Modernisation Appeal - thank you!
Most sincere thanks to the 85
donors to the modernisation fund
since the appeal was launched
last month. About half the
donors so far have been nonmembers which is an indication
of the esteem in which the
Society is held outside its own
ranks. So, a further £6,000 has
been received taking the
thermometer currently to
£36,000. That’s made up of
£25,000 from reserves and
£11,000-odd in donations.
Great, but we need more, lots more!
There are still many members who’ve
yet to donate so I’m hopeful that
we’ll see the thermometer rise
significantly further over the next
month.
Another easy way you can help is
to use your Facebook and Twitter
accounts to invite donations. All
you need do is post a brief
message about our needs with a
link to www.secularhall.org.uk.
That will take your contacts to
our appeal page. And ask for
sharing and retweeting too!
If we don’t raise the money the
modernisation proposals will have to

be cut back significantly, and nobody
wants that!
In parallel with the fundraising
campaign from individuals we have
asked for contributions from several
grant-giving bodies. They are under
pressure from numerous bidders and
we have had several rejections so we
cannot count on any of them to come
through for us. And we won’t know
outstanding decisions until later in
the summer so we MUST continue to
raise money as best we can from our
own members and friends.
Please be as generous as you can
possibly afford. Send a cheque to me
(payable to Leicester Secular
Society!) at the Hall address, or
make a direct bank transfer to Unity
Trust Bank, Sort Code 08-60-01,
a/c no. 20195380 (ref.
‘Modernisation’). You can also make
a plastic card transfer from our
website via PayPal at
SecularHall.org.uk but these
transfers are subject to a fee to
PayPal that comes off
the donation so it’s best
to use another method.
Thank you
Harry Perry

£££££

£36,000 in mid-May

Join us on meetup.com

Thanks to our organisers and
coordinators we must rank
among the region’s top
voluntary organisations
running a regular and diverse
programme of talks and
events every week – it’s quite
something to be a part of.
Surveys continue to show a high
proportion of the population is in
sympathy with our secular aims,
and even more no doubt would be
if secularism wasn’t constantly
denigrated in the media as
‘aggressive’ and ‘intolerant’.

And yet we’re not as well known as
we should be, especially among
young people.
As an experiment, I’m posting our
forthcoming events on
meetup.com, which is a great way
to find out what’s going on in an
area. You put in your location and
up comes a variety of groups
within 5 or 10 miles (or whatever
distance you choose). Around
Leicester you’ll find book and film
groups, ‘one-hour walkers’, dog
walkers, young entrepreneurs,
photographers, board- and roleplay-gamers, relaxers, party-goers,
foodies of various flavours, support
groups, ... and now LSS.
Of course you don’t have to be in
Leicester to find meetup groups –
the network is worldwide, so if
you’re away on business or holiday
you might find something to go to
or try. The point about meetup is
in the name – it’s not about
tapping away in a corner on your
keyboard, but about meeting
people. And it’s pretty easy to
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organise a new group if your
interests aren’t covered in your
area, although there is a charge
for organisers – for anyone else it’s
free.
The website encourages you to
‘RSVP’ for meetings you’re going
to attend, but of course this isn’t
necessary for LSS. However it
does help us look attractive and
welcoming if newcomers can see
plenty of people are going, and lots
of members and favourable ratings
will help increase our prominence.
When you sign up, you’re invited to
add photo and a sentence or two to
introduce yourself – this is
optional, but again all adds to the
impression we give.
So find us at meetup.com/
LeicesterSecularSociety, and do
spread the word to all
your friends and
contacts. As always, do
ask me if you need any
help.
Frank Friedmann

Forthcoming events
Sunday 19th May, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Unfortunately our advertised speaker, Professor Robert
Hinde, has been taken ill and so is unable to deliver his talk. His place will be taken by someone else,
covering a different topic.
Tuesday 21st May, 7.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Street: Why brainstorming doesn’t work - and
how it might! Dr Kevin Byron will look at ‘the illusion of productivity’. Skeptics in the Pub. Non LSS
event.
Sunday 26th May, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: The economic war against Cuba. Salim Lamrani,
French journalist, is a specialist on US‒Cuban relations and a professor at the University of ParisSorbonne Paris IV. He reviews topical issues for Cuba, relations with the USA, human rights, the
economic situation and the Roman Catholic Church. Joint meeting with the Cuba Solidarity Campaign.
Sunday 2nd June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Much ado about Shakespeare. Next year is the 450th
anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth. Malcolm Elliott examines his credentials and asks who the true
author of ‘Shakespeare’s works’ might be.
Wednesday 5th June, 7.30pm, Crumblin’ Cookie, High Street: Philosophy in Pubs. Topic TBA.
Come along for a freewheeling evening of philosophical discussion.
Sunday 9th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Boxers and other interesting people I have known.
Former boxer Carl Gunn has had an interesting life and won many awards for his gym aimed at keeping
youngsters off the streets.
Sunday 16th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Borges and memory. Prof. Rodrigo Quian Quiroga of
Leicester University combines an interest in the fiction of Luis Borges with his work as a neuroscientist
on how the brain handles concepts.
Tuesday 18th June, 6.30pm, Square Bar, Hotel Street: One Law For All. Anne Marie Waters.
Skeptics in the Pub. Non LSS event.
Sunday 23rd June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Asylum seekers - the modern untouchables. Pam
Inder and Bessie Hayes set the record straight on asylum seekers and explain the work of Leicester City
of Sanctuary.
Sunday 30th June, 5pm, Secular Hall: Half-year report back meeting from the Board to LSS
Members.
Sunday 30th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: The case for humanity. Allan Hayes wants Religious
Education (RE) in schools to be replaced by education in life and humanity.

Muslim grooming gangs
The convictions of a further six
Muslim men of Pakistani
extraction, for the sexual
grooming of young vulnerable
white girls, at Oxford Crown
Court last week has once again
thrust big questions in front of
us. It adds Oxford to the list of
Rochdale, Rotherham and Derby
where similar crimes have been
detected over the last two years. A
month ago Ibrahim Mogra, a leading
Leicester imam and senior member
of the Muslim Council of Britain,
condemned the Oxford gang and
called upon Muslims not to shield
perpetrators but to turn them into
the police (http://tinyurl.com/
d22gfrc - about 10 minutes in).

seemed to engage in it almost
openly as a kind of sport, as if there
was nothing wrong with it.
Unfortunately we are not privy to
police statistics on the relative
incidence of sexual crimes between
different communities so it is
impossible to tell whether, pro rata,
Muslims or Pakistanis are more
likely to offend in this way or not.

Shaikh Ibrahim Mogra
expert on the topic, speaking on
Radio 4 last week, asserted that
every major town and city in the
country is likely to have something
similar going on. We are holding
our breath for the Leicester case.

He argues that despite those
convicted being active Muslims the
practices they engaged in are totally
contradictory to the tenets of their
faith. One is reminded of the
worldwide activities of numerous
Roman Catholic priests.

We all acknowledge that the sexual
abuse of youngsters is perpetrated
(mainly) by men in every ethnic
group, of different religious views
or, indeed, holding atheist views.
The concern around the Muslim
gang grooming offences is that
whereas the typical white
It is widely acknowledged that
paedophile predator works alone
further similar cases of sex
grooming are in the pipeline and one and is highly secretive, these men
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But the fear must be that some of
the tenets of Islam and practices of
Muslim communities concerning the
status of females, and of nonbelievers, offer an underlying
legitimation for this type of crime.
(See page 11 of this edition.)
So while we applaud Ibrahim Mogra
for coming out so strongly to
condemn these activities, we go
further and call upon Leicester’s
Muslim leaders to combat
interpretations of Islam that lead to
the downgrading of the
status of women, girls and
non-believers. Equal
respect for all.
Harry Perry

Mini-modernisation issues
Accessible toilet
The illustration above is of the most recent
plan for the accessible toilet.
I have had several people with disabilities wanting
to be involved in the detailed design of this facility
and so this is an invitation for anybody with
personal or specialist knowledge to contact me to

Full ground-floor plan
The full ground-floor plan as proposed is now
displayed at the Hall and can also be viewed on
line at: http://goo.gl/654Ke.
Please have a good look at it and let me have any
comments or suggestions asap as we are on the

comment or discuss it before we go out to tender.
Once it is built it will be costly to make changes so
please come forward now rather than complain
afterwards!
The rectangular shape on the top wall is the babychanging table.
Thanks
Harry
run-in to final design and specification before we
go out to tender.
We are also in the midst of discussing colour
schemes, light fittings and curtains. If you think
you have something special to offer in this regard,
again, please contact me.
Harry

Clearing our garage
(e.g. banners and
placards …)

belong to and can arrange for
their removal. There will be
nowhere to store them once the
works start or afterwards when
completed. If they are not
claimed and removed by mid-June
As we’re now getting into the
they will be skipped.
run-up for the mini
There are other items – broken
modernisation works one of
the things we must do is clear electrical appliances, a few books
all the stuff out of the garage. of no apparent consequence, a
piece of carpet, boxes of papers,
Most of this is pure junk but
etc. There are also two old doors
some may have a monetary or
sentimental value. For example, still attached to the wall at the
back end. If you want to take any
there are a number of banners,
poles and placards and there may of this stuff away for your own
be members who know who these use or sale please get in touch
with me before the end of May.
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After that, in June, I would
like to have a couple of
volunteers with largish
hatchbacks to remove all the
other stuff to the tip. That will
save the cost of a skip. (The
Council only collects stuff for free
from domestic premises – five
items at a time.)
There will be no further warning
before we start tipping stuff so I
look forward to
hearing from you in
the very near future.
Thank you
Harry Perry

Food – just what are we eating?
It’s a subject never far away
from the news these days.
Recent headlines showed how
useless labelling of meat
products is and how the food
industry refuses to accept any
responsibility when
consumers are not getting
what they thought. Eventually
though they had to admit that
there are no quality control
checks on the meat they buy,
just a case of the cheapest and
accepting what they are told.
Hardly surprising when we
live in a capitalist economy
and profit is the end game,
not public welfare.
I come from a
generation when in the
UK horse meat was once
available. I can
remember as a child the
horrific pictures of
horses being
transported live (hung
up by their hoofs) while
being shipped to other
countries. Thankfully a
campaign to stop live
transportation of horses
succeeded and out of it
the whole subject of animal
welfare became a priority. New
UK legislation included all
animals having to be stunned
before slaughter, with the
exception of kosher meat. Sadly
though, this month sees live
animals once again beginning to
be transported live from the Port
of Dover, a step backwards for
UK animal welfare.
Kosher exception now the rule
So do you (apologies to non-meateaters, it’s going to get worse)
think then that the majority of all
the meat you eat has been killed
according to UK laws? Well, ‘no
longer’ is the answer to that; so
much of our meat is now brought
by food multinationals outside the
UK. And the exception is now
becoming the rule: kosher and
now halal meat is becoming an
intrinsic part of our national diet
without any consultation. The
food industry has seen a new
market opening up worldwide
and whether we like it or not the
majority of our meat is no longer
humanely stunned prior to

slaughter: instead they are alive
with one cut across the throat,
whilst prayers are said. Cynics
say the industry see it as a
cheaper method. Those critical
of this development are being
labelled racist and judged as not
being politically correct for fear
of offending.
Most of the large supermarkets
are now selling meat not prestunned generally. Waitrose had
to reverse their policy after an
outcry by its customers early this
year and ‘decided to offer
customers an option to buy meat
which had not been halal
blessed’. Tesco is trialling halal

counters in 73 of its stores as
well as the meat being on general
sale, unlabelled. Angry parents
in Essex hit the headlines when
told meat prepared according to
ritual of Islam will replace
‘standard’ methods earlier this
year. The school in question has
less than 10% children of Muslim
background. In the last few days
halal meat has been found in
school meals, including some in
Leicester, which contained pork.
There are many, many other
examples of disgruntled
consumers.
Why cannot the food industry be
open and inform consumers
better and be honest about meat
being sold in the UK that does
not comply with UK standards?
Some though are fighting for this
to be done. The matter was
taken to the House of Commons
last month but they rejected a ten
-minute rule bill that would have
made it mandatory for retailers to
label all of the halal and kosher
meat on sale and make it clear
the animals were ‘killed without
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stunning’. At the same time MPs
said no to meat not slaughtered
according to UK legislation being
served in their own restaurants.
OK for them but not for the
consumer.
New form of labelling
And going unnoticed on many
different food products now is a
new symbol. It is not anything to
do with dietary/health needs,
instead it’s to do with religion.
Now you can find on many
packages a very small, hardly
legible symbol stating it’s Halal
Approved – you can find it even
on your favourite cereal packs.
Researching this you find many
religious websites who
urge consumers to
contact the
manufacturer of any
product they eat and
asks them to apply for
such halal certification
to be put on it. Food
companies are alleged to
be paying big money to
get these symbols from
Muslim charities
worldwide that have set
up commercial arms.
Why a need for such a symbol say
on a packet of cornflakes or a
bottle of water? So why can the
food industry be proactive on this
matter, for what it’s worth, but
refuse to be honest and
transparent on all other matters
raised here?
Lack of faith
Many are questioning the quality
of our food, some preferring to
grow their own to be sure, or
purchasing from guaranteed
sources. Some, though, have no
choice and have to go on the
price. Regarding religious
labelling, is there a place for such
on our food and why have food
manufacturers gone down this
road? And if you have no religion
what chance to do you have of a
say if you do not want such
labelling? One thing is
guaranteed and that is the lack of
faith the general public now have
in the food in our
shops and eating
places.
Mary Draycott

Just suppose … what?
Interesting, Mike – but what
are you trying to prove?
Where is he coming from?
That question constantly ran
through my mind during Mike
Lawrence’s talk entitled Just
Suppose at Secular Hall on
5th April.
Mike founded a group called No
To Religious Instruction
(Notori), which campaigns
against religious indoctrination
in schools, and against the ex
officio appointment of Church of
England bishops to the House of
Lords. No member of Leicester
Secular Society would oppose
him on those scores!
Mike is also the author of a
book, made into a film, called
Just Suppose.
But I could not understand what
his talk was intended to prove or
demonstrate.
Mike handed round a graph
containing the phrases Time Line
for the Reverse Construction of
the literal Jesus genre, Multiple
Christianites with a mythical
Jesus and Literal Jesus character.
Secularists who have read the
Christian bible may accept that a
literal (real?) Jesus spoke many

The graph referred to dates as
500BCE (Before the Common
Era) and 325CE (Common Era),
much preferable to 500BC
(Before Christ) and 325AD (Anno
Domini [in the year of our Lord]).
Mike coined a new word: CruciFiction. In Ancient Rome and
other ancient civilisations,
nailing somebody to a cross was
not fiction – it was a form of
execution widely used, not
confined to one MAN who had
divine pretensions.
According to Mike, considerable
significance was attached by the
early church to astrology – a
pseudo-science popular among
readers of some newspapers and
magazines.
Mike produced an interesting
figure: the Church of England
has £5.6 billion in investments.
At discussion time, Frank
Friedmann said this is probably
a pittance compared with the
conflicted with their perception
assets of the Church of Rome,
in a particular period.
responsible for the
His graph also referred to the
start of brutally
start of brutally enforced Catholic enforced Catholic
Christianity … post-325CE (when Christianity.
Christianity became the official
Terry Larkin
religion of the Eastern Roman
Empire).
wise words, while a mythical
Jesus walked on water and
converted a few loaves and fishes
into a meal for thousands.
I inferred from Mike’s talk that
early church authorities’ vision of
Jesus changed from time to time.
They destroyed documents which

somewhere between 1890 and
1910 from Joseph McCabe who,
I thoroughly enjoyed Michael having trained for the Catholic
Lawrence’s talk to the Secular priesthood, deserted religion and
was for a year full-time
Society the other week. He
laid out the case very well for Organising Secretary at Leicester
Secular Society.
viewing Christianity as a
mixture of myths and legends Apparently McCabe wrote about
from a couple of thousand
200 books; the one I have in front
years ago.
of me is a pamphlet called Pagan
Christs in an edition republished
The Society may have heard a
by Black Cat Press in 2006. The
similar talk in the period
description on the back cover

Michael Lawrence

2013 Republic Annual
Conference in Leicester!
It’s quite an honour for
Leicester that the city is
hosting this year’s Republic
conference on the theme
‘Succession and Power’.

The conference will look at
Charles’s political ambitions, his
power of veto over legislation
and his continuing meddling in
national affairs – and how
Republic is working to challenge
his position as a political prince.
It will also see the official launch
of Republic’s Born Equal
campaign, a direct challenge to
the media’s royal baby hype.
Over a third of places have
already been booked for the
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sums it up thus: ‘If you harbour
any doubts that Christianity is
anything other than a mishmash
of myths and repressive
teachings borrowed from other
ancient superstitions, this
pamphlet will lay
those doubts at rest.’
Probably there is a
copy in the Society’s
library.
Michael Gerard
conference which is on 29th
June – you don’t need to be a
member although a concession
applies if you are. Full details
and tickets from republic.org.uk/
annualconference or Republic
Campaign, Suite 14040, 145-157
St John Street,
London EC1V 4PY.
Phone: 020 7608
5742.
Frank Friedmann

As for sponsoring terrorism, the
fact that the US spends tens of
billions on mercenary armies
billion. Would there be any point directly supervised by the CIA
to Sudan signing the Nonoperating outside the law can only
Proliferation Treaty? US
be described as terrorism. The so
-called civil war in Syria is nothing
commentators have suggested
that Syria is attempting to build
more than a war by the US
nuclear weapons but so far there
against Syria fought by
has been no real evidence, any
mercenaries, just as the wars in
more than there was in the case of Libya, Serbia, Angola, Nicaragua
Libya. As for North Korea, the US and elsewhere were. (See The
has been carrying on a proxy
Secret Wars of the CIA by John
military and verbal war with
Stockwell.)
China there for the last 70 years,
Taken as a whole the definition of
basically over US rabid
a rogue state as outlined by
commitment to a discredited
representatives of the American
ideology.

(continued from previous page)

state best befits that very state
itself. As for the UN, it’s nothing
more than a US front designed to
extort support from
client states on threat
of political or
economic blackmail.
The pot calling the
kettle black, or what?
Dave Ray

Ed. - There’s an interesting article on
Syria in the current edition of the
online Palestine Chronicle: http://
palestinechronicle.com/the-syrianriddle/#.UZRrw0o08lQ

The G8 and world inequality
The G8 summit is coming back
to the UK this summer. It is
being held on 17th and 18th
June in Fermanagh, Northern
Ireland. Protests are being
organised in Dublin, Belfast and
close to the summit in
Enniskillen. There's also a
group called Stop G8 planning a
week of action in London from
the 10th to the 14th of June
with a main day of action on
11th June in the West End.
They are an explicitly anti-capitalist
group who have identified the G8
as the perpetrators of social,
economic and environmental
abuses worldwide, and so they are
not asking or expecting the G8
leaders to fix any of the problems
the world faces. They've produced
a map of the West End highlighting
some of the companies based
there. (http://tinyurl.com/d35pdjh)
The Stop G8 website gives the
following reasons for having the
protest in London rather than
Ireland:
‘Money
Mayfair is home to private banks,
banks that cater to the wealthy and
don't ask questions, including some
dedicated to washing money for
regimes like Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain. The deregulation and
financial boom of the 80s and 90s
led to new forms of investment
including private equity and hedge
funds. These also gravitated to the
private banking zone, making
Mayfair the world's second hedge
fund capital after New York.
Private equity investors buy
companies and shares in private
deals, rather than on public stock
exchanges. They are less

transparent, less regulated, and
can make much bigger profits.
Some private equity funds take
over existing companies, sacking
workers and asset stripping the
firms. Some speculate in real
estate, including the land-grab
funds buying up farmland in poor
countries, displacing communities
and pushing up food prices. Other
funds specialise in privatisation,
using their political contacts to
grab cheap government assets.
Hedge Funds are alternative
investment managers specialising
in risk, secrecy and big profits. In
contrast to the cautious and
relatively tightly regulated pension
funds of the City they are private
partnerships, usually run by a few
superstar managers, that publish
little information and attract
wealthy investors. Hedge funds
follow a range of different
strategies. Some make their
money by gambling on currencies
and other financial markets: a
number made a killing out of the
sub-prime mortgage collapse of
2008. Distressed debt funds,
sometimes called vulture funds, are
glorified debt collectors who buy
up and chase bad debts, including
those of struggling countries like
Greece and Argentina. Many fund
bosses are big political party
donors, which helps them fend off
regulation and investigation
despite their unsavoury
reputations.
Dirt, blood and spin
Some of the world's bloodiest and
most polluting corporations are
based in the West End. Oil giant BP
and mining companies like Lonmin
are vestiges of British colonial
power, still plundering Africa and
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other resource rich regions. Their
new neighbours are emerging
market giants like India's
ArcelorMittal, Tata and Vedanta. A
number of these companies are
based around St James’ Square,
south of Piccadilly, the area that is
also the traditional clubland of the
old British ruling class.
Where there's a goldmine or an
oilfield, you need guns (and drones,
jets, guided missiles, etc.) and
hired killers to defend it. The West
End is also the main European base
for many of the world's largest
arms companies, including BAE
Systems, Thales, Lockheed Martin
and more, and also of mercenaries
and private security contractors.
Some unfortunate regimes and
corporations suffer from
reputational issues, i.e. people
realise that they are murderers.
This is where PR companies like
Bell Pottinger, Brown Lloyd James
and M&C Saatchi step in to spin
destruction into development. The
West End has become a key base of
the global PR trade, traditionally
centred around Soho.
Dens of the rich
Once you've made obscene money,
you need to spend it. London real
estate is a prime investment
opportunity, and you can get round
planning laws by knocking
mansions together and digging
down for underground swimming
pools. The boutiques of Bond
Street and the nightclubs of
Mayfair and Knightsbridge mix the
prestige of the old
aristocracy with the
glamour of the new
mega-rich.’
Chris Goodwin

President’s column
It’s been a busy month.
Meetings with the
modernisation working party
and numerous consultants,
plumbers and advisers, all to
do with the modernisation
project – and of course the
fundraising work reported on
earlier (page 2) – hundreds of
appeal letters and emails and
completing a huge grant
application too. As part of
that I met with our local MP,
Jon Ashworth, at the Hall and
he pledged his support for our
appeal.
Apart from all that there was a
meeting of the Board and a few
activists on pursuing the outreach
proposals. We avoided going over
old ground and were able to
identify a manageable range of
new activities that will hopefully
help raise our profile in the
coming years. As expected,
though, all the minimodernisation work is drawing
me away from this vital work of
promoting secularism. The
sooner we get the funds in and
get the work done, the better!
Nudge, nudge all those who
have yet to contribute!
Perhaps the most interesting, and
most ground-breaking on the
secularism front, was a meeting
of the Board with the civilian
Hate Crime Officer of
Leicestershire Police, Darren
Goddard. This arose from the two
recent trials in Leicester which
prompted the Board’s concern
that local law enforcement
agencies might be drifting
towards implementing new
‘blasphemy laws’ just as the old
blasphemy law had been
abolished. I had written to the
Crime Commissioner, the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) and
the Chief Constable on behalf of
the Board but only the latter
replied, instructing his Hate
Crime Officer to get in touch.
Mr Goddard talked us through the
various pieces of legislation in the
field of religious hate crime and
we discussed those and the
guidance issued by the CPS to
local prosecutors (http://
www.cps.gov.uk/legal/p_to_r/
racist_and_religious_crime). It

was a full discussion in the course
of which it became clear that
everything is not clear. The
police make the first assessment
of any incident and may point out
to the CPS where a crime might
be treated as religiously
motivated or aggravated, but the
CPS is duty bound also to review
all incidents that come before it
to make their own assessment of
whether there is a religious
element. Even so, there continue
to be incidents like the East Park
Road restaurant attack (Sikhs v.
Muslims) where everybody but
the police see a religious aspect.

For the purposes of the law
people with no religious belief are
afforded the same protections as
the religious but I’m not holding
my breath for the first case of an
atheist alleging they’re the victim
of religious hate crime. (As
always, the ‘kill the unbelievers’
verses of the Koran, regularly
referenced by Islamic imams and
‘scholars’ in mosques and
madrasas, were the elephant in
the room.)
There are several pieces of
relevant legislation and they do
not all use the same wording, so
there is a degree of ambiguity and
a ‘catch-all’ flavour to the field. A
key phrase is ‘stirring up religious
hatred’ but for the charge to be
made to stick the action or words
must be ‘threatening’, said Mr
Goddard. And the rider that was
added to the Public Order Act by
the Racial and Religious Hatred
Act of 2006 that ‘Nothing in this
Part shall be read or given effect
in a way which prohibits or
restricts discussion, criticism or
expressions of antipathy, dislike,
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ridicule, insult or abuse of
particular religions or the beliefs
or practices of their adherents, or
of any other belief system or the
beliefs or practices of its
adherents, or proselytising or
urging adherents of a different
religion or belief system to cease
practising their religion or belief
system‘ seems not to be a
complete defence against
accusations.
The CPS has overtly stated its
determination to prosecute any
potential incident with extra
vigour, particularly in Leicester
(Mercury, 26-01-13), and this
zealous approach led to the
abortive prosecution of the Koran
ripper despite the CPS having
considered that the case passed
the ‘Threshhold Test’ one aspect
of which is a realistic prospect of
a conviction.
It was interesting to discover that
court proceedings are more likely
if alleged offenders deny the
charges. To ‘get off’ with a police
caution, and avoid a court case, it
is necessary first to admit guilt to
the charge and thus acquire a
criminal record.
The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry
had concluded that the best judge
of whether a crime was racially
motivated was the victim(s)
themselves and this approach has
been carried over into the
religious crime field. We pointed
out that this approach places far
too much power into the hands of
those who may want to claim that
they have been ‘alarmed and
distressed’ by words or actions
critical of their religion.
In addition to making our
existence known to the police the
meeting had other positive spinoffs too: a nudge to our local beat
bobby to look in on us; possible
use of the Hall for periodic police
surgeries; an invitation to send a
rep to the Police Policy Advisory
Group on Race and Equality
Issues (PAGRE), and a possible
invitation to explain secularism to
groups of police
officers as part of
their training at
DMU.
Harry Perry

Muslim women help maintain the oppression
We had the pleasure of
meeting Anne Marie Waters
on Sunday 26th April and
hearing her insightful, and
also deeply disturbing, talk
concerning the subjugation of
women in British Muslim
communities.*
Anne Marie Waters is the cofounder of the One Law For All
(OLFA) campaign organisation
which she set up with Maryam
Namazie to fight against Sharia
law in Britain. Anne Marie and
Maryam advocate equality for all
people under the law. Before
Anne Marie came to Leicester
fresh evidence of how Sharia
Councils are putting women’s
lives at risk was brought to the
public’s attention when the BBC
broadcast a programme titled
‘Secrets of Britain’s Sharia
Councils.’ An undercover
reporter posed as a vulnerable
woman seeking advice from the
Council with regard to her violent
husband. The programme
showed the Sharia Council
persuading women not to seek
advice from the police, giving out
incorrect advice and dismissing
the victims of domestic violence
so long as the beatings were not
‘severe’.
Anne Marie was clear in stressing
that Islam in itself is not a
violent, misogynistic religion but
that it is being interpreted in a
way which is deeply oppressive to
women. The talk had a clear,
coherent structure as she focused
on the international context of
political Islam and then
proceeded to narrow her analysis
down to the national level. With
regard to the global situation,
Anne Marie highlighted how
wealthy Islamic states, such as
Saudi Arabia, are funding and
exporting extremist Islamic
beliefs (specifically Wahhabi
Islam) to disparate Muslim
communities throughout the
world. Therefore ordinary,
peaceful Muslims are actually
being bullied by these radical,
tyrannical leaders to adhere to
this strict, extremist form of
Islam.
In relation to the British legal
system Anne Marie referred to

two major bodies involved in
dispensing Islamic law: the
Muslim Arbitration Tribunal and
the Islamic Sharia Council.
Whilst both of these
organisations do not have any
powers to undermine the Civil
Court and its rulings, they wield

great power and influence within
their communities. Not only is
there evidence that these
organisations do not inform
women of their civil rights, which
clearly violates the principles of
fairness and impartiality that they
are legally obliged to abide by,
they are also registered charities.
Under Sharia law a woman’s
testimony is worth half that of a
man’s and child custody reverts
to the father at a preset age, even
if the father is abusive. A man
can have four wives and divorce
his wife by simple repudiation,
whereas a woman must give
reasons some of which are
extremely difficult to prove. It is
clear therefore that Sharia law is
unjust and discriminatory
towards women.
Anne Marie continued her
presentation by discussing the
broader issue of the role of the
British state in dealing with
minority cultures. She
pinpointed multiculturalism and
relativism as the two main
reasons why women’s rights
within minority communities are
in danger of being, and often are,
weakened. She argued that
relativism, giving different rights
to different groups, is
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fundamentally flawed as
oppression is universal and
women’s rights should not differ
depending on where they are
born. She used the example of
female genital mutilation (FGM)
as a horrific, violent act against
women and young girls that is
sometimes defended by cultural
relativists. It is also interesting
when one considers what would
happen if the roles were reversed
and men were in the same
position as these women. As
Anne Marie pointed out, ‘What
we deem slavery for men, we
deem culture for women.’ Whilst
her critique of cultural relativism
was enlightening, the talk was
slightly weakened by its lack of
definition of what multiculturalism is and what it entails.
Perhaps one of the most
interesting points of the talk was
the question of female
involvement in the oppression of
women. Some people in favour of
Sharia law have used female
involvement and support of this
practice as an example of how it
is not oppressive to women.
Anne Marie, however, dismisses
this idea, arguing that women
can be misogynistic and that even
if Sharia law has the support of
some women, it does not mean
that it is not oppressive. Indeed
Anne Marie highlighted that the
involvement of women is what
keeps the practice functioning.
In a community where women
have few rights, some women are
recruited and given a degree of
power which is then used to
further the oppression of their
sex.
Ursula and
Ingrid Duffin
Ursula TebbetDuffin is
currently researching her
dissertation on the relationship
between feminism and faith
schools so please do get in
contact with her if you have any
information regarding Islamic
and Catholic schools at
ursula.duffin@gmail.com.
* A video of the talk can be found
here: http://vimeo.com/65182662

Cataracts? No problem
On Sunday 12th May Mr
Geoffrey Woodruff, Emeritus
Consultant Ophthalmologist
from Leicester Royal
Infirmary, was invited to
speak to Leicester Secular
Society about the public
health problem of blindness
around the world. He has
been consultant paediatric
ophthalmologist in Leicester
for 23 years and has also
worked in developing parts of
the world, from Bihar in
northern India to Gondar in
northern Ethiopia.
What do we mean by blindness?
Mr Woodruff started by
clarifying the definition of
blindness. Blind does not mean
totally blind where one does not
see anything, but a legal
definition where an individual
sees less than 3/60 on the chart.
That is to say, they can see less
than the top letter of a Snellen
letter chart at three metres.
Whereas the definition of low
vision (also known as partial
sight) is seeing less than 6/18,
i.e. seeing less than the third line
at six metres. This compared to
normal vision which is the small
letter line (at the bottom of the
chart) at six metres.
He then went on to give us an
idea about the magnitude of the
problem of blindness. The UK
has 33,000 people on the blind
register and 45,000 people with
low vision. This is a lot of visually
impaired people in our country.
However, when we compare it
with global blindness, the figures
are astonishingly high at 40
million blind and 160 million with
low vision. Ninety per cent of the
blind are living in the developing
poor part of the world, mostly in

sub-Saharan Africa and parts of
Asia. The main causes of
blindness are cataracts,
glaucoma and diabetic
retinopathy globally, and in the
UK, age-related macular
degeneration (AMD) and
glaucoma.
Cataracts, which is the clouding

of the lens (usually age related,
however some babies are born
with this condition too), is an
easily treatable condition and yet,
sadly, people in the developing
countries have poor access to this
treatment and are needlessly
going blind. He proceeded to
give us an explanation of the way
cataract surgery is carried out,
with a short video showing the
removal of the cloudy lens, and
replacement with an artificial
implant. Here he drew a link
with the city of Leicester. Sir
Harold Ridley, pioneering
ophthalmologist who invented the
intra-ocular lens (IOL), was born
in Kibworth,
Leicestershire.
During World
War II he
noticed that
when splinters
of Perspex from
aircraft
cockpits
became lodged
in the eyes of
wounded pilots
they did not
Cataract patients in Bihar, India, immediately after the procedure trigger
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rejection as glass splinters did,
leading him to propose the use of
artificial lenses in the eye to
correct cases of cataracts. The
first IOL was inserted in the eye
in 1952.
We also received an overview of
Mr Woodruff’s volunteering
experience, to illustrate what is
being done in parts of the
developing world to tackle the
problem of blindness,
particularly cataract blindness.
From hi-tech and fully equipped
flying eye-hospitals of the
American charity ORBIS, to
mission hospitals in India and
parts of Africa, there are groups
of people who are trying to
reduce preventable and
treatable blindness. The place
that most impressed him was
Akhand Jyoti Eye Hospital
(AJEH) in the poorest northern
Indian state of Bihar. This
institution started with one
philanthropic, wealthy
businessman wanting to give
something back to his
community and several talented
and dedicated teams of doctors,
nurses and other support, who
can perform a cataract operation
every two minutes.
The talk ended with questions
from the audience about cataract
blindness and how it affects the
individual, but also about other
common eye conditions such as
AMD and glaucoma and the
impact on people’s lives.
I came away feeling very lucky
that I live in a country where
people are not left to go blind
from treatable eye disease such
as cataracts. And at the same
time was sad that the rest of the
world does not have access to the
basic right of sight.
Nevertheless, I felt admiration
for dedicated people, such as Mr
Woodruff, and the
team in AJEH, who
are trying to tackle
the burden of
preventable and
treatable
blindness.
Nita Odedra
Senior Optometrist at Leicester
Royal Infirmary

Margaret Jull Costa
talk at LSS

in the audience to read
Saramago, but some might like to
while away their summer doing
some advanced reading. So
On 8th September we are
where to start? Saramago is not
fortunate and honoured to be always the easiest writer until
hosting a talk by Margaret Jull one gets used to his unique style
Costa. Margaret is a celebrated (or should that be styles?). I
and prize-winning translator of
would suggest that one might
Portuguese and Spanish fiction.
start either with his small book
She is particularly celebrated as about his early life, Small
the translator of the Portuguese
Memories (and one can get a
Nobel Prize winning author José
small taste of this at http://
Saramago. Saramago’s work is
shar.es/JQyRf), or with his fairly
nowhere near as well known to
early novel Raised from the
English readers as it should be,
Ground, a wonderful account of
and this is particularly so for
the life of Portuguese farm
secularists as Saramago is one of workers and their developing
the great secular voices of world political consciousness. Those
literature. I have no doubt that
interested in Saramago’s more
Margaret’s talk will inspire many

overtly secular work might try
The Gospel According to Jesus
Christ or Cain, two books in
which he takes familiar material
from the Bible and reworks it.
Those just wanting an easy and
enjoyable way in to Saramago
might try The Elephant’s Journey,
while those who want to dive
right into his masterpieces should
head for The Year of the Death of
Ricardo Reis or All The Names.
And that, as my dear friend and
lecturer Peter Wright
used to say, should
keep you all going for
a week or two.
Hamish Whiteley

Burden, dropped a clip from the
Leicester Mercury congratulating
If my name were John Smith,
me on ‘my letter’. Did I note a
or Alan Jones, or Deepak Patel touch of irony? This letter looked
I would expect to find quite a as though it was from one
Michael F. Gerard who was the
few namesakes in the world.
For a reason, which I now regard UKIP candidate for Market
Harborough! ‘What!!’ I thought,
as a bit silly, my father changed
‘an impostor! Using my name!
his name to Gerard. Gerards,
How dare he?’ My blood
with one ‘r’, are rare – even in
pressure was now dangerously
France it is different, sprouting
high, and my eyeballs were
an acute accent over the ‘e’.
dancing about so violently that
My name is Michael F. Gerard.
my vision was obscured.
The shock came when our
I looked again at the offending
Building Manager, Michael

letter. I was signed Michael P.
Gerard not Michael F. Gerard. I
breathed again. I could now take
those sly looks and raised
eyebrow comments, such as:
‘you seem to have an interesting
political double life … don’t you?’
Do I want to meet my near
namesake?
Emphatically NO. I
would have nothing
polite to say beyond
‘I see we have similar
names …’
Michael F. Gerard

Identity crisis

Humanity
First: please support the
campaign ‘Release Abdul
Ghafar Rajabali and Halt his
Deportation’ (http://
chn.ge/162uuae).
The matter is urgent: Abdul has
been given a scheduled date for
removal and a flight time from
the UK for early morning (00.10
am) next Wednesday 22nd May.
A new submission has now been
made and the East Midlands
UKBA has submitted it to their
legal department.
LSS supports Leicester City of
Sanctuary (LCoS), the
organisation which helps asylum
seekers like Abdul, both as a
Society and also through the hard
work of members, who co-operate
in this with people from all
backgrounds and beliefs (and
Leicester Diocese provides free
space for LCoS in St Martin’s
House).

Working together across
difference is a central
achievement of humanity, and of
secularism.
By coincidence, it was at a
meeting in the Madani High
School yesterday that I learned
from an Anglican priest that
Bishop Tim has written a letter
supporting the appeal. We were
together in an Islamic school
listening to an Imam’s concern
that Muslims should not become
isolated. Years ago I opposed the
setting up of Madani at a meeting
with the adjudicator. I am still
opposed to faith schools, and
concern about them was strongly
expressed by one speaker.
Emplacing common humanity is
of course the motivation for
seeking to change Religious
Education in schools to a course
in Life and Humanity that I
mentioned last month. I am
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happy to say that the general
issue of the place of religion in
society is getting increasing
attention.
Last Tuesday I attended a lively
discussion in London on Inter
Faith Dialogue and Multi Culture
(http://bit.ly/10sXMda); on
Monday there is a debate on faith
schools (http://bit.ly/YLt12R); and
the discussion on the Café
section of the website
REOnline (http://bit.ly/16C4yBP)
is developing nicely.
Finally, two books that may be of
interest:
Does Religious Education Have A
Future?, by Mark Chater and
Clive Erricker; and The
New Digital Age by
Jared Cohen and Eric
Schmidt.
Allan Hayes

Genes and
behaviour

by Professor Bambos Kyriacou of
the Department of Genetics at
the University of Leicester.
Bambos started the lecture by
referring to an essay that he sets
his third-year students which
On 3rd February I attended
explores Darwin’s connection to
this year’s Darwin Memorial
Leicester. I remember being set
Lecture titled Genes and
this essay as his student and
Behaviour.
This interesting lecture was given thoroughly enjoyed exploring the
Bates, Wallace and therefore
Darwin’s connections to this city;
I even managed to mention the
Leicester Secular Society in my
conclusion! Bambos then went
on to discuss the history of the
discipline of ‘behavioural
genetics’ and the scientists that
contributed to this field. He then
focused on his current research
areas which included biorhythms
and circadian clocks. He talked
about flies with mutant clocks
and the genes that controlled
this. Lastly he went on to discuss

the implication that this research
has for understanding human
sleep patterns. Issues raised
included shift work and longdistance travel and medication. I
found two bits of information
especially interesting: one, that
at 2 to 3am our body temperature
is the lowest and therefore we
are most prone to make mistakes
at this time; and the second that
the reason for sleep is that the
proteins that congregate at nerve
synapses need to be cleared.
This lecture raised lots of
questions and really made me
think about the negative effects
of shift work on
our circadian
clocks and how
this can be
minimised.
Rachael
Mansbridge

The Joy of Secularism:
11 Essays for How
We Live Now,
ed. George Levine

or disenchantment. And there
are some interesting essays here,
once one has got past the rather
turgid and self-congratulatory
introduction. It’s not a
particularly easy read, but some
of the essays do repay the effort.
Frans B. M. de Waal’s essay on
the evidence for altruistic
behaviour in primates argues
very convincingly that human
morality is quite independent of
the existence of god. The two
essays on Darwin that end the
collection are well worth reading,
as both discuss Darwin from new
and interesting perspectives.
David Sloan Wilson’s essay ‘The
truth is sacred’ asks the question,
‘what is it about religion that sets
it apart from secularism?’ and is
particularly interesting, lively and
challenging.
It’s unfortunate that the
publishers had to resort to the
cheap device of calling the book
The Joy of Secularism because
the book is rather
better than the silly
title suggests. We
now have a copy in
our library and it is
well worth a look.
Hamish Whiteley

(Princeton University Press, 2011)
Readers of my age may
remember first getting hold of
a copy of The Joy of Sex, and
then seeing the many
subsequent ‘Joy of …’ titles
that followed, everything from
The Joy of Cooking to The Joy
of Sheds and even The Joy of
First Year Piano. That was a
long time ago and we may have
thought that the ‘Joy of …’ joke
had gone rather stale but no, for
now we have The Joy of
Secularism.
Since coming out as a secularist
some years ago and joining the
Society I have wondered a lot
about enjoyment. I don’t think
that it is something that we do
very well, and sometimes my
spirits sink a little as I look at the
programme of talks, all worthy
and important and even
necessary, but not often very
joyful. I think that the walks and
the quiz night may do more for
our secular convictions than yet

another talk about Central
America, ecological disasters or
the never-ending iniquities of the
religious.
The Joy of Secularism is a
collection of eleven substantial
essays that seek to address the
idea of ‘secular enchantment’,
challenging Max Weber’s view
that modern society was
characterised by Entzauberung,
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You can't reason someone out of a position
they didn't reason themselves into. Anon.

The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon
on Thursday 13th June 2013.
We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems,
news, cartoons, book reviews, etc. Please send
via the Hall or email to Harry at the address in
the box adjacent.
Include photos or illustrations where you have
them. Please aim for 700 words. Longer articles
may be accepted where appropriate but please
ensure they are submitted well ahead of the
deadline (and the same goes for handwritten
items that might need a lot of typing up).
There will be no Secularist in July so the
subsequent copy deadline looks like being
Thursday 8th August 2013.
Thanks
Harry Perry, Editor; Jill Perry, Subeditor

Report of LSS Board meeting, 28th April 2013
• Stoneywell Cottage in hand.
• Three new members approved.
• Companies House up to date.
• Officer job descriptions discussed, Hamish to
modify, next meeting to finalise.
• Mini-modernisation fundraising could be better.
£7,785 from members, nothing from celebrities.
A couple of grant applications being prepared.
• Mini-modernisation practical issues: Agreed rerouting of heating pipes would be done in last
week of June. Competitive quotes being
obtained. Detailed design issues being tied up
over next month. Alternative meeting places
discussed for ourselves and groups.
• Policies approved: Environmental; Health and
Safety; Child Protection; Maintenance
Requests; Financial Regulations.
• All Our Stories report discussed. Re-enactment
of opening. Competitive tendering for film.
• Support for City of Culture bid agreed.
• Eleanor to prepare a strategy report on NHS
chaplaincy campaign for next meeting. Other
outreach work in hand.
• Policy on affiliations at next meeting.
• Financial reports discussed, all healthy.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
WHEN YOU CHANGE ANY OF
YOUR CONTACT DETAILS. THANK YOU.

• More volunteer helpers needed for meetings.
• Next meeting: 3.30pm on 26th May.

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society. Please note that the views and proposals
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers
accept no liability for views expressed. As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views may be published subject to
the usual constraints of avoiding libel, occasional editing to fit the space available and intrinsic merit. When writing please abstain
from gratuitous bad language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members! We express our thanks for nonSociety images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education. Resolution is reduced to prevent
onward commercial use. The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol. An
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated - with a link to the Society website.
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