Leicester Secularist
Journal of Leicester Secular Society
June 2013 No. 52

‘No more hatred, division,
prejudice and violence’
Suleman Nagdi, Leicester Mercury, Tuesday 11th June 2013

Nobody reading Suleman
Nagdi’s First Person
column on 11th June could
fail to be impressed by the
heartfelt sincerity of his
call. Following recent
events I felt it significant
enough to be highlighted
and discussed further
between Leicester’s
Muslims and those, like
‘unbelievers’ and ‘infidels’,
who often feel threatened
by the words of the Koran
and the acts of Islamist
extremists here and
elsewhere in the world.
These issues are well stated in an
article by John Sargeant in the
centre spread of this edition. But
first, Suleman’s column is
reproduced here with kind
permission of himself and the
Leicester Mercury:
‘The message is simple and must
be emphasised loud and clear.
NO MORE.
No more messages that seek to
divide our communities. No more
actions that promote hatred, division,
prejudice and violence. No more
attempts to isolate and scapegoat
individuals and organisations for
being ‘different’.
No more attacks like the heinous
murder of Lee Rigby, committed in
cold blood in full horrific view of the
passing public.
We must not view this incident as the
concern of one community but as a
concern for all as we work
collectively to safeguard our
communities against the evil of
violent extremism.

A crime is a crime, regardless of the
identity of the criminal. Any
individual or organisation that
breaches the law of the land we all
share must be dealt with by the full
force of the law.
No more being duped by the
dastardly motives of individuals and
organisations intent on fostering
hatred and misunderstanding.
It is important we all recognise each
other’s differences, heritage and
rights and respect each other
accordingly. We must work
collectively against those seeking to
disrupt community cohesion and also
against those who break the law.
No more incidents of hate crime
No more of all of the above at a time
committed against innocent
when we are all faced with an
members of a community or faith
group for the crimes perpetrated by economic crisis that is affecting
millions of people and seems to
others.
continue with no end in sight and
No more racially-motivated murders where so many, from a diverse range
of innocent elderly people, like 75of ethnic and religious backgrounds,
year-old grandfather Mohammed
are suffering from hardship and
Saleem, who was murdered in cold
poverty.
blood in Birmingham.
To see people becoming reliant on
No more senseless attacks on
food banks is a tragic sight in 21st
religious places of worship, like the
century Britain.
burning down of the Al-Rahmah
Islamic centre in Muswell Hill, North No more should now mean no more.
Let us all work together collectively
London.
and in harmony to rid our society of
No more hurtful and unfounded
all acts of lawlessness in this most
attacks on our teachers and scholars challenging of economic climates.
who have worked for decades to
Suleman Nagdi
educate communities to become
Suleman Nagdi is a spokesman for
upstanding, law-abiding citizens of
the Federation of Muslim
Great Britain.
Organisations.
No more compartmentalisation of
http://tinyurl.com/kv2ry87’
crime where a crime committed by
an individual or group from one faith Readers are now
or community is seen as worse than invited to turn to
the same crime committed by others page 8.
from a different faith or community.
Harry Perry
Editor
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Modernisation Appeal - what happened?
After last month’s reminder we
had a handful of further donations
but then hardly anything for over
a fortnight!
So we are only £2,000 further on
from last month’s figure at
£38,000. That’s made up of
£25,000 from reserves and
£13,000-odd in donations.
Now it’s getting serious! We need
those members who have not yet
come forward, and who can afford to
make a donation, to make it now. I
appreciate that for some it is literally
impossible but I do feel there must be
more who have just not woken up to
the importance of what we’re trying
to do. And every little helps whatever you can afford.
Don’t forget that other easy way
you can help by using your
Facebook and Twitter accounts to
invite donations. All you need do
is post a brief message about our
needs with a link to
www.secularhall.org.uk. That will
take your contacts to our appeal
page. And ask for sharing and
retweeting too! Please.
If we don’t raise the money the
modernisation proposals will have to

be cut back significantly, and nobody
wants that.
In parallel with the fundraising
campaign from individuals we have
asked for contributions from several
grant-giving bodies. They are under
pressure from numerous bidders and
we have had several rejections so we
cannot count on any of them to come
through for us. And we won’t know
outstanding decisions until later in
the summer so we MUST continue to
raise money as best we can from our
own members and friends.
Please be as generous as you can
possibly afford. Send a cheque to me
(payable to Leicester Secular Society)
at the Hall address, or make a direct
bank transfer to Unity Trust Bank,
Sort Code 08-60-01,
a/c no. 20195380 (ref.
‘Modernisation’). You can also make
a plastic card transfer from our
website via PayPal at
SecularHall.org.uk but these
transfers are subject to a fee to
PayPal that comes off
the donation so it’s best
to use another method.
Thank you
Harry Perry

£££££

£38,000 in mid-June

Mini modernisation - practical progress
The month started with some
discomfiting news - our architect
was leaving the practice and we
were being assigned a new one.
So we now have our third new
architect working on the job
(Peter Traynor). But we have met
him and given him a detailed
briefing. He clearly knows his
stuff and I am confident we are
getting a good service. We will
soon be going out to tender to the
contractors recommended by the
practice.
Before he moved on our last
architect, Paul Skepper, made the
application for the release of
planning conditions, and our
proposals on them are now being
considered by the Council. At the
same time I made the application for
planning consent for the external fire
exit door (something we could not do
originally because we did not at that
time have our neighbour’s

President’s column
Well, there isn’t room for one
this month! So can’t tell you
about the interesting meeting of

permission to the escape route). It
was cheaper for me to do the fairly
straightforward application than ask
the architects.
The working party is now in the
throes of detailed discussion about
finishes so you can imagine the
arguments over colour schemes and
light fittings!
Our invitation for comments on the
plans finally drew some helpful
comments on the accessible toilet so thank you Jan W-G for that. We
have discussed these with Peter and
he is looking into a couple of things.
For clarity it is worth saying that
there is a British standard ‘Doc M’
for the layout and provision of
accessible toilets and this has to be
followed to a very large extent.
Tenders will come back by the end of
July, and in the early weeks of August
we will be looking at what monies are
available alongside the contract
prices being offered by contractors.

It is at this point that we may have to
start looking at what, if anything,
must be lopped off the planned
works. Some works, however, will
definitely go ahead.
A first step will be undertaken in the
week commencing 24th June, when
we will be diverting a section of the
large-bore heating pipes to facilitate
the later creation of the door to the
new office, store and fire exit.
You will be concerned, I know, that
we are keeping our long-term tenants
and regular room hirers fully
informed. This is the case and as we
move closer to the works date we will
be able to firm up a great deal more
on what the exact impact will be on
their businesses and how we will
manage the disruption.
If you have any questions
please don’t hesitate to
ask.
Harry Perry

the PAGRE (which featured the
Leicestershire police action on
child sex grooming, and an
exchange about hate crime and

free speech) nor the meeting with
our two local beat bobbies, Nita
and Krishna. Maybe in August.
Harry Perry
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Forthcoming events
Sunday 16th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Borges and memory. Prof. Rodrigo Quian Quiroga of
Leicester University combines an interest in the fiction of Luis Borges with his work as a neuroscientist
on how the brain handles concepts.
Tuesday 18th June, 7.30pm, The Parcel Yard bar, next to the railway station: What’s wrong
with evidence-based policy? Jamie Whyte. Skeptics in the Pub. Non LSS event. (NEW VENUE)
Sunday 23rd June, 10am, Newtown Linford: Midsummer walk of approx. 4.5 miles around
Newtown Linford. See page 4 for details.
Sunday 23rd June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Asylum seekers - the modern untouchables. Pam
Inder and Bessie Hayes set the record straight on asylum seekers and explain the work of Leicester City
of Sanctuary.
Sunday 30th June, 5pm, Secular Hall: Half-year report back meeting from the Board to LSS
Members.
Sunday 30th June, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: The case for humanity. Allan Hayes wants Religious
Education (RE) in schools to be replaced by education in life and humanity.
Wednesday 3rd July, 7.30pm, Crumblin’ Cookie, High Street: Philosophy in Pubs. Informal
philosophical debate on topics raised on the night. All welcome. Non LSS event.
Sunday 7th July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Friends of Evington - secularism in action. Helen
Pettman, Editor of the Evington Echo, will tell us how being in the Secular Society inspired her to set
up Friends of Evington, as a practical expression of secularism.
Sunday 14th July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: The government’s Prevent strategy. William Baldet,
Prevent Coordinator, St Philip’s Centre, gives an overview and explains why it is so aligned to
safeguarding in Leicester.
Tuesday 16th July, 7.30pm, The Parcel Yard bar, next to the railway station: One Law For All.
Anne Marie Waters. Skeptics in the Pub. Non LSS event. (Postponed from June.)
Sunday 21st July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: The English Civil War and Central America today.
Michael Gerard and Caroline Moles will tell us about communities in Central America that are realising
some radical ideas of our forebears.
Sunday 28th July, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Headstrong meeting. All welcome for free debate.

Can you offer a prize?
As part of the fundraising
drive for our mini
modernisation project we are
planning to hold a concert by
leading Leicester choir
Cantamici on Saturday 2nd
November this year.
The programme will consist
entirely of non-religious music,
from Elizabethan madrigals to
popular modern classics.
We are very thankful to
Cantamici for this offer and
want to make a big night of it,
so alongside the concert we will
be running a fundraising Grand
Draw where the winning tickets
will be drawn on the night.
Obviously both the concert and
the draw will be intended to raise
money so there will be an
entrance fee for the concert and
draw tickets to be sold - by you!
The price of tickets (for both) is
yet to be decided and one of the
factors for the Grand Draw is how
‘grand’ the prizes will be. This is
where you come in.

What we need you to do is to
obtain donated prizes to be
raffled and these need to be of
significant value - with a first
prize value around £100 or
more.

Perhaps a TV? A weekend away
for two somewhere? Or a crate
of decent wine? A five minutes
supermarket dash? A restaurant
meal for two? A day at a health
spa? A chef to come to your
house and cook a gourmet meal?
The possibilities are endless. In
return for donated prizes we can
offer publicity and
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recommendations - and the
knowledge that they are helping
to preserve one of Leicester’s
most interesting Victorian
buildings.
What we need is for you to put
your thinking caps on, soon,
and come up with prizes that
you think you have a good
chance of delivering through
personal or professional
contacts.
Please help, we don’t often get
good responses to general
appeals of this kind but this one
is important so the Society will
be very grateful if
you can think of
something and help
us follow through on
it.
Many thanks
Harry Perry
PS A big thank you to Julian
Baggini for donating a selection
of his books to raise funds for the
appeal.

A midsummer day’s dream for you!
A Summer Solstice Walk will take place from
10am on Sunday 23rd June – the
closest Sunday to Midsummer Day.
It will be a 4.5 mile circular walk,
starting and ending at Newtown
Linford. It will last around two-and-ahalf hours, including breaks, and I
shall be leading it.
Newtown Linford is around 7 miles
from the centre of Leicester. It is reached by
driving north on the A50. Shortly after the A50
crosses the A46, the second turning on the right is
Newtown Linford Lane.
If you arrive early, you can park at the start of a
road signposted Markfield (A50) (M1), which is off
Newtown Linford Main Street, at the north end of
the village. That is where the walk starts.
Otherwise you can park in Main Street.
The walk will be mainly through woodland. There
are several stiles and a few climbs. There will be a

little walking on roads with pavements.
What to wear: walking boots are ideal,
though stout trainers would be
adequate (have a second pair of
footwear with you); a warm and
waterproof coat; a sweater and
headgear to suit the weather. What to
bring: hot and/or cold drinks;
something to nibble, say biscuits or a
banana, carried in a small rucsac.
After the walk, there is a choice of eateries in
Newtown Linford: three restaurants and a pub.
The walk will not interfere with the Secular Hall
evening meeting – it will be over long before then.
Any queries email me, terrylee74@talktalk.net, or
phone 01509 767317. It would be
useful for me to know beforehand if you
plan to go on the walk so we don’t leave
without you.
Terry Larkin

City of Sanctuary

Humanity

Hello
This week’s Appealing 4 list is:
A small carpet or floor mats
Bedding for a single bed
An iron
A laptop
If you can offer any of the items or a
donation please email or phone me.
Thank you
Valentine Nguhi
Appealing 4 Co-ordinator
Leicester City of Sanctuary
0116 262 6222 or 07716 073403
leicestercityofsanctuary@gmail.com
Leicester@cityofsanctuary.org

It’s been a busy month. Most important for me has been
the continuing build up of awareness of the need to do
something about religious education in schools. Three
weeks ago I attended the AGM of the National
Association of Standing Advisory Councils on Religious
Education (NASACRE) as the delegate from Leicester
SACRE.
The official report of the meeting (http://bit.ly/12ABBG4)
begins: ‘In the 20 years since NASACRE was established,
SACREs have had to face many challenges. Perhaps none
have been as acute as those facing RE and SACREs now.’
No one reading the principal speeches (http://bit.ly/14Ofy9l,
http://bit.ly/14OfZjV) can doubt this assessment. When Mark
Chater, one of the two principal speakers, asked ‘How many
would design the present SACRE system?’ and prodded with
‘Let’s have a show of hands’, only four hands were raised from
an audience of 80.
There is increasing realisation that change is needed – we
have an opportunity. But on both this and on faith schools we
need political action as well as discussion, and there is notable
reluctance on the part of politicians to engage with issues to
do with religion. Regrettably the programme of the Campaign
I am aiming to put the more
for State Education (http://bit.ly/11XR3o7) launched yesterday
important of the talks we have at evening in the Grand Committee Room of the House of
Secular Hall on line so that those Commons has no mention of religion. It was left to myself and
one other speaker to put this to the meeting.
who have not been able to make
the meetings will still be able to
It is welcome that the Accord Alliance (http://
discover what was said. So far it’s accordcoalition.org.uk/) just opened the national campaign for
Anne Marie Waters on the reality of Fair Admissions, and it is reassuring that Ted Cantle is giving
the subordinate position of women in this his influential support. I hope that we will soon see a local
group.
British Muslim communities and
Salim Lamrani on the economic war Direct contact with schools and students at local level is
important and is developing. Harry Perry, Eleanor
against Cuba: vimeo.com/
Davidson and I have just completed four sessions
user18016587/videos (or go to
over two days on panels at City of Leicester College
vimeo.com and search for Leicester
responding to young people’s questions.
Secular Society).
Allan Hayes

LSS talks on line

Frank Friedmann
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Less than
complementary

BUPA, which no longer covers
homeopathy) on their
recommendations. Which surely
form more reliable basis for medical
policy than the acceptance of ‘many
reflective and well-informed
European/continental
friends’ (Bobba Cass, No. 50, April,
p. 2), an ‘appeal to bandwagon’ that
means ... a lot of people buy it. (I
understand there are many
reflective and well-informed
Catholics on the Continent also; but
again, that’s another argument.)
Perhaps it is due to such popularity
that the government chooses to
ignore its own advisers and the
recommendations of the House of
Commons Science and Technology
Committee, on which now sits one
David Tredinnick, MP for Bosworth
and espouser of some quite batty
beliefs. This Leicestershire
member’s CAM (Complementary
and Alternative Medicine) interests
include endorsement of the
provision of homeopathy on the
NHS, with the sympathy of the
current Health Secretary. In
response to Orwellian lobbying by
Prince Charles’s former Foundation
for Integrated Medicine charity, the
Department of Health previously
removed from the ‘NHS Choices’
website public information critical
of homeopathy’s evidential
deficiency.
But whilst homeopathy provides
prima facie evidence of
pseudoscience, it is, as I tried to
extrapolate in my last piece (No. 49,
March, p. 6) only one sector of a
large pie. CAM is big business,
running into £billions. As of the end
of 2009, the UK’s ‘over-the-counter’

spend on complementary medicines
was £213 million, having increased
some 18% in the previous two years
and outperforming the rest of the
over-the-counter and healthcare
market. And the trend continues:
between 2011 and 2016, CAM sales
are forecast to grow by 60%. Such
expenditure on products lacking
evidential efficacy. Yes, people
have the right to spend their own
money on their own choices. But
why are we being so collectively
duped?
One significant statistic I find most
alarming about ‘Big Pharma’ is that
it spends twice as much on
marketing as it does on research. I
don’t know the proportion expended
by the CAM industry, but we can be
pretty sure it is hardly likely to miss
a trick. The language is key:
‘alternative’ becomes
‘complementary’ becomes
‘integrated’. Ancient ‘wisdom’ is
combined with pseudo-philosophy to
appeal to the spiritual, wrapped up
with modern scientific terminology
to give an illusion of authenticity.
Backed up by the ‘glamour’ of
attention-seeking celebrities who
promote it. Its growth is insidious.
The CAM wedge is firmly embedded
beyond the thin end: one in three
use it; an inordinate proportion of
our scientifically, medically trained
GPs either provide or refer to it.
I’m not quite sure what this says
about our science education that
engenders such postmodernist
flouting of an evidencebased approach to
medicine.
Lee Turnpenny

totally Stalinist.
But is it still preferable to the aims
of the rebels who want to take
The only person on the left who everyone back 1500 years? At the
wouldn’t have had a problem
moment I still feel it is.
analysing the situation (who
would have written three books There is also the old adage, my
enemy’s enemy is my friend, and so
on it by now) is Leon Trotsky,
for those of us who are supporters
but we don’t have a Trotsky
of PSC (Palestine Solidarity
anywhere any more.
Campaign) we may have feelings, if
Those of us who were YCL (Young
not of solidarity, then at least of
Communist League) or similar 50
admiration for Hezbollah, for their
years ago, and gave uncritical
resistance to Israel, and for
support to the Soviet Union, i.e.
stopping and defeating the Israeli
Stalinism, before we discovered
invasion of Lebanon, so when we
what went on behind the scenes
see them fighting in Syria we want
and moved possibly to Trotskyism, them to succeed.
anarchism or another brand of
When William Hague wants to arm
socialism, are more wary of giving
the rebels, my instincts tell me to
uncritical support to any
go the other way! Remember the
governments these days.
British government response to
Ba’athism seems to be a byword for American supporters of a united
Stalinism, as its ideology, tactics
Ireland, when they thought they
and response to its citizens appear

were sending arms to the IRA while
our government assassinated and
tortured Irish Republicans, for
which they were condemned in the
European court?
Hague and Co. are the worst of
hypocrites!
It is still a fluid and terrible war in
Syria, but sending more weapons
may just be pouring oil on troubled
waters.
Maybe the lack of views so far is
because we all share these doubts
and confusions: confusions that
stop us having as clear an analysis
as we may have expressed in
relation to other conflicts over the
past 50 years.
I think I will try and find
the possible answers by
trawling through some
more Trotsky!
Lyn Hurst

I again appreciated Dave Ray’s
informative blast at ‘Big
Pharma’ (Leicester Secularist No.
50, April, p. 12) – right with you!
However, my own arguments were
not specifically ‘a fuss about the
NHS wasting money on
homeopathy’. As I acknowledged
in my original article (also)
criticising the advertising of it (No.
47, January, p. 8), the NHS’s 65year support for homeopathy is on
the wane. Though not immaterial –
£4-12 million a year (according to
the British Homeopathic
Association, but which does like to
big itself up some) awarded to
strapped academics could fund
several research groups to work on
important biomedical problems;
£150,000 (which likely just refers to
the prescription bill) would support
an individual research fellow for
three years – this is indeed
comparatively small beer. As, I
guess, is the salary-ing of NHS
chaplains. (And so is the cost to the
public of the Royal Family, but
that’s another argument.)

Still, the recently retired
Government Chief Scientific
Adviser, Professor Sir John
Beddington, describes homeopathy
as ‘mad’; his successor, Professor
Dame Sally Davies, as ‘rubbish’.
Appeal to authority? No, quoting
experts appointed by the
government for the purpose.
Perhaps such agitated, emotive
words reflect their frustration at the
government’s refusal to act (unlike

Why the lack of views over
the situation in Syria?
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Boxing clever - Carl Gunns
On Sunday 9th June the
audience were entertained by
a very personal view of
Leicester’s boxing fraternity,
and the other people, jobs and
views in the life of Carl Gunns,
raconteur, self-confessed
talker, wine-taster, boxing
manager, trainer,
matchmaker, and one-time
publican.
Carl’s knowledge of boxing
is extensive, along with a
very good memory for
names and dates. He owns
an archive and a collection
of boxing memorabilia of
world renown, even being
visited and viewed by
members of the American
Mafia on one occasion!
Carl described Leicester’s
role in the boxing world,
some of its characters and
how in his view it helps
youngsters by channelling
them away from possible
trouble and strife into a
more focused and positive frame
of mind.
Carl has his own gym, which is
not a boxing club, but where he
trains boys and girls, and while
he concedes boxing can be
dangerous he is sure it can be
run safely, where the benefits
outnumber the risks. In his own
gym there is no punching to the
face.
When asked about safety changes
to the rules, he said he wasn’t
surprised that the ABA (Amateur
Boxing Association) in the 1970s,

Skatz blows his
own trumpet …
Hello to everyone who has had
some contact with me on my
inspiring journey to collect
stories from the big cultural
melting pot that is Leicester.
I would like to invite you all to
come and see the performances,
in which I will be using my full
range of music, comedy and
acting skills learned here to
inspire all of you in return.
It’s a truly wonderful show, and
you’ll have to take my word for it
as I blow my own trumpet at this
stage because no one’s reviewed

wars.
He relayed how he read about the
Mafia in his study of boxing
history, because of the role it
played in corruption in the 1950s,
and although he had met some
unsavoury people in boxing
management himself, he didn’t
think they were typical of the
whole.
Carl described meeting
Muhammad Ali, but
thought Rocky Marciano
was the ultimate all-time
boxer. He interviewed
Brian London whom he
considered more
interesting than Henry
Cooper.
Carl began his career in
boxing as a matchmaker for
Highfields AB club in 1972,
before becoming a
professional manager for
Tony Sibson. He talked
about other Leicester
boxers like Alex Barrow,
and Rocky Campbell who
good the young women boxers
walked about Leicester with a
are in his own gym. He clearly
lamb on a lead!
supports equality in boxing.
Only stopping the talk to ask if
Carl had a wider history that
we were okay with it and did we
amused and interested the
have any questions, he admitted
audience, from working at Fox’s
he would talk endlessly if
Mints to Evans Lifts, being the
allowed. It was this honesty of
wine adviser for Marks &
delivery that intrigued and
Spencer and being a pub landlord entertained. It seems
that led to a dinner with
we all enjoyed and
aristocracy even though he is an appreciated his
admirer of Oliver Cromwell, and relaxed style that left
prefers Oliver to royalty. He
us wanting more.
doesn’t follow any religion,
seeing it as the cause of so many Lyn Hurst
when boxing was receiving a lot
of criticism and even calls for its
abolition, quickly adapted by
bringing in head-guards to
safeguard its own existence.
He is surprised at how fast
women boxers have gained
success and the skills as
displayed at the Olympics,
describing with enthusiasm how

it yet. The songs are catchy and
fun with lots of depth and lots of
styles, something for everyone,
and you’ll get to take part (or just
watch and listen) as I write one
with you all live on stage.
Here’s the full info below, but for
now, all you need to know is that
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS
THIS!!! It’s about you, for you,
with you and at you. It’s my swan
song to Leicester before I move
abroad, and I’m pulling out all the
stops.
See you there, and PLEASE
FORWARD THIS TO YOUR
NETWORK AND FRIENDS.
Father Used To Say
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Embrace Arts
3rd July, Embrace Arts at Richard
Attenborough Centre, 1–3pm
4th July, Embrace Arts at Richard
Attenborough Centre, 7.30–
9.30pm
5th July, Embrace Arts at Richard
Attenborough Centre, 7.30–
9.30pm
Tickets from www.skiddle.com
Get them now while you’re
thinking about it, and before they
run out.
Full info at
www.fatherusedtosay.com
Skatz Scattergood

Gay rights becoming key battlefield
High levels of intolerance
towards LGBT people in
Europe and Africa are shown
in two separate surveys
released last month (May).
Details of the findings are
contained in the June issue of The
Pink Humanist, the quarterly
online magazine, published by
the UK gay charity, the Pink
Triangle Trust, on the Pink
Humanist blog.
Packed with news and analyses
from around the globe, the latest
issue examines the Boy Scouts of
America’s recent illogical
decision to allow gay youngsters,
but not adults, to be active
members of the organisation; and
it carries a piece about an
incidence of homophobia on the
Isle of Man that badly backfired
on a fundamentalist Christian

pastor.
But there’s good news from
Moldova, where gay rights
activists last month applauded
the fact that young people are
becoming far more tolerant
towards the LGBT community
there.
The momentous vote in the UK
Parliament to approve same-sex
marriage prompted human rights
campaigner Peter Tatchell to
provide a report about the ofttimes acrimonious debate, one
that he claims unleashed waves
of homophobia not seen in Britain
for many years.
The magazine also carries a
timely article about the efforts of
Nigerian human rights
campaigner Leo Igwe to boost
levels of humanism, atheism and
scepticism in his country.

Overheard in the tea room by our
correspondent from Austerity Times
(unrecorded)
DC: Thank you for your statement to the House this
week, Bill.
WH: My pleasure, Dave. It was a little
uncomfortable, I have to say. Obarmy isn’t helping
much.
DC: Quite. As you know, there’s not a lot we can do
about that. It’s important we preserve our ‘special
relationship’ in the eyes of the world.
WH: Yes. And remind the country that we’re doing
everything in our legal power to combat extremism
and terrorism.
DC: Yes. I think you phrased it very well. Though I
wonder whether the interview reference to
protecting people from being blown up was a tad
over-graphic.
WH: Yes, sorry about that. But it is a bit difficult
when the only argument we can fall back on is the
‘nothing to hide, nothing to fear’ line. I feel we’re
straw-clutching there, somewhat.
DC: Yes, well, perhaps a little bit of fear is good for
cohesion. And it provides distraction from the
economy, which is no bad thing. – Looks at watch –
Where the bloody hell is George?
WH: That and the Royal Family. We’ve been lucky
to have the jubilees and anniversaries ...
DC: Yes, there is that. Actually fulfilling its role
quite nicely, when we look at it like that. Except for
bloody HRH badmouthing us. Why can he not learn
to keep his mouth shut?
WH: Is he still complaining about the succession
changes?
DC: And then some. Apparently he’s ‘fed up with
politicians’ and ‘in a foul mood’. I don’t get it. He

Given its shocking decision this
week to pass anti-gay legislation
– a move driven largely by
religious zealots – there has
never been a more important
time to counterattack
the forces of
irrationalism that
currently has Nigeria
in its grip.
George Broadhead (not
Broadhurst as stated in last
month’s edition)
Since George submitted this
blurb for The Pink Humanist
there has been a further
backward step for gays in
Russia with the Duma voting
100% to ban ‘pro-gay
propaganda’.
www.gayapolis.com/news/
artdisplay-issues.php?tid=24039

has a male heir, so it’s not going to affect him. He’s
as big a pain in the neck as Boris. He’ll be promoting
his causes in The Beano next!
WH: – Laughing – Well, word has it that he is now
also pissed off with the Advertising Standards
Authority.
DC: Oh? Why’s that?
WH: His pet hospital is having its collar felt. It’s
been making overreaching claims for its
acupuncture, and is going to have to tone them
down.
DC: Hmm, no, he won’t like that. You would have
thought we’d have pacified him enough on that kind
of thing. He has that nut Tredinnick on the Science
and Technology Committee now. We’ve appointed
Jeremy to Health. Plus he has Sayeeda fawning him
up as ‘Defender of Faith’. I mean, what more can we
do? There’s just no pleasing the man.
WH: Precisely. But he’s thick with the guy who runs
that hospital. And so is his mother. So I don’t think
that’s something we can comment on publicly. Just
stick to the ‘maintaining patient choice’ line.
DC: Yes, I think you’re right. Thanks, Bill. The
illusion of choice comes in handy. We need to stay
mindful of that. Particularly as our hands are tied on
the tax thing.
WH: Yes. And occasionally keeping people mindful
of the possibility of being blown up does also serve a
purpose. Including keeping the backbenchers on our
side when Nick is being awkward.
DC: Yes, I think you have a point there. We’ve got
Labour snookered on surveillance, so Nick needs
reminding that if he wants to be Liberal
on that, he’s going to have to go it alone.
WH: Quite.
Lee Turnpenny
www.leeturnpenny.com
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superiority and they are in a state newspaper and magazines.
of subjection.
Dhimmis are not allowed to
Nobody bothers to investigate or Speaking of dehumanising:
congregate in the streets during
care about us.’ El-Gohary, 56,
Just an example of restrictions on their religious festivals; rather,
has been attacked in the street,
each must quietly make his way
Dhimmis (those of the book –
spat at and knocked down in his
to his church or temple.
Christians and Jews) in Islamic
effort to win the right to officially
Dhimmis are not allowed to join
states (Source)
convert. He said he and his 14the army unless there is
‘Dhimmis
[non-Muslims
living
in
year-old daughter continue to
indispensable need for them in
a
Muslim
conquered
state]
are
receive death threats by text
which case they are not allowed
not
allowed
to
build
new
message and phone call. (Source)
to assume leadership positions
churches, temples, or
Homosexuals:
synagogues. They are allowed to but are considered mercenaries.’
al-Tirmidhi, Sunan 1:152 –
renovate old churches or houses Women:
Muhammad said ‘Whoever is
of worship provided they do not
Qur’an 4:34
found conducting himself in the
allow to add any new
‘Men have authority over women
manner of the people of Lot, kill
construction. ‘Old churches’ are
because God has made the one
the doer and the receiver.’
those which existed prior to
superior to the other, and
Islamic conquests and are
Speaking of dehumanising:
because they spend their wealth
included in a peace accord by
Citing the Qur’an, Javadi-Amoli
to maintain them. Good women
said politicians who pass laws in Muslims. Construction of any
are obedient. They guard their
favour of homosexuals are
unseen parts because God
lower than animals. ‘Even
‘I know humanist Muslims that has guarded them. As for
animals … dogs and pigs
condemn the verses above. But those from whom you fear
don’t engage in this
disobedience, admonish
the rights we give apostates,
disgusting act
them and forsake them in
unbelievers, homosexuals and beds apart, and beat them.’
[homosexuality] but yet they
[Western politicians] pass
women are not because of Islam. Sura 2:223 – Your women
laws in favour of them in
are your fields, so go into
It is in spite of Islam.’
their parliaments.’ (Source)
your fields whichever way
Unbelievers:
you like.
church, temple or synagogue in
Sura 9:29
the Arab Peninsula (Saudi Arabia) Speaking of dehumanising:
YUSUF ALI: Fight those who
is prohibited. It is the land of the ‘The passage of a law in
believe not in Allah nor the Last
Prophet and only Islam should
Afghanistan asking Muslim
Day, nor hold that forbidden
prevail there. Yet Muslims, if
women to unconditionally submit
which hath been forbidden by
they wish, are permitted to
to the sexual whims of their
Allah and His Messenger, nor
demolish all non-Muslim houses
husbands once in four days is a
acknowledge the religion of
of worship in any land they
shocking piece of legislation that
Truth, (even if they are) of the
conquer.
seeks to dehumanise women
People of the Book, until they pay
Dhimmis are not allowed to pray reducing them to mere chattels
the Jizya [tax on non-Muslims]
or read their sacred books out
devoid of human rights.’ (Source)
with willing submission, and feel
loud at home or in churches, lest My secularism means no Muslim
themselves subdued.
Muslims hear their prayers.
should be threatened or denied
PICKTHAL: Fight against such of
Dhimmis are not allowed to print their rights and must be treated
those who have been given the
their religious books or sell them equally as a citizen. An issue that
Scripture as believe not in Allah
in public places and markets.
I want Hasan to go further on is
nor the Last Day, and forbid not
They are allowed to publish and
promoting acceptance and equal
that which Allah hath forbidden
sell them among their own
rights for gay Muslims. I know
by His messenger, and follow not
people, in their churches and
humanist Muslims that condemn
the Religion of Truth, until they
temples.
the verses above.
pay the tribute readily, being
But the rights we
Dhimmis are not allowed to
brought low.
give apostates,
install the cross on their houses
SHAKIR: Fight those who do not
or churches since it is a symbol of unbelievers,
believe in Allah, nor in the latter
homosexuals and
infidelity.
day, nor do they prohibit what
women are not
Dhimmis are not permitted to
Allah and His Messenger have
because of Islam.
prohibited, nor follow the religion broadcast or display their
It is in spite of Islam.’
ceremonial religious rituals on
of truth, out of those who have
radio or television or to use the
John Sargeant
been given the Book, until they
media
or
to
publish
any
picture
of
pay the tax in acknowledgment of
Homo economicus Weblog
their religious ceremonies in
(continued from previous page)

What do you think?
All readers, of all beliefs, are invited to submit their views on the questions raised by Suleman Nagdi and John
Sargeant. Where is the truth, and what is the best future strategy for intercultural harmony in Leicester?
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Salvation from the Holy Roman Euro
Notwithstanding the ongoing
efforts of certain misguided
European politicians
(including a rather well known
female leader born on the
other side of the Iron Sheet)
to sneak in, without a
referendum (note to Cameron
and chums), at least a passing
reference to mysticism in the
treaties of the European
peoples, the European Union
remains firmly secular.
The Euro was created as an ecurrency on 1st January 1999. It
was such a big hit with those
banking boys of our post-Thatcher
world that it rapidly increased in
value against the USD. However,
the bubble soon burst as all the
spivvy speculators cashed in their
chips towards the end of the same
year (anything new in the banking
world?).
The physical coins and notes of the
Euro were introduced into
circulation on 1st January 2002
with widespread jubilation
amongst the peoples of Europe
from the Tagus to Trieste and even
east to Thrace (there were of
course some insulars who were
party poopers).
Anyone who has travelled the
depth and breadth of continental
Europe will have noticed the
novelty of paying for their
espresso in Espanha with Estonian
Euros. Intra-European
nationalism has been reduced to
slogans and logos on the coinage.
Such a quaint collective folk
custom.
But did you know …
Under the bilateral treaty between
the European Union and the

Vatican City State (which replaced
a previous, unratified, treaty
between Italy and the Vatican)
implemented 1st January 2010
(why this absolutely secular date
and not, say, 25th December, or
another of the multitude of saints’
days is beyond my powers of
stargazing), the Holy See of the
Catholic Church was authorised to
issue Euro coinage as if a bona
fide, de jure, fully fledged, cardcarrying member of this Great
Community of Europe called the
European Union.

renegotiation of the Monetary
Agreement with the Vatican City
State; OJ L321 of 08/12/2009, p.
36.
At last I have seen the light and it
is not the Angel Merkel – it is the
glint of the coinage of the Holy
Roman Catholic Church. The poor
and downtrodden Southern
spendthrifts have salvation at
hand. The Almighty Church of
Rome will indubitably harness all
its connections, temporal and
spiritual, to save our souls and
bank accounts. The day of
reckoning is surely to hand when
the markets will bow down before
the might of right knowing that
the Euro is now backed by St
Peter and his pals. Papa John Paul
II assured us that the miracle of
Fatima had saved him from the
assassin’s bullet. Surely a little
heavenly intervention in the usury
imposed on Portugal cannot be far
off now that Father Francisco is
head honcho?
Personally, as someone who has
not the wisdom of the Holy Ghosts
of the Vatican Bank, the mastery
of the Financial Wizards of
Brussels, or the powers of the
Prophets of the City of London, I
propose a secular boycott of this
debased Catholic coinage with its
religious connotations. Look out
for these vile Vatican coins. Drive
the Holy Roman usurpers from the
portals of the ECB
back to their own
transpontine temples
and smite them
down with their own
fool’s gold!

Surely my brothers and my sisters
this is a thing of great Joy. All of
us whose genes have survived and
procreated in spite of the
slaughter of warfare that washed
across this Europe of ours in
centuries past, and in spite of the
availability of condoms and other
sinful emanations of science, we
need to praise the omniscience of
those permitting this wondrous
thing called Council Decision of 26
November 2009 on the position to Mark Lucas ©
be taken by the European
Community regarding the

European Humanist Youth Days
Dear Humanist, Atheist, Freethinker
From the second till the fifth of August we will host
the first European Humanist Youth Days in
Brussels. A great opportunity for the youth to
share some ideas, to congregate, to listen to
experts like Sophie In't Veld, Matthew Taylor,
Aubrey De Grey ... and to enjoy some culture in
Brussels. Please support the youth to join this
event, let us build a strong network in Europe and
share this event with as many people who would be
interested to join.
Let us make an Atheist and Humanistic world, starting
with a strong signal at Brussels/Europe!
See www.ehyd.eu or https://www.facebook.com/
events/193001810848582/?fref=ts
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Cuba:
US will not accept the island’s independence
The editor of the Los Angeles
Times recently told his
readers that the reason the
United States will not end its
economic blockade of the
Caribbean island of Cuba is
that ten minutes after it does
so, the American public will
find out that their presidents
from Eisenhower onwards
have been lying to them for
over fifty years.
This was one of the
revelations made by
Professor Salim Lamrani,
when he addressed a 40strong joint meeting of
Leicester Secular Society
and the Leicester Cuba
Solidarity Campaign on
26th May. Salim Lamrani
is a professor of Spanish
and Latin American
studies at the University
of Paris-Sorbonne and an
associate professor at the
University of la Réunion.
He is considered an
authority on US–Cuban
relations and his visit to
Leicester was part of a
UK tour to promote his
latest book, The Economic
War against Cuba.*
The revolution of 1959
that saw US colonialism
expelled from Cuba has led to
successive presidents (with the
notable exception of Jimmy
Carter) tightening Eisenhower’s
economic sanctions against the
island state. Professor Lamrani
explained that although the
rhetoric had been modified over
the years, the US mentality still
refused to accept Cuba’s right to
exist as an independent state.
When the Berlin Wall came down
and the USSR disintegrated in
the 1990s, all expectations were
that the sanctions would be
weakened or ended completely,
but instead they were intensified.
In unprecedented pan-national
legislation retrospectively
applied, President Clinton gave
the US the power to take
economic action against any
nation that trades with Cuba.

Professor Lamrani gave the
example of a Swiss bank fined a
six-figure sum by the US
Treasury for processing a Cuban
transaction in US dollars. He
said that even nations who may
be most sympathetically disposed
towards the small nation state of
Cuba had to consider that the US
still constituted the biggest
market in the world and needed
to look after their self-interests.

But the presidency of George W
Bush had taken the seeming
obsession to crush Cuba even
further. Legislation restricted
Cubans living in the US from
visiting their homeland more than
14 days in any three years and
further restricted them to
sending no more than 100 dollars
a month to a very narrowly
defined ‘direct family member’ on
the island. Bush’s legislation also
made it an offence for a US
citizen to use a product with any
Cuban components within it or
for a US company to sell a
product to a Cuban.
Just as I was beginning to think
that US spite against its
neighbour knew no bounds,
Professor Lamrani revealed that
public opinion in America is
changing with 76 per cent of the
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population now saying they
wanted normal relations with
Cuba. On 21 occasions the US
sanctions have been declared
illegal by the United Nations; at
the last vote 188 countries voted
against with only the US, Israel
and the tiny state of Palau in
favour.
During the general discussion,
Professor Lamrani said that in
spite of Obama’s fine speeches on
Cuba, his lack of political
will had not improved
relations and the travesty
of the US still occupying
Guantanamo continued.
Professor Lamrani also
gave what was to me a
very interesting potted
history of why the US
refused to see Cuba as an
independent state and
quoted that at the
beginning of the
nineteenth century, one
US spokesman had even
referred to Cuba as being
part of the union.
A refreshing aspect of the
whole evening was that
Professor Lamrani was no
apologist for mistakes
made by the Cuban
government. For
instance, he agreed with
some in his audience that a
failure of the Cuban revolution
had been in its agricultural
policy, although he pointed out
that when the USSR existed it
made more economic sense to
buy food in rather than have
domestic production.
Nevertheless, Salim Lamrani
clearly believes in the revolution
and who can blame him when
after over 50 years of illegal
blockade, Cuba has a health and
educational system that is the
envy of the world and certainly is
in advance of what many poor
black and Hispanic US
citizens can expect
from their
government.
Tony Church
* New York, Monthly
Review Press

Much ado about Shakespeare
Malcolm Elliott was surprised
that as many as two dozen
members and guests turned
up to hear his case against
Shakespeare on Sunday
2nd June. I’m glad I was
among them because
being a dyed-in-the-wool
non-fiction reader I
learned a great deal from
it. I’d been vaguely aware
of the dispute, of course,
but never thought it
demanded my attention
and, truth be told, I
haven’t reordered my
priorities since.
Essentially, the case being
argued was that William
Shakespeare was a hired hand
who allowed his name to be
used as the author of
Christopher Marlowe’s works
so that Marlowe could
continue his spying activities
on behalf of the government
without attracting attention to
himself. The performance of
several Shakespearian works
after Marlowe was killed on
30th May 1593 requires the
conspiracy theory to incorporate
that death as being faked, with
Marlowe being spirited away to the
Continent to continue his spying,
and writing.
Malcolm called forth a great deal of
circumstantial evidence to back his
argument, much as a 9/11
conspiracy theorist does today,
thriving on the ambiguities and
uncertainties of records and
received history. The two most
impressive arguments were (1)
word analysis that apparently
demonstrates that known Marlowe
works are virtually identical in
structure to those of Shakespeare,
and (2) the verse certainly
authored by Shakespeare and
engraved above his tomb which is

very much on the lines of a bit of
my own humble poetry rather than
that of our renowned English
genius. Would Shakespeare have
written such a puerile verse for his

Annual Charles Bradlaugh
commemoration

like-minded individuals.
Members of LSS are invited to
then join them on their coach
when they leave Secular Hall at
1.30pm for Northampton.
Tributes will be paid at
Bradlaugh’s statue at 3pm, and
then we’ll all have tea.
Hopefully, they will attend our
evening event* before heading
back to London. Please advise if
you’d like a place saving on the
coach. It’ll be great if as many

Fellow secularists from The
Conway Hall Ethical Society in
London are visiting Secular
Hall on 29th September on
their way to Northampton for
the annual Charles Bradlaugh
commemoration.
They’ll be arriving in Leicester at
11.30am, and are looking forward
to a tour of the Hall and meeting

own grave if he were capable of so
much better for money?
‘Good friend for Jesus sake
forbeare,
To digg the dust encloased
heare.
Blest be ye man yt [that]
spares thes stones,
And cursed be he yt [that]
moves my bones’
As regards point 1, I would like to
see the primary sources of the
research; as regards point 2, it is
hardly conclusive. But Malcolm’s
argument is like the ‘ten leaky
buckets’ that each appear reliable
for a while but don’t hold water for
very long.
Much of the rest – especially
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Malcolm’s claims that Shakespeare
just did not have the worldly
experience or education to produce
the works ascribed to him – is
given a good pasting by Lyn Hurst
in his response to the talk (next
page). And I have to say that
like 9/11, it would be amazing
if true that so many people who
must have been ‘in the know’
about the true authorship and
faked death chose to keep quiet
at the time.
The uncertainties of received
historical knowledge were
touched on by Malcolm in
respect of the Jesus story, on
which we also had a talk in
May, and it made me think of
uncertain bits of ‘historical
knowledge’ we have in the
Society, like the undocumented
reasons why the Society funded
the Leicester Rationalist Trust
to buy Secular Hall in 1927
rather than buying it for itself.
There is a story that explains
this but is it true, and where’s
the evidence? I’m also
painfully aware that events in
my own family history are
reported on quite differently by
different members of it and that my
daughter sometimes amazes me
with her version of past events!
Each day in the courts similar
conflicts of opinion and perception
are played out. It is in the gaps in
the historical record that
conspiracy theories thrive but this
does not make them credible.
In these circumstances we are
driven back to the balance of
probabilities, and on this basis I
have to say that were I on the jury I
would consider
Malcolm’s Marlovian
theory outweighed by
the official version.
Harry Perry

people as possible turn up to give
them a welcome.
Please contact
chair@leicestersecularsociety.org.
uk to book a place.
Eleanor Davidson
*Evening event: Riaz
Khan, Memoirs of an
Asian Football Casual.
Jointly sponsored by
Everybody’s Reading /
Leicester Secular
Society / TUC.

Of polyamory,
polygamy,
monogamy and
monotony

relationships. Presumably they
have not involved a contract of
marriage, so monogamy would
not enter into it.
Grant comments that ‘traditional
polygamy does seem suffused
with religiously supported
patriarchy’. Indeed! A Muslim
Grant Denkinson seems to
man can have four wives, but a
have coined a useful word in
Muslim woman cannot have four
his feature headlined
husbands. (Why did Mohammed
Polyamory: consensual,
settle on four – why not 10 or
ethical and responsible non50?)
monogamy in the May
Secularist.
As for people behaving
Polyamory does not appear in my monogamously, this was
peremptorily dismissed by Oscar
Oxford Dictionary. Polygamy –
Wilde: ‘In married life three is
the state of a man having more
than one wife at the same time – company and two none.’ Another
wit said the word should not be
does. So does polyandry – the
monogamy, but monotony.
state of a woman having more
than one husband.
The concept of the nuclear family
referred to by Grant, consisting
The headline is presumably an
of a father, a mother and 2.4 or
entry and definition from the
Denkinson Dictionary. Grant also 1.8 (whatever the figure now is)
children and regarded as the
refers to ‘multiple loving and
basis of the community, was
intimate relationships’.
He writes of being in ‘openly non- rubbished by Aldous Huxley in
his great philosophical novel
monogamous relationships’.
Island.
Given that people incline to be
jealous and proprietorial, he has Huxley regarded the family as
‘tyrannical’. He advocated
been fortunate in finding people
mutual adoption clubs which
willing to enter into such

allowed children to escape their
natural parents and seek relief by
going to live with other families
for a while.
George Bernard Shaw was even
more scathing: ‘Home life as we
understand it is no more natural
to us than a cage is natural to a
cockatoo.’
Many monogamous relationships
endure ‘till death do us part’
because the partners always feel
the same for each other that they
did on the day they took their
vows.
Others endure because they
become a habit, one or both
partners wanting to end them,
but not having the courage,
energy or imagination to do so.
Incidentally, I was struck by the
illustration supporting Grant’s
feature – an infinity of
love? Is this a
recognised badge
that I don’t know, or
something from a
dream of Grant or the
Editor?*
Terry Larkin
[* Image was taken from the
Wikipedia entry - Ed.]

All Our Stories trip to Leek
As part of the All Our
Stories project, we
committed to four events
during the year: the
anniversary event which
took place in March, a trip
to Leek, an exhibition on
Heritage Open Day in
September and a
celebration in November at
the end of the project.
We are now in the process of
organising a guided tour of
Leek, the home of Larner
Sugden, the architect of Secular Hall. Leek is an
attractive market town with several Sugden
buildings and associations with William Morris,
who lived and worked there for a few years in the
1870s.
We are fortunate that Dr Chris Wakeling, who is an
expert on Larner Sugden, has agreed to
accompany us during the day. A few years ago he
gave a memorable Open Day lecture, as many
members will be aware, and he is exceptionally
interesting and informative.
Chris is working out the itinerary but we anticipate
that in the morning we will visit the Nicholson
Institute, Sugden’s House and the Quaker Meeting

House which was leased to
the ‘William Morris Labour
Church’ around the beginning
of the twentieth century.
After lunch, the coach will
take us to some places of
interest a little further afield.
The trip will take place on
Wednesday 17th July and will
cost £15. Chris will be paid
from project funds.
Further details will be
available later but it is
anticipated that the coach will
leave the Hall at 8.30am and arrive back by 6pm.
Because of the nature of the day, numbers have to
be limited to 20 so please respond quickly if you
are interested.
Chris has offered to write up the tour, so it will be
easy for us to organise a further trip if there is the
demand or for individuals to use if they wish to go
independently.
To reserve a place please contact
Mikeburden2001@yahoo.co.uk or
leave a message on 0116 270 3335.
First come first served.
Gillian Lighton
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The Universal church
Higgs Boson went into a Catholic church and sat
on the altar by the wafers and wine.
‘Hey! You can’t do that’, said the priest, ‘you’re
not even baptised!’ ‘It’s your call’, said Higgs B,
‘but remember, without me you can’t have mass!’

There will be no Secularist in July so the copy
deadline for the next edition is 12 noon on
Thursday 8th August 2013.
We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems,
news, cartoons, book reviews, etc. Please send
via the Hall or email to Harry at the address in
the box adjacent.
Include photos or illustrations where you have
them. Please aim for 700 words. Longer articles
may be accepted where appropriate but please
ensure they are submitted well ahead of the
deadline (and the same goes for handwritten
items that might need a lot of typing up).
The subsequent copy deadline looks like being
Thursday 5th September 2013.
Thanks
Harry Perry, Editor; Jill Perry, Subeditor

Report of LSS Board meeting, 26th May 2013
• One new member approved.
• AH wants to stand down as Events Coordinator
once the autumn programme is sorted.
Volunteer needed to pick up the job of ‘filling
slots’ asap. Guidance now in place from the
Outreach discussions.
• TL organising another walk for 23rd June.
• Revised job descriptions approved.
• Concern that a significant number of members
have yet to donate to the mini mod fund.
• No offer of help yet from the City Council for
the mini mod.
• Consensus that if mini mod fundraising target
not achieved the scheme will have to be cut
down significantly.
• AOS funding and spending discussed. Need for
competitive tendering of large items of spend.
• Political affiliations and endorsements: agreed
we should only affiliate to the NSS and BHA.
• After a couple of requests, endorsement of
pressure group campaigns to be discussed at
next meeting.
• HP reported back from the PAGRE, on which
the main item had been child sex abuse cases.
• Financial reports noted - JC thanked for hard
work.
• Next meeting: 3pm on 30th June.
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