending the Civic Service in the Cathedral on Sunday 20th 
June, and the idea of having a Celebration of the City in 
future, which everyone can share, was floated instead of 
the service.  Harry Perry and I contributed on air. 

The city as a whole should be grateful to Colin Hall for 
making this stand. The inappropriateness of celebrating 
the appointment of the Lord Mayor of a city like Leicester 
with a wholly Anglican act of worship should be apparent; 
its replacement by a celebration would bring wide benefits, 
not the least to the Council’s promotion of One Leicester.    

The Lord Mayor’s withdrawal from this Sunday’s service 
could have been avoided if the diocese had agreed to his 

requests that various faiths in the city contribute from their 
own background and that the Lady Mayoress read a 
Humanist text, and if it had not insisted that the short 
address his chaplain (myself) was to contribute should be 
vetted by the dean.  These were not unreasonable 
requests for a civic event.  It has drawn criticism, some of it 
ill informed and intemperate, but this has served to draw 
attention to the need for changes and for calm discussion. 

This opening up is good for the Society and good for the 
city.  I look forward to more in the coming months. 

*    *    * 

The Hall regeneration project continues to be both an 
opportunity and a challenge.  Some are advocating that the 
Society sever its links with the Hall – in my view that would 
be very damaging.  We have come a long way and support 
is growing.  English Heritage have been approached for 
help; Prospect Leicestershire, the local development 
organisation, and the National Trust have visited the Hall. 
A definite step forward is that the Board has received the 
first draft of a 30-year lease from Leicester Rationalist 
Trust (LRT), required for any funding from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  But it is evident that we need to determine 
whether we can make the Hall work in business terms as 
well as in promoting secularism.  Tangled up with this are 
the advantages and disadvantages of the Hall becoming 
Grade II* listed and the Society becoming a registered 
charity.  We have a lot to work on together. 

The clear challenge is, as always, to promote secularism, 
against religious division and privilege.  With the new 
government’s free schools and fast-track 
academies, not to mention the hiving off of 
some Social Security provisions, this will 
become more and more urgent, but it will 
also rise up the scale of public awareness, 
and we need to be able to play our part. 

Allan Hayes, President 



JUST 15 SEATS LEFT!  
Leicester Secular Society Coach Visit to the 

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford  
The Ashmolean has been transformed following a 

major multi-million pound redevelopment which has 
doubled its display space.  There are 39 new galler ies 
and a suite of new temporary exhibition galleries p lus 

Oxford's only rooftop restaurant.  

Saturday 10th July 2010  
Leaving from Secular Hall at 8.30am  

Seats £12 
To book/reserve seats contact Mike Burden on  

0116 2703335 or email mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk  
Early payment is requested.  

Seats are not booked until paid for.  
Inside the new galleries, the Ashmolean presents a 
redisplay of the collections.  The museum’s curators have 
worked with leading design company Metaphor to create 
the innovative strategy Crossing Cultures, Crossing Time, 
enabling visitors to discover how civilisations developed as 

part of an interrelated world 
culture.  Objects’ stories are 
told by tracing the journey of 
ideas and influences through 
time and across continents, 
transforming the way the 
Ashm olean’s rare and 
be au t i f u l  ob j ec t s  a r e 
understood.  

Themed galleries on the lower ground floor explore the 
connections between objects and activities common to 
different cultures, such as money, reading and writing, and 
the representation of the human image.  The floors above 
are arranged chronologically, charting the development of 
the ancient and modern worlds.  Orientation galleries on 
each floor introduce the key themes, illuminating the many 
connections and comparisons which bring the past to life. 
Crossing Cultures, Crossing Time will highlight the 
strengths of the museum’s collections, and create a first-
class educational environment. 

Booking is essential!  Please make cheques payable to 
Leicester Secular Society. 

Mike Burden 

Sunday 25th July, 11.30 to whenever!  
Come and spend an afternoon at Foxton 
Locks !  A day for Oldies, Children and 
Grandchildren. 

This is a day where you have a free 
choice how to use it but have the chance 
to meet other secularists informally. 

Arrive at the Foxton Locks Inn between 
11.30 and midday.  Eat a light meal at 
the Boathouse from their snack menu 
(seafood platter £10 to jackets and 
baguettes approx. £5) or if you would like to book a formal 
Sunday lunch contact Foxton Locks Inn (0116 2791515). 

Around 2.30pm we will queue along with the rest of the 
public and take a trip on the Vagabond for a 20-25 minute 
trip to Gumley Fields and back (Adults £3, Children £2).  
Those who miss this trip will be able to travel on the next 
one some 45 minutes later. 
Don't want to do the trip?  Take a leisurely stroll along the 

towpath or a gentle walk into Foxton - 
maybe visit the Black Horse pub. 
Sit and watch barges going up/down 
the locks, visit the museum. 
Parking.  Foxton Locks has a short- 
stay car park (£2 for 4 hours) which is 
close to the Foxton Locks Inn. 
Passengers can be dropped off here 
and drivers then have the choice to 
return to the long-stay car park (£1.50 
all day) but will need to allow a good 20 

minutes to get to the pub. 
Can you offer a lift?  Do you need a lift?  Contact Mike 
Burden who will try to put you in touch leaving you to come 
to your own arrangements. 

To get to Foxton Locks simply travel south out of Leicester 
on the A6 until you see the brown tourist signposts to 
Foxton Locks (do not follow signposts to Foxton). 
Mike Burden 

Humanist Chaplains Endorse the Status Quo 
At the recent EGM I explained my disappointment and 
disagreement with the President of LSS taking the job of 
chaplain to the mayor. 

He will only have the job for twelve months, when he will 
hand it back to the religious sector, for whom he will have 
done no more than keep the seat warm.  No, it is slightly 
worse, he will have endorsed the existence of chaplaincy 
in the Leicester City Council chamber, an organisation that 
must be clearly secular if it is to serve all its citizens 
equally. 
It could not have happened at a worse time, when the NSS 
are running a serious campaign to get rid of chaplains 
completely.* 

Allan has compromised LSS as far as this campaign goes, 
for if we were to call for an end to chaplaincy, we would be 
answered with, Oh, its all right for your President to be a 
chaplain, but not our vicar, etc.  We will be accused of 
hypocrisy, and this could haunt us for years. 

Of course any member is free to follow their own 

conscience, but not when they are President, and 
represent the members and the Society. Surely there are 
enough Humanists in Leicester who could have done it 
without bringing the baggage of hypocrisy to the door of 
the LSS. 
I agree with Terry Sanderson when he says, ‘Rather than 
campaigning to be included in the jamboree, the humanists 
should be campaigning for the religious lobby to be 
included out.’ 
This looks like a case of the Humanist tail wagging the 
secular dog, is there no humility in 
Humanism?  Does Allan’s ego crave every 
and any title, no matter how trivial or 
meaningless? 
Please, Allan, in this case drop the 
Humanism and hold to secular principles, 
save us all and dump the chaplaincy.  

Lyn Hearst 
* The NSS campaign is against chaplaincy funded by the 
taxpayer.  The Mayor’s Chaplain is an unpaid post.  Ed. 



Science and Faith 
I was pleased to be able to attend this 
talk by Andrew Tobin, a Professor of Cell 
Biology from Leicester University who 
described himself as ‘a scientist with a 
strong orthodox belief’.  It promised to be 
interesting and entertaining.  I was, 
therefore, somewhat surprised at the 
content of the talk. 
It began with the suggestion that science 
is a form of faith as people believe that 
science can solve all man’s problems.  
Whilst I have often heard the claim that 
science is a religion, I found it strange to 
hear anything approaching this from a 
scientist.  But then Prof. Tobin went on to 
explain that science and faith asked and 
answered different questions and so 
seemed to agree with Stephen Jay Gould’s concept of their 
being ‘non-overlapping magisteria’. 

Prof. Tobin then gave a brief history of the ongoing conflict 
between the Theory of Evolution and the Church.  He 
pointed out that the evolutionary Tree of Life is 
incompatible with the Bible’s claim that man is uniquely 
created by God and therefore cannot share a common 
ancestor with the modern amoeba.  Prof. Tobin then,  
rather incongruously, commented that there are no 
‘missing links’.  This is a claim that I normally associate 
with creationists though in Prof. Tobin’s case, he stated 
that the common ancestor between chimp and man, and 
even between man and amoeba, was no longer alive 
rather than that it had never existed.  It still seemed to be a 
slightly strange thing that a scientist would feel worthy of 
commenting on this obvious fact … or was he implying that 
the creationists had a point? 
Prof. Tobin explained that the Bible is a spiritual document,  
not a scientific one, but then he inexplicably read through 
the whole of Genesis 1.  He pointed out that the world 
must indeed have existed before plants and animals and 
so it was not clear whether he saw this as being 
scientifically sound or if he believed this was just a myth in 
which science played no part.  However, he later claimed 
that this part of the Bible explains that God existed before 
anything else, and was therefore outside nature, so the 
implication seemed to be that if it says it in the Bible, it 
must be true.  Perhaps he does believe that the Earth, and 

day and night, existed before the Sun as 
Genesis states?  Again, this was not 
clear.  The Bible, we were then told, 
contains practical wisdom, good values 
and spiritual guidance.  Some 
inspirational passages from the Bible 
were illustrated but, as might be 
expected, brutal passages condoning or 
mandating rape, genocide and slavery 
were ignored. 

Finally, Prof. Tobin described his own 
journey from a Roman Catholic 
upbringing to his orthodox Anglican belief.  
This was interesting and he is 
commended for discussing his personal 
experience.  For me, though, this was the 
most disappointing part since I had hoped 
that, as a scientist,  he might have 
brought new insight into his experience.  

Instead, there were logical fallacies such as: 

· argument from incredulity:  ‘I cannot understand how 
altruism could have evolved therefore……’ 

· argument from authority:  ‘Francis Collins is a clever 
scientist, therefore…..’ 

· and special pleading:  ‘The miracles of Jesus were not 
magic’.   

This last claim, however, was somewhat overturned when, 
in answer to a question from the floor, his ‘evidence’ that 
Jesus was the son of God was that in order to prove his 
divine origins Jesus had been pressed, by his disciples,  to 
perform ... magic.  Once again, however, the ‘evidence’ for 
this was only in the gospels.  I had hoped that he might 
have explained what he thought was true in the Bible,  
what was allegorical and what was pure fiction, and how, 
using reason, he distinguished between the three! 
There are many religious men and women who are 
excellent scientists and when scientific questions do not 
conflict with religious ones there is 
dichotomy. However, as Prof. Tobin 
pointed out, when creationists distort 
science and attempt to use (pseudo)
science to explain religious claims, they 
will always fail.  I couldn’t help wondering if 
he thought this only applied to creationists. 
Pennie Blatchford  

Putting the Cart Before the Horse  
It seems to me that the Board are putting the cart before 
the horse, in their drive to obtain National Heritage Lottery 
Fund money. 

They tell us, the members and Trustees, that there are 
certain criteria that we must meet to be eligible to receive 
the funding, but it is in the order they want to obtain these 
criteria that I refer to the phrase ‘cart before horse’. 

The necessary criteria in the order presented to us are: 
limited company status for the LSS; a 30-year lease for the 
building; higher listed building status; charitable status; 
and, not mentioned but most important, a business plan! 
Now of the first four we have limited company status and 
there is a 30-year lease on the table, and no move so far 
on listed building or charitable status which is good, 
because these items carry negative effects for the Society.  
The only thing that can outweigh these negatives is if we 
get the grant, but we cannot get the grant at all without a 

business plan acceptable to the Heritage Lottery Fund, so 
it is clear we must get the business plan first, and then sign 
the lease, and then discuss the pros and cons of listed 
building and charitable status . 
The reason for doing it in this order is to avoid having all 
the negative aspects of the four criteria, for eternity, and 
possibly never getting a business plan.  This would mean 
never receiving any money, but being left trapped in a 
listed building and hamstrung by charitable status, leaving 
us in the worst of all possible worlds. 
I appeal to the Board to proceed with the business plan 
first and to the members to encourage the 
Board to make the business plan the first 
priority, so we can move forward in a 
meaningful way. 
So we get the money, and are able to see our 
wonderful Hall modernised, as we all want.  

Lyn Hearst 



Constantine - Unconquered Emperor, Christian Victor  
Published in 2009, Paul Stephenson’s biography of the 
Roman emperor Constantine I is a scholarly work that I 
found hard to put down. Constantine reigned from 306 to 
337 CE and is usually credited with setting Christianity on 
its path to becoming a world wide religion.  The book is set 
out around a number of themes and is not simply a 
chronological record. 
Constantine began his rise to power right here 
in England, at York, in 306 CE - when he was 
declared emperor by his troops on the death of 
his father, Caesar to one of the junior 
emperors in the time of the Tetrarchs (the four 
emperor period).  In 313CE he and fellow 
emperor Licenius issued the Edict of Milan, 
requiring religious tolerance throughout the 
empire and ending the persecution of 
Christians.  In 324 CE he made Christianity the 
preferred religion among the many that were 
allowed to coexist.   

Stephenson explains that for most of his life 
Constantine worshipped pagan gods, 
especially the sun god Sol, but as he gradually 
came closer to Christianity he merged a number of aspects 
of Sol worship into his new faith, including the ‘nimbus’ 
halo and even aspiring to be a second Christ himself in the 
fashion that many Roman rulers were deified.  
Constantine’s mother had been a convert early in her life 
but he was baptised a Christian only on his deathbed.  His 
father remained a pagan until his end.  
Constantine was a soldier’s soldier who recognised the 
importance of a unifying religion to the morale of the 
imperial army.  Traditionally that religion had been pagan 
and more specifically the men-only military cult of Mithras.  
However, female-led Christianity was spreading quickly 
through the empire in the early fourth century.   
He is reputed to have realised the power of the Christian 
god when seeing a vision of a cross in the sky along with 
the words ‘by this sign will you conquer’ before his victory 
over fellow Roman emperor Maxentius at the battle of the 
Milvian Bridge (312 CE), just outside Rome.  He took this 
as a message from ‘the greatest god’ and had crosses 
painted on his soldiers’ shields.  Some meteorologists 
have suggested the vision was an artefact of ice crystals in 
the atmosphere - and the crossover between Constantine’s 
Sol worship and a sign created by the sun is obvious. 
Within the army there was a strong religious attachment to 
regimental standards.  One of his early biographers, the 
Christian sycophant Eusebius, reports that after the Milvian 
Bridge Constantine had the chi and rho (C and R for 
Christ) characters added to the top of the labarum 
standard carriers, which were cross-like structures, as 
symbols of Jesus Christ. 

Stephenson says that Constantine was no theologian.  He 
is reported to have accepted Christianity fully in 324 CE 
but left theology largely to the bishops whom he called 
together at the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE to determine a 
number of controversies and establish the doctrines for 
Christianity in the empire - the Nicene Creed and the 

approved gospels that became the ‘new testament’.  One 
dispute was the treatment to be meted out to those 
Christians who had compromised during Emperor 
Diocletian’s ‘Great Persecution’ of Christians in 302-303 
CE.  They had saved their skins by sacrificing to pagan 
gods and eating the meat.  Should they be forgiven or 
condemned?  They were not forgiven.  Another was the 
more substantial (excuse the pun) question of the nature of 

Jesus Christ.  Of what substance was he made 
- human stuff or god stuff?  (Don’t ask.)  The 
followers of Arius said he was only human but 
they were declared heretics and the mind-
bending doctrine of the Trinity established as 
orthodoxy.  After Nicaea Constantine gave up 
on toleration of all religions in favour of 
gradually promoting only Christians and only 
one version of Christianity.  Questioners within 
the faith were given short shrift.  This provided 
the foundation for Theodosius I (in 380 CE) to 
declare Christianity the official state religion, 
banning paganism and pagan temples 
altogether.  Quite a turnaround in just 80 years! 
It’s pure speculation on my part (I am not the 
first) but Constantine could have viewed 

Christianity solely from the standpoint of expediency.  The 
army, as the very backbone and spirit of the empire, was 
likely his primary concern.  Sol and other pagan gods had 
provided him with the support he needed to rise to the top 
of the pile but they did not have universal appeal 
throughout the empire at a time of considerable crisis: 
barbarian invasions, the currency repeatedly debased and 
a long series of very short-lived emperors.  Christianity was 
a religion that seemed to be gripping the popular mind, 
winning adherents throughout the empire, and so could be 
useful as a new unifying ideology.  But it was divided (as 
ever) with different interpretations and factions and Nicaea 
was needed to knock it into shape.   

But why be baptised a Christian only on his deathbed?  
Because in the course of his rise to power and keeping 
hold of it he knew he had to commit numerous notionally 
unchristian acts, including murdering his wife and one of 
his sons.  Many of the ‘unchristian’ actions came after he 
had promoted Christianity as the religion of victory for the 
army (Roman Christianity was very far from being a 
religion of peace and forgiveness).  
Constantine knew that baptism would cleanse him of any 
sins he committed as a pagan and so, if there was an 
eternal judgement awaiting him (pagans didn’t believe in 
salvation as such), then why not do whatever was needed 
to stay in power but take out an insurance policy against 
damnation on your deathbed?  Seems logical to me. 
The book is much more than a biography of Constantine 
as it also tells of life and economy in the later days of the 
empire.  It has a wealth of detail, corrects a number of 
myths and exposes the vested interests of 
others’ assessments of Constantine's 
career. 
I recommend it but order it from your library 
as it’s £30 in hardback. 

Harry Perry 

Next time a religious person condescendingly 
offers to pray for you tell him/her that you'll  

think for them.  

‘I choose to believe what I am programmed to believe!’   

A robot on ‘Futurama’  

That resolves the ‘free will v. determinism’ argument then. 



The Next LSS Walk  
Our next walk is to be on the evening of Tuesday 6th 
July, setting out from the the Old Bull's Head in 
Woodhouse Eaves at 7pm (OS129 529148).  The walk 
will be under 4 miles and we should be back at the pub 
by 9pm.  Woodhouse Eaves is on the 123 bus route 
between Leicester and Loughborough.  There is a 
service departing Leicester Haymarket Bus Station 
(Charles St) at 18.15 arriving in Woodhouse Eaves at 
18.48.  The return journey can be made from 
Woodhouse Eaves at 21.30 arriving back in Leicester at 
22.05.  For those who find the pub attractive, the last 
service back to Leicester is at 23.20.  The bus timetable 
can be downloaded from the Arrivabus website.  Route 
No. 123. 

The walk will be along the edge of the Outwoods and the 
Woodbrook valley between Woodhouse Eaves and 
Loughborough.  Nearly all the route is on a bridleway or 
footpaths with a short section along a no-through road. 

Full details and map on the Society website link from the 
Calendar page (What’s On > 6th July). 

Prize Competition 
It is said that if the population of China marched past you 
eight abreast the column would never end owing to their 
rate of reproduction. 

Is it true? 
State your reasonable assumptions on numbers, speed, 
spacing, ages, fecundity, and anything else you think 
relevant, show your workings and a true or false 
conclusion to win this month's prize: a copy of  A. C.  
Grayling’s Against All Gods. 
Deadline for submissions:  12 noon Thursday 29th July 

Editor’s decision is final. 
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On Charitable Status  
At the EGM (6th June) our Treasurer John Catt was long 
on explaining how we will easily qualify for charitable 
status. 

I never doubted we would but nowhere does he give any 
real explanation of the benefits.  By this I mean facts and 
figures.  While the dangers of converting are real, the 
benefits are only hinted at and so far are nothing more 
than the illusion of some unspecified possibility - financial 
gains. 

I say let’s have some real evidence of some worthwhile 
benefits before charging in and then finding we have 
traded our principles and true independence, as well as 
what we have now - the complete freedom to act politically, 
or in any other way we want - just to gain a few grand from 
tax advantages.  Without any facts we are all in the dark. 

Lyn Hearst 

Articles for the Secularist  
This is by way of consultation of members - as editor I 
want to know what you think to guide me in decisions 
about content. 

We are a freethought Society with a freethinking journal.  
The content hitherto has ranged widely, as indeed does 
the content of the events programme.  Any member is free 
to write on any topic in order to air some opinions or offer 
an analysis of some current dispute.  Topics come from all 
parts of the spectrum of human knowledge and society - 
science, politics, history, religion, humour, etc. 
I have been loathe in the past to reject anything submitted 
but one or two items lately have had me asking whether 
there ought to be some guidelines.  These have been in 
the political sphere but in principle the problems could 
arise with any topic. 

It is preferable for this journal to cover items that relate to 
the aims of the Society, to secularism and Humanism in 
general and to topics covered as part of the events 
programme.  But to stick only to those could be overly 

restrictive, in my opinion, and we need to allow for topics to 
be introduced that do not fit neatly into the above. 
However, in maintaining this open policy I am concerned 
that all articles should seek to attain a certain standard of 
cogency, coherence and rationality.  So, where items are 
submitted that I believe fail to offer a reasoned argument, 
or are not based on any evidence or, indeed, are totally 
irrelevant to the interests of Society members, I believe I 
must reserve the right of rejection, with a note of 
explanation to the author. 
Please let me know if you think this approach places too 
much power into the hands of the editor and whether you 
think that a completely open door policy is most 
appropriate, regardless of content. 
Comments to me by Thursday 15th July please. 

Thank you 
Harry Perry 

Editor 



George Jelliss’ Humanist Hero 
I inherited my regard for Robert Owen 
(1771–1858) from my mother who 
revered him as the father of the 
cooperative movement.  She was born 
in Beckermet (now in Cumbria) and 
although living most of her life in 
southern England thought of herself as 
a Lancashire Lass (a la Gracie Fields) 
and was fond of the Lancashire saying 
‘Everyone’s a little queer, save me and 
thee, and even thee’s a little queer!’ 
which is often attributed to Owen. 
It was only in later life, when I lived in Leicester for nine 
years and found that one of the five busts on Leicester’s 
Secular Hall was of Robert Owen that I seriously 
researched his life.  Since the Hall was built in 1881 and 
Owen died in 1858 this is most probably the earliest 
memorial to him and was erected by people who actually 
knew him in person.  In 1839 Owen gave a series of four 
lectures in Leicester, supporting the already strong 
tradition of freethought in the town. 
The builders of the Hall, principally the local industrialists 
Josiah Gimson and Michael Wright, evidently thought 
Owen of equal merit to the others depicted there, namely 
Tom Paine who died in 1809 (and whose bust is also 
probably also the earliest memorial in Britain), Voltaire who 
died in 1778, Jesus (whom the secularists regarded as a 
moral teacher and social reformer) and the ancient Greek 
philosopher Socrates. Wright had been involved in the 
unofficial Owenite community at Manea Fen (1838-41) 
which however had ended with the shooting of its founder 
William Hodson. 

Robert Owen was an essentially self-educated man, the 
sixth of seven children of an ironmonger and postmaster at 
Newtown in Wales, leaving home at the age of 10 for 
London and then to Stamford where he was apprenticed to 
a draper.  In 1785 he joined a cotton textile manufacturer in 
Manchester and saw the potential of steam-driven mass 
production using the recent inventions of Hargreaves, 
Arkwright, Crompton and Cartwright. With a borrowed 
capital of £100 Owen began making spinning ‘mules’ and 
setting them to work.  At the age of 20 he was manager of 
a large spinning mill employing 500 workers, and by 1797 
a partner. 
On a business visit to Glasgow he met Anne Caroline 
Dale, daughter of David Dale, owner of the great spinning 
mill at New Lanark, which Dale had built with Arkwright in 
1780.  They married, and Owen and his partners bought 
the New Lanark mill.  Here it was that he began to put into 
practice the ideas which made him known all over Europe 
as a practical reformer.  He banned employment of young 
children in his factories, provided schooling and began 

schemes for old age and sickness 
insurance. He converted New Lanark 
into a model community which drew 
pilgrims, even from Russia. 
His main principle was that ‘man’s 
character is made for and not by him’. 
This was contrary to the orthodox 
thinking, which was that the masses 
were poor because they were 
congenitally idle and lacking in self-
control, so their poverty was a just 
consequence of their sins and a part of 

the divine order of the world.  On the contrary he thought 
that as people were better housed, fed, clothed and given 
cultural and educational opportunities, rather than being 
treated as malcontents, so their character, by and large, 
would be transformed. 
For a time statesmen and members of the royal family 
were among his supporters but, once his anti-religious 
views and utopian ideals became clear, religious 
opposition and the need for the ruling class to retain their 
privileges prevented his reforms being implemented by the 
state, although they marked the start of a series of reforms 
that would take place over the next century, thanks in large 
degree to the efforts of those sympathetic to his views. 
Robert Owen believed that ‘all the religions of the world are 
false’. He campaigned for a form of socialism, and later an 
ethical movement which he called Rational Religion, which 
attracted 100,000 members.  There was not a reform of the 
time (peace, trade unions, feminism, prisons, education, 
marriage, etc.) that was not included in his ideal, and he 
spent hundreds of thousands of pounds on trying to 
establish utopian communities in Britain and America. 
George Jacob Holyoake (1817–1906) who joined the 
Owenites as a lecturer in 1838 carried on his work in the 
Cooperative movement and incorporated his ideas into his 
version of ‘Secularism’.  Another notable Owenite was 
Henry Hetherington (1792 – 1849), whose Last Testament 
(August 1849), written when he was dying of cholera, is a 
very moving and important statement of belief in atheism, 
anticlericalism, humanist morality and cooperative socialist 
ideals. 

Another memorial to Robert Owen is 
his statue in Newtown, erected in 
1956, near to where he is buried. 
The statue in front of the Cooperative 
Bank Headquarters in Manchester is 
a replica of this statue. 

George Jelliss 
Other Humanist Heroes can be found 
on the Humanist Life website:  
http://www.humanistlife.org.uk/  

Sunday 18 th July, 6.30pm    
Additional Lecture 

Living Together in Leicester:  
Cohesion and Diversity 

Thilo Boeck  is a senior research 
fellow based at the Centre for Social 
Action at De Montfort University, 
Leicester.  

He worked in Youth and Community Development in Peru, 
where he initiated and managed development projects 

supporting people to use their skills and existing networks 
to set up community-led projects attracting investment into 
the community.  
In the UK he worked in several research projects exploring 
the impact of social policy on social exclusion/inclusion and 
social capital within national and international contexts.  
His work around social capital, diversity and community 
cohesion is influenced by his strong commitment to social 
justice and participative and transformative research, 
training and practice. 
Mike Burden 



Who Are the Terrorists?  
Are people serious about us needing protection from 
the Taliban?  The number of Afghans killed in their 
devastated country since the Western invasion is 
about 17,000.  Around half that number were civilians, 
many of them children. 
Around 2,000 Western soldiers have been killed.  Can 
anyone really believe we're there to introduce 
democracy from the barrel of a gun? 

The other day I looked to see if there was still a flat 
earth society and sure enough it is still there.  Tell 
some people the moon is green cheese and they'll still 
believe it. 

We're in Afghanistan for strategic reasons that are the 
same as in the nineteenth century, as well as to open 
up an oil pipeline from Azerbaijan.  Hamid Karzai 
represents Afghans through handouts from the West.  I 
have a feeling he's as popular as my local MP, Keith 
Vaz, who excites feelings in me a bit less pleasant 
than a dose of syphilis.  The whole business stinks like 
the profiteering arms dealers who supply the weapons. 

BAE Systems ex-chairman Sir Richard Harry Evans 
(crony of Tony Blair - bless his blighted soul) has 
followed the footsteps of allegedly corrupt Jim Giffen, 
joining President Nazarbayev of Kazakstan to develop 
the oilfields there and negotiate to build a pipeline with 
the folk who happen to be running ... oh - Afghanistan - 
of course.  Perhaps not surprisingly Evans was in 
charge at BAE during the corruption 
scandal over bribes to Middle Eastern 
and Tanzanian power brokers.  Evans 
and Nazarbayev (not revered for his 
honesty) should get along fine. 
Dave Ray 

Evolution and the Evangelist  
6  Baptised with the Holy Spirit 

In the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 2, Simon Peter spoke 
in public about Jesus and he and the disciples with him 
were said to be understood in their own languages by a 
wide range of people from different parts of the Roman 
Empire and beyond.  The Church calendar marks this as 
the Day of Pentecost, the time when the Holy Spirit was 
given to the Church.  The modern charismatic movement 
has placed a new emphasis on this and some 
congregations have regular meetings in which members 
break out into ‘speaking in tongues’.  Having watched this 
it is apparent that people go with a certain expectation that 
something will happen and the meetings develop a 
rhythmic sway reinforced by music.  Then someone will 
suddenly start talking, usually high-pitched gibberish, and 
the rest of the congregation will fall silent.  An extreme 
example of this started around 1994 at The Toronto Airport 
Vineyard Church and is usually known as the Toronto 
blessing.  Not only did people ‘speak in tongues’ but they 
even began to grunt and make animal-like noises.  After 
the ‘speaking in tongues’ there is usually someone - 
generally the leader - who is dubbed as having the ‘gift of 
interpretation’, who tells the congregation what is held to 
be a message from the Holy Spirit.  Generally this is fairly 
platitudinous. ‘Your life will now be blessed, you have 
received the Holy Spirit, live in love with your neighbour’, 
and so on.  Historically similar things have happened from 
time to time in the history of the Church.  Other religions 

have also developed strategies for creating altered forms 
of consciousness and sometimes these are aided by 
various drugs.  It might be argued that they can sometimes 
be of great service in many ways, helping people to calm 
down in tense circumstances, while hypnotic states have 
been used in place of anaesthesia for some operations.  
But the important point about the charismatic movement is 
the declaration that without such an experience one has 
not been baptised by the Holy Spirit. 

While there are many Christians who distance themselves 
from this sort of thing the fact remains that the Church 
assumes it has some form of direct communication with 
God.  Prayer, the Bible or even the Church itself are 
considered able to tap authority from God himself. 
Individuals too may achieve this through prayer and 
meditation.  In the end the Church sees itself as having a 
special place with God not available to those who do not 
believe. 
This brings a real challenge for humanists.  A central tenet 
of humanism is that we are on our own, creating human 
life, and it is up to us to build our future 
in love, integrity, mutual respect and 
understanding.  The theory of evolution 
may be seen as offering a better 
framework for this than the fossilising 
belief systems of the past. 
John Edmondson 

Leicestershire Man Is Penalised –  
Because He Is Not a Catholic 

The reality of the religious discrimination being practised in 
the provision of home to school transport has been brought 
home to a Leicestershire man who has been told that he must 
pay higher school bus fares because his children are not 
Catholics. 
The Loughborough Echo reports that Garry Symonds, who 
has a 13-year-old son at De Lisle Catholic College in 
Loughborough and an 11-year-old son set to move from St 
Winefride’s Primary to De Lisle next year, has been told by 
Leicestershire County Council that he will have to pay a rate 
of £400 per child for buses to school. If the family were 
Catholic, the charge would be subsidised and would be £240 
for each child. 
Mr Symonds told the Echo: ‘I'm totally flabbergasted.  It 
should be the same for everybody who uses the transport. My 
children attended a primary school, St Winefride’s, which was 
in our catchment area.  However, the nearest secondary 
school linked to the primary school - De Lisle - is classed as 
outside our catchment area.  We accept we have to pay, but 
once children are accepted into a school should they not 
receive the same subsidy as all other pupils?  What sort of 
impression is this giving our children – that they're different?’ 
Terry Sanderson, President of the National Secular Society, 
said: ‘This kind of discrimination in the provision of school 
transport is rife around the country. Mr Symonds' experience 
is not uncommon, but it is disgraceful. 
‘As councils seek to find ways of saving money, these kinds of 
preferential arrangements for religious people (and those who 
purport to be religious) will inevitably come under scrutiny. It is 
entirely wrong that people receive thousands of pounds in 
subsidies simply because they subscribe to a particular 
religion, and we are pleased to see this religious privilege is 
being challenged and reduced.  Ideally it should be eliminated 
completely.’ 
NSS Newsline, 21st May 2010 



Free Gaza Flotilla 
Israel and Egypt imposed a blockade 
on Gaza in 2007, when Hamas took 
power.  The blockade has severely 
limited the flow of goods such as food 
and building materials into the territory. 
Israel says the blockade is needed to 
prevent arms smuggling, however, it 
has had a crippling effect on the Gazan 
economy.  A UN report recently 
revealed that 80% of Gazans are now 
dependent on some kind of food aid 

and that 70% live on less than a dollar a day.  Amnesty 
International has said that the blockade is a ‘collective 
punishment’ and has called the situation a ‘humanitarian 
crisis’.  The blockade breaches Article 33 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, which prohibits the collective 
punishment of civilians.  
On 30 May 2010 a flotilla of ships left Cyprus to try to break 
the blockade.  The boats were carrying much-needed 
supplies, including medicine, construction materials and 
educational items.  The peace activists on board the vessels 
belonged to the Free Gaza Movement, an umbrella 
organisation of activist groups from numerous countries.  On 
board the largest ship, the Mavi Marmara, was Ismail Patel, 
chairman of the Leicester-based pro-Palestinian group 
Friends of al-Aqsa.  His account of what happened during 
the journey can be viewed on YouTube. 
On the second day of sailing, the aid ships were boarded by 
IDF solders in international waters.  Israel’s military tactics 
during its night-time operation are controversial.  Before 
boarding the Mavi Marmara, reports suggest that IDF 
soldiers fired tear gas and sound grenades, as well as 
ammunition from helicopters.  These tactics caused 

confusion and alarm amongst the activists.  A small minority 
of the activists appear to have attacked the IDF solders with 
improvised weapons.  Nine peace activists were fatally shot 
by IDF soldiers on the Mavi Marmara.  The circumstances 
surrounding their deaths are still unclear, although autopsies 
have revealed that a number of the activists were shot 
multiple times at close range.  Clearly, a proper investigation 
should investigate the circumstances surrounding each 
killing. 
During and after the event, Israel launched a carefully 
choreographed media operation to try to get across its side 
of the story.  When IDF soldiers boarded the Mavi Marmara, 
a news blackout was imposed by cutting communication 
with the vessel.  Edited video footage was released showing 
some activists attacking IDF soldiers. Other video footage 
from independent journalists was confiscated.  Various false 
rumours were circulated to suggest that the activists had 
links to al-Qaeda and were ‘anti-Semitic’. A photograph was 
produced showing a large array of kitchen knives (hardly 
uncommon on a ship catering for 600 people).  
The whole incident again raises questions about Israel’s 
willingness to abide by international law.  The boarding of 
civilian vessels in international waters is legally dubious. 
International law also prohibits military attacks against 
civilians.  Other rules were broken, as many activists were 
forcibly held without access to lawyers or consulate staff. 
We must pay tribute to people like Ismail Patel for bringing 
the plight of Gaza to the world’s attention.  
Pressure is now growing on Israel and Egypt 
to end the blockade, which cannot be justified 
on legal and humanitarian grounds.   
Richard Hopper 

Location Privacy 
A talk by Peter Fisher of the 
Department of Geography 

University of Leicester 
23rd May 2010 

This illuminating talk centred on the 
privacy we give up whenever we switch on 
our mobile phone.  We believe that we 
have a right to know where we are and not 
have anyone else know that, if we so 
choose.  However, the ubiquitous mobile 
phone does not work unless satellites 
know where you are!  This was one of 
several paradoxes explored in this 
fascinating talk. 
Peter gave us a quick summary of the 
main networks of satellites, and their 
(largely military) background.  He then illustrated how, for 
every useful application, there was a possible drawback.  
For instance, when taking photos for ‘Streetview’, which 
several members declared very useful, Google also 
inadvertently noted the location of every household with 
wireless connection. 

Some of the more sinister applications include: 

· tagging/tracking children: could this feed paranoia, not 
to mention abdicate parental responsibilities? 

· abusive relationships: an abuser being able to track a 
partner, e.g. by subscribing their partner’s phone to a 
locator service 

· fleet monitoring or ‘the spy in the cab’, thereby possibly 
breaking down trust between employer and employee 

· geo-slavery: controlling people by 
    monitoring exactly where they are. 
Peter shared his concerns that: 

· a right to privacy of location is not 
currently covered by Human Rights 
legislation. 

· mobile phone records should be 
covered by the Data Protection Act, but 
they’re not. 

· currently there’s only a voluntary code 
of conduct for phone companies (but 
this is better than in many countries, 
where there is no regulation at all). 

Of course mobile phones can be incredibly 
useful and can, on occasions, help save 
lives, e.g. when someone is injured and 

can be located via their mobile phone.   
In the lively discussion that followed it was generally agreed 
that, as mobile phones are here to stay, and are becoming 
more and more sophisticated, we need to have an informed 
national debate on the implications of their widespread use.  
There is a need for greater protection for users through 
better management, by both mobile phone companies and 
the state, of the masses of personal data generated. 
Thank you Peter for an enlightening talk.  I will never think of 
my mobile phone in the same way again.  I also felt sorry for 
those in the audience inclined to paranoia … 
The final paradox of the evening for me was spotting the 
logo on Peter’s laptop: ‘Without Geography, We’re 
Nowhere’! 
Denise Lanes 



Leicester Secular Society Contact Details 
Registered Office: Secular Hall 

75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB 

Tel: 07598 971420 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 
LSS is a company limited by guarantee  

Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Allan Hayes: Tel: 0116 241 8747 
Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Chairperson & Events - Mike Burden:  Tel: 07722 782727  
Email: mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer/Web group admin - John Catt: Tel: 01509 211468 
Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Company Secretary - Chris Williams: Tel: 07718 629651 
Email: chris.williams@open.ac.uk 

Hall bookings - Wilf Gaunt: Tel: 07598 971420 
Email: wilfredgaunt@yahoo.com 

Website/News updates - Frank Friedmann: Tel: 0116 292 
1964 

Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Librarian - Gillian Lighton:  
Email: gillianlighton@hotmail.com 

Secularist  editor - Harry Perry: Tel: 07795 097635 
Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Keyholders: Allan, Michael G, Mike B and Wilf are all 
keyholders for Secular Hall. 
Audio-visual kit:  This is normally held by Michael Gerard or 
Mike Burden. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright 
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.  Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society and the Editor, the Society and its officers 
accept no liability for views expressed.  As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views will be published subject to 
the usual constraints of avoiding libel and occasional editing to fit the space available.  When writing please abstain from intemperate 
language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  We express our thanks for non-Society images 
sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education.  Resolution is reduced to prevent onward 
commercial use.  The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol.  An 
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated. 

The Leicester Secularist Copy Deadline 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon on 
Thursday  29th July 2010.  
Remember, articles, letters, jokes, poems, news, 
announcements, book reviews, adverts are all welcome.  
Please send to me via the Hall or email to me at the 
address in the box adjacent.  Include photos or 
illustrations where you have them.   

The publishing schedule/copy deadline for the 
subsequent edition currently looks like being Thursday 
9th September. 
Please bear these dates in mind for any articles or 
announcements you want to have published. 
Thanks   

Harry Perry, Editor 

Report of the Board Meeting on 1st June 2010 
· Modernisation project - draft lease received from 

LRT and being reviewed 

· EGM:  No motions submitted so evening to 
comprise: 
Chairman’s report 
President’s report 
Treasurer’s report 
General discussion 

· Atheist Bus Campaign to launch in the summer 

· Hall management 
· Porch apron to be replaced as a health and safety 

issue 
Mike Burden 

Water Aid Petition - 70 Days to the MDG Summit 
Go on line to sign Water Aid’s petition to the new 
coalition government to act now on fresh water and 
sanitation for the world’s poor - before the Millenium 
Development Goals Summit in September.  Sign here:  
http://tiny.cc/cx8nv 
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One day your life will flash before your eyes.  Make sure 
it’s worth watching! 
Anon 

Fuller Report of the Board Meeting of 9 th May 2010  

· It was noted that Eleanor Davidson has now been appointed 
as the Lord Mayor's consort and Allan Hayes as his 
‘chaplain’.  Press release noted. 

· Mike Burden reported that bookings were continuing to come 
in for the coach trip to Oxford but they had still to reach the 
break-even point. 

· Six new members were approved. 

· Draft lease received from LRT. Some of the clauses may 
have to be negotiated after the production of a Business Plan. 

· Atheist Bus Campaign to launch in summer when likely to 
have maximum impact as political activity low. 

· Programme of future events reviewed. 

· Replacement of floor surface in porch area approved. 

· Fire precautions action plan to be reviewed. 


