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There are more
questions
than answers

some have said strikes could kill
more innocent civilians, what will
be the result of inaction? Is there
any reason to believe Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad will
stop his attacks?
To me this suggests there are
more questions than answers
regarding Syria.
However, both
proponents and
opponents of military
several important facts to
strikes have made
consider.
important points. For
One fact is that the majority of
instance, proponents
the international
are correct that
community has
there is a serious
signed on to the
problem in Syria
Chemical Weapons
that must be
Convention (1992),
addressed, and
which outlaws the
soon. Yet, as
production,
opponents have argued,
stockpiling, and use of
there must be clear and
chemical weapons.
legitimate goals for any military
Germany exercise. In addition, goals must
Syria, one of only seven
and Britain, have be greater than simply gaining
UN member states to not
decided military action moral credibility; they must aim
sign this agreement, is in
is not the correct strategy.
clear violation of
to solve a problem that cannot be
This
suggests there could be
international consensus.
solved in any other way, and
room for more diplomacy. Is the lessen suffering.
Another fact is that evidence
United States really in a position
strongly suggests Syrian military
One last thing I would say is this:
to unilaterally enforce with
forces have used chemical
we should ask ourselves
military might generally agreed
weapons on rebels and
fundamental questions on how
upon international law around
dissidents, resulting in more than
situations such as this even
the world? Also, there is the
thousands dead, including many
chance that the strikes could set begin. Most importantly, what
children. This should trouble the
are the factors that allow Syria
up a chain reaction of bombings
international communities that
and other countries to devolve
on both sides that will lead to
have signed on to the Chemical
into senseless killing? And are
more civilian deaths and,
Weapons Convention.
there non-military actions we can
potentially, another war like the
take now – perhaps even in
In considering these facts, I am
one we just conducted in Iraq.
heartened that international
Have proponents considered this concert with urgent military
action – to prevent us from
leaders are being guided not by
very realistic possibility?
having to consider military
religious faith or dogma, but by
Opponents of military strikes
strikes in the future?
reason and ethics. In particular,
have argued that intervention is
there has been much discussion
unjustified because diplomacy is Michael De Dora
on just war theory, which
Michael De Dora works at the
possible and the strikes might
proposes military action is
Center for Inquiry as director of
harm some civilians. Yet this
justified only if all other options
the organisation’s Office of Public
conflict has been ongoing for
have been exhausted, it is
Policy and its representative to
more than two years, and more
intended to bring about peace, it
the United Nations. This article
than 100,000 people are dead,
is proportionate, and it will likely
is borrowed from a response to
and millions more displaced. If
help to solve the problem.
the regime hasn’t been convinced an invitation for a comment by
People on all sides of the debate by now, what are the chances
the International Humanist and
have tried to use just war theory things will change? Also, while
Ethical Union.
to oppose or justify strikes in
Syria. But most of their
arguments are problematic.
Proponents of military strikes in
Syria have argued that
intervention is necessary because
all options have been exhausted
Reasoning on all moral and and ‘limited, narrow’, strikes
would prevent further harm. Yet
political dilemmas must
the UN and many national
begin with a surveying of
the facts. In regards to the signatories to the Chemical
situation in Syria, there are Weapons Convention,
including
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The mini modernisation project
Funding
Well, after a few more
donations, a couple of top-ups
from people who've already
donated and then the
fulfilment of pledges, I’m
pleased to say our
thermometer is now at around
£46,000 including donations
and reserves.
So, we’re in striking distance of
our target amount and are now
dependent on our grant
application coming to fruition.
Apart from the funding side I’m
pleased to be able to report that
the lowest tender of three for the
works contract was within our
target range and so we are now
entering into pre-contract
discussions with Keyham
Construction of Thurmaston with
an aim to get the works started
within the next ten days and to

finish around the end of October,
subject to success in the grant
application.
The fundraising drive is by no
means over. We need to continue
to raise as much as we can to fund
extras like new chairs and tables,
a revamped front window display,
office furniture, etc. We are also
looking at reupholstering all the
bench seating and having a
permanent wi-fi broadband line
that would open up possibilities
for all Hall users to connect to the
web and, via CCTV, for officers to
remotely monitor the Hall via
webcams for security purposes.
Hence the need to support the
various fundraising events in the
programme over the next three
months.
Many thanks to all who have
chipped in so far - we’re getting
there - and it’s not too late to help!
Harry Perry

We have chosen a 5-burner
period-design range cooker
On the practical front
and hope that the new kitchen
things have moved on apace will not be too out of keeping
with Ned Newitt and
with the feel of the building Hamish Whiteley agreeing
while still containing all mod
the colour scheme (nice
cons. We will be applying for
piece of blame-shifting
registration with the Council
there!) and Hamish
as a ‘food business’ so that we
bringing in the new
and other users will be able to
fretwork pelmets and
use the Hall for functions
screen mounts that he’s
where snacks and light meals
fabricated with his
can be prepared on site and
bandsaw. He’s made a really provided to members of the
good job of these and Hamish
public either free or for
and I spent a happy day fixing payment.
things into position ready to be A new serving counter will
decorated within the colour
allow us to dispense with the
scheme that Ned and Hamish
tea-trolley and hope this won’t
have agreed (did I do it
offend traditionalists too much!
again?).
We have not yet discussed the
The new pendant lights are
possibility of a drinks licence
now more or less chosen,
but this could be an option
subject to testing on site.
with the new facilities and
These are a bit of a ‘committee secure storage areas so it
compromise’ design-wise. In
would be interesting to hear
addition to these lights there
members’ opinions on this
are also to be LED spots
idea.
uplighting areas of the ceiling We are also dispensing with
offering a more subdued
the ugly and perennially untidy
lighting option for social
cupboards and leaflet display
functions.

Practical matters
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£46,000 in mid-September

shelves in favour of display
carousels, yet to be sourced.
The tenants and other room
hirers have all been notified of
the anticipated start date as
has the owner of the
neighbouring building,
Humberstone House, who was
kind enough to agree we could
have a fire escape route across
his rear car park. It is not too
soon to emphasise that this fire
exit will be only for emergency
use and NOT for access or
ventilation.
During the works period the
events advertised for Secular
Hall on Sunday evenings will
be held in the ballroom on the
first floor, so please tell your
friends and associates that
coming down for a meeting will
also give them a chance to see
the magnificent Victorian
design upstairs.
As we delve deeper into the
detail it becomes ever clearer
that there will be minor
hiccups but the major issues
have been dealt with, I believe.
Harry Perry

Forthcoming events
Sunday 8th September, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: A journey around José Saramago. Margaret Jull
Costa, the translator of Nobel Prize winning author José Saramago, examines the inspiration behind the
brilliant novels of this Portuguese anarcho-communist.
Sunday 15th September, 10.30am - 4.30pm, Secular Hall: Heritage Open Day. Featuring a new
exhibition in various media on the history of the Hall and the Society, made possible with ‘All Our
Stories’ Heritage Lottery funding. Just drop in.
Sunday 15th September, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Country house living; at home with the
Gimsons. Barley Roscoe tells of the lives of Sydney and Jeannie Gimson (her great-grandparents) in
Stoneywell Cottage, designed by Ernest Gimson of the Arts and Crafts movement.
Tuesday 17th September, 7.30 pm, Parcel Yard bar (next to the railway station): Navigating
the monetary breakdown. Detlev Schlichter. Skeptics in the Pub. Non LSS event.
Sunday 22nd September, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Tackling poverty through our beliefs.
Through our beliefs and concern for social justice we can help tackle poverty in our cities. Salma Ravat
of the Islamic Society of Britain, Eat ’n Meet and One Roof, Leicester.
Sunday 29th September, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Memoirs of an Asian football casual. Riaz
Khan, the author, talks about his book in this event jointly sponsored with the Trades Council and
Leicester’s ‘Everybody’s Reading’ movement.
Sunday 6th October, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Leo Tolstoy and Christian anarchism. Dr
Alexandre Christoyannopoulos of Loughborough University examines Tolstoy’s anti-church and antistate interpretation of Jesus’s teachings.
Sunday 13th October, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Sleep. Prof. James Horne of the Sleep Research
Centre, Loughborough University, reports on research into sleep at this world-leading institution in
sleep research. No dozing off in this one!
Sunday 20th October, 6.45pm for 7.15pm, Secular Hall: Concert, flute and piano. Jonathan
Wakefield (flute) and Natalie Harnett (piano), with Harriet Daghorn (singer and narrator). From C P E
Bach to Briccialdi; from Rutter to Ridout; topped off with Borne’s sparkling Fantaisie Brilliante on
Themes from Bizet’s Carmen. £8 on the door, £6 members and concessions.
Sunday 27th October, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: For the common good. Some thoughts on Catholic
social teaching. Patricia Stoat, Chair of the Nottingham Diocese Justice and Peace Commission.

Better off not going to meetings?
As a member who can only get to the occasional meeting I
look forward to the Leicester Secularist for reports on
speakers and as my main source of information about the
Society’s splendid efforts to promote secularism.
I therefore read with interest the two reports on William Baldet’s
‘Prevent’ presentation in the August edition (Secularist No. 53).
Hamish Whiteley’s report was measured and informative about a
subject I knew too little about.
In contrast, whilst Dave Ray’s report made a number of points
with which I have some sympathy, how sad that he proudly claims
to have made the speaker uncomfortable by ‘smiling and raising
my eyebrows‘ and then asks, ‘is it any wonder that I laughed?’
Well, actually, Dave, the answer to that question is yes, it is a
wonder that an adult should behave in this way, for two reasons:
First, it is quite simply extremely rude to laugh at an invited
speaker, however much you disagree with their views.
Secondly, reasoned adult debate achieves far more than behaving
like a self-satisfied and self-serving 13-year-old showing off to his
classmates by trying to wind up the teacher (or, like David
Cameron at Prime Minister’s Question Time, smirking and scoring
cheap political points rather than answering the question).
Am I better off not trying to get to meetings if this is the way
members behave?
Yours in sadness
David Kimmins
Leicester Secularist 3

Many thanks to members
Frank and Felicity Dewhurst,
Nita Odedra, Stephen Foster,
Roy Davies, Jill Friedmann,
CND and several others for all
the book donations!
We now have an exceptional
stock to display and sell on Open
Day, Sunday 15th September
10.30am - 4.30pm, hopefully
outside the Hall under the
gazebo provided on permanent
loan by John Catt.
Do come along and browse, there
are some real bargains to be had
and it will all help to pay for the
Minimod!
Thank you all for your support.

Our Leicester
Sunday 25th August saw a huge range of
Leicester’s voluntary not-for-profit
organisations literally set out their stalls in the
covered market.
Leicester Secular Society was part of this celebration
of Leicester’s civil society, showing passers-by and
other active citizens a bit about our Society’s
activities, distributing literature and engaging in
good-natured discussion.
Several members took time out of the endless parade
of cycling Skyriders to stop by and have a chat too.
Apart from our own stall it was also good to see
another dozen or more LSS members manning stalls
of other organisations they support like City of
Sanctuary, Unlock Democracy, Republic, Red
Leicester Choir, Water Aid, Home-Start, etc.
Well done to all, and many thanks to the City Council
Acting Chair of LSS Eleanor Davidson (right) was one of for making it all possible.
seven volunteers who helped out on the LSS stall at
Harry Perry
Our Leicester Day in the covered market.

Girl Guides stand firm
beliefs’.
Girlguiding UK is
standing firm over the
In one radio interview for
new secular Promise
BBC 3 Counties, Church of
despite condemnation
England General Synod
from reactionary
member Alison Ruoff
Christians.
suggested God would
‘remove his blessing from
Christian Guide leaders in
the UK’ if the new pledge
Harrogate have backed
was introduced.
down after initially
refusing to introduce the
Prominent church leaders
new secular Promise.
also called for Guides to
be prevented from using
The Guide leaders, who are
Church premises.
all members of the local
United Reformed Church,
Despite the controversy,
had told volunteer leader
Chief Guide Gill Slocombe
Jem Henderson that they
said the response to the
would be sticking with the
Abi Salter (right), County Commissioner for Girlguiding new Promise had been
previous promise which
‘overwhelmingly positive’
Leicestershire, at Our Leicester Day with a couple of
includes the phrase ‘to
helpers, said they are 100% behind the new Promise. and the complaints it had
love my God’. However,
received from members
‘It’s all about being inclusive’, she says.
following a meeting with
represented ‘significantly
Girlguiding UK, the St Paul’s
less
than
1%’ of their
Harrogate troop has now agreed of condemnation, saying: ‘These membership.
women should be commended for
to use the new secular promise.
She confirmed that all members
standing up to the forced
The refusal to implement the new secularisation of the Guiding
must use the secular Promise
Promise made national headlines movement.’
after 1st September.
after Ms Henderson contacted
Jem Henderson commented: ‘All
Girlguiding UK updated their
the NSS seeking support.
I wanted out of this was for the
promise after a public
The former Bishop of Rochester, consultation involving nearly
troops to accept the secular
Michael Nazir-Ali, called on
promise. My friends and people
44,000 people from inside and
Christian Guide leaders to rebel
outside the organisation, showed around me are very proud of me
against what he called ‘secular
for standing up for what I believe
that different wording was
totalitarianism’, and suggested
in.’
needed for the promise to be
the organisation could split if it
inclusive of all girls, of all faiths
NSS Bulletin
refused to compromise and allow and none.
http://www.secularism.org.uk/
two pledges. Andrea Minichiello
The
updated
Promise
replaces
news/2013/08/girl-guides-standWilliams, CEO of Christian
the
phrase
‘to
love
my
God’
with
firm-despite-christianConcern, joined the small chorus
‘be true to myself and develop my condemnation
Leicester Secularist 4

HERITAGE OPEN DAY 2013
SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER
LEICESTER SECULAR HALL
Open to the public 10.30am – 4.30pm
There will be a new exhibition of work in progress
on the history of the Hall and the Society, which
has been made possible with help from ‘All Our
Stories’ Heritage Lottery funding.
Displays
The early years of the Society and the Opening of the
Hall
Key events from the Society’s history to the year 2000
Audio
‘Secularists Speaking’ - extracts from
interviews with members (past and present)

recorded

Video
New footage and interviews prepared for our
documentary on the Society in wartime which will chart
the history of the Society and its members through the
early years of the twentieth century
Tours of the building available every half-hour throughout the day, with an
opportunity to view recently uncovered Victorian tiles
Free light refreshments throughout the day

Advertiser’s Announcement

Advertiser’s Announcement

The Real Cost of Drone Warfare
Tuesday 8th October 7.30 - 9pm
MKA Centre, 1 Connaught Street, Leicester LE2 IFJ
Speakers include Maya Evans from Voices for Creative Non Violence, who has seen the effects of drones in
Afghanistan, and Penny Walker, one of the Waddington Six who broke into the Lincoln RAF base in June
from where the armed Reaper drone is now controlled.
The Muslim Khatri Association Centre is wheelchair accessible.
This event is organised by Leicester CND in association with the Drone Campaign Network.
Leicester Secularist 5

Sex education and the exploitation of teenage girls
If you can’t understand the
Taliban’s anti-education
attitude, then I suggest you
look no further than our
attitude to sex education.
The Netherlands has one of the
lowest rates of unwanted teenage
pregnancies in the world; we and
the USA have amongst the
highest. [http://
internationalcomparisons.org/
intl_comp_files/sheet010.htm]
I worked for 15 years in the
Netherlands, and saw first-hand
the results of their traditional and
enlightened attitude to sex
education: women possessed of
self-respect and self-confidence,
based on a thorough
understanding of their own drives
and those of men, this bolstered
by an education curriculum that
teaches an interpersonal
relationship regime based on
empathy and respect. Dutch
women stand up straight, head
up, and look one unabashed in
the eye, with an ‘anything you
throw at me I can deal with’
attitude.
To begin with, families in Holland
regard it is as their duty to teach
their children about all the facts
of life, in full detail, before they
reach the age of puberty. A 10-

or 11-year-old girl, with a full sex
drive urging her on, and basically
ignorant of the ‘full facts of life’,
is a phenomenon of which our
society should be ashamed: her

One of the last pieces of
legislation that our previous
government placed before
Parliament was a sex education
act closely based on Dutch
practice. Naturally, it was
chucked out at the behest of the
religious lobby.
Now for the controversial bit. An
initial success for the newly
formed Salvation Army, in the
late nineteenth century, was to
persuade Parliament to raise the
age of consent from 13 to 16.
This was needed because the bad
nutrition following on from
industrialisation and the
explosive growth and
overcrowding of cities meant that
the age of puberty had risen
dramatically. My mother, born in
1901, once told me that she was
18 years old before puberty set
in, upon which she was informed
of the ‘facts of life’. Now, with
decent nutrition levels, the age at
Photo: www.parenthub.au
which puberty sets in has
lauded ‘innocence’ is an
returned to more natural levels;
indication of how badly she’s
yet no one suggests returning the
been let down. That the families age of consent to its
take the initiative in initial sex
previous, also more
education for their children
natural, level. It’s too
means that Dutch teenagers have convenient a stick to
no problem talking over problems beat men with.
in such matters with close adults Wilf Gaunt
around them.

Criminalising free speech
The government’s Lobbying
Bill is being rushed through
to resounding protests from
many organisations that are
affected. The full title is the
‘Transparency of Lobbying, NonParty Campaigning and Trade
Union Administration Bill’ so its
scope ranges way beyond cases
like the scandals that led to its
inclusion in the Con-Dem
Coalition Agreement. While
hardly touching them, it
massively curtails the ability of
organisations like charities and
trade unions to campaign on their
members’ concerns at the time
when it matters most – in the runup to general elections.
It does this in two ways:
• by severely controlling
spending (and requiring a
costly bureaucracy to account

curtailed, thus emasculating the
government’s major opposition
• by creating uncertainty over
party.
what is covered (leading to
All these organisations will find
cautious underspending for
themselves forking out their
fear of criminal prosecution).
members’ subscriptions and
As an example, Owen Jones
public donations on accountants
points out that, as a political
and lawyers, on defending
party, the BNP can spend over
themselves in the courts, and on
£18m in its election campaign,
while Hope Not Hate is restricted fines. Meanwhile, big business
remains pretty free to spend the
to 2% of this – just £390,000.
profit it obscurely taxes out of
The peace and environmental
you and me on lavish dinners for
campaigns of Stop The War,
ministers.
CND, Greenpeace and RSPB are
More from TUC (bit.ly/17aiy3T);
affected. Clearly, it would also
Michael Meacher
cover our secular campaigns
(bit.ly/1edNPH3); Greenpeace
against faith schools and other
constitutional religious privilege. (bit.ly/1dL7Tmk);
Oxfam
But the major attack is on trade
(bit.ly/14fXYB8); Hope
unions, already among the most
Not Hate
regulated in Europe. Their
(bit.ly/14i7yS8).
support for the Labour (or any
Frank Friedmann
other) party will be massively
for it); and
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Anyone for church on Sundays?
Ms Evans afterwards and they
I was invited by a good friend ‘Starman’ with lyrics up on a
screen plus pictures to go along are happy to travel and put on
to an atheist church in
with the song. The feeling was
similar events around the
London. The Sunday
immediately celebratory and
country with the idea of kickAssembly’s (http://
starting local groups.
sundayassembly.com/) flyers fun.
vie with those of the
There were more songs to sing
I didn’t grow up with the
evangelicals in
enjoyment of a
Bethnal Green in
community based
the East End,
around religion or
offering a service
gatherings and
for people who
rituals that I miss. I
want to ‘live
can see how this
better, help often
gathering might fill
and wonder more’.
a hole for some
We met in the big
when they leave
old York Hall often
religion. It was
now used for
more than just
boxing matches.
fixing a deficit for
With hundreds of
me: it was fun and
people filing in to
friendly and added
Photo: http://jto.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/
a new and rapidly
to my life a bit.
wn20130317a2a-870x579.jpg
expanding
The Sunday
gathering it
along to and a quartet singing to Assembly does what I hope for
seemed like a suitable spot.
us too. Astronomer Andrew
from secularism: the good
Pontzen gave a short illustrated things that religion does without
They take an amount from
talk. Our host on stage,
church services with readings
the unsustainable beliefs,
comedian Pippa Evans, sounded repression, sectarianism and
and songs, tea and fellowship
and simply dispense with dogma confident when she spoke her
other things we rightly criticise.
piece and I was pleased how
and religious belief. The local
I think it adds to the other
honest she was on not being
Unitarians have been
things that we do well such as
much interested in science while debates and campaigns rather
advertising for some time that
still appreciating the wonder of than replaces them. I can be an
they do a very similar thing
while still including ‘spirituality’. the universe.
angry atheist. I try to be
constructive. The Sunday
The band on stage welcomed us There was a collection and
Assembly spoke to my
and there were smiling people to encouragement to meet those
seated near us. We ended with joy and appreciation
show us to a seat. I spotted a
of real life, the
tea and biscuits and milling
few friends on the way in. This
universe and
around chatting with people I
morning had a theme of
stargazing so we started singing got on with and then we headed friendship.
out into the sunshine. I spoke to Grant Denkinson
along to David Bowie’s

And a note from
the BHA
Thanks so much for agreeing
to pass on the details of the
Sunday Assembly to your
humanist groups. We would
love to hear from anyone who
would like to start their own
godless congregation that
celebrates life.
Across the country there are
groups that want to set up their
own Sunday Assembly, and we
would love to connect them with
interested parties from the BHA.
The Sunday Assembly started in
January this year in London, and

has, accidentally, become a
global movement (here is some
press about it in The Guardian,
The New York Times, the BBC,
The Australian, Le Monde, or Der
Spiegel).
There are already Assemblies in
Melbourne, New York and
Bristol, with hundreds of
volunteers trying to start their
own.
In order to help them do that
Pippa Evans and I are going on a
tour called 40 Dates and 40
Nights: The Roadshow in
which, over the course of two
months, we will visit the 40 towns
and cities across the US, Europe,
UK and Australia where there is
Leicester Secularist 7

the most demand.
There are already organising
committees in Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Nottingham,
Birmingham, Bristol, Exeter,
Oxford, Cambridge, Manchester,
Newcastle, Leeds, Guildford,
Reading, Sheffield, Southampton,
and Woking to name but a few.
If you are interested in starting
one please email
sanderson@sundayassembly.com,
and I can put you in touch with
your local group.
Thanks so much for your time
and all the best,
Sanderson

One community or many?
Suleman Nagdi is the PR Officer for the
Federation of Muslim Organisations (FMO),
an umbrella body for some 200 organisations
in Leicester and Leicestershire. The FMO runs
a variety of activities, including a Madrasah
safeguarding project and Radio Ramadhan which
broadcasts annually through the fasting month of
Ramadhan. He also ran
for the post of Police and
Crime Commissioner in
2012. On Sunday 1st
September he addressed
the Society to explain the
background to the
diversity of Leicester’s
Muslims, asking ‘is this
one community or many?’
He said that to understand
the Muslim community we
must first understand the
journeys they have taken
in their lives. Suleman
himself is from Central
Africa and has lived in
Malawi, Zimbabwe,
Zambia and South Africa.
He arrived in the UK in
1976 and met up in Blackburn with his first cousins
from India. He soon discovered that even such
close members of a Muslim family had vastly
different cultures, the one rural and concerned
with the size of their sugar cane crop, the other
from a trading community wanting to establish
themselves in a corner shop in the UK.
Immigrant Asians from Africa had an advantage
over those from India. They had been educated in
schools on the British pattern, spoke English
fluently and had an awareness of British business
practices. They did not come to the UK for
economic advancement (pull factors) so much as
political pressures (push factors).
In those days there was little talk of the need for
‘community cohesion’. Asians tended to mix
together whatever their backgrounds. Hindu, Sikh,
Shia and Sunni lived in the same areas, kids going
to the same schools and all mixing with the host
community. The Muslim community became even
more diverse in the 1990s and 2000s as Muslims
from Bosnia, Afghanistan and Iraq arrived, often
traumatised by civil wars and religious strife,
followed by Somalis, in the main from the
Netherlands and Scandinavia.
Although there was some resentment from the host
community, and ‘white flight’ from areas like
Highfields, this has eased as early settlers,
becoming more affluent, have also moved out into
Evington, then Oadby and Great Glen, increasing
everyday interactions not only through living side
by side but also working with each other in
professional environments.
Nowadays he hears the same comments about
unwanted immigrants from settled generations as

was heard from whites years ago. Thus, he argues,
we are all involved in cultural evolution; our
perceptions and notions of identity change over
time. When asked by a female journalist whether
he is British first or Muslim first he answered with
a rhetorical question – ‘are you a woman first or a
journalist first?’ In a conversation with a white
Australian republican he
found himself defending
the monarchy and says
that most Muslims feel the
same – proud of being
British. As an aside he
declared that the hate
preachers and
fundamentalists are a
small minority within the
Muslim population – just a
few hundred nationwide.
Returning to the theme of
segregated schooling he
noted that in some areas
of Leicester around 80%
of the kids are from
Muslim families so local
schools follow the same
pattern. He had
experienced segregated schooling in Zimbabwe
and was aware of segregation in the apartheid
system. He is now having discussions with others
to set up a free school where kids from all
backgrounds would mix together.
Suleman knows there is some fear about an alleged
drive to establish Sharia law in Britain. He asserts
that Islam is a law-based religion – having more
rules than any other – and Sharia requires
obedience to the laws of the land where Muslims
live. It is not a parallel legal system. He once told
a local leader of the English Defence League that
in this country Sharia is only advisory and people
who go to so-called Sharia courts are not obliged to
follow the advice they are given. While some have
called for the EDL to be banned he opposes this
and believes that talking about differences is more
productive. On the other hand he argues that
some Muslims must ‘market’ themselves
differently, not as separatists but as part of the
British community. Like all of us he is concerned
about the way some parts of the media portray
Muslims. Locally, he feels, Radio Leicester and the
Leicester Mercury are more balanced than the
sensationalist red-top nationals.
He said it was wrong of governments to attempt to
deal with Muslims as if they were a homogeneous
group. There were huge differences in culture and
behaviour.
As regards those who do fall into the extremist
camp he argued that they tend to come from
difficult backgrounds, which is why he has worked
for many years and continues to work with the
(continues on next page)
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The role of our Secular Society
Gillian Lighton has, as you
should know, been gathering
material for an exhibition
detailing the history of the
Society and our building. I
think this is both a creditable
thing to do and useful. You
may ask, ‘how is it useful?’
The answer is not difficult to
explain. It’s useful because it
demonstrates exactly how some
residents of Leicester saw
themselves being denied their
democratic rights by a powerful
group in the community who set
out to exercise their power to
continue to rule by tyrannical
methods. Matters came to a
head around 1875 when the
Society attempted to hire a room
where they might meet and were
denied their right to do so. This
spurred members to set about
collecting the money to construct
the building that our Board is in
the process of updating.
At that time the established
church with the connivance of the
government in power maintained
a stranglehold on the education
system and set out to suppress a

view of the world that showed the
teachings of that church to be
little better than nonsense. We
all know of Darwin, hailed as a
great genius, though we don’t
hear so much of Lyell and
geological evidence, or the fact
that George Eliot’s translation of
D. F. Strauss’s The Life of Jesus
Critically Examined had a major
impact on rationalist thought of
the day. I could go into much
more detail but for brevity’s sake,
Leicester Secular Society grew
out of dissent at what was clearly
a biblical mythology. The King
James Bible was designed to
prolong the life of an outdated
form of government not suited to
the new social structure created
by the burgeoning industrial
revolution.
As any rationalist might be
inclined to ask, how is this
relevant today? We don’t have to
look far to see that the power of
the Church has waned to the
point where it’s nothing more
than a rump of what it was when
our Society was formed. The
Archbishop gets the odd spot on

the telly when he waffles
hypocritically about peace, moral
right and ‘Make Poverty History’
but the real power of the Church
is insignificant compared with the
past. The once impressive
vicarages that dominate villages
all over the UK are no longer
church property and the second
son of aristocratic families cannot
expect a sinecure paid for by
obsequious villagers. Times have
changed. The media and publicly
owned educational institutions
have expanded and taken over
from the Church, moulding
popular belief through
censorship, dissimulation, false
information, advertising and
downright lies to suit a tyrannous
controlling elite.
As a consequence the role of our
Society has changed but I would
argue that the need for its
existence is every bit as great as
it was in its heyday
during the turbulent
years of the industrial
revolution.
Dave Ray

Commemoration of
Roy Watts’ death

from Trades Council member
Alan Stanley. Roy was a member
of Leicester Secular Society at
the time of his death and the
current President (Harry Perry)
will speak, and then another
member, Eleanor Davidson, will
read La Pasionaria’s farewell
speech. I will read a message
from the International Brigade
Memorial Trust, then Ann Green
of Leicester Trades Council will
read a poem by Francesca Beard,
‘Witness as hero’. I will then
read a speech by Bob Doyle, ‘La

lucha continúa’, which will make
our position clear and relevant in
today's politics. We end with
‘The Internationale’!
This agenda was arranged
yesterday, and agreed by me with
the Trades Council, and may
change but only in minor ways,
for example the order
of speakers.
We welcome all to
attend.
Lyn Hurst

This event will take place at
the International Brigade
memorial stone in Peace
Walk, Victoria Park, Leicester
(near the war memorial) at
6pm on Wednesday 25th
September, which is the 75th
anniversary of the death of
Roy Watts at the battle of the
Ebro in 1938.
The opening introduction will be

Annual Charles Bradlaugh
commemoration

Members of LSS are invited to
then join them on their coach
when they leave Secular Hall at
Fellow secularists from The
1.30pm for Northampton.
Conway Hall Ethical Society
Tributes will be paid at
in London are visiting Secular Bradlaugh’s statue at 3pm, and
Hall on 29th September on
then we’ll all have tea.
their way to Northampton for Hopefully they will attend our
the annual Charles Bradlaugh evening event* before heading
commemoration.
back to London. Please advise if
They’ll be arriving in Leicester at you’d like a place saving on the
11.30am, and are looking
coach. It’ll be great if as many
forward to a tour of the Hall and people as possible turn up to
meeting like-minded individuals. give them a welcome.
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Please contact
chair@leicestersecularsociety.or
g.uk to book a place.
Eleanor Davidson
*Evening event: Riaz Khan,
Memoirs of an Asian Football
Casual. Jointly sponsored by
Everybody’s
Reading / Leicester
Secular Society /
TUC.

‘Republic’ does not equal ‘democracy’
Eleanor Davidson’s report of
the ‘Republic’ Annual
Conference and the meeting
in Leicester which followed it,
aiming to set up a ‘Republic
Leicestershire’ group, left me
very disappointed. I too am in
favour of a republic rather
than the present medieval
constitutional situation. In
particular the monarchy is closely
tied in to the idea of top-down
social relations, with a ludicrous
aristocracy encouraging the idea
that hierarchy is the natural state
of affairs. The monarchy, then, is
profoundly anti-democratic – in
what it represents rather than
what it actually does. Where I
part company with the approach
reported by Eleanor is in the
emphasis on the ‘royals’ as such
rather than monarchy as a
concept. The ‘royals’ are in this
respect part of a much wider
ideology constantly promoted by
the capitalist press which exalts
any form of ‘celebrity’. They do
not essentially differ from pop
stars or football heroes. Their
ideological function is to exalt
inequality as a good thing. The

monarchy, however, operates at a
more fundamental level –
legitimising the whole business of
a Prime Minister reporting to the
monarch and a Privy Council
reporting to nobody. This, rather
than the cavortings of the royal
family and hangers-on, is where
the challenge to democracy really
lies.
So fine: in opposing monarchy I
am upholding democracy. But
the reverse does not follow.
Advocating a republic does not,
necessarily and of itself,
guarantee democracy – either
political or social. If anyone
doubts this they have only to cast
their gaze across the Atlantic.
The state which sees itself as the
greatest democracy – and
republic – on earth is quite
obviously no such thing. One of
the speakers talks of ‘people
living on the streets’. Does the
lady concerned seriously believe
that people do not live on the
streets in a republic? Does she
think no one lives on the streets
in the US of A? Has ‘Republic’
never heard of ‘banana
republics’? Have they forgotten

that Chile under Pinochet was
still a republic? Or that Burma is
a republic? No, the point is not
the absence of monarchy. The
point is the presence of
democracy. People who carry on
about republics and
republicanism are quite simply
missing the point. When the
Parliamentarians in the
seventeenth century cut off the
head of a king they did not
introduce a democracy: they
simply replaced royalist tyranny
with (effectively) republican
tyranny. In France ‘Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity’ was
pretty quickly replaced by
totalitarian terror. The republic
became so unpopular among the
masses that they eventually
turned to an Emperor.
So a republic, by itself, solves
nothing in terms of democracy
and social justice.
What we need is not
‘Republic
Leicestershire’ but
‘Democracy Now’!
Doug Holly

As part of Leicester’s
‘Everybody’s Reading’ Week
Memoirs of An Asian Football Casual
Riaz Khan talks about his book
and experiences
Leicester Secular Hall
6.30pm, Sunday 29th
September 2013
Jointly sponsored with
Everybody’s Reading and
Leicester Trades Council
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With thanks for Dave Ray's laughter
and Edward Snowden's courage ...
E.S. Meets ET
in the name of country
in the name of wrong
they profess a caring
for a nameless throng
they delight in power
chapters, codes, per verse
citing well honed treaties
droning out the worst
why not take a submarine
since they rule the skies
with their pacifying wings
sharp'ning knives with lies
in the name of freedom
in the name of choice
they regale surveillance
cherishing your voice
even space is tempered
fortresses of steal
making wealth of who we are
glazed patriotic zeal
Bobba Cass
readers to consider volunteering as
Independent Custody Visitors.
After a spell of training ICVs are able
Once again my month has
to visit police station custody suites
been taken up mainly in
up to half a dozen times each year to
continuing preparations for
check that prisoners are being
the mini modernisation
properly treated. It is an important
project, with the emphasis
role that plays a key part in achieving
swinging very much onto final and maintaining the highest
detailed design issues and the standards of treatment of prisoners
practical arrangements for
that we all want to see.
clearing stuff from the ground Our Leicester Day is mentioned
floor on Monday 16th
earlier in the journal. It was a great
September - just one day to do day for Leicester with thousands of
cyclists doing Skyride, hundreds of
it between the Open Day on
people staffing stalls in the market
the Sunday and the start of
and thousands more Leicester folk
works on the Tuesday!
enjoying all the other activities
But it all seems under control …
available around the town. Thanks to
The need for an extra Board meeting all those LSS members who ensured
to discuss an important question also we had such a strong presence.
impinged on my time and what with
The Board report on the back page
one thing and another the Secularist mentions our discussions on the need
has been the casualty - late coming
for Board renewal at the coming
out and perhaps too little attention
AGM. It is already clear that new
given over to securing good copy for people will be needed to fill vacant
publication.
seats and I would urge committed
My second attendance at the Police
members to consider standing. Over
Policy Advisory Group on Race and
recent years we have been fortunate
Equality led to the invitation printed in obtaining the services of several
on the top left of this page, for
talented individuals prepared to put

President’s column

Leicester Secularist 12

some effort into the Society and it is
vital that we maintain the momentum
produced by this input. The Minimod
will provide a launch pad for a
number of new initiatives in the use
of the Hall so please don’t let it be
wasted by underuse or neglect.
Board membership requires more
than just turning up once each month
for a discussion. We must have
people willing to take on
responsibilities to shoulder some of
the tasks needing to be done - and
some that have not hitherto been
undertaken at all. The more active
members we have the less each
person will have to do. A consensual
and collegiate ethos is paramount as
is the ability to stick to the point!
My third Radio Leicester thought for
the day on ‘the Golden Rule’ showed
a bit of improvement in technique, I
thought, so perhaps the next one will
also be less hurried and a bit more
enjoyable to listen to! If you ever
catch one of these, at 06.45 in the
morning, I’d be grateful for
constructive criticism.
Thank you for your support.
Harry Perry

Secularism in action
I would like to thank the
Leicester Secular Society
for giving me the
opportunity to talk at a
Sunday evening meeting
in July. I wanted to
get over the
message that the
new organisation
called ‘Friends of
Evington’ is all
about secularism in
action.
Secularism is the
struggle for
democracy, for
human rights and
for a society free
from religious
privilege. If you can
create this on a
small scale then that is
secularism in action.

behind this, lots is going on
helped on by the Royal
Horticultural Society’s scheme
of developing ‘It’s Your
Neighbourhood’ groups, which
can be people coming together

for really small or really large
projects. Downing Drive now
has its own group that meets
In Evington, we have been
for discussion and is using
encouraging people to come
church rooms for community
together, garden together and
development purposes, etc.
form groups to improve the
Another group is discussing
local area. Then for that time in
how to organise a ‘walking bus’
that place you have a secular
to a local primary school, while
group. This sounds simplistic,
another group is discussing
but there is a lot of organising
with all stakeholders what they
behind the scenes to make this
would like a proposed new
happen.
mosque to be like and what the
When I was at the University of mosque could offer the local
Surrey over forty years ago, I
community. Another group is
spent a lot of time in coffee bars organising Heritage Open Days
discussing how to change the
while another is taking the first
world and various ideas of
steps in raising ideas for
Utopia! Years later and with
developing a medieval moated
hopefully more experience, I
site. All these activities come
think that an argument by the
under the umbrella of the newly
philosopher Michael Oakeshott formed charity, Friends of
was perceptive when he said
Evington, a group that
changing things is best done
developed and broke away from
through small-scale social
being totally associated with
engineering. I also add that
their local park. Friends of
this needs to be combined with Evington allows the groups’
remembering what the
independence by providing
Cheshire cat said to Alice, ‘keep them with £10,000,000 public
your temper’!
liability insurance, but through
the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’
This is what I think is
scheme an independent judge
happening in Evington. If you
assesses each group’s progress
walk through the village, the
only visible signs of change are once a year and gives feedback.
pots of colourful flowers, but
Soon Friends of Evington will
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also be offering groups a small
Neighbourhood Centre for
meetings, as the first steps have
been taken to gain access to the
ground floor of Evington Park
House.
The photograph shows
Parks Officer Rachael
Lawton handing over a
set of keys to Evington
Park House to me
(representing the local
community through
Friends of Evington). In
the photograph from left
to right are: Cllr. Baljit
Singh (Councillor for
Evington ward), Rachael
Lawton, John Sergeant,
Helen Pettman and Jane
Ushwell (Senior Parks
Officer).
Councillor Singh said:
‘My most sincere and
grateful thanks go to all
involved in the project which
promotes the joint collaboration
of Park Services and
Community Services of the City
Council. This has been a longawaited enterprise, and one
which will increase council and
public involvement and allow
community partnerships to
flourish in Evington.’
John Sergeant (Vice-Chair of
Friends of Evington) said, ‘We
look forward to planning
together and encouraging good
usage of this resource, so that
everybody is a winner.’
The Friends of Evington’s
campaigns go on.

•

A campaign for local
democracy

•

A campaign for a
Neighbourhood Centre. We are
happy to use churches and
mosque buildings for secular
things, but we needed Evington
Park House as a secular space.

•

A campaign for
school gardening

•

A campaign for
road safety outside
schools.
Helen Pettman

Humanity
as local authority support is lost
through cuts.
On top of this, with regard to
religious education, he has
proposed a national curriculum
centrally determined by
churches, faith groups and
government in place of locally
agreed syllabuses. There is
something to be said for this, but
he goes on: ‘You can’t really do
comparative
religion without
I reported in the
having a faith that
June 2013
you know in
edition on the
depth.
We need
evidence from
to
study
one
the 2013 AGM of
subject
in
depth
the National
…
it
makes
sense
Association of
in
most
places
to
Standing
have
Christianity
Advisory
as the main
Councils on
subject, so we
Religious
want to put more
Education – here
effort into
is more:
producing really
RE is under
good material for
threat and is
Christianity.’ The
being
Church would
marginalised:
make available
http://
the teaching
bit.ly/19XvRpf
materials already
All Party
Nevertheless, there is a grave
prepared for its voluntary-aided
Parliamentary Group on
danger that establishment and
church schools, which set their
Religious Education reports on
privilege may give us more of the own RE syllabus.
the neglect of the subject:
same – or worse:
Finally: humanity is for
http://bit.ly/15cQGJh
The Chair of the Church of
everyone, and getting to know
Religious leaders don’t represent
England Board of Education
one another is a vital part of it,
religious people: http://
(John Pritchard, Bishop of
so I hope that we will get a good
bit.ly/1d4re0k
Oxford) has revealed that the
attendance at these coming talks
British youth reject religion:
Church of England has reached
(with the prospect of being
http://bit.ly/11ZnR4U
agreement with the government invited back!).
Discussion is going on across the that it can admit non-faith
Sunday 22nd September:
schools as members of its chains ‘Tackling poverty through our
county at all levels.
I shall be doing my bit by leading of academies and that bishops
beliefs’, how through our beliefs
a discussion at the next meeting will be able to appoint governors and concern for social justice we
to them.
of Leicester Standing Advisory
can help tackle poverty and
He expected many small village
Council on Religious Education
deprivation in our cities
(SACRE) as well as continuing to primary schools to want to join
together. Salma Ravat, Islamic
academy trusts led by its
attend meetings elsewhere
Society of Britain, Eat’n’Meet,
schools.
(http://bit.ly/131hvEM).
One Roof Leicester.
It is important to recognise that He went on: ‘Dioceses have the Sunday 27th October: For the
concern to get away from the old privilege and opportunity to put Common Good – some thoughts
local church and local school
RE is widespread amongst
on Catholic social teaching.
into the same box, as it were,
Patricia Stoat, Chair
religious people as well as nonand say that’s where the mission of the Nottingham
religious.
of the Church lies.’
Diocese Justice and
The re-online website has an
Peace Commission.
And note that non-faith schools
active discussion ‘Café’, http://
could become dependent on the Allan Hayes
bit.ly/16C4yBP and invited my
Church of England for services
thinkpiece, Life and Humanity,

Education continues to be
my main focus.
The current crisis in
religious education (RE) is
providing an opportunity to
transform it into something
more acceptable – a course
based on humanity and life.
This is an argument that we
must win for the good of
everyone.

http://bit.ly/13j0kds. It is part of
the Cullham Saint Gabriel’s
Trust, http://bit.ly/1cJmdHX, the
director of which, Mark Chater,
is co-author of the book Does
Religious Education Have a
Future?, http://amzn.to/14vzIXr,
which concludes, ‘If RE fails to
transform itself … then it will
deserve to die.’
So we have allies.
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The latest issue
of
The Pink Humanist
The latest issue of the The
Pink Humanist – the online
magazine published by UK gay
humanist charity the Pink
Triangle Trust – has been
published. Click here to read.
Please note that there are several
ways to read it. The easiest is to
click on the 4th icon that appears
in the black bar near the bottom
right-hand corner of your screen
(a rectangle overlapping two
smaller rectangles). This
enlarges the magazine’s cover.
You can now scroll through the
entire magazine by clicking on
and dragging down the lozengeshaped scrolling bar on the righthand side.

The magazine’s contents include
‘From Russia with Hate’ which
examines what, if anything, can
be accomplished by boycotting
Russian goods and the 2014
Sochi Winter Olympics as a
means of protesting at the wave
of homophobia that is sweeping
the country.
There is a report on the fear that
has overtaken gay rights
campaigners in Cameroon
following the brutal murder of
activist Eric Lembembe. There is
an article reacting to the planned
pardon of the British
mathematician Alan Turing
(http://www.turing.org.uk/) who
was convicted of homosexual acts
in 1952, subjected to chemical
castration, and committed suicide
in 1954. The article refers to
criticism of the forthcoming
Turing biopic, The Imitation

Islamic TV channels
fined for
hatemongering

masthead on its website proclaims
that it is ‘Spreading love, peace
and harmony across the globe’.
On a programme called Message
from Mustafa, the presenter
Allama Muhammad Farooq Nizami
The media regulator Ofcom
was asked by a caller what
has imposed fines on two
punishment was due to anyone
Islamic satellite TV channels
insulting Islam. Nizami replied:
for hatemongering.
‘One has to choose one's own
Noor TV, which broadcasts from
method. Our way is the peaceful
Birmingham, was fined £85,000
way but when someone crosses the
after a presenter launched a rant
limits, faith-based emotions are
saying that it was every Muslim's
instigated. The mission of our life
duty to murder anyone who insults is to protect the sanctity of our
the prophet Muhammad. A large
beloved Lord. May Allah accept us

Game, for trying to push the gay
atheist hero ‘back into the closet’.
There is also a detailed report of
President Obama’s recent visit to
three African countries, and the
fury following his defence of gay
rights in Muslim Senegal.
The editor looks at a row that
erupted in American Catholic
circles over the use of a Catholic
church for a scene in the
Liberace biopic Beyond the
Candelabra, and reviews this.
Other items include news that a
lawsuit alleging ‘crimes against
humanity’ by US hate preacher
Scott Lively is to
proceed, and that
New Jersey has
banned quack ‘gay
cure’ therapies.
George Broadhead

wherever there is a need to kill a
blasphemer. We are ready, and
should be ready at all times, to kill
a blasphemer.’
Meanwhile Takbeer TV – a station
aimed at Sunni Muslims and also
based in Birmingham – was fined
£25,000 for broadcasting
programmes about the minority
Ahmadi Muslim community and
‘using words that amounted to
abusive treatment of the
Ahmadiyya religion and the
Ahmadi community more
generally’.
http://tinyurl.com/qct2xvk

‘The hand that rocks the cradle ...’

Fancy

a lullaby

Did you never wonder why
There was heather in the sky?

And turnips and tomatoes in rows along the road
A pumpkin with a pimple and a little yellow toad?

Was there no one left to care

Whether you were flesh and bones, or air?

Jill Cunningham

Soft swaying sleep, midst scents and sounds secure,
When patient love soothes fretful eyelids close,
And languid rhythms gently reassure
That mother’s watch stands guardian to repose.
Protective, shielding vulnerability;
Directing intellect’s development;
Ensuring that first faltering steps will be
Straight steered, towards the future’s best intent.
Cradled here is morrow’s epoch dawning,
Encapsulated hopes of coming age:
In this small struggling, sleepy yawning
Is seen a new, as yet unwritten page.
All mankind’s aspirations here lie bare:
The ward of gentle mother’s endless care.
Wilf Gaunt
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Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
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LSS is a company limited by guarantee
Reg. No. 06292639
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Tel: 079 303 28755
Email: chair@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Treasurer - Anu Kapur
Tel. c/o: 01509 211468
Email: treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Membership Secretary/Asst. Treasurer - John Catt:
Tel: 01509 211468
Email: memsec@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Company Secretary - Kate Housden:
Tel: 07900 583306
Email: kmhousden@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Library and archives - Gillian Lighton:
Tel: 07989 122917
Email: gillianlighton@hotmail.com
Hall bookings/maintenance - Mike Burden:
Tel: 07722 782727
Email: secularhall@gmail.com
Events Coordinator - Allan Hayes:
Tel: 0116 241 8747
Email: allan-hayes@ntlworld.com
Website and news - Frank Friedmann:
Tel: 07947 573951
Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Secularist Editor - Harry Perry:
Tel: 07795 097635
Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com
Keyholders: Mike Burden, Harry Perry and Gillian
Lighton are keyholders for Secular Hall.
Audio-visual kit: Normally held by Mike Burden.
All can be reached by post via the Hall address.

Please remember to update John Catt, the
Membership Secretary (contact details
above), if you move or change any of your
contact details.
Thank you.

The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon
on Wednesday 9th October 2013.
We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems,
news, cartoons, book reviews, etc. Please send
via the Hall or email to Harry at the address in
the box adjacent.
Include photos or illustrations where you have
them. Please aim for 700 words. Longer articles
may be accepted where appropriate but please
ensure they are submitted well ahead of the
deadline (and the same goes for handwritten
items that might need a lot of typing up).
The subsequent copy deadline looks like being
Thursday 7th November 2013.
Thanks
Harry Perry, Editor
Jill Perry, Subeditor
Report of LSS Board meeting, 1st September 2013
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One new member approved.
Minute re bookstall on Open Day corrected to read ’no
bookstall’ but HP has already publicised it and had lots of
books donated so agreed it will go ahead after all. Also a
cake stall and refreshments.
Chair met with Dave Ray re Secularist Editor’s
‘censorship’ of his articles.
AK and AH to approach Zimbabweans to discuss needs of
non-religious members.
All Our Stories report discussed. Video unlikely to be
ready for Open Day.
Official opening of refurbed Hall in January. ED to
organise re-enactment of original opening. Notable
secularist to be guest of honour.
‘Wish list’ for extras after refurb to be prioritised by
Working Party and discussed by Board once final costs
known.
LCC look likely to fund a front wall clean-up and upgrade.
AH announced an extra event with a US author on Afghan
women, probably to be held at the Phoenix.
HW to take on advertising events. MB to be contact for
reservations and payments for pay events.
Various volunteers for Open Day activities. All points
covered.
AGM preparation discussed.
HP and ED are to examine membership lists with a view
to Board renewal at AGM. Volunteers invited.
JC thanked for Assistant Treasurer’s reports. Finances
healthy.
DoNM: 22nd September, 3.30pm.

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society. Please note that the views and proposals
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers
accept no liability for views expressed. As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views may be published subject to
the usual constraints of avoiding libel, occasional editing to fit the space available and intrinsic merit. When writing please abstain
from gratuitous bad language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members! We express our thanks for nonSociety images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education. Resolution is reduced to prevent
onward commercial use. The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol. An
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated - with a link to the Society website.
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