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Forthcoming events 
Sunday 24th February, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Transatlantic adventures.  Charlotte Jones is a 
long-term Green activist.  She reports on being crew on a yacht to the Caribbean and will reflect on 
long-distance sea travel. 

Wednesday 27th February, 7pm, Ken Edwards Building UoL (Lecture Theatre 3):  Hate crime 
and the criminal justice system.  Leicester Council of Faiths.  Book 0116 254 6868.  Non LSS 
event.   

Sunday 3rd March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  LSS anniversary event:  All Our Stories project.  
132nd anniversary of opening of Secular Hall.  Part social, part history.  Reports on history of the Hall 
and of individual members.  Display, music, food. 

Wednesday 6th March, 7.30pm, Crumblin’ Cookie, High Street:  Philosophy in Pubs.  Regular 
monthly meet for friendly discussion of philosophical topics.  Non LSS event. 

Friday 8th March, 8pm, Secular Hall:  International Women’s Day event: Stop violence 
against women.  Jointly sponsored by LSS and Leicester & District TU Council. 

Sunday 10th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  (Changed topic.)  An eighteenth-century 
banknote forgery.  Jack D. Mockford (British Museum) looks at the eighteenth century as a period of 
financial upheaval when capitalised industry was producing financial scandals like the South Sea 
Bubble. 

Sunday 17th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Breaking their will.  Janet Heimlich sheds light on 
the religious maltreatment of children.  Who is at risk and how can we prevent it? 

Tuesday 19th March, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Street:  Electric cars are rubbish, aren’t 
they?  Robert Llewellyn (Kryten of Red Dwarf fame!) explains why he thinks not.  Skeptics in the Pub.  
Non LSS event. 

Sunday 24th March, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  How drones fit into the militarisation of space.  
Dave Webb, national Chair of CND and former director of the Praxis Centre, will consider the 
increased use of drone weaponry. 

Sunday 31st March, 10.30am, Thrussington:  Spring Walk.  See page 14 for the details.  All 
welcome. 

Sunday 7th April, 6.30pm, Secular Hall:  Where have all the bees gone?  John Bogunavice and 
Neil Talbot consider the reasons why the bee population is in decline and suggest ways the trend 
might be reversed. 

I’m very pleased to report that we have now 
received planning consent for both 
submissions made to the Council in respect of 
modernising parts of the ground floor of 
Secular Hall.  We have also received from our 
architects a budget figure for the full mini-
modernisation scheme, including the kitchen 
refurbishment. 

The Board discussed a report on these 
from the steering group at its January 
meeting and agreed that budget 
constraints and the need to move on 
quickly meant that we should go for a 
reduced version of the full mini-
modernisation and aim to have it done in 
the late summer/autumn of this year. 

We are now actively planning for this scheme 
which will consist of the installation of a unisex 
accessible WC in the store area at the back of the 
Francis Ridley Room, removal of the old office and 
rearrangement of a bookcase and seating, creation 
of a new office and store in the back end of the 
garage (accessed from the FR room) and the 
complete refurbishment of the kitchen.  The 
estimated total costs for this scheme from our 
architect is around £65,000. 

We are approaching the owners of our 
neighbouring property (Humberstone House) with 
a view to also creating a fire exit onto their car 
park and are keeping our fingers crossed for their 
agreement.   

The steering group will soon be meeting to plan 
the fundraising campaign so in the near future you 

will be contacted with a request for a 
donation.  We hope you will be as 
generous as you possibly can be on this 
so that we can show our own 
commitment to the long-trailed plans 
when we go with our begging bowl to 
outside agencies and donors. 

We are looking for members’ help not 
only on fundraising (and if you have any 

skills in this area please contact me) but also with 
matters of design and finishes.  So, if you have 
expertise relating to detailed design of accessible 
toilets, interior lighting, upholstery or interior 
decoration, please do let me know 
(harry.perry1@btinternet.com). 

Many thanks in anticipation of your help 
in bringing this project to a successful 
conclusion before the next AGM. 

Harry Perry 

Progress on the mini-modernisation 
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A Presentation by Hamish 
Whiteley with songs from 
Annie Williamson:  Sunday 6th 
January 2013. 

Years ago Annie was a regular 
performer on the national folk 
music circuit, performing not 
only at folk clubs and arts 
centres but also at the major 
national folk festivals such as 
Sidmouth, Towersey and 
Whitby.  Hamish was a writer 
who joined forces with Annie 
to write songs, and then to 
perform together.  They 
became well known for their 
programme of stories, songs and 
poems with a radical edge.  
‘Where do kippers come from?’ 
was their first public 
performance for some time, and 
was eagerly awaited. 

I started the evening by earnestly 
taking notes.  I gradually realised 
that this was a mistake:  the right 
thing to do was to listen to 
Hamish’s stories and poems, and 

to Annie’s songs.   

Hamish has had his stories 
broadcast on Radio 4, and 
published in the Leicester 
Mercury.  The skill and 
craftsmanship of his stories 
reminded me a little of Bill 
Naughton’s ‘The 
goalkeeper’s revenge’:  but 
only in the way that they 
carefully built up the events 
and feelings in the stories 
until they arrived at a 
surprising, satisfying, and 
often amusing denouement.  
I was left wanting to hear, 
or read more of his stories.  
He also read some of his 
poems, some of which 
referred to events of some 
time ago, but which 
nonetheless went down very 
well with the audience.  

Annie Williamson is well 
known as a singer/songwriter/
guitarist around Leicester and 
further afield.  Her songs are 
tuneful, have pointed, sometimes 
politically directed words, and 
she plays and sings them 
beautifully.  As with Hamish’s 
stories and poems I was left 
wanting more – so I bought her 
CD.  I am sure that Hamish will 
quite happily take orders at 
Secular Society meetings for 
anyone else wanting one! 

Despite being the first event of 
the year this event was very well 
attended, and many of the 
audience were new to Secular 
Hall.  This should encourage us 
to put on more events of this type 

– we cannot get people to come 
back to the Hall until they have 
been for the first time!  Many of 
the audience seemed to be 
interested in the Society and 
hopefully some of them will 
return.* 

This was a pleasant and secular 
start to 2013.  I would be quite 
happy to sit through 
and enjoy another 
such evening if 
Hamish and Annie 
can be persuaded to 
return. 

Michael Gerard 

* Some already have 
returned. 

Where do kippers come from? 

Report back from the 
outreach session on 

23rd January 
Fourteen members attended the 
outreach session on 23rd 
January and spent over three 
hours discussing in detail 
aspects of the Society’s activities 
including:  events, publications, 
website,  campaigning, etc. 

Many useful suggestions arose and 
these have all been recorded for 
inclusion in a summary report which 
has been circulated to the 
participants for comment.   

Once comments have been 
considered the Board will at its 

March meeting receive the report 
with some recommendations for 
implementation. 

These are likely to include a panel 
of speakers on secularism, 
humanism and atheism that we can 
offer to other organisations and 
schools.  Also a means of 
rationalising the way in which 
speaker requests are elicited and 
managed between panel members. 

A modification of the way the events 
programme is put together is also 
likely, with a more planned 
approach ensuring a good spread of 
meeting topics and a variety of 
social and entertainment events.  All 
of which would be intended to 
appeal to the broadest range of 

members of the Society and public. 

Apart from specific points it was 
also felt that in general our 
meetings ought to be much more 
friendly and welcoming to members 
and guests alike.  While debate of 
radically opposing views is always 
welcomed there was a general 
feeling that participants sometimes 
needed to be encouraged to argue 
points in a civil and courteous 
manner to avoid bad feeling. 

Finally, members reminded us that 
the Society covers the whole of 
Leicestershire (and beyond) so 
references solely to Leicester 
needed to be broadened. 

Harry Perry 
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Liz Brandow, Sunday  

10th February 2013 
Liz defined humanism as the 
belief that reason, ethics and 
justice do not have a 
supernatural basis.  
Shakespeare’s aim in his plays 
was to hold a mirror up to 
nature, in the words of 
Hamlet, but we have to 
judge how far the 
playwright himself held 
the views expressed by 
any of his characters. 

He was born in Stratford in 
1564 when Elizabeth had 
been on the throne six years.  
After the reigns of Edward VI 
(Protestant) and Mary 
(Catholic) there was some 
reconciliation in her reign 
between reformation 
theology and the episcopal 
structure of the Church of 
England, with herself as its 
head.  Like the Church, 
society was hierarchical and 
Shakespeare was concerned in 
his plays with how society is 
governed. 

The history plays begin with 
Richard II, grandson of Edward 
III, who came to the throne aged 
10.  On the death of his powerful 
uncle, John of Gaunt, he 
attempted to seize his estate, 
displacing John’s son, 
Bolingbroke, Duke of Hereford.  
Richard justifies his attempt by 
the divine right of kings ignoring 
customary rights of inheritance, 
which were the basis on which he 
gained the throne, as another 
uncle, the Duke of York, points 
out.  Richard is forced by 
Bolingbroke to abdicate and is 
murdered not long afterwards, 

which can be seen as showing 
that kings have no divine support. 

The hierarchical structure of 
society is eulogised in Troilus and 
Cressida by Ulysses, comparing it 
to the order of a hive of bees and 
also the order of the planets in 

their spheres.  But the exemplar 
of this principle is Achilles who is 
shown to be unworthy of his 
status, undermining the eulogy. 

Bolingbroke became Henry IV 
after seizing the throne from 
Richard.  He advises his 
successor, Henry V, to ‘busy 
giddy minds with foreign 
quarrels’ and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury helpfully concocts a 
pretext for him to claim the 
crown of France.  Canterbury's 
motive is to distract the king from 
any plans to restrict the wealth 
and power of the bishops.  
Canterbury’s dubious authority is 
then expressed in support of a 
duty always to obey the king, 

again using the analogy of a hive.  
Liz gave a wider survey of 
churchmen as portrayed in the 
history plays and some others 
which showed them, with few 
exceptions, to be gullible at best 
and often consciously corrupt. 

References to God in 
Shakespeare’s plays are 
numerous, not just in 
Falstaff’s oaths.  Often they 
are insincere, as with those 
of Henry V.  They are sincere 
as expressed by Henry VI (in 
whose reign England lost its 
possessions in France) but 
illustrate his complete 
ineffectiveness.  Hamlet’s 
belief in God provides him 
with no ethical guidance 
while his uncle Claudius’s 
reliance on God’s protection 
for him as a king is obviously 
mistaken, since no such 
protection applied to his 
brother whom he murdered.  
In King Lear the gods are no 
very present help in time of 

trouble and no protection for 
Cordelia, rather they are inclined 
to kill us for their sport, as boys 
do flies. 

So the overall view that Liz 
distilled from the plays was that 
the affairs of humanity are 
determined by men and women 
themselves, not guided or 
controlled by any deity. 

While few in the audience 
claimed Liz’s breadth of 
knowledge of 
Shakespeare, 
questions and 
answers continued 
even after the arrival 
of tea and biscuits. 

Anthony Matthew 

Was Shakespeare a humanist? 

Your input needed 
As you know, the Society runs an 
intensive programme of Sunday 
evening talks and events, unparalleled 
by any other organisation in 
Leicestershire. 

Allan Hayes has recently taken over the 
events co-ordinator’s task from Mike Burden 
and is busily preparing next season’s 
programme (May–August). 

Quite a number of slots have been filled but 
there are several more to go and Allan is 

appealing for your help in filling them. 

So, if you know a speaker who you think 
would be appropriate, or have a topic you’d 
love to hear discussed but no speaker in 
mind, or an event you would like to stage, 
then please contact Allan as soon as 
possible. 

He would prefer an email to:  allan-
hayes@ntlworld.com or a phone call to him 
on 0116 241 8747. 

Here’s your opportunity to have some input 
so don’t whinge later if you find the 
programme holds nothing of interest for you! 
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I apologise that this review of 
Sally Ruane’s talk on 13th 
January did not meet the 
deadline for the last edition, 
but it remains essential 
reading for us all. 

Sally spoke passionately to 
outline the impact of this Act, 
and declared from the start 
hers would not be an 
impartial view, but a 
critical one.   

Working for the last 20 
years at DMU’s Health 
Policy Research Unit, she is 
an active campaigner 
against what she believes 
are the negative parts of 
this bill.  The Act, published 
last year, will come into 
force on 1st April this year.  
This complicated piece of 
legislation took the 
government 14 months to 
push through.  It was not 
included in the 
electioneering of either 
coalition party, and comes in the 
context of severe monetary cuts 
to the NHS, whilst the growing 
number of elderly and frail 
people, plus those with chronic 
diseases, needs a greater 
injection of money to the NHS. 

‘Rationing’ will become the word 
of the day, and there will be a 
higher bar to access certain 
treatments.  The government 
aims to transfer treatment from 
hospitals to the community and 
GP treatment, and reduce 
referrals.  They claim their aim is 
to: 

• empower patients 
• increase involvement of 
clinicians 

• improve patient care 
Sally questioned why the 
statutory duties of the Secretary 
of State were being removed if 
the aim was to continue to ensure 
comprehensive care.  Instead 
there will be a new quango, the 
NHS Commissioning Board, who 
will be given instructions every 
three years.  A private company, 
McKenzie, will be/have been 
given £14 million and have had a 

strong influence over shaping the 
bill (google them). Sally said we 
all need to learn the language of 
the new NHS, and their 
commissioning and procurement 
policies – CCGs, NCG board, 
Clinical Compliance Groups ...  
The CCGs will commission most 
health care for us.  This will apply 

to most people on their lists.  It 
will purchase services on their 
behalf.  There will no longer be 
universal coverage for all, and 
especially the vulnerable will be 
excluded.  The CCGs will not 
have a duty to provide the 
comprehensive cover the 1948 
bill set up, they will have 
DISCRETION to cut out certain 
things, e.g. IVF. 

The CCGs will be largely 
administrative, working on 
drawing up commissions and 
monitoring these. 

Most GPs, having trained to look 
after people’s medical needs, 
have an interest in this.  
Inevitably they will turn to 
Clinical Commissioning Support 
Groups (private) and buy in legal 
and financial support.  Some staff 
will be recruited from PCTs but 
there is a strong interest from the 
private sector:  for example, in a 
deal in October 2011 31 shadow 
CCGs signed deals with 
McKenzie, Price Waterhouse 
Cooper, KPMG, et al., for 
support.  They know little about 
health care, but they do 
specialise in insurance, financial 

and legal issues following the US 
model. 

Right at the heart of this will be a 
tension between the clinical side 
(CCGs) and those from outside.  
CCGs will be required to 
purchase from different 
(cheapest) providers and not to 
have rights to say they want to 

commission this from 
current NHS providers.  
These new different 
providers are already on 
the scene.  There will be 
£60 billion in the hands of 
215 CCGs, so there is a lot 
of interest for commercial 
organisations.  They will 
have to use competitive 
processes, and the most 
economical tender will get 
the job.  Any qualified or 
willing provider (licensed) 
will be able to provide e.g. 
eye/hip/knee ops which are 
cheap, and patients will be 
able to choose their 
provider.  The voluntary 

sector/not for profit organisations 
will need to get registered and 
then licensed.  There is some 
concern that NHS providers will 
suffer penalties if GPs choose to 
go with them as MONITOR (Chief 
Exec. from McKenzie, lots of 
KPMG/PWHC, etc. staff ...) will 
be enforcing competitiveness in 
this climate. 

All NHS organisations must take 
on Foundation status, and 
become self-governing 
organisations [join these, then 
you can elect your governors].  
These will not be eligible for 
government bale out, as some 
(approved from 2008) have been.  
They will have to enter into the 
competitive market, as some 
already have, and will need to 
compete for patients alongside 
others.  NHS Trusts can earn up 
to 49% of their income from 
private patients and will be 
forced to do as much as they can 
to chase private money.  They 
will be monitored by the CQC 
(Care Quality Commission - much 
criticised for its weakness and 

Sally Ruane:  The (serious) implications of 

the 2012 Health and Social Care Act 

(continues on next page) 
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Richard III 
2nd October 1452 – 22nd August 1485 

 

In a cloud of suspicion he took the throne, 
his brother the King he did bemoan, 
his sons were bastards, Richard declared, 
Edward the eldest, ascent impaired. 

Lord protector was Richard’s roll, 
the dead King trusting him with control, 
a great mistake by Edward the Fourth, 
his Chamberlain, Hastings, Richard called forth. 

Hastings, of Kirby Muxloe fame, 
an impeccable record without blame, 
supporting Richard’s protecting rank, 
doing the job of royal think tank. 

Guards arrested Hastings, ushered him out. 
Traitor!  Richard was heard to shout, 
his head removed without trial, 
Richard enraged, showing no guile. 

The young Princes’ fate now sealed, 
Richard’s intentions were revealed, 
they disappeared without trace, 
Richard behind the Coup de Grace.  

 

Jobee 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH7Nyx19amQ  

The earliest surviving portrait of Richard (c. 1520, after 
a lost original), formerly belonging to the Paston family 
(Society of Antiquaries, London)   Wikipedia 

the disease.  Avian flu was 
splashed across television 
screens and front-page headlines 
as a means to create hysterical 
fear and literally billions of 
dollars’ worth of the drug were 
sold to governments around the 
world.  The truth was that the 
disease posed less of a threat 
than the common cold.  Explore 
the Rumsfeld connection and the 
corruption of major drug 
companies becomes transparently 
clear. 

Pfizer’s Torcetrapib achieved the 
maker’s claim, increasing ‘good’ 
cholesterol by 72% and cutting 
‘bad’ cholesterol by 24% in 
patients who were also ingesting 
a powerful cholesterol-reducing 
drug.  The only problem was that 
the rate of potentially deadly 
heart problems rose by 25%, 
deaths rose by 40%.  (USA Today, 
11-6, 2007.)  Pfizer used tricky 
figures relating to good and bad 
cholesterol and the true need to 
raise or lower levels was 
spurious. 

There’s a list as long as an obese 

lady’s knicker elastic:  
antidepressants, cancer 
treatments, heart attack 
treatment, cholesterol reduction – 
all sold as medicinal aids when in 
too many cases, as with 
Thalidomide, the ‘side effects’ are 
worse than the original symptoms 
even to the point of wholesale 
deaths or malformed children, as 
with Actos, Avandia, Prozac and 
Depakote to name but a few. 

In the Victorian era medicine was 
still often based on the 2,000-year
-old ideas of Galen and ‘A night 
with Venus might lead to a 
lifetime with mercury’, and 
mainstream medicine including 
‘bleeding’ was little better than 
institutionalised quackery from a 
class of professionals, crooks or 
hucksters all of whose credentials 
were at best questionable. 

Nowadays too often it seems 
things have changed less than we 
might think.  The multinational 
drug companies have 
institutionalised, socialised and 
hidden their quack practices 
behind a respectable cloak of 
criminally ‘bad science’.  The best 
medicinal advice today regarding 

drugs touted by the 
multinationals is ‘If in doubt leave 
it out’.  

As for dodgy homoeopathists, 
whether self-deluded or plain 
crooked at least they’re unlikely 
to kill you and a truly holistic 
approach to health sounds quite 
sensible to me, and maybe a few 
more GPs could do worse than 
adopt such practices.  A locum GP 
once advised me to ‘Pull up de 
pant. Pull up de pant’ as a 
response to a hernia.  The worst 
homoeopathist would find it hard, 
I think, to offer worse advice 
unless having a joke on his last 
day before retirement.  I was not 
impressed.  Keyhole surgery did 
the job, I’m pleased to say. 

Next time I’ll look at processed, 
adulterated and even toxic food 
from in many cases overlapping 
multinational 
corrupt crooks, 
shysters and 
money-grubbing 
maniacs. 

Dave Ray 

(continued from previous page) 
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On Sunday 27th January at the 
Leicester Secular Society we 
were given a talk by Michael 
Golden on the ‘birth of God’.  
We had a good turn-out with a 
crowd of roughly three dozen.  

Michael Golden is a young 
man attending at Leicester 
DMU, currently studying 
for a master’s degree. 

The crowd participated 
well.  Intelligent questions 
were asked and answered. 

The talk began with a 
history of religion – the 
early gods and how they 
evolved.  It is believed that 
in the beginning there 
were four main gods and 
that Yahweh won out to 
become the single God. 

The talk was based on four 
main points of the need for 
God: 

• inclination towards 
pattern recognition 
born of evolution; 

• need to explain the world; 
• inability to conceptualise non-
existence/fear of death; 

• need to enforce discipline 
(control the people). 

What struck me about the 
evening was the relationship 
between politics and religion. 

At the birth of God the teachings/
commandments would have been 
the ‘be all and end all’ so there 
would not be politics and religion 
as separate.  Politics was 
religion.  Religion was politics.  
Just one governing body. 

In Leviticus, shellfish were 
announced ungodly and a sin.  
Michael made a point about how 
what was printed at the time (in 
the Bible) was good for the 
current leaders.  It wasn’t good 

for their economy for people to 
be buying shellfish from a 
neighbouring country.  So the 
leaders announced it as evil.  This 
was interesting; I had always 
thought writing like this to be 
nonsense or weird.  It wasn’t 
nonsense, it was just about profit 
and the people were stupid 
enough to believe it was God’s 
voice. 

The Bible was never intended to 
be put together.  It is a book of 
many books, put together by 
man.  When made into one big 
book it contradicts itself as each 

book is written 300/400 years 
apart with different political 
agendas at each given time. 

God is still being used in politics 
today.  Ten years ago President 

Bush awoke and 
announced that God had 
revealed to him in a dream 
that America was to invade 
Iraq* to put an end to 
Iraq’s nuclear threat.  The 
nuclear threat that they 
never found.  So either God 
is lying or God is stupid, or 
Bush is lying ... we already 
know Bush is stupid! 

Politics has slowly wriggled 
its way apart from religion 
over time.  Good or bad?  
Both I guess!  Ultimately it 
is better to move forward, 
try and fail than to wallow 
in lies.  While it may not 
hold the morals of religion, 
politics has evolved with 
science and allowed 
humanity to evolve too. 

Just last week politics took 
another large step away from 
religion allowing homosexuals to 
marry.  This is massive, a direct 
conflict with Christian, Catholic 
and Muslim doctrine.  That and a 
growing atheist population.  
Exciting times in the UK! 

Quote of the night 
– ‘The best way to 
become an atheist 
is ... to read the 
Bible!’ 

Tom Bodsworth 

* W.  (the film by  
Oliver Stone) 

The birth of God 

Stand Up for Darwin 
Central London Humanists 

Conway Hall, London 

You really should have joined 
us, earlier this month, for a 
fantastic comedy evening 
with Central London 
Humanists at a packed 
Conway Hall; entrance fee 1 
Darwin.  Fortunately 
organiser Helen Palmer 
saved us seats. 

The event was hosted by 
passionate Darwin fan Robin 
Ince, whose latest highly 

recommended Darwin read is The 
Formation of Vegetable Mould by 
the Action of Worms (1881). 

What an impressive line-up of 
stand-up comedians!  No less 
than 10 acts, all of them seriously 
good.  It would be futile to 
represent all their routines here 
or to repeat their witty and 
thought-provoking lines.  Quite a 
few have been on TV or radio, 
and they're probably all on 
YouTube somewhere, so why not 
look them up and see for 
yourself.  Here they all are:  
Gemma Arrowsmith, Dean 
Burnett, Mister (Luke) Meredith, 

Helen Arney, Taylor Glenn, Iszi 
Lawrence, Simon Watt, Kate 
Smurthwaite, Nick Doody and 
Rosie Wilby.  

It was a laugh a minute; chased 
away those winter 
blues! 

Jack Peat has written a 
review for his blog 
here:  bit.ly/Y0sbvK, 
and you'll find more 
about this and other 
CLH events here:  
bit.ly/VLW9k8. 

Eleanor Davidson & 
Frank Friedmann 
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Second time I’ve heard 
Aquinas mentioned in two 
days.  A brilliant purveyor of 
logic on the same level as 
Whitehead and Russell 
(Kenny), but he did rather 
demonstrate its shortcomings 
by requiring his students to 
utilise logic to prove the 
tenets of Christianity - or else.   

He just happened to come along at 
the time of the Muslim hegemony’s 
decline, and the opening-up of all 
the Arabic records of classical 
learning, which they had translated 
and recorded in the eighth century 
after taking over Alexandria.  We 
had similar Latin from Greek 
records made by Boethius in the 
sixth century, but they had long 
been locked securely away in 
monastic libraries, as per The 
Name of the Rose.  The European 
establishment of universities in the 
thirteenth century was a copy of 
Muslim practice, with Christianity 
replacing their Islamic foundations.  
The decline of Islamic learning in 
this respect should be a warning to 
us all of what could happen here 
and now if Pope and Protestant 
evangelicals have their way. 

Aquinas was picky about the way 
he reposited and censored the old 
learning then being revealed.  He 
restricted his new ‘humanist’ 
curriculum to those matters which 
did not clash with the Christian 
teachings of the time, and confined 
the learning of mnemonics to the 
priestly classes for their theology 
studies and sermons while 
accusing secular exponents of 
practising witchcraft.  His tightly 
controlled humanism was that 
which inspired the likes of 
Erasmus, Thomas More, 
Montaigne, and our Elizabeth I.  
This tight control was exemplified 
by the charter which was attached 
for centuries at the entrance to 
Trinity College, Cambridge: 

All students and 
undergraduates should lay 
aside their various authors 
and only follow Aristotle and 
those that defend him.  All 
sterile and inane questions 
departing or disagreeing from 
ancient and true philosophy 
are forbidden. 

Francis Bacon’s The New Organon, 
which kick-started the 
Enlightenment, was a direct 
challenge to these principles of his 

old college.  Much subsequent 
Enlightenment progress was 
achieved extramurally.  This new 
philosophising, research and 
learning did not sit well within 
Oxbridge’s seminarial focus, where 
agreeing with scripture and creed 
took precedence over reality and 
function (think Darwin).  The Royal 
Institute was, until well into the 
nineteenth century, a haven for non
-academic innovators who could 
not have passed the educational, 
theological and wealth 
requirements for university 
entrance (Faraday); but that has 
now been totally sequestered by 
the universities’ professorial 
fraternity. 

There is a sense in which current 
university entrance and study 
recognition requirements are 
imposing a similar situation to that 
enshrined in the original Trinity 
College charter where 
disagreement with current truths is 
forbidden – the tyranny of highest 
mathematics beyond the ken of 
most – which reduces higher 
learning to the level of the belief it 
is meant to replace.  As one of my 
twin granddaughters used to say to 
her sister when she complained 
about not understanding something 
in their homework, ‘You don’t have 
to understand it, just learn it.’  And 
she’s the one currently studying for 
her science doctorate at Oxford! 

 

Note on logic and maths 

I discovered and studied a 
remarkable set of books on formal 
logic in our local reference library 
in 1970, which brought me up to 
the state of being able to 
understand, at that time, some of 
the items in Whitehead and 
Russell’s Principia.  However, I felt 
it all somewhat impractical for 
everyday use, so dropped it. 

It was years later, while I was in 
Nederland, that the BBC broadcast 
a series of programmes on 
philosophy in which a procession of 
top academic specialists from 
around the world were brought 
onto a couch to be interviewed by a 
well-known BBC academic 
philosopher.  The broadcast 
devoted to medieval philosophy 
had the top Oxbridge academic of 
that period (Anthony Kenny of 
Balliol, Oxford:  it was he who said 
that the recent discoveries in logic 
by Russell were probably well 
known to Aquinas), and they 

discussed in depth Anselm’s proof 
of God’s existence.  They were very 
disturbed by the fact that no one 
could find fault with the validity of 
his argument, though everybody 
felt there was something not right 
about it.  It took me about 20 
minutes to realise what was wrong 
with it:  but then, I was thinking 
outside their box.  In devoting their 
attention to the form of the logic 
employed, they had failed to pay 
attention to just what it was that it 
was being employed to prove.  
Anselm’s original proposal, if put 
into modern parlance, might well 
start with ‘Let us suppose that ...’, 
which the form of the logic does 
not consider:  so the outcome 
should also be preceded by the 
same form.  As the early computer 
logicians put it:  ‘Rubbish in, 
Rubbish out.’  This is not to 
question the existence of any 
possible God.  As Kant had it, this 
is a metaphysical matter, 
impossible of proof. 

Writing about this recently for the 
secularists here had me coining the 
phrase:  ‘Validity is not a 
philosopher’s stone that can turn 
rubbish into gold.’ 

Similarly with mathematics, and 
my objection to some of Einstein’s 
maths-based theories. Maths is a 
form of logic, and one should look 
carefully at just what it is that one 
is attempting to process.  St 
Augustine of Hippo gave the 
definitive definition of time ‘as 
measuring the progress of the 
creation (universe) from its 
beginning to its end’.  And when 
Einstein’s maths formulae require 
it to be a ‘variable’, one should ask 
some very deep questions indeed.  
To require the progress of time to 
vary at the behest of a formula 
would mean the whole universe (all 
billions of light years across, 
expanding immensity of it) 
reversing, pausing or accelerating 
its progress.  And yet our current 
academic fraternity have accepted 
this nonsense hook, line and sinker, 
on the same principle that our 
medieval experts accepted Anselm:  
theoretical form over realistic 
content. 

One of my closest secular-humanist 
friends here in the secular institute 
is a doctoral product of Trinity, 
Cambridge, and spent his working 
life teaching maths first at MIT and 

Aquinas revivedAquinas revivedAquinas revivedAquinas revived 

(continues on next page) 
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The annual Sternberg Lecture 
by Rabbi Jonathan Romain 
MBE at Leicester University 
on 20th February could mark 
a turning point in the 
development of 
community relations in 
the city and county. 

Delivered with relaxed good 
humour, it coupled a 
humane, authoritative and 
well-reasoned appeal for 
inclusive education with a 
serious warning of the 
dangers being stored up by 
separating children 
between faith schools. 

It, and its message, were 
well received by the audience, 
Bishop Tim’s comment being the 
only one in support of faith 
schools. 

But, important though the talk 
was, its message needs to be 
reiterated and acted upon, and 
the following campaign has been 
set up:  

Leicester Campaign for 
Inclusive Education (http://
bit.ly/136tSOo)  
 

Its aim is  
‘To promote inclusive 
education where pupils 
from different 
backgrounds and beliefs 
are taught together so 
they can learn with one 
another and from one 
another.’  

I urge members to join the 
campaign:  we can join with 
others to be effective locally, and 
we can also play a part in the 

broad-based national 
campaign run by the Accord 
Coalition (http://
accordcoalition.org.uk/). 

We can, I think, be quietly 
satisfied and encouraged 
that things are moving and 
that our views are getting 
through.  There are other 
indications:  amongst them 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
favourable comments about 
the Society in his speech in 
November, and St James the 
Greater’s announcing four 

sermons on ‘Engaging with 
atheists’, but this 
speech and campaign 
are the most 
significant. 

Allan Hayes 

Get your walking 

boots out! 
The LSS Spring Walk will take 
place on Sunday 31st March, 
starting at 10.30am.  I shall 
be leading it. 

It will begin from 
Thrussington, about 9 
miles from Leicester.  
Thrussington is 
reached by travelling 
north on the A46 
Newark road and 
taking a right turn, or 
on the A607 Melton 
road and taking a left 
turn.  There is plenty 
of free parking space 
in the village. 

The walk will be 4.25 
miles long and last 
about two hours.  
Breaks will be taken as 
requested. 

There will be a little walking on 
vehicular roads with pavement or 
broad grass verges; a few slopes; 
only one stile.  Possible hazards 
are flood water and mud – with 

luck those will have disappeared 
by 31st March. 

Interesting features of the walk:  
churches (it must be said!) at 
Brooksby and Thrussington; 
Brooksby Farm College; a brick-
built, humpbacked pedestrian 
bridge; and the river Wreake. 

What to wear:  ideally walking 
boots, though stout trainers 
would be adequate; have a 
second pair of footwear with you; 
a warm and waterproof coat; a 
sweater, worn or carried; 
trousers of a quick-drying 

material, ideally for both sexes; 
headgear to suit the weather; 
gloves. 

What to bring:  hot and/or cold 
drinks; something to nibble, e.g. 
biscuits, a banana; an old knife or 
something similar to scrape mud 
off boots; all carried in a small 

rucksack. 

At the walk’s end, 
Sunday dinner can be 
eaten at the Star pub 
in Thrussington.  Price 
from £8.  I need to 
know how many 
people intend to eat 
there so that I can 
give the Star a 
number a week 
beforehand. 

Any questions, call me 
on 01509 767317 or 
email me (back page 
for address). 

Remember on the 
day that you should 
have put your clocks 
forward! 

Terry Larkin 

New Leicester group opposes religiously 
separated schooling 

I want my children to go to a 
school where they can sit next to 
a Christian, play football in the 

break with a Muslim, do 
homework with a Hindu and walk 
back with an atheist – interacting 
with them and them getting to 
know what a Jewish child is like.  
Schools should build bridges, not 

erect barriers.   
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain MBE 
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Leicester Secular Society Contact Details 
Registered Office:  Secular Hall 

75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

LSS is a company limited by guarantee  
Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Harry Perry:   

Tel:  07795 097635 

Email:  harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Chairperson - TBA:   

Tel:   

Email:  

Treasurer - Anu Kapur 

Tel. c/o:  01509 211468 

Email:  treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk  

Membership Secretary/Asst. Treasurer - John Catt:  

Tel:  01509 211468 

Email:  memsec@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Company Secretary: TBA:  

Tel:   

Email:  

Library and archives - Gillian Lighton:  

Tel:  07989 122917  

Email:  gillianlighton@hotmail.com 

Hall bookings/maintenance - Mike Burden:  

Tel:  07722 782727 

Email:  secularhall@gmail.com 

Events co-ordinator - Allan Hayes: 

Tel:  0116 241 8747  

Email:  allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Website and news - Frank Friedmann:  

Tel:  07947 573951  

Email:  web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Secularist editor - Harry Perry:  

Tel:  07795 097635 

Email:  harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Keyholders:  Mike Burden, Harry Perry and Gillian 
Lighton are keyholders for Secular Hall. 

Audio-visual kit:  Normally held by Mike Burden. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright 
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.  Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers 
accept no liability for views expressed.  As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views may be published subject to 
the usual constraints of avoiding libel, occasional editing to fit the space available and intrinsic merit.  When writing please abstain 
from gratuitous bad language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  We express our thanks for non-
Society images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education.  Resolution is reduced to prevent 
onward commercial use.  The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol.  An 
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated - with a link to the Society website. 

The Leicester Secularist  

copy deadline 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon 
on Thursday 21st March 2013.   

We will welcome new articles, letters, jokes, 
poems, news, cartoons, book reviews, etc.  Please 
send via the Hall or email to Harry at the address 
in the box adjacent.   

Include photos or illustrations where you have 
them.  Please aim for 700 words max.  Longer 
articles may be accepted where appropriate but 
please ensure they are submitted well ahead of 
the deadline (and the same goes for handwritten 
items that might need a lot of typing up). 

The subsequent copy deadline looks like being 
Thursday 18th April 2013. 

Thanks 

Harry Perry, Editor 

Jill Perry, Subeditor 

Stay in touch with LSS on Facebook - just ‘Like’ the 
Leicester Secular Society Facebook group:  https://
www.facebook.com/groups/102055793167467/?ef=ts 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE THE MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY WHEN YOU CHANGE ANY OF  
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS.  THANK YOU. 

Summary report of the LSS Board 

meeting on 27th January 2013 
• Resignation of Gillian Lighton as Secretary 
after next meeting noted. 

• Need to strengthen the Board now a priority.  
All to consider candidates for co-option. 

• Budget for the All Our Stories project noted. 
• LRT have written to their solicitors for advice 
on the Co-op (BenCom) proposals. 

• Modified proposals of the mini-modernisation 
steering group approved (approx. £70,000).  
LRT and ABC to be informed of final plans.   

• Agreed to write to the Crown Prosecution 
Service, Chief Constable and Crime 
Commissioner regarding religiously 
aggravated offences and freedom of 
expression.  Draft letter approved. 

• HP to discuss with Frank F plans for the blog. 
• Financial reports noted. 
• Four new members approved. 
• Report back from outreach event on 23rd 
January.  HP to produce a summary report 
and proposals for discussion by attendees. 

• Report back from DMU promotional event. 
• Discussion on Sikh‒Muslim conflict recently 
reported. 

• Next meeting 3.30pm Sunday 24th February. 


