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We are now in a bit of an 
interregnum between inviting 
tenders and receiving them in - 
and awaiting the outcome of a 
major grant application.   

In light of the somewhat 
disappointing response to the 
quite extensive fundraising drive 
we are now counting on a grant 
application to ensure we can see 
the project through as planned.  
We will know the outcome of both 
the grant bid and the tendering 
process before the next edition so 
I am hopeful we will be able to 
report good news on both issues. 

Since the June edition we’ve only 
advanced by another £2,000, 
barely visible on the thermometer.  
Many sincere thanks to those 
who’ve contributed but folks, it’s 
nowhere near enough. 

Clearly it is not too late to donate, 
so if you haven’t already done so, 

or you would like to top up what 
you’ve already given, it would be 
an encouraging fillip for the 
working party and a boost to the 
chances of the project succeeding. 

Please be as generous as you can 
possibly afford.  Send a cheque to 
me (payable to Leicester Secular 
Society) at the Hall address, or 
make a direct bank transfer to 
Unity Trust Bank, Sort Code 08-60
-01, a/c no. 20195380 (ref. 
‘Modernisation’).  You can also 
make a plastic card transfer from 
our website via PayPal at 
SecularHall.org.uk but these 
transfers are subject to a fee to 
PayPal that comes off the 
donation so it’s best to use 
another method.   

Thank you 

Harry Perry 

£40,000 in mid-August 

Mini modernisation project 

I thought we should start a 
new religion as it seems the 
most certain way of being 

showered with money.  
Here’s me as High Priest 

complete with incense 
burner to carry our  
prayers to Heaven.   

(Sorry, no silly hat yet.) 

We are going to need help on 
Monday 16th September.  This is 
the day after Open Day and the 
planned day before the works 
start.   

We must move furniture, tables, 
chairs, the contents of the cupboards 
and some books and boxes of papers 
from the Francis Ridley Room and 
store.  (Not the piano.) 

We need to move crockery and the 
contents of cupboards from the 
kitchen and the FR Room. 

We need to clear the office and 
Green Room of the desk and 
sideboard, along with their contents. 

All of this must be carried up several 
flights of stairs to be stored in 
Rooms 5 and 6 so we need people of 
reasonable fitness. 

We also need cardboard boxes of 
small to medium size in which to put 
things to be carried.  Please bring 
these to the Hall asap. 

If your group owns any of the stuff 
that needs to be moved I would be 
grateful if you would pitch in and 
help on the day (or even 
beforehand). 

Please tell me (contact details on 
back page) what you can help with. 

Harry  

HELP! Practical matters 

Thanks must go to Hamish 
Whiteley this month for kindly 
fabricating four new fretwork 
pelmets to replace those from 
the tops of the mirror units lost 
over the years.  These absences 
have been bugging members for 
years!  He is also fabricating the 
wooden mounts for the new electric 
projection screen to be mounted on 
the back wall.  Thanks Hamish. 

The working party has not yet 
settled on either a colour scheme or 
the specific light fittings.  Ned 
Newitt picked up some ideas on the 
visit to Larner Sugden’s other 
buildings in Leek and these will be 
fed into the mix.  Thanks to Ned too 
for showing contractors around. 

The layout and design of the kitchen 
units will be determined when the 
successful contractor has been 
chosen.  At present the Shaker style 
is favourite - plain, unornamented 
and in keeping with the period. 

In discussions with contractors it is 
evident that numerous decisions on 
detailed design and finishes will crop 
up as the works proceed so one or 
other of the working party will need 
to be on hand right through the 
works period to keep things moving. 

Harry 
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A disappointingly small 
number of people made it to 
the Hall to hear a very 
interesting and thought-
provoking presentation by 
William Baldet, the Prevent 
Coordinator for Leicestershire 
and Rutland, on Sunday 14th 
July. 

Prevent is one of four strands of 
the government’s anti-terrorism 
strategy, and the part of which 
we are probably least aware.  
William began with some 
interesting definitions.  Violent 
Extremism is a belief or cause 
that justifies the use of violence 
to achieve its aims; non-violent 
extremism has the same aims as 
Violent Extremism, but does not 
agree with using violence.  
However, forms of non-violent 
extremism can act as a stepping 
stone in the terrorist recruitment 
process.  Radicalisation is the 
process by which a person comes 
to support violent extremism.  We 
then moved on to consider the 
difference between an act of 
terrorism and hate crime.  
Terrorism is currently defined in 
the 2000 Terrorism Act as ‘an act 
of violence or severe damage to a 
person, property or electronic 
system in an attempt to influence 
a government or international 
organisation, or to intimidate the 
public or a section of the public’.  
A hate crime is a crime carried 
out against a person because of 
hostility towards their race, 
ethnicity, religion, belief, gender, 
sexual orientation, transgender 
identity, or disability.  Thus the 
murder of drummer Lee Rigby in 
Woolwich was seen as an act of 
terrorism because of the 
underlying declared purpose to 
advance a political cause, 
whereas the murder of 
Mohammed Saleem on his way 
home from the mosque in 
Birmingham a few days earlier 
was originally seen as a hate 
crime; however, more recent 
developments have linked this 
incident with several bombs at 
West Midlands mosques and so it 
is now being investigated as an 
act of terrorism. 

The three aims of Prevent are 
sometimes described as the three 
I’s:  Ideology, Individuals and 

Institutions.  So the aim is, first, 
to respond to the ideological 
challenge of terrorism and the 
threat we face from those who 
promote it; secondly, to prevent 

people from being drawn into 
terrorism and ensure they are 
given appropriate advice and 
support; and thirdly, to work with 
sectors and institutions where 
there are risks of radicalisation 
which we need to address.  
William then discussed the range 
of terrorist organisations believed 
to be a threat to Britain in one 
way or another, and considered 
the view often expressed that if 
British foreign policy changed 
then the threat from terrorists 
would disappear, arguing that 
many groups were pursuing 
complex religious, nationalist and 
ideological agendas that were not 
directly influenced by British 
foreign policy, although it is 
important to acknowledge that it 
can be an exacerbating factor for 
some terrorist causes. 

William then presented us with a 
list of actual case studies from 
the East Midlands.  One was 
struck by the age at which young 
men were being drawn into 
extreme ideologies, and the 
range and variety of actions and 
beliefs they supported.  The 
Prevent team uses a social 
learning theory framework to 
spend time with individuals, 
exploring their beliefs and 
potential actions, and suggesting 
positive alternatives.  A long and 
almost depressingly predictable 

list described the young people 
referred to Prevent; many had 
anger management issues, were 
often alienated from or excluded 
by their peers, had issues of 
personal identity and were prone 
to recklessness and impulsive 
behaviours.  Many had failed to 
handle their own personal inner 
conflicts, were intolerant of 
ambiguity, were attention 
seeking, anti-authoritarian and 
had strong self-identification as 
the underdog.  Many lived in 
dysfunctional families and their 
beliefs were the result of direct 
familial influence, and 
unsurprisingly, the internet was 
clearly a strong source of 
influence for many.  Interestingly 
there seemed to be a link, 
anecdotally at least, between 
young people being radicalised 
and having mental health issues, 
particularly with autism. 

In response to a question William 
drew an interesting parallel 
between the processes of 
radicalisation and sexual 
grooming, and this reinforced the 
picture of a group of vulnerable, 
lonely and often disadvantaged 
young people being drawn into a 
life of enormous potential danger 
both for themselves and for 
others. 

There was a lively and interesting 
series of questions.  Clearly some 
remained convinced of the role of 
our foreign policy in recruiting 
people to terrorism, but there 
were many other questions about 
the details of the Prevent scheme 
and its undoubted successes. 

This was a particularly 
interesting talk, well prepared 
and presented, that introduced 
members to something about 
which they previously knew very 
little and which provided an 
interesting perspective on a topic 
that concerns us all. 

Will Baldet can be contacted at: 

William Baldet PREVENT 
Coordinator 07403 727727 

Email:  
will.baldet@stphilipscentre.co.uk 

Twitter:  https://
twitter.com/
Leics_SafeSPACE 

Hamish Whiteley 

The Prevent strategy 
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Annual Charles Bradlaugh 

commemoration 
Fellow secularists from The 
Conway Hall Ethical Society in 
London are visiting Secular 
Hall on 29th September on 
their way to Northampton for 
the annual Charles Bradlaugh 
commemoration. 

They’ll be arriving in Leicester at 
11.30am, and are looking forward 
to a tour of the Hall and meeting 

like-minded individuals. 

Members of LSS are invited to 
then join them on their coach 
when they leave Secular Hall at 
1.30pm for Northampton.  
Tributes will be paid at 
Bradlaugh’s statue at 3pm, and 
then we’ll all have tea. 

Hopefully they will attend our 
evening event* before heading 
back to London.  Please advise if 
you’d like a place saving on the 
coach.  It’ll be great if as many 

people as possible turn up to give 
them a welcome.  

Please contact 
chair@leicestersecularsociety.org.
uk to book a place. 

Eleanor Davidson 

*Evening event:  Riaz 
Khan, Memoirs of an 
Asian Football Casual.  
Jointly sponsored by 
Everybody’s Reading / 
Leicester Secular 
Society / TUC. 

Speaker William Baldet (14th 
July) didn’t let us know that 
his job is essentially the local 
‘soft end’ representative of the 
terrorist squad.  He presented 
his material well but the content 
was beyond belief.  Adopting an 
assumption that terrorism stalks 
rampant across the land like a 
plague, ex-policeman(?) William 
was apparently uncomfortable as I 
smiled and raised my eyes to the 
ceiling on frequent occasions as he 
lumped animal rights activists, 
anarchists and fundamentalist 
Muslims (Islamists in the Media) 
together and regaled us with tales 
of how he and his fellows had 
‘helped’ lots of budding terrorists 
back to paths of righteousness.  
He asked me not to keep laughing 
at him as he told us his incredible 
tales because it was off-putting 
(poor lamb).  I found it difficult to 
control my expression because the 
ludicrous nature of his assertions 
astounded me. 

He explained how he and 
colleagues had saved 2,500 young 
people, no less, yes that was 
2,500, from becoming terrorists, 
setting about their classmates 
berserk with machetes, making 
explosives and building pipe 
bombs with which to blow up 
hoards of innocent civilians in 
public places, even mentioning 
burning children in a school.  
(How crass can you get?)  Where 
he conjured his 2,500 figure from 
– who knows – it wasn’t explained 
but it was true because he said it. 

He knows a man who supplied 
finance to the 7/7 bombers who’s 
lucky not to be in jail because the 
CPS wouldn’t prosecute.  Why 
not?  Another unfounded 
assertion, Mr Baldet?  William is 
some sort of new-styled, university
-educated super cop.  He let us in 

to the secret of important numbers 
used by rabid right-wing 
organisations, 18 being the most 
significant because 1 = A and 8 = 
H in the alphabet and put together 
they equal – you’ve got it, Adolf 
Hitler.  Aargh.  The Black Hand 
Gang rides again.  What 
excruciating childish tripe. 

I might have been appearing in 
some bizarre situation comedy. 

Is it any wonder I laughed? 

After asking me not to laugh he 
calmed down a bit and began to 
explain that as the ‘Prevent’ 
representative in Leicestershire 
and Rutland he receives referrals 
from schools and other community 
organisations as well as the police 
regarding young people ‘at risk’ of 
being drawn into the nets of 
terrorist organisations such as 
that of the dreaded Abu Qatada (of 
Murdoch’s Sun fame) across the 
country. 

He then presented us with a list of 
unspecified young people and we 
were off again with youths who he 
personally knew whom he’d 
‘saved’ from following a life of 
horrific terrorist crimes.  He 
explained that they gained their 
demonic ideology sitting in their 
bedrooms scouring the internet for 
sites that seduced them into 
terrorism or gained dreadful 
ideological views from their 
dysfunctional families.  Children 
as young as 10, more than a dozen 
on his list, all local and all in some 
way likely to be drawn towards 
rabid terrorist organisations.  No 
names of course, just like a priest 
in the confessional, just his word.  
One in particular he’d guided back 
to sanity only to be told, ‘I’m not a 
terrorist now but in many ways I’m 
worse off because I’m still a screw
-up.  I’d have been better in 

prison, at least there I’d be getting 
help.’  (So jail’s the answer?) 

William then began to explain that 
some of the young people he dealt 
with suffered with mental 
disorders typical of which was 
autism where people are only 
capable of seeing the world in 
simplistic ways and reach their 
conclusions in terms of black and 
white.  Potted psychology or what?  
He finished by letting us know that 
the youth of Leicester most at risk 
were members of the Somali 
community whose problems stem 
from tribal tensions back in Africa.  
Nothing to do with Western 
dumping of toxic waste in Somalia 
or fishing out the coastal waters 
that fed a large part of the 
population.  Or oil reserves in the 
north or control of the strategic 
shipping lanes where ex-fishermen 
pirates forced by hunger because 
of destroyed fishing stocks ply 
their trade.  Al-Shebab is a 
terrorist organisation already 
mentioned by Mr Baldet presented 
as a hotbed of Islamist terrorists 
fighting the great and the good 
sending a peacemaker army from 
the US supported by the UN using 
drones to bomb the population 
into peaceful legal activities. 

My personal take on the talk was 
that Mr Baldet believes his own 
propaganda.  Forty years ago 
bogeymen were ‘reds under beds’ 
keeping MI5 busy.  Now, 
ridiculous though it may be to 
anyone with a half a brain and 
moderate critical faculties, it’s 
TERRORISTS.  So the government 
can dump habeas corpus with 
impunity and use 
SOCPA to deal with 
demonstrators. 

Dave Ray 

An alternative view of the Prevent strategy 
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Roy Watts 

commemoration 
This year is the 75th 
anniversary of the death of 
Secular Society member Roy 
Watts on the battlefield in 

Spain in 1938. 

Please note that there is a plan 
by the Trades Council to 
remember Roy’s (and others’) 
deaths in the cause of trying to 
save democracy in Spain.  It will 
be held on 25th September at the 
memorial to him in Peace Walk, 

Leicester (near the war memorial 
in Victoria Park).  More precise 
details will be provided in the 
next Secularist but you will be 
welcome to join us for 
the event so please put 
the date in your diary. 

Lyn Hurst 

Some 20 LSS members and 
friends travelled to Leek in 
Staffordshire, the home town 
of the Hall’s architect, 
William Larner Sugden, on 
17th July.   

Pilgrimage?  Well, many of the 
father’s and son’s buildings are 
there.  William Larner Sugden 
was one of four children of 
William Sugden and Elizabeth 
Larner.  All their children were 
Larner-Sugdens. 

Those familiar with Secular Hall 
would recognise the signature 
chimneys, the asymmetry, the 
low reliefs, the swags and 
ornamental brickwork of many of 
the buildings. 

We were ably led by Dr Chris 
Wakeling.  He is an authority on 
the history of Leek and his 
eccentric hairstyle gave his 
commentary extra gravitas.  

The first building we visited is 
probably the one that most 
resembles Secular Hall.  The 
Nicholson Institute was built in 
1882, just after Secular Hall.  It is 
part library and part school of 
art.  The large front window is 
graced with busts of 
Shakespeare, Reynolds, Newton 
and Tennyson.  Chris described 
the building as more ‘lavish 
Dutch Renaissance’ than Gothic 
or Classical.  I couldn’t help but 
recognise the brass handles as 
being identical to the ones 
recently stolen from the outer 
doors of Secular Hall!  The 
Nicholson Institute was 
positioned some way back from 

the main road in order to retain a 
seventeenth-century building, 
Greystones.  (At this time Larner 
Sugden was prominent in the 
‘Society for the Preservation of 
Ancient Buildings’).  

Beside the Institute there is a less 

ornate building; Leek College 
was a high school by day and a 
night school in the evenings 
concentrating primarily on the 
arts.  Its most significant features 
are the low-relief panels 
dedicated to agriculture, music, 
commerce, and physics and 
chemistry. 

Before lunch we went to Larner 
Sugden’s home, built into a 
terrace.  This is being renovated 
and again ornate brickwork and 
bay windows are prominent.  On 

our way to get food we passed 
the bank, the main feature being 
the border of William de Morgan 
tiles in the foyer.  Secular Hall’s 
de Morgan tiles are best seen 
from the central reservation on 
Humberstone Gate, above one of 
the bay windows. 

After a relaxing pint and lunch 
most of us met up with Chris and 
went off to the police station 
where chimneys are prominent.  
Have a look at Secular Hall 
chimneys to get an idea of what 
they looked like. 

Off to the Quaker Friends 
Meeting House, originally opened 
in 1697, which became the 
William Morris Labour Church in 
1880.  Some touches of Larner 
Sugden here on the inside walls, 
but the significance lies in its 
association with local resident 
William Morris, hugely influential 
in the lives of the early 
secularists.  The building has 
since reverted to its original use 
as a Quaker meeting hall. 

Flagging a bit now we were off to 
the Co-operative Society Hall, the 
best building still standing that 
Larner Sugden built for the Co-
op.  Again the building has 
lunette-shaped low-relief 
sculptures dedicated to topics 
such as farming, gardening and 
mechanics. 

Our thanks must go to Gillian 
Lighton for arranging the trip 
and for getting our guide.  The 
weather was superb! 

Mike Burden 

A pilgrimage to Leek 

Could you spare an hour to help LSS at our market stall on Our Leicester Day, 
which takes place from 10am till 4pm on Sunday 25th August  

during Leicester Festival Weekend? 

Leicester market will be taken over by local community organisations, clubs, societies 
and voluntary groups promoting themselves to the people of Leicester and 

Leicestershire.  It will be a good opportunity for us to showcase our Society. 

To offer help, please contact:  allan-hayes@ntlworld.com. 

Our guide, Chris Wakeling 
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Allan Hayes has been a 
Humanist member of SACRE 
for some years, and comes 
from a British Humanist 
perspective. 

On 30th June Allan explained that 
a SACRE’s composition is made 
up of four blocs:  the Church of 
England representatives; 
representatives from other 
religions; representatives from 
the local authority; and teachers.  
In many areas humanists have no 
say, but in Leicester Allan has 
influence. 

There are SACREs in each local 
authority.  Their role is to provide 
an agreed syllabus for Religious 
Education for every school in the 
local authority. 

However, nowadays academies 
and free schools, and of course 
faith schools, do not need to 
follow the existing RE syllabus.  
Indeed, in Leicestershire most, if 
not all, secondary schools are 
becoming academies so will not 
need to follow the Leicestershire 
SACRE RE syllabus. 

Allan sees this as both a threat 
and an opportunity.  He supports 
an RE syllabus that teaches about 
all of Humanity.  For him that 
means looking at human issues 
such as, personal relations, moral 
issues and learning about all 
religions.  Allan wants children to 
have space to discuss and to 
think in order to form their own 
ideas and not be indoctrinated. 

John Catt agreed that RE offers a 
space for young people to hear 
different points of view and to 
learn about each other’s beliefs 
in a supportive environment. 

Allan’s talk stimulated discussion.  
Some people took the view that 
RE as a separate subject should 
die, and that these discussions 
could take place in History or 
Humanities.  Others said there 
needed to be a special slot for 
discussions of cultural, social and 
moral issues, where young people 
could challenge 
accepted beliefs as 
well as be challenged 
themselves. 

Caroline Moles 

The case for Humanity  

After years (possibly decades) 
of struggle to secure funds to 
build new premises, the City 
of Leicester College finally has 
a modern building to educate 
and mould the young minds of 
our city.  Former students, 
staff and the wider community 
were invited for a tour of the 
old buildings before they were 
reduced to piles of rubble 
prior to the new one opening. 

When Mike Burden (my former 
Biology teacher) invited me, I 
accepted with a sense of 
nervousness.  I had left the 
school in 1991; other than a short 
stint as a school governor for 
about a year in 1998, I had not 
returned.  

The original school was formed 
when the Spencefield School and 

the City of Leicester School 
amalgamated in 1985, which is 
the year I joined as a fresh-faced 
young 13-year-old-girl, recently 
emigrated from India.  It was a 
complete and utter culture shock:  
from an all-girls Catholic school 
in Pune to a mixed 
comprehensive school in a 
comparable city in the UK.  My 
memory of the school was mainly 
feeling the cold, wet rain going 
right through my bones as we 
walked through the fields 
between buildings to get to our 
classes.  I could remember little 
else. 

However, as I walked into the 
Wyvern building on a beautiful 
English summer afternoon in 
June, the wonderful and good 
memories of my school years 

came rushing back.  I was 
greeted by many of my former 
teachers (some still remembered 
me), and recognised many others 
from the exhibition.  The 
photographs not just of lessons 
but also of the extra-curricular 
activities such as drama and 
sports, reminded me that 
teachers were giving up their 
valuable time in the evenings to 
ensure that we had an enriched 
learning and life experience.  We 
don’t realise the influence our 
early formative years at school 
has on our life’s course.  In 
recent times, we have 
undervalued the worth of this 
profession and their contribution 
in shaping our society.  I think it 
is time they were paid the due 
they deserve.   

I am extremely grateful to all my 
teachers at the school and in 
higher education for supporting 
me and making me the person I 
am today:  someone who is 
successful professionally but also 
has a sense of social conscience 
and a sense of wonderment about 
the world. 

‘A teacher affects eternity; he [or 
she] can never tell 
where his [or her] 
influence stops.’ 
Henry Brooks 
Adams 

Nita Odedra 

 

Ode to teachers 

‘Those who educate children 

well are more honoured than 

those who produce them; for 

these only gave them life, and 

others give them art of living.’  
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Long-standing member Allan 
Hayes expressed a wish for 
‘religious education to be 
replaced by education in life 
and humanity’ in his excellent 
talk entitled ‘The case for 
humanity’ at Secular Hall on 
30th June. 

I would go further than that:  
I think that much of school 
education should be in ‘life 
and humanity’. 

A definition from the Oxford 
English Reference Dictionary:  
The use of reason and argument 
in seeking truth and knowledge 
of reality, especially of the causes 
and nature of things and of the 
principles governing existence, 
the material universe, perception 
of physical phenomena, and 
human behaviour. 

What is being defined?  
Philosophy – and that is what 
should be taught in schools, at a 
level that children can 
understand. 

My formal education up to the 
age of 16 only partly covered ‘life 
and humanity’.  Religious 
Education went under the name 
of Scripture and involved study of 
the Christian Bible.  Scripture 
lessons were discontinued before 
my five-year period of compulsory 
secondary education ended.  
They might as well have never 
begun:  I became secular halfway 
through my time at grammar 
school. 

Another subject was Biology:  the 
science of life.  It was adequately 
taught.  We learned how rabbits 

reproduce.  As an afterthought 
the teacher threw in:  ‘Oh, by the 
way, human beings do it this way 
as well.’  That was the extent of 
my sex education at school.  Sex 
was a subject expected to be 
covered mostly by parents. 

Science – two branches of it, 
Physics and Chemistry – was 
taught, providing useful 
knowledge, handy for work I did 
long after leaving school.  
Schools then claimed they were 
not educating people for work – 
quite reasonable. 

Geography was comprehensively 
taught.  History:  British history 
was covered from the Roman 
invasion.  The final two years 
were devoted to European 
history, from the French 
Revolution to the First World 
War.  We learned nothing of the 
history of the rest of the world. 

Woodwork – a practical subject – 
was in the curriculum for a short 
time.  It was a small school and 
there was scope for teaching only 
two languages, French and Latin.  
The former was my best subject, 
though it so happens I’ve had 
little opportunity to make use of 
it subsequently.  Latin is the 
language of Science and 
Medicine.  Sixty per cent of 
English is derived from it. 

There were two sessions of 
Physical Training each week.  
Keeping fit is important.  Also 
Sport once a week, cricket in 
summer, football in winter, 
compulsory whether you were 
interested in these sports or not. 

Music education consisted of a 
weekly sing-song.  We were not 
taught about the vast amount of 
music that exists.  I think that is 
still the case in schools.  That is 
why most people know only 
popular music, churned out by 
radio stations. 

English Literature studies were 
devoted to classic novelists, 
playwrights and poets.  George 
Eliot, William Shakespeare and 
William Wordsworth spring to 
mind.  It was after I left school 
that I got to know of, for 
instance, Aldous Huxley, Terence 
Rattigan and my namesake Philip 
Larkin. 

The two most important subjects 
taught were English Language 
and the three branches of Maths:  
Arithmetic, Algebra and 
Geometry.  My very able English 
Language teacher gave me a 
knowledge of the subject which is 
ahead of that acquired by many 
people I know who went on to 
higher education. 

It’s important to be numerate and 
Maths (especially Geometry) 
helps one to think, though I’ve 
never been able to apply 
Pythagoras’s Theorem, an 
element of Geometry, or the 
substitution of letters for 
numbers (Algebra) to life in 
general! 

Now, ?? years after I 
left school, I am still 
learning about ‘life 
and humanity’. 

Terry Larkin 

A lot of school education should be about life and humanity 

Alan Turing to be pardoned 
The UK LGBT humanist charity 
the Pink Triangle Trust (PTT) 
warmly welcomes the news that 
the gay atheist code breaker Alan 
Turing is to be pardoned. 

Alan Turing, known as the father of 
computer science, the code breaker 
who helped win World War II, and 
the man subjected to chemical 
castration by the state for being gay, 
is to receive a pardon nearly 60 years 
after his death.  The government has 
said that they are prepared to 
support a backbench bill pardoning 
the war hero. 

This follows a campaign launched in 
2009 with a petition calling on the 
government to recognise the 
‘consequences of prejudice’ that 

ended the life of the scientist aged 
just 41. 

Notable among the campaign’s 
supporters was the well-known 
atheist and humanist Professor 
Richard Dawkins who said that an 
apology would ‘send a signal to the 
world which needs to be sent’, and 
that Turing might still be alive today 
if it were not for the repressive, 
religion-influenced laws which drove 
him to despair. 

The author of the best-selling The 
God Delusion, who presented a 
television programme on Turing for 
Channel 4, said the impact of the 
mathematician’s war work could not 
be overstated.   

‘After the war, when Turing’s role 
was no longer top-secret, he should 

have been knighted and fêted as a 
saviour of his nation.  Instead, this 
gentle, stammering, eccentric genius 
was destroyed, for a ‘crime’, 
committed in private, which harmed 
nobody’, said Professor Dawkins. 

It is great to have such a prominent 
atheist and humanist as Richard 
Dawkins adding his weight to the 
campaign, and his reference to 
repressive religious-influenced laws 
is as relevant today as it was then 
given the religious hostility to same-
sex marriage.  As an atheist himself, 
Alan Turing is a humanist hero and a 
pardon after the appalling 
way he was treated for 
being gay is long overdue. 

George Broadhead 
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When the saints go marching in 
The Vatican’s conservative 
predilection for saints also 
provides for modern PR.  As 
the ‘ostrich’ Ratzinger is 
allowed to keep his head 
buried in the reverberation-
dampening sand, the 
gathering beguiled cry ‘Santo 
Subito’ for the hastily 
beatified John Paul II 
providing Pope Francis with 
opportunity for populist 
obscurantism. 

John Paul II certainly did himself 
no canonical harm in his own 
sterling efforts to bring the 
Church of Rome into the modern 
world.  During his tenure 
beatifications numbered well over 
a thousand, and he bequeathed 
the world nearly 500 extra saints – 
a figure not too far off (depending 
on source) the combined total 
canonisations during the 
preceding 500 years.  He also set 
the precedent for waiving the five 
years’ post mortem waiting period 
before the process can be 
instigated when, just two years 
after her death, he fast-tracked 
the canonisation of the illusory 
Mother Teresa.  And his 
popularity, and his ‘community 
martrydom‘ (such a nice spin on 
Parkinson’s disease, that), and his 
immediate labelling as ‘John Paul 
the Great’, meant his mate wasn’t 
going to miss a trick:  Benedict 
went one better and dispensed 
with the whole five years, and JP 
II’s progression to saintly status 
was rendered a shoo-in. 

Accreditation with two miracles is 
required, which for causes of 
beatification and canonisation 
tend to be of the medical variety, 
and must be adjudged by separate 
scientific and theological 
tribunals.  These august bodies 
like cases which are deemed 
medically hopeless, as the lack of 
any scientific medical explanation 
for the sudden cure leaves a tidy 
gap.  The scientific commission 
(whose ‘conflict of interest’ is 
presumably not an issue) must 
rule out the possibility of natural – 
i.e. known scientific – causation, 
hence leaving, by deduction, the 
only other possible ‘explanation’ – 
supernatural agency.  The 
theological commission then just 
needs to satisfy itself that the 
‘miracle cure’ was inexplicably 

and instantaneously brought, and, 
moreover, that the now-accepted 
miracle is the would-be saint’s 
own work.  Because, if the one 
being prayed to is deemed to have 
roped in a few helpers, then his/
her cause is scuppered.  But how 
does the theological commission 
determine that the miracle was 
wrought solo?  By asking the 
precipitating pious family and 
friends just who they were 

praying to.  Which, of course, 
being good rational Catholics with 
no (JP II-elevating) agenda, they 
wouldn’t spin, would they?  That 
intercessory prayer works is 
apparently taken as a given.  As is 
the occurrence of miracles.  
Presumably the scientific tribunal/
commission has no scientific 
problem with these contra-
scientific phenomena.  And 
statistics on just how many of the 
terminally ill have prayed to 
whatever (would-be) saint to no 
avail is not a troubling 
consideration. 

I sense a difficult paradox here.  If 
it is sainthood that carries 
intercessory power and permits 
directed prayer, isn’t it a bit risky 
praying to someone who has not 
yet been accredited with any 
miracle; who hasn’t even been 
beatified?  Surely a safer 
guarantor of success would be 
direct appeal to an already fully 
qualified, bona fide saint.  No 
quibble, such is the faith in JP II.  
Even though his ‘community 
martyrdom’ was deemed 
insufficient to exempt him from 
the beatification-requisite first 

miracle, satiation was soon 
provided:  just six months after his 
death he cured a French nun  
(– yes –) of her Parkinson’s, 
following direct prayers.  Benedict 
was quickly on the case, and JP 
II’s second miracle – the healing 
of a severely ill Costa Rican 
woman – rapidly followed his 
beatification ceremony in 2011.  
The details of this wonderfully 
timed occurrence have yet to be 
made available, but will 
apparently ‘amaze the world’.  
Meanwhile, expect the error-
protected canonical green light 
from Francis very soon. 

I do not know how many people 
might have avoided contracting a 
potentially lethal virus, were it not 
for JP II’s stance on the only 
effective prevention strategy.  I do 
not know the extent of his 
misogyny, and the full 
manifestation of his denial of 
women’s reproductive rights over 
their own body.  I do not know the 
extent of his role in the cover-up 
of the abuses of children, and of 
his shielding of the disgusting 
character that is (to mention just 
one) Marcial Maciel Degollado.  I 
do not know how much more 
progress embryonic stem cell 
researchers could have made in 
utilitarian quest for cures for 
serious and important diseases 
(including, e.g., Parkinson’s).  I do 
not accept his Cartesian dualist 
‘acceptance’ of evolution as a 
‘theory’ compatible with 
immaterial ensoulment, because it 
constitutes and fosters 
pseudoscience.  I do not know 
(and am not convinced of) the 
extent of his influence on the 
collapse of communism, which, 
though we cannot rewind the 
clock, would in all probability 
have happened regardless.  I 
cannot comment on all the 
politically opportune PR apologies 
which ballooned in number along 
with the populist beatifications 
and canonisations.  And I cannot 
for the life of me fathom why so 
many appeasing apologists 
continue to lap up the cult of 
‘Blessed – soon to be “Saint” – 
John Paul the Great’. 

But I do know, though I 
do not believe miracles, 
that two is not enough. 

Lee Turnpenny 

John Paul’s beatification 01/05/2011 
(Wikipedia) 
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HERITAGE OPEN DAY 2013 – SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 

LEICESTER SECULAR HALL 
Open to the public 10.30am – 4.30pm 

There will be a new exhibition of work in progress 
on the history of the Hall and the Society, which 
has been made possible with help from ‘All Our 
Stories’ Heritage Lottery funding.  

Displays 

The early years of the Society and the Opening of the 
Hall 

Key events from the Society’s history to the year 2000 

Audio  

‘Secularists Speaking’ - extracts from recorded 
interviews with members (past and present) 

Video 

New footage and interviews prepared for our 
documentary on the Society in wartime which will chart 
the history of the Society and its members through the 
early wars of the twentieth century 

Tours of the building available every half hour throughout the day, with an 
opportunity to view recently uncovered Victorian tiles 

 Light refreshments throughout the day 

The Labour Party was originally 
formed by many disparate groups 
working together in the late 
nineteenth century specifically to 
address the problem of a lack of 
working-class representation in 
Parliament.   

The main obstacle facing anyone of 
limited means wishing to enter 
Parliament in those days was that 
MPs were not paid; so such 
individuals needed wealthy sponsors.  
Sponsorship could be seen as the 
supreme form of lobbying:  as per the 
sugar plantation owners who were, 
through sponsorship, able to delay the 
abolition of slavery, and ensure that 
they were fully compensated when it 
was achieved. 

In the event for socialism, it was the 
trade unions who took up this 
sponsorship role.  But sponsorship of 
any kind is bound to limit the ability of 
an MP to express his own views or 
those of his constituents.  Do the 
accumulated dictums surrounding 
trade union practice necessarily cover 
all the concerns of a Labour MP’s 
constituency?  Or do the bottom lines 
of business accord with all a 
Conservative MP’s constituents’ 
aspirations? 

The Asquith administration, before 
WWI, brought in a basic yearly salary 
for MPs; but it was the Clement Atlee 
administration of 1945 that 
introduced a realistic salary for MPs:  
in order to overcome any future 
dearth of working-class 
representation; and reduce their 
reliance on binding sponsorship.  That 
Atlee Parliament probably had more 
working-class representation than any 
other before or since:  most famously 
Bessie Braddock, who represented the 
most rundown, poverty-ridden district 
in Britain outside of Glasgow.  (‘... and 
you, Madam, are ugly, but in the 
morning I’ll be sober’) 

However, this payment has, ever 
since, been a political football; and, by 
any international standards, has never 
been sufficient to finance 
independently the sort of realistic 
administration costs which any 
parliamentary representative must 
necessarily incur.  In the high-
inflation regime that has existed ever 
since WWII, the annual raising of 
MPs’ salaries in order to keep them in 
line with reality has always been a 
subject of horror stories in our mainly 
foreign-owned press.  Too often, these 
salaries were frozen before election 
times in an effort to gain votes:  

culminating finally in Maggie 
Thatcher’s introduction of the now-
discredited ‘expenses-claim system’ to 
fend off a particular year’s salary rise 
that was due just before an election. 

We have, willy-nilly, arrived back at 
the situation, with regard to the social 
class profile of our parliamentary 
representation, which the original 
formation of the Labour Party, and the 
MPs’ salary awards, were meant to 
remedy.  The reasoning behind these 
facts has so firmly been lost sight of 
with the passage of time that I’ve 
found it impossible to convince even 
an ardent trade unionist that MPs’ 
salaries are anything other than a ploy 
to further enrich the already wealthy. 

When a Labour Prime Minister can 
dismiss the simple, but real, concerns 
of a working-class old lady as being 
the ramblings of an ‘ignorant woman’, 
then I suggest that it is a spectacular 
indication of just how under-
represented is her class within our 
country’s administration, and what a 
complete failure the original socialist, 
working-class, representation ideals 
have proved to be.  We deserve 
everything we get from the BNP and 
EDL brigades. 

Wilf Gaunt 

Representation of working-class views in Parliament 
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How great is the multitude 
of Christians or Muslims or 
Buddhist or Hindus or 
Taoists in this green and 
pleasant land?  (Or, if so 
inclined, this apparently 
definitively Tory blue and 
bedevilled place – so help 
me Someone.)  Indeed, how 
many agnostics, atheists, 
pagans, and infidels exist 
(or even know they exist) in 
this multifaceted and 
multitalented multicultural 
island?  How numerous are 
the animists, the ancestor 
worshippers, the animal 
sacrificers in this offshore 
territory of Europe where 
animals are treated better 
than our children and old 
folk are dumped in care 
homes by their families?  

Does the evil of the dumping 
of our elders and the sin of 
abuse of children only 
happen amongst the 
irreligious?  Or are the 
rectilineal religious also 
misbehaving in this fashion? 

Do we know?  Does anyone 
know?  Do we care?  Should 
we care?  What do the 
numbers say? 

The 2011 census informs 
that self-confessed (is that 
allowed by their god?) 
Christians numbered 59%, 
followed in the religious 
league tables by 5% of 
Muslims (self-confessed under 
the aegis of their god).  All other 
religions, including Jedi Knights, 
totalled 4%.  The remaining 32% 
of the populace is either 
avowedly non-religious (25%) or 
did not reply (the lack of 
response is unlikely to have 
been because they were 
speaking in wondrous tongues). 

So this is clear enough isn’t it?  
We do know the facts.  Well 
actually, and as usual, the facts 
are not really the facts (and they 
are certainly not writ hard on 
tablets of stone for ever and 
ever).  According to data 
collated by BRIN (British 
Religion in Numbers of the 
Institute for Social Change at 

Manchester University), 
between 2011 and 2013 
Christians came out at around 
55%, Muslims about 2%, with 
non-religious members of these 
congregated island peoples at 
around 35% (not including 2% of 
don’t knowers). 

Where then is the truth?  If the 
confessedly religious cannot 

agree on a version of the truth 
for all eternity what hope for the 
rest of us? 

Does it matter?  

For as long as the religious are 
treated with undue deference 
and preference, both in matters 
both legal and fiscal, it matters 
that the numbers are correct.  
Correct today, correct tomorrow 
and correct forever more.  There 
is strength in numbers and the 
great unreligious silent majority 
needs to stand up and be 
counted.   

How?  

I hereby affirm that I believe in 
the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help 

me statistics.  To get the 
statistics right the numbers 
need to be right.  Otherwise the 
non-religious are forever 
beholden in this society to those 
self-confessedly superior beings 
who believe in multifarious 
manifestations of the Power, the 
Truth, the Light (or simply 
faeries).  We the non-religious 
are discriminated against in 

fiscal forms with, for 
example, tax breaks for 
places of worship.  We are 
constantly belittled as 
somehow smaller and 
insignificant.  A nuisance, 
an aberration, an 
inconvenience to be 
forgotten about at every 
conceivable and 
inconceivable opportunity.  
I believe that the truth is 
data and data is the truth. 

Let our numbers give us 
Power on a daily basis.  And 
let our Power give us bread.  
Whether we be counted at 
25% or 35% (or even 45%) 
we need recognition, and 
from recognition full 
equality.  There is gay pride 
– enumerated at 1.5% by 
ons.gov.uk and elsewhere 
at up to 7% of the 
population – so why not non
-religious pride at 35%?  
Which other lobby in 
Parliament has a potential 
membership of 35%.  The 
foxhunters? – I think not 

Sir.  The vegetarians? – rather 
unlikely.  The bicycle brigade? – 
not a spoke in hell.  

There is a superfluity of all 
manner of evangelical and 
proselytising religious persons, 
but how many of the non-
religious stand up for their 
views on a daily basis?  It is not 
enough to sit down and be 
counted at ten-yearly census 
intervals.  So stand up my 
brothers (and my 
sisters).  Stand up 
and be counted at 
every available 
opportunity. 

© Mark Lucas 

Oi!  Stand up and be counted! 

Paul Henri Thiry, Baron d'Holbach,  
an eighteenth-century advocate of atheism.   

(Sitting down, I’m afraid!) 
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Siding with the Oppressor:  
The Pro-Islamist Left 

A new report by One Law For All 
entitled ‘Siding with the 
Oppressor:  The Pro-Islamist Left’ 
exposes Stop the War Coalition, 
Respect Party, Unite Against 
Fascism and individuals such as 
Ken Livingstone and George 
Galloway and their agenda and 
methods. 

This section of the left uses 
accusations of racism and 
Islamophobia and a conflation of 
Muslim with Islamist in order to 
defend Islamism and Islam rather 
than out of any real concern for 
prejudice against Muslims or their 
rights, particularly since Muslims 
or those labelled as such are the 
first victims of Islamism and are 
on the frontlines of resisting it. 

The report has been written as a 
companion volume to ‘Enemies 
not Allies: The Far-Right’.  Like 
the far right which ‘despises’ 
multiculturalism yet benefits from 
its idea of difference to scapegoat 
the ‘other’ and promote its own 
form of white identity politics, the 
pro-Islamist left also uses 
multiculturalism to side with the 
oppressor by viewing the ‘Muslim 
community’ and the ‘Muslim 
world’ as homogeneous entities 
thereby ignoring and silencing 
dissenters. 

This politics of betrayal sides with 
the Islamic far right and the 
oppressor.  Challenging this 
perspective is especially 
important given its wide 
acceptance as ‘progressive’ in 
mainstream society. 

Any principled point of view must 
oppose all forms of fascism, 
including Islamic fascism, and 
instead side with the countless 
people, including Muslims, who 
are fighting and challenging 
Islamism here in Europe as well 

as the Middle East, North Africa 
and the world. 

Multiculturalism and Child 
Protection in Britain:  Sharia 
Law and Other Failures 

Another new report by One Law 
for All entitled ‘Multiculturalism 
and Child Protection in Britain:  
Sharia Law and Other Failures’ 
reveals how a multicultural 
approach, adopted by local 
authorities and other public 
authorities to child protection, is 
placing children in danger and 
creating parallel societies. 

The report also exposes Sharia 
tribunals and their increasing 
authority in the issue of child 
custody, and questions the impact 
this has, and is likely to have, on 
the equal protection of children 
regardless of race or ethnicity. 

Both reports are available for free 
download on One Law for All’s 
website.  The books are available 
for purchase at £4.00 from One 
Law for All. 

Essay competition 

One Law for All, in partnership 
with the Lawyers’ Secular Society, 
are calling on students across 
Europe to submit essays on the 
use of Sharia family and criminal 
law in countries in the EU.  The 
National Secular Society will 
provide a cash prize for the 
winning essay.  Details on the 
competition can be found here. 

Songs for freedom and Passion 
for Freedom festival 

One Law for All is inviting 
musicians and songwriters to 
create and submit their original 
material for a song competition.  
Song entries should be focused on 
issues that relate to the work One 
Law for All is engaged with, 
discussing themes like religion, 
freedom, secularism, Sharia law, 
equal rights and religious 

arbitration.  Details of where to 
submit entries can be found here:  
The deadline for entries is 31st 
December. 

Support One Law for All 

One Law for All’s important work 
is funded by the public.  Please 
continue to support us by 
donating to One Law for All.  You 
can send a cheque made payable 
to One Law for All to BM Box 
2387, London WC1N 3XX, UK or 
pay via Paypal.  You can also 
commit to giving at least £5–£10 a 
month via direct debit.  You can 
find out more about how to donate 
or join the 100 Club here.  Also, if 
you shop online, please do so via 
the Easy Fundraising’s website.  It 
won’t cost you anything extra but 
can help raise much-needed funds 
for One Law for All. 

One Law for All campaign was 
launched on 10th December 2008, 
International Human Rights Day, 
to call on the UK government to 
recognise that Sharia and 
religious courts are arbitrary and 
discriminatory against women and 
children in particular and that 
citizenship and human rights are 
non-negotiable.  The campaign 
aims to end Sharia and all 
religious courts on the basis that 
they work against, and not for, 
equality and human rights. 

Thanks again for your support.  A 
particular thank you to those who 
provide monthly 
donations, which is 
much appreciated. 

We look forward to 
continuing to fight for 
rights and secularism. 

For further 
information contact: 
Maryam Namazie 
Anne Marie Waters 
Spokespersons 
One Law for All 

One Law for All 

Apart from the slaughter of tens of 
thousands of Cathars the campaign 
also gave birth to the Inquisition in 
1233, explicitly set up to root out 
the Cathar heresy.  This went on 
with its nefarious work until the 
mid-nineteenth century – though 
the use of torture and execution 

was phased out in its later years.  
Their final victory over Catharism 
came in 1321 when its ideologue, 
William Belibaste, was burned at 
the stake.   

The Catholic Church has never 
apologised for the ruthless 
slaughter of the Cathars or the 
torture and executions carried out 
by the Inquisition. 

I’d recommend the book not only 

as a good factual history of the 
period from a secular point of view 
but also for being a ‘ripping yarn’ 
in its own right – hard to put down 
once you start. 

Harry Perry 

* Stephen O’Shea, 
The Perfect Heresy 
(London, 2000), ISBN 
10 1 86197 350 0. 

(continued from previous page) 
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Report of LSS Board meeting, 30th June 2013 

• One new member approved. 

• Next Events Programme discussed - many leads 
being followed up. 

• Events Coordinator post discussed after Allan’s 
resignation.  HP said he could do it but would have 
to give up the Secularist.  Not resolved. 

• Tender invite for the modernisation works has gone 
out. 

• Maintenance of the Hall discussed - damp in cellar 
for investigation. 

• A member’s assertion that Board proceedings are 
not adequately reported to members discussed.  
Consensus that we did more than most to keep 
members informed while maintaining confidentiality 
on sensitive matters.  Half-year meeting an example.  
Secularist reports (like this one) considered 

appropriate.  Board has responsibility to run the 
Society.  Members are invited to ask to attend and 
can volunteer to be co-opted if interested.  They can 
also ask Board members face to face about decisions 
made. 

• Board endorsed Secularist Editor’s decision not to 
publish a Dave Ray article as it breached Editorial 
Guidelines.  Chair to notify Dave of Board’s position. 

• Agreed that the time allowed for member (or other) 
notices at Sunday meetings should be limited to 
about five minutes and that the Chair should not 
read them out lest it appeared that the Society 
endorsed the cause. 

• Bank has advised new fees for cash deposits.  ABC to 
be asked to pay charges in some other way or bear 
the costs (approx £400 pa). 

• Financial reports noted - JC thanked for hard work. 

Helen Pettman is a staunch 
member of Leicester Secular 
Society:  a person who takes 
direct action where she can 
see a way to make it effective. 

On 7th July she explained 
what she and a group of like-
minded people in Evington 
are doing is digging up 
public space to make the 
land productive.  There is a 
slight echo of the Diggers of 
1649 who set up a 
settlement in the South of 
England in 1649 to ‘make the 
wasteland grow’ by co-
operative action.  However, 
the landowning class of the 
time, including Oliver 
Cromwell, felt threatened by 
this development and sent in 
the troopers and hired men 
to wipe out the Diggers’ claim, 
tear down their cottages and 
destroy their crops.  Luckily there 
is a written account of the 
Diggers by Gerard Winstanley, 
otherwise we would probably 
know nothing about this early 

attempt at co-operative socialism. 

Hopefully no such retribution will 
fall on the Friends of Evington.  
They have proceeded carefully, 
making allies of the local library 

and local schools.  They have also 
got the local media on their side – 
since Helen is the editor of the 
Evington Echo, an amateur 
journal which is widely read 
around the village. 

Helen recounted the dealings the 

group has had with Leicester City 
Council:  how they have found 
that different departments have 
different attitudes to what they 
are doing,  one department trying 

virtually to stop their 
activities and another trying 
to encourage them. 

As we get towards the end of 
the short English summer 
season, hopefully they, or the 
local people of Evington, will 
be able to reap some of the 
fruits of their endeavours – 
literally, since they have set 
up a fruit garden.  Bees will 
have been working hard 
gathering nectar from the 
‘bee friendly’ plants they 
have been putting in, and 
public land will be becoming 
productive for the public. 

This talk was 
enjoyable, and one 
can only wish the 
Friends of Evington a 
prosperous future. 

Michael Gerard 

Friends of Evington – secularism in action 

The purpose and limits 
of democracy 

My Muslim neighbour was 
discussing Morsi’s fall with 
me.  I pointed out that we had 
chopped off a king’s head for 
doing what Morsi was trying 
to do in Egypt. 

I pointed out that, in a democracy, 
the populace elects their leaders 
to run the country:  to ensure 
clean, safe water flows through 
the taps; that the roads are fixed; 

that the economy is kept on an 
even keel; etc, etc.  Political 
leaders are elected by the people; 
they are not elected by God; and 
are not, therefore, endowed with 
the power to dictate to the 
general populace what sort of 
relationship they should each 
have with God. 

Generalising from this, I’ve often 
wondered for what purpose we 
suppose we are electing our 
politicians?  Is it to run the 
country, or to provide copy for our 

media outlets?  The people we 
presume we’ve elected to run the 
country seem to be at the media’s 
beck and call 24/7, with very little 
respite.  Had I been forced, as a 
chef, to run my kitchens on such a 
regime, very few, if any, meals 
would have been produced.  So 
who is actually running the 
country?   

It can’t be the people 
we’ve actually elected to 
do the job! 

Wilf Gaunt 



Leicester Secularist  16 

 

Leicester Secular Society Contact Details 
Registered Office:  Secular Hall 

75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

LSS is a company limited by guarantee  
Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Harry Perry:   

Tel:  07795 097635 

Email:  harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Chairperson - Eleanor Davidson:   

Tel:  079 303 28755  

Email:  chair@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Treasurer - Anu Kapur 

Tel. c/o:  01509 211468 

Email:  treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk  

Membership Secretary/Asst. Treasurer - John Catt:  

Tel:  01509 211468 

Email:  memsec@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Company Secretary - Kate Housden:  

Tel:  07900 583306   

Email:  kmhousden@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Library and archives - Gillian Lighton:  

Tel:  07989 122917  

Email:  gillianlighton@hotmail.com 

Hall bookings/maintenance - Mike Burden:  

Tel:  07722 782727 

Email:  secularhall@gmail.com 

Events Coordinator - Allan Hayes: 

Tel:  0116 241 8747  

Email:  allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Website and news - Frank Friedmann:  

Tel:  07947 573951  

Email:  web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Secularist Editor - Harry Perry:  

Tel:  07795 097635 

Email:  harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Keyholders:  Mike Burden, Harry Perry and Gillian 
Lighton are keyholders for Secular Hall. 

Audio-visual kit:  Normally held by Mike Burden. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright 
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.  Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers 
accept no liability for views expressed.  As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views may be published subject to 
the usual constraints of avoiding libel, occasional editing to fit the space available and intrinsic merit.  When writing please abstain 
from gratuitous bad language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members!  We express our thanks for non-
Society images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education.  Resolution is reduced to prevent 
onward commercial use.  The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol.  An 
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Leicester Secularist  

copy deadline 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon 
on Thursday 5th September 2013. 

We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems, 
news, cartoons, book reviews, etc.  Please send 
via the Hall or email to Harry at the address in 
the box adjacent. 

Include photos or illustrations where you have 
them.  Please aim for 700 words.  Longer articles 
may be accepted where appropriate but please 
ensure they are submitted well ahead of the 
deadline (and the same goes for handwritten 
items that might need a lot of typing up). 

The subsequent copy deadline looks like being 
Thursday 10th October 2013. 

Thanks 

Harry Perry, Editor 
Jill Perry, Subeditor 

‘Why don’t you pray just in case there is a God?’ 

‘For the same reason you don’t surround your 

front door with garlic just in case there are 

vampires.’ 

Ricky Gervais 

Report of LSS Board meeting, 28th July 2013 

• ED discussing with others re chaplaincy strategy. 

• Events programme outlined - still some gaps. 

• AH reported that he had attended meetings of 20 other 
organisations but not as a rep of LSS. 

• Mini mod fundraising at a standstill.  City may fund a 
frontage scheme. 

• Four tenders expected for building work - period 
extended to 19th August. 

• Nobody has come up with a star prize for the grand draw. 

• All Our Stories report awaited.   Concern at possible 
slippage in planning. 

• Volunteers needed for:  Our Leicester Day 25th August; 
Open Day 15th Sept; clearing furniture on 16th Sept. 

• Hall to be provided at nil charge for wake of Martin 
Williamson, partner of Glenys Mulvaney. 

• Request for renting of Hall ‘flat’:  pointed out there is no 
such flat still existing. 

• Request for free use of Hall for ‘Leicester People’s 
University’ refused.  Hirings must be on same terms as 
others. 

• Behaviour of a member on 14th July discussed.  Chairs in 
future to ensure speakers treated with respect while 
speaking. 

• Treasurer’s report - no issues.  JC thanked for hard work. 

• HP to attend Guildhall meeting on 1st August on City of 
Culture bid. 

• HP to respond to request for opinions on use of redundant 
churches. 

• DoNM:  Sunday 1st September at 3.30pm 


