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Yes!  Just when things were 
looking a bit uncertain for 
financing our planned 
modernisation project at 
Secular Hall the good news 
came through - Biffa Award 
has judged our project to be 
worthy of a grant to the 
value of £36,500, making up 
the shortfall in the total 
raised from donations and 
reserves. 

This meant that we were able to 
proceed immediately with the full 
project as planned and the works 
stage has now been on site for 
nearly four weeks, with 
completion due within the next 
three! 

Being on site has almost inevitably 
led to an increase in works costs as 
hidden problems have come to light - 
but so far nothing so serious that a 
little more fundraising and a little 
more from our reserves won’t be able to cover. 

The current position is that we have raised £21,500 
from donations from members and supporters 
(fantastic!), £36,500 from Biffa Award (terrific!) 
and the Board is ready to put in from reserves 
another £30,000 or more to make up the shortfall. 

But what is Biffa Award?  (http://www.biffa-
award.org/) 

Biffa is a waste services company and landfill 
operator, as everybody knows, and as such it is 

liable for Landfill Tax to the Treasury 
for every ton of waste it puts into 
landfill rather than recycling.  But 
legislation allows landfill operators 
to pay up to 6.8% of their tax liability 
instead to the Landfill Community 
Fund for disbursement to 
organisations enrolled with 
ENTRUST as ‘environmental bodies’. 
(http://www.entrust.org.uk/home) 

Biffa can then set off up to 90% of 
this transfer against their tax liability 
and have the choice of making up the 
other 10% either from their own 
funds or from third party donors.  In 
our case we have a donor (who 
wishes to remain anonymous) who 
has made up the 10% with a 
donation of a little over £4,000.  The 
tax liability transferred to the 
Landfill Community Fund is then 
labelled as Biffa Award funding and 
is administered by the Royal Society 
of Wildlife Trusts - and a great bunch 
of people they are too! 

All this sounds more than a little 
complicated and I haven’t even 

mentioned yet that to enable LSS to be eligible to 
receive Biffa Award funds the Board has enrolled 
us as an environmental body with ENTRUST.   

Secular Hall will benefit from this investment in 
modernisation in terms of its preservation and 
continuation in use as the home of Leicester 
Secular Society but, much more than this, the 
modernisation of facilities means that our pre-
existing role as a centre for many community 
groups is enhanced even further.  And at this point 
I’d like to thank those dozen or more community 
users and interested parties for their donations and 
for their letters of support for our bid to Biffa 
Award.  I think they made all the difference in 
demonstrating that Secular Hall is a lively hub for 
many community activities.  And hopefully in future 
for many more.  Thank you all - a 
wonderful achievement - and all without 
uttering a single prayer! 

Harry Perry 

President 

We did it! 

Supported by 
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The mini modernisation project 

The job on site 
Our contractor, Keyham 
Construction Ltd, started work 
on the target date set in 
January of this year - 17th 
September. 

This was no mean feat and 
required everyone from our own 
members to our supporters in 
local organisations, our architects 
(RG+P of Leicester), Biffa Award, 
and the Royal Society of Wildlife 
Trusts, and the contractor, to all 
work with mutual trust and co-
operation to achieve deadlines for 
the objective.  It was a great 
relief to me for sure when I 
handed the keys over to Keyham 
at 07.30 on Tuesday 17th 
September! 

I have been on site every day 
since then helping to clarify 
queries as they arose and doing 
my best to keep things moving 
and to get things just as we 
intended. 

But there have been a couple of 
hiccups, the main one being the 
need for a much more significant 
structural solution to the break-
through into the garage for the 
fire exit corridor and rooms off.  
The initial plan for a cantilevered 
lintel to hold brickwork above the 
door was judged insufficient by a 
structural engineer and in the 
coming week we will be inserting 
two extremely large RSJs instead.  
In addition, on grubbing up the 
cobbles under the garage floor it 
was discovered that the inner leaf 
of the outer wall had been built 
onto the cobbles - and there were 
no proper footings below.    So 
when the cobbles were removed 
this inner leaf was suspended in 
mid-air!  Keyham have now 
inserted new footings and built 
up the wall with engineering 
bricks to a good standard.  These 
tasks have added about £1,000 
each to the cost of the project. 

Luckily there have been plenty of 
other tasks for the contractor to 

be getting on with while sorting 
these problems out.  The new 
kitchen is well advanced, new 
studwork partitions are in and 
plastered and all the first fix and 
some of the second fix electrics 
too. 

There are unlikely to be any 
further surprises and the main 
challenge now is to orchestrate  
plumbers, electricians and all the 
finishing trades to do their stuff 
as soon as the structural work is 
complete. 

I remain hopeful we will finish on 
schedule for the first week in 
November. 

Then the Board will have the task 
of deciding how much is available 
from reserves to pay for some of 
the items on our ‘wish list’ of 
furniture and gismos additional 
to the works themselves.  The 
telling finishing touches 
that will make all the 
difference. 

Harry Perry 

This is a view of the hall that you won’t have seen before - or will again!  It shows the partitions of the old store removed (with the old 
studwork still in place) and a view through to the Green Room and the front window.  At one time it was clearly one room.  Nobody 

knows when the partitions were put in but an upholsterer believes that the ‘uncut moquette’ on the bench seat in the centre is 
probably of 1940s vintage - which would make the partitions post-WWII.  The bookcase and mirror unit revealed by the removal of the 

partitions have now been taken out to be placed in position against the new stud wall at the end of the meeting room. 
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It was a great pleasure to 
welcome members of South 
Place Ethical Society (now 
known as Conway Hall 
Ethical Society) to Secular 
Hall on Sunday 29th 
September. 

The coach trip from Conway Hall, 
London, was organised by Sid 
Rodrigues and was a first visit for 
many of the group.  Terry Mullins 
– General Secretary of the 
National Secular Society from 
1979 to 1996 – had visited the 
Hall some years ago.   

Renowned atheist, author and 
broadcaster Barbara Smoker, 
who celebrated her 90th birthday 
in June this year, explained that 
she holds fond memories of LSS 
and her speaking engagements at 
Secular Hall over the decades. 

Barbara was President of the 
NSS from 1971 to 1996; former 

Chair of the British Voluntary 
Euthanasia Society (now known 
as Dignity in Dying); is current 
Honorary Vice President of the 
Gay & Lesbian Humanist 
Association.  She received the 
Distinguished Humanist Service 
Award in 2005 from the 
International Humanist and 
Ethical Union. 

It was a privilege to chat and 
spend time with Barbara, Terry 
and their colleagues.  They 
enjoyed a tour of the Hall – 
modernisation works allowing – 
before taking refreshments with 
us at Ramada Encore, then 
setting off on the next part of 
their journey to the 
Bradlaugh 
Commemoration in 
Northampton. 

Eleanor Davidson 

 

Terry Larkin accompanied the party 
to the Bradlaugh Commemoration in 

Northampton and writes … 

We had a pleasant trip to 
Northampton and then quite a 
walk to the Bradlaugh statue 
undertaken by, among others, 
Barbara Smoker who at the age 
of 90 might have been expected 
to do it with the aid of a walking 
stick - but no walking stick.  Also 
Terry Mullins, ex-NSS secretary, 
despite being severely disabled. 

A commemoration ceremony was 
held at the statue by the Charles 
Bradlaugh Society.  It was 
introduced by a man whose name 
I do not know who then invited 
the other speakers.  In Eleanor’s 
absence I was asked 
to stand in for LSS 
and I don’t think I 
disgraced you. 

Terry Larkin 

Visitors from Conway Hall Ethical Society 

Members of the South Place Ethical Society outside Secular Hall.   
Barbara Smoker is fifth from the right and to her right, with the white stick, is Terry Mullins. 

Leicester City Patient Group Forum 
Launch Event:  ‘Question Time’ chaired and hosted by  

Cllr. Michael Cooke 

Come and ask your question! 
Tuesday 29th October, 6.30pm for 7pm at  

Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre, Rothley Street 

Guest panel:  Prof. David Chiddick (Chair of Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust); Kevin Harris 
(Medical Director, University Hospitals of Leicester); Simon Freeman (Managing Director, Leicester 
City Clinical Commissioning Group); Karlie Thompson (Division Director, East Midlands Ambulance 
Service); Philip Parkinson (Interim Chair, Healthwatch Leicester) 

Jean Burbridge 
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Anu’s Feast   
Secular Hall, Sunday 8th December 

Doors open from 6pm, food served at 7pm 
This event is to help raise funds for the mini modernisation 

Several Secular Society members are willing to swear that Society member Anu Kapur is 

one of the finest cooks in the country.   

Anu (with a little help from her friends) is preparing a feast.  Her cooking is based on 
North Indian cuisine.  The food will be spicy but not eye-wateringly hot and will include 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian choices.   Alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks will be 

available during the evening and, to add to the excitement, there will be a raffle.*  

  

For a mere £10 per head (concessions £8) you will be able to enjoy a sumptuous two-
course meal in the company of fellow secularists in the newly refurbished luxury of the 

Francis Ridley Room.   

Places will be strictly limited to 50 seats and must be purchased in advance.  Tickets can 
be reserved/obtained from Mike Burden who can be contacted on 0116 270 7076, or 

bought at Sunday evening meetings. 

This will be an evening of wonderful food and great company – and all for a very good 

cause.   

Order your tickets today on 0116 270 7076!!! 

*Raffle Prizes needed 

We have a number of prizes already assembled for the raffle but we need more.  Can you help by 

offering a prize of some kind?  Something of value, new, or an unused gift?  If you can help with 

this please get in touch with Harry on 07795 097635 (harry.perry1@btinternet.com) or Hamish on 

07706 535928 (hamish.w@ntlworld.com).  Thank you. 

Just for the moment I’m 
wearing four hats for the 
Society and I could do with a 
bit of help with one of them!   

As next season’s Events 
Organiser I’m looking for ideas 
and suggestions for events we 
can hold in our newly modernised 
ground-floor hall. 

I have about half of the 15 slots 
already filled so I need your 
suggestions for the other seven. 

Our improved facilities mean we 
will be able to host not only talks 

but also film shows (remember 
the royalties!), music events, 
poetry, plays, etc.  All can be 
provided with snacks and drinks 
too. 

The accessible wheelchair toilet, 
hearing loop and improved 
lighting mean we can now cater 
properly for people with 
disabilities, and the baby 
changing facility means that 
family events can also be hosted. 

But let’s not forget our objects!  
Talks and presentations on 

secular/atheist/humanist topics 
are especially welcome. 

If you can come up with not only 
topics but also names and contact 
details of presenters that would 
be great. 

Please give this some serious 
thought and contact me at: 
harry.perry1@btinternet.com or 
on 07795 097635 with 
your ideas. 

Many thanks 

Harry Perry 

Your ideas for next season’s events please 
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Secular Hall was open as 
usual on the annual Heritage 
Open Day Sunday.  This year 
we had a new exhibition, the 
main event of the Society’s 
‘All Our Stories’ project. 

Our last event, the trip to Leek, 
was blessed with perfect weather 
so it would have been too much 
to expect the same for 
this event and we 
certainly didn’t get it!  
The forecast was such 
that we began to 
wonder whether anyone 
would come at all, but 
in fact about 130 hardy 
souls came through the 
doors during the day, a 
record number.  The 
atmosphere was lively 
and the feedback really 
positive.  Perhaps the 
weather helped in some 
ways, because visitors 
who had made it into 
the Hall were not 
particularly keen to go out again 
so stayed, read, talked, looked 
and listened and found it all 
much more interesting than they 
had anticipated.  The occasion is 
one which brings people into the 
Hall who would otherwise never 
visit or even be aware of the 
Society.  It also revives old links.  
Elaine was there for the first time 
for over 60 years.  Another visitor 
was excited to read and talk 
about Jim Cartwright, his old 
neighbour, who died over twenty 
years ago in his 90s and whose 
father had been a member from 
the very early days of the Society. 

The displays were of work in 
progress on the project, which 
has been looking at the history of 

the Hall and the Society.  In fact, 
it all appeared much more 
‘finished’ than anticipated.  The 
Francis Ridley room looked 
impressive and the ten exhibition 
banners, more by good luck than 
by good management, fitted the 
space available perfectly.  We 
tried to present our work using a 

variety of media, so we had a 
slideshow of photos of the Hall, 
an audio compilation of clips from 
some of our interviews and a 
documentary film about the 
Society in wartime, all playing 
throughout the day.   

The guided tours of the building, 
using the draft notes prepared by 
the project group, proved popular 
and appeared to be lasting longer 
than usual and generating quite a 
lot of discussion.  The Green 
Room was used to talk to groups 
about the architecture as most of 
the time it was too wet to spend 
time outside. 

The refreshments, which were 
available through the day, were 
particularly appreciated! 

The displays could, of course, 
only give a series of snapshots of 
our heritage and are only a small 
part of our findings.  In fact, it 
was quite frustrating having to 
cut back information so 
drastically to present it in 
manageable form.  However, we 
hope we managed to tell the story 
of the Society over 160 years in 
an interesting and accessible 
form for visitors with no prior 
knowledge whatsoever, whilst 
including some material which 
would be new to even well-

informed and long-standing 
members. 

The audio material, ‘Secularists 
Speaking’, gave a flavour of the 
vastly different backgrounds of 
members and their routes to 
secularism. 

I was too busy throughout the 
day to be able to sit down and 

watch the video from 
start to finish – I am 
familiar with the 
material having 
researched most of it, 
but was hugely 
impressed with what I 
saw of how James and 
Sam put it together.  
Just one example was 
a poem, written (and 
read during an earlier 
interview) by Bert 
Orton, a member of 
the Society, then aged 
about 19, during WWI.  
It was interesting and 
exciting to find it, but 

it didn’t seem particularly good.  
However, it was transformed by 
the way it was presented in the 
film and it made a real impact.  
He would have loved it!      

Thanks are due to the many 
people involved in doing the 
research for the exhibition, 
putting it together and helping on 
the day.  I shall undoubtedly get 
into trouble for missing someone 
out, but have to mention 
particularly Eleanor, Frank, 
Mike, Lyn, Terry, Anu, Jean, John, 
Bessie, Sue, James, Sam and 
Beryl. 

What next?  Well, there is still 
quite a bit of ongoing research 
and we have not built our website 
or completed the leaflets we had 
planned.  But our display boards 
are light and portable and could 
be reused indefinitely.  The video, 
once in its final form, will 
certainly be played many times.  
Our recordings will be preserved 
and can be used as a resource for 
members and other researchers 
for years to come and their 
interest will 
undoubtedly increase 
as time passes. 

Gillian Lighton 

Heritage Open Day 

The bookstall raised £55 
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Tolstoy and Christian anarchism 
If only there were such things 
as ghosts we can guess that 
Prince Peter Kropotkin’s 
would have a smile on its face 
at hearing his name 
mentioned in the same hall 
that he spoke in over a 
century ago.  But it was his 
countryman Leo Tolstoy who 
was the star of the show on 
Sunday 6th October when Alex 
Christoyannopoulos presented 
a paper to the Society on 
Tolstoy as Christian anarchist. 

Alex has been working on 
a book on Tolstoy’s 
political thought and the 
presentation was a spin-off 
from that.  In brief he 
considers Tolstoy’s 
writings to be ‘powerful, 
convincing and peculiar’.  
Central to Tolstoy’s case is 
Jesus’ concept of non-
resistance to evil and he 
argues that we are now in 
a ‘post-secular age’ in 
which such a concept, 
which he identifies with 
‘the Golden Rule,’ could be 
the basis for relations 
between individuals and 
between states. 

His phrase of the ‘post-
secular’ world was 
borrowed from Jurgen 
Habermas and enshrines 
his belief that religion is 
here for the foreseeable 
future and so we have to learn to 
work with it – to reach an 
accommodation. 

Tolstoy was an unrelenting critic of 
organised religion but also of those 
in Russia who challenged the 
power of religion and the state by 
revolutionary means.  He argued 
that violence only begets violence 
so those who oppose the 
established order should lead by 
example. 

As a rationalist Tolstoy read the 
Bible and found it ‘whacky’ but he 
noted that the peasants embraced 
it and displayed serenity in their 
suffering.  His study of the Sermon 
on the Mount led him to see the 
light.  This was not precise logical 
reasoning but it brought his ten-
year angst to an end and provided 
the basis for the next 30 years of 
writing on the theme of Christian 
anarchism. 

Alex paraphrased the five key 

messages of the Sermon on the 
Mount as:  1. Don’t be angry with 
others but live peacefully with 
them; 2. Don’t engage in sexual 
gratification; 3. Don’t promise 
anything; 4. Don’t resist evil and do 
not judge others; 5. Love foreigners 
as your own.  All these, says Alex, 
are for Tolstoy subsumed in the 
Golden Rule and it thus becomes 
the key to happiness. 

Kant, Mill and, more recently, John 
Rawls had embraced the Golden 
Rule.  Tolstoy studied many 

religions and he found this common 
thread in all of them.  He took 
Jesus’ writings and made his 
message accessible to all, thus 
bridging the religious–secular 
divide by appealing to each 
individual’s own moral sense from 
a rational perspective.  Tolstoy’s 
objective was to instigate a cycle of 
love in place of a cycle of conflict 
and he went on from this to argue 
that the Golden Rule could be the 
basis for relations between states. 

Thus, violence is just as wrong 
between states as it is between 
individuals.  If a state is attacked it 
should not resist but show love to 
its attacker.  Violent antagonisms 
just breed more violence, thereby 
legitimising the use of violence in 
defence – but ‘two wrongs don’t 
make a right’.   

Alex underlined the tension 
between Western talk of promoting 
international trade, development 

and law while at the same time 
building up huge armaments 
stockpiles.   Instead, why not spend 
the money on feeding your 
enemies, for example, and thereby 
demonstrate a mutual vulnerability 
– fostering a culture of mutual aid?  
There are examples of this between 
traditional enemies, like the 
‘earthquake diplomacy’ between 
Turks and Greeks in 1999.  But 
naïve as all this sounds it is not 
surprising that Tolstoy had no 
confidence in states to move 

towards this unaided.  
What was needed were 
champions – brave 
pioneers to give a lead. 

Interestingly, after 
emphasising all the 
religious commonalities 
around the Golden Rule, 
Alex pointed out also the 
commonalities between 
Tolstoy and Marx:  for 
example, his description 
of the state as an agent of 
illegitimate violence 
against the many by the 
small minority that 
controls it, protecting 
their unjust share of 
wealth.  The use of the 
law to protect their 
position is itself an act of 
violence.  The inequitable 
distribution of wealth in 
the nineteenth century is 
just as prevalent today, 
with some states 

benefiting from a global 
exploitation of low-paid workers 
who face the use of armies to 
suppress their uprisings. 

Tolstoy argued that state 
machinery just distances people 
from personal moral responsibility.  
Patriotism was used by elites to 
divert attention from them onto 
‘enemies’.  At the same time the 
Church used ‘stupefying rituals’ to 
hide the truth of Jesus’ teaching.  
Alex here leant on another Marxist, 
Gramsci, to reference the way in 
which the mass of the people 
accept the cultural hegemony of 
elites against their own best 
interests. 

Faced with these difficulties in 
getting the message across Tolstoy 
advocated a typical anarchist 
response – ‘back to the land’:  
develop forms of decentralised 

 
(continues on next page) 





Leicester Secularist  10 

 

Riaz Khan and his friend Kelly 
were members of Leicester 
City’s notorious Baby Squad 
hooligan element in the 
1980s.  As Tom Jones might 
say, it’s not unusual.  There 
were a lot of yobbos around in 
those days.  What is unusual is 
that Kelly is mixed race and 
Riaz is a British Muslim of 
Afghan/Pakistani heritage. 

You don’t need to be Sherlock 
Holmes to work out they took a bit 
of stick.  This was an era when the 
walls of Rushey Mead were 
daubed with swastikas, NF 
symbols and exhortations of 
WOGS OUT.  Paki bashing was 
considered part of a normal 
night’s entertainment. 

The lads first realised their destiny 
as casuals while sitting in the 
Haymarket Centre, watching the 
gangs joining up to go to the 
match.  The clothes, the 
camaraderie, the feeling of 
belonging.  Something clicked.  At 
first it was almost a wish to be 
white, but soon they realised it 
was more than that.  They wanted 
to assimilate.  Be part of 
something. 

Gradually, they worked their way 
in, buying or nicking the right 
gear, hanging with the right lads.  
After a few teething problems, 
they were accepted.  Not as token 
non-white kids, but as Top Boys.  
The other lads looked out for 
them.  They were their mates. 

The next few years passed in a 
blur of designer clobber, away 
days and punch-ups.  It sounds 
barbaric, but there was a code of 
conduct.  You hit someone, they 
went down, that was it.  No 
wannabe gangsters speaking in 
phony patois stabbing defenceless 
blokes in the back.  Maybe 
honourable isn’t the word, but not 
far off.  Days out in Skeggy, 
beating the cr*p out of Sieg-
heiling skinheads. 

For Riaz and Kelly, the 

Hillsborough disaster in April 
1989 brought the era to a close.  
Being a hooligan was no longer 
just a bit of a laugh, a way of 
passing time on Saturday 
afternoons, when women and kids 
were being trampled to death, a 

situation compounded by the 
disgraceful cover up which 
continues to this day, despite what 
you might have seen on the news. 

Going straight as it were, Kelly 
now works in construction and 
Riaz is a lecturer.  They are the 
proverbial upstanding pillars of 

the community, despite each 
leaving school with teachers 
telling them they would never 
amount to anything.  Who is 
laughing now? 

The Casual scene is often derided 
as being just a collection of 
brainless thugs.  I’m no social 
historian, but it could be argued 
that it did more to break down 
social/cultural/racial barriers than 
30 years of windy government 
initiatives, passed down on high 
from ex-Eton students.  Cameron, 
Clegg, Blair and Brown’s 
knowledge of race relations would 
fit comfortably on an ant’s 
nutsack, with room for a fancy 
border.  Which tends to be the 
case when the only non-white 
people you know are doctors and 
lawyers, attend dinner parties on 
your gated estate and can be 
trusted not to nick the cutlery. 

Riaz and Kelly’s talk was informal, 
funny, educational and highly 
entertaining.  The crowd was very 
responsive, and was there out of a 
genuine curiosity to hear about 
the experiences of their guests.  
The Q&A session at the end could 
have gone on until midnight! 

Riaz has written a book on his 
time in the BS.  Google his name, 
and you’ll find the links you need.  
It’s available at all good 
bookshops, and even topped the 
HMV chart, until the shop went 
bust!  He felt compelled to put pen 
to paper due to his dismay at the 
rise of the neo-fascist EDL party 
with their thinly disguised agenda 
of deliberately causing antagonism 
between the races, fuelled by the 
so-called journalism of right-wing 
tabloids, with their penchant for 
reporting on Somali families with 
25 kids living in 
mansions. 

In summary, a great, 
thought-provoking 
evening.  Thanks 
lads. 

Dan Tunstall 

Riaz Khan, Asian ‘football casual’ 

Above:  Riaz Khan 
 

Below:  Kelly 

enough.  However, the wall of 
silence surrounding this incident, 
and that it took the NSS to ensure 
this matter was properly 
investigated, reveals the extent to 
which not upsetting ‘religious 
sensitivities’ is now deemed more 

important than a young person’s 
right to a rounded education. 

‘This is an extreme example of a 
common problem throughout our 
state education system:  children’s 
education being compromised by 
the influence of religious 
organisations.  The time has come 

to draw a line under this faith 
schools experiment and separate 
the realms of religion and state 
education.  Our schools should be 
about teaching young people how 
to think, rather than what to 
think.’ 

http://www.secularism.org.uk/ 

(continued from previous page) 
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Margaret Jull Costa is a 
leading translator of Spanish 
and Portuguese literature.  
Although she was too modest 
to mention this in her talk on 
Sunday 8th September, she 
has won numerous prestigious 
awards and prizes for her 
work, including the Oxford-
Weidenfeld Translation Prize 
three times, the 
International IMPAC 
Dublin Literary Award 
and the Calouste 
Gulbenkian Prize, among 
many others.  Earlier this 
year Margaret was 
invited to become a 
Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature. 

She is particularly noted 
and celebrated for her work 
translating the Portuguese 
Nobel Prize- winning 
author José Saramago into 
English.  Her talk to the 
Society, which drew a 
pleasing attendance, could 
be seen as an extension of 
her work introducing this 
wonderful writer to a new 
audience.   

Margaret made the point 
early in her talk that 
Saramago himself would 
have been pleased to be the 
subject of a talk in the Secular 
Hall given his lifelong atheism 
and trenchant opposition to the 
Catholic Church and the 
repressive fascist dictatorship of 
Salazar.  When the Portuguese 
government, under pressure from 
the Catholic Church, blocked the 
entry of his supposedly heretical 
‘The Gospel According to Jesus 
Christ’ for a European Literary 
Prize in 1992, Saramago went 
into self-imposed exile in Spain's 
Canary Islands and, in later life, 
he became a vocal supporter of a 
viable Palestinian state. 

Margaret began her talk by 
describing Saramago’s early life 
of rural poverty, how he taught 
himself to read from newspapers 
and was greatly influenced by his 
grandparents, with whom he 
spent much of his childhood.  
What made this talk memorable, 
and in the end very moving, was 
the way that Margaret had the 

confidence in her subject to allow 
him to speak for himself, by 
reading substantial passages 
from his books.   

‘For as long as I remained awake, 
the night would be alive with the 
stories my grandfather would tell 
me:  legends, ghosts, marvels, 
remarkable events, deaths that 
happened long ago, fights 

involving sticks and stones, the 
words of our ancestors, a tireless 
murmur of memories that 
simultaneously kept me wide 
awake and gently lulled me to 
sleep.’ 

Margaret argued that this early 
experience gave Saramago not 
only much of his subject matter, 
the ordinary man and woman 
pitted against an indifferent and 
hostile environment, but also his 
love of story and narrative.  Many 
of his novels are based on the 
question:  ‘What if?’  What if the 
Iberian peninsula were to break 
away from mainland Europe and 
drift across the Atlantic?  What if 
there was a plague of blindness?  
She also spent some time looking 
at Saramago’s unique mature 
style; he used only commas and 
full stops and his work on the 
page often looks unlike our 
expectations of what a novel 
should be.  But, Margaret argued, 
this allows Saramago ‘to cut 

himself free from the straitjacket 
of conventional literature, 
allowing himself as narrator to 
carry the reader along on the 
wave of those thought processes, 
those digressions.  And by using 
“we”, Saramago not only 
abandons the guise of omniscient, 
God-like author, but he also 
involves us, the readers, in the 

whole experience … one 
cannot help but see this 
egalitarian approach to 
punctuation and narration 
as an expression of 
Saramago’s declared 
anarcho-communism and 
atheism … as a way of 
privileging the spoken 
voice, the ordinary human 
voice.’ 

She then illustrated his 
startling originality by 
reading a passage from 
Raised from the Ground in 
which two PIDE agents 
(Salazar’s secret police) 
beat up a political prisoner, 
with the appalling brutality 
being narrated from the 
point of view of some ants 
on the floor of the cell!   

Margaret read passages 
from All the Names (her 
favourite Saramago novel), 

Blindness, Death at Intervals, 
Cain, and the as yet unpublished 
Skylight. 

This was an excellent talk, 
intelligent and knowledgeable 
and also very moving, which was 
hugely enjoyed by the audience.  
Through her readings Margaret 
allowed Saramago himself to 
speak and be heard, and for the 
great power and humanity of his 
writing to be experienced by all 
who were present.  The questions 
and discussion at the end 
indicated that many were keen to 
begin or further their 
reading of Saramago, 
one of the great 
voices of secularism 
and humanity. 

Hamish Whiteley 

 

(Thanks to Margaret for 
providing me with the text of the 
talk and to Lesley Pound for her 
quite wonderful notes!) 

Journeying around José Saramago  
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The 6th September edition of 
the National Secular Society’s 
Newsline (http://
www.secularism.org.uk/
uploads/newsline-6-september
-2013.pdf) invited ‘Agony 
Aunt’ contributions for a 
young woman having to 
choose between abandoning 
either her family or her would-
be fiancé.  Mine appears to 
have been the only one. 

The problem for the 
correspondent was that she 
and her boyfriend had families 
of different religions and her 
parents were intractably 
opposed to the relationship. 

The Daily Mirror’s agony aunt, 
Coleen Nolan, basically told her it 
was for her to make the difficult 
choice, and not to rush. 

Mine, published on 13th 
September (http://
www.secularism.org.uk/uploads/
newsline-13-september-
2013.pdf), was longer: 

‘I’m going to suggest that you 
break down what seems to be one 
huge problem into several 
smaller ones that you can tackle 
in turn. 

The first doesn’t directly involve 
anyone but you.  Make one 
decision in your heart of hearts — 
that you will never make your 
own children face such an awful 
dilemma, and that you will not 
participate in the ostracism of 
any of your brothers or sisters, 

cousins, or other members of 
your community finding 
themselves in a similar position. 

I think that’s a big step forward 
that you can take on your own, 
and having done it you’ll know 
and feel more confident about 
where you stand on the matter.  
Not much help with your 
immediate problem, but at least 
you can have a clear conscience 
that it ends with you. 

The next question is, are you 
going to be the last victim of this 
bullying, or the first with the 
courage to plough your own 
furrow?  I hope you’ll be the 
latter.  Whether you eventually 
stay with this particular young 
man or not, tell yourself that 
you’ll do what’s right for you.  
Just that – a step at a time – don’t 
be rushed.  Tell your parents that 
you love them, but ultimately it’s 
your life and you must take 
responsibility for your own life 
choices.  You will take what they 
have said as advice, but they 
have no veto on any matter of 
such importance to your life and 
future happiness.  Tell them that 
if they love you, they’ll respect 
that. 

If that’s too difficult, what of their 
so-called friends and community 
that threaten them with shame, 
isolation and misery?  Are they all 
really as illiberal as each other?  
Maybe there’s some you can talk 
to, who will help your parents see 
the destructiveness of their folly. 

Finally, when you’ve made up 
your own mind that this 
unreasonableness ends with you, 
and that you will do what’s right 
for yourself – only then are you 
free enough to decide whether 
this particular young man really 
is the one you’ll cleave to.  Be 
sure that you aren’t in reality 
being bounced by your parents’ 
intransigence into something 
you’re not completely at ease 
with. 

Consider how would his family 
behave if your roles were 
reversed – he the girl and you the 
boy?  Are there expectations that 
he or they have for you (dowry, or 
skivvying role in the household or 
conversion to their religion, for 
example) that aren’t to your 
liking? 

If your parents respect you as 
they should, they will think all the 
more of you for having the 
courage of your convictions.  If 
they don’t, and sadly it happens 
all too often, their professed love 
for you is a sham.  Hard for you 
to face, but there it is.  Don’t let 
that sham love spoil your life. 

And finally, nothing is permanent 
– faced with the facts of the 
strength and honesty of your 
actions, your parents could 
realise their error and 
stand up for you 
themselves against the 
prejudices they perceive 
in their community.’ 

Frank Friedmann 

Romantic v. familial love  
and the role of religion 

Ned Newitt has sent in this cartoon from the 
Freethinkers’ Pictorial Textbook published in 
New York in 1896.   

The cartoons were originally published in the 
Truth Seeker. 

Available on line at:  http://openlibrary.org/
books/ia:freethinkerspict00hest/
The_freethinkers'_pictorial_text-
book_showing_the_absurdity_and_untruthful
ness_of_the_Church's_claim 

‘The freethinkers' pictorial text-book : 
showing the absurdity and 

untruthfulness of the Church's claim to 
be a divine and beneficent institution 
and revealing the abuses of a union of 

church and state.’ 
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Salma Ravat’s talk  to the 
Secular Society, ‘Tackling 
poverty through our beliefs’, on 
22nd September was about the 
‘Eat ’n Meet’ campaign.  Salma 
is the ‘Eat ’n Meet’ coordinator, 
which is a project run by the 
Leicester branch of the Islamic 
Society of Britain.  ‘Eat ’n Meet’ 
provides support for homeless 
people in Leicester by running a 
Saturday drop-in service and 
providing bags of essential 
food, toiletries and clothing. 

Salma began her talk with a list of 
quotations from faith groups:  

Bear one another’s burdens.  
Christianity.  

All men are responsible for one 
another.  Judaism  

A believer is not the one who eats his 
fill when his neighbour is hungry.  
Islam.  

Without selfless service are no 
objectives fulfilled; in service lies the 
purest action.  Sikhism.  

Although Salma had been unable to 
find a secular saying for the talk, she 
agreed to add:  Being a humanist (or 
secularist) means trying to behave 
decently without expectation of 
rewards or punishment after you are 
dead. 

Salma explained the extent of 
poverty (homelessness, low income 
households, refugees and asylum 
seekers) saying that in the UK in 
2012, 2,000 people slept rough, and 
that Leicester had the highest figures 
outside London, with round 60 rough 

sleepers.  (These figures could be 
tripled because of ‘hidden’ numbers.)  
The extent of support a homeless 
person will receive from the Council 
will depend on their needs and 
whether they have a local 
connection.  Those without a local 
connection will usually be rejected.  

In a situation where benefit cuts are 
threatened, people on low incomes 
are hit first.  The bedroom tax has 
already put 50,000 people in arrears 
in the UK and this is a phenomenal 
amount of stress.  In May 2013 
Stephanie Botrell committed suicide 
because she feared she would not be 
able to afford to pay the rent 
difference due to the ‘bedroom tax’.   

The Saturday Stop-by project started 
by identifying a gap between the 
provision of a meal on Friday at Holy 
Trinity Church and then nothing 
more until Monday.  Although Stop-
by started with funding from the 

‘Near Neighbours’ project it now 
relies on donations from the 
community to continue.  Eat ’n Meet 
works in partnership with other 
organisations like the Dawn Centre, 
YMCA, Community of Grace, Open 
Hands and the Red Cross to help 
people they come across in desperate 
situations.  

Salma went on to challenge the 
justification for the austerity 
programme, arguing that it isn’t 
generally the case that people want 
to rely on benefits, as most people 
would love to have a job and don’t 
like to be on the dole and scrounging.  
‘Banks are the cause of the problem’, 
Salma stated.  She said the Muslim 
community is very generous and will 
always give to those in need; 
however, there needs to be more 
effort towards giving to those in need 
in the local community.  The City 
Council must rethink their policy on 
homelessness and not close more 
hostels, as people who are in 
desperate situations need help.  If a 
particular hostel has a poor policy 
and is not moving people on, then 
this needs to be dealt with as a 
separate issue.  

Questions from the audience praised 
the work of the ‘Eat ’n Meet’ 
programme and Salma’s dedication, 
but questioned how much religions 
had caused poverty generally.  Salma 
couldn’t begin to tackle 
this statement, but stated 
that we all need to be 
working together, 
regardless of faith, to 
tackle poverty. 

Helen Pettman  

‘Eat ’n meet’ with Salma Ravat 

Question:  How can I be an atheist?   

Do you really want to be able to 
call yourself an atheist instead of 
a theist?  If so, then this is the place 
to come.  If you read this advice, 
you’ll learn what it takes to be an 
atheist and thus perhaps if you also 
have what it takes to be an atheist.  
Few people seem to understand what 
being an atheist is all about and thus 
what becoming an atheist entails.  It 
isn’t that hard, though.  

Step One:  don’t believe in any gods.  

That’s it, there are no steps two, 
three, or four.  All you have to do is 
not believe in the existence of any 
gods.  None of the following are steps 
in becoming an atheist:  

You don’t have to deny the existence 
of any gods; You don’t have to assert 
that no gods exist; You don’t have to 
be certain that no gods exist; You 
don’t have to join the Communist 
Party; You don’t have to be rebelling 
against your family; You don’t have to 
stop celebrating Christmas; You don’t 

have to care about religion, theism, or 
gods. 

Atheism is nothing more or less than 
the absence of belief in gods.  There 
are only two options available for 
everyone:  either a belief in the 
existence of some sort of god is 
present, or no such belief is present.  
That exhausts all the logical 
possibilities.  This means that 
everyone is either a theist or an 
atheist.   

How you arrive at not believing in any 
gods may be difficult.  For many 
people, religion and theism have 
played such central roles in their lives 
and families that abandoning these 
things may appear impossible.  It may 
require a great deal of study, 
research, and contemplation.  Many 
people don’t have the time or 
inclination.  Others may be afraid of 
what they could find if they start.  

What you do after you arrive at not 
believing in any gods may also be 
difficult.  You don’t have to do 

anything more to be an atheist, but 
this doesn’t mean that there is 
nothing at all left to do.  You will have 
to decide whether you inform others 
about this and, if so, how you present 
it.  Many people may start treating 
you differently simply because you 
don’t believe in their gods anymore.  
You may have to be concerned about 
whether knowledge of your atheism 
will lead to discrimination against you 
at work, for example.  

Being an atheist is easy ‒ all that it 
requires is not believing in any gods.  
In more secular societies where lots 
of people are atheists, existing as an 
atheist is easier because there is less 
pressure telling you that being an 
atheist is immoral, unpatriotic, or 
dangerous.  In more religious 
societies, the increased pressure will 
make existing as an atheist very 
difficult for some. 

http://atheism.about.com/od/

atheismatheiststheism/a/

BecomeAtheist.htm?nl=1 
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... of cabbages, kings and whipping boys 
George Bernard-Shaw realised 
that the new technologies 
emerging in his days required 
an intelligent political debate 
to be engaged in to meet the 
social challenges they 
represented.  That debate has 
never been forthcoming; even 
though the need for it grows 
exponentially in direct 
proportion to the ever-
accelerating pace of scientific 
understanding and its 
consequent technological 
applications. 

In using the form ‘exponential’, I 
imagine the case where the rising 
curve of the graph approaches ever 
closer to the vertical, as per the 
current, looming, global-warming 
and increasing world population 
crises.  In the case of technology, we 
have, in the last 30 or more years, 
imperceptibly moved on from using 
power and control mechanisms 
enabling one person to do the work 
of many, to replacing the need for 
direct human control with artificial 
intelligence techniques.  That aircraft 
pilots can safely sleep in mid-flight 
and landing is dramatic testament to 

this.  A computer’s programming, 
combined with its central processor’s 
lightning speed calculation and 
feedback facility, enables previously 
undreamed-of levels of accuracy, and 
real-world manipulation abilities to 
be achieved.  The need for human 
intervention in maintaining our 
comfortable environment reduces in 
indirect proportion to the 
sophistication of our technology. 

Yet what is the response of our 
politicians to this ongoing 
phenomenon and the consequent 
disruption of our traditional 
interactive roles in society?  They 
seem to have drawn an intellectual 
blank on this one, retreating instead 
to the traditional ‘blame-game’ 
syndrome where the current, 
unemployed ‘have-nots’ are typified 
as being responsible for the dilemma.  
We are presented with a picture of a 
population divided into two opposing 
camps:  the unemployable sponging, 
through the welfare system, on the 
ever-diminishing number of those 
‘hard-working’(?) employed lucky 
enough to find themselves 
performing tasks that have still not 
been fully automated, and worrying 
about when it will be their turn to 
join the scrap-heap brigade. 

One basic, and obvious, need in this 
situation is a system of repetitive 
lifetime retraining programmes 
aimed at individuals whose initial 
skills have become redundant.  And 
what do we get instead?  Why, more 
blame:  what a surprise!  Your 
pittance of a ‘jobseeker’s allowance’ 
will be withdrawn if you don’t submit 
to attending courses with the 
emphasis on successful interview 
techniques, which wouldn’t really be 
necessary if you had a substantial 
new skill that your prospective 
employer desperately wanted. 

The trade unions must take some 
blame for this situation, with their 
protesting, Luddite attitudes to skill-
loss situations.  People with skills, 
and the families dependent on the 
regular income those skills attract, 
need more than jobseeker’s 
allowance during the retraining 
process.  This is what unions, Labour 
and Liberals should be campaigning 
for:  unity through hope 
and well-being, not 
disunity and poverty 
through blame. 

Wilf Gaunt 

Syria continued 
The lead article of the last 
Secularist reproduced from the 
International Humanist and 
Ethical Union author Michael de 
Dora, Director of Public Policy of 
the Centre for Inquiry, is flawed 
in the following ways: 

It begins by pointing out that Syria 
has not signed the Chemical 
Weapons Convention (1992) but fails 
to disclose that signatories to the 
Convention, both US and Russia, 
have failed to live up to their 
commitment to the Convention and 
the machinery to force them to do so 
doesn’t exist making the whole 
business a sham.  

Secondly, De Dora refers to the ‘fact’ 
that evidence ‘strongly suggests’ that 
the Syrian military used chemical 
weapons, when the evidence is that 
chemical weapons were used but that 
whether the insurgents or the 
government were the users is in 
serious doubt.  The UN report on the 
use of chemical weapons specifically 
does ‘NOT ASSIGN BLAME’. 

It has to be worth noting that faulty 
‘intelligence’ relating to weapons of 
mass destruction was the reason (or 
excuse) for the Western powers to 
attack Iraq, an act still causing 
untold and unnecessary deaths, 
misery and suffering.  

US hypocrisy is boundless.  A 
Foreign Policy magazine article 
based on recently published 
government documents demonstrates 
that in 1988 US intelligence 
personnel ‘learned through satellite 
imagery that Iran was about to gain a 
major strategic advantage by 
exploiting a hole in Iraqi defenses.  
US intelligence officials conveyed the 
location of the Iranian troops to Iraq, 
fully aware that Hussein’s military 
would attack with the nerve gas 
sarin.’ 

Chemical weapons used by Iraq made 
a significant contribution towards 
giving advantage to Saddam 
Hussein’s war effort.  Iraq at the time 
was a US ally/puppet.  The Reagan 
administration’s professed aim was 
to weaken Iran.  US policy towards 
Iran has changed little since.  

De Dora goes on to say that 
international leaders are being 
guided by reason and ethics, 
referring to the idea of a ‘just’ war.   

Assad’s government is the 
internationally recognised 
government of the sovereign state of 
Syria.  The aggression comes from a 
minority financed from outside the 
country and as such is a matter for 
Syrians to deal with.  

Any intervention of the Western 
powers through aid to the insurgents 
must be an act of illegal aggression.  

For the UN to back Western 
intervention would be morally 
untenable because it does ‘NOT 
ASSIGN BLAME’.  

De Dora next goes on to ask, ‘Is there 
any reason to believe Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad will stop 
his attacks?’  This question makes 
the assumption that Assad’s 
government is the aggressor when 
the opposite is the truth.  By any 
moral or ethical standard, outside 
intervention that worsens the 
situation for the bulk of Syria’s 
population is clearly morally and 
ethically wrong.  

De Dora’s final suggestion that direct 
‘military strikes’ (attacks?) might in 
some way be justified is surely 
mistaken and indicates a clear bias in 
favour of indefensible US policy.  
Killing people ostensibly to stop 
people killing people is ludicrous 
rather than rational.  De Dora can 
only be a dupe or cynical right-wing 
republican lackey.  Perhaps he 
should stick to proving ghosties and 
ghoulies don’t exist and stay away 
from political questions that his 
patriotic prejudices, no 
doubt imparted by his 
previous employer Fox 
News, stop him from 
rationally assessing. 

Dave Ray 
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Report of LSS Board meeting, 22nd September 2013 

• Two new members approved. 

• HW building up a circulation list re publicising 
Events Programme but disappointed with 
response so far received.  Next Programme 
scheduled to be published in advance of 
05/01/14.  HP will take on the role of Events 
Coordinator for forthcoming season. 

• Gillian Lighton congratulated for her superb 
work-in-progress at Open Day AOS exhibition.  
An excellent response from the public, whose 
visits benefited from improved layout and 
general appearance of FR room, thanks to GL.  
Pop-up posters very good, although time-line not 
easy to read at bottom of posters.  Future 
posters might need less text, larger text. 

• Replacement of faulty immersion heater and 
tank carried out. 

• Official ‘opening and ribbon cutting’ for mini-
mod to take place on 09/03/14, with 
performance of re-enactment of 1881 Opening of 
Hall.  HP produced mini-mod project budget and 
‘wish list’ of items to be provided within or 
immediately after completion of modernisation.  

• Kitchen stripped out; kitchen design expert to 
submit proposed layout.  Structural engineer to 
advise re building structure support on opening 
in wall to garage.   

• HP will relinquish his role as editor of Secularist 
end 2013.  If journal is to carry on, a thoroughly 
competent new editor will need to come 
forward. 

• HW to approach LCC re obtaining funding from 
Castle Community Fund for ‘wish list’ items. 

• Sweetie Shakes shop has experienced 
vandalism. 

• Diane and Alan Waring retiring from cleaning 
the Hall.  A presentation to be made to them at 
AGM.  Future cleaning of Hall and building 
management discussed.   

• M. Burden requested to list his current 
management commitments to help us form a 
plan for alleviating his duties. 

• Sunday Assembly organisers to be invited to 
make a presentation in New Year. 

• AGM preparation and Board renewal discussed.  
HP, ED and one other will step down from 
Board.  Some members have indicated their 
willingness to join Board at next AGM. 

• JC thanked for Assistant Treasurer’s reports. 
Finances healthy. 

• Meet-Up site has been under-used, will not be 
renewed. 

• AH’s request that a vigil/minute’s silence be 
held at Hall in respect of five murdered 
Leicester people was turned down. 

• Niqab-wearing at Hall to be discussed at next 
Board Meeting. 

• DoNM:  27th October, 3.30pm. 

Eleanor Davidson, Acting Chair 

NOTICE OF LEICESTER SECULAR 

SOCIETY 2013 AGM 

This year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
will be held on Sunday 17th November at 
3.00pm, in  Secular Hall, Leicester.  The 
meeting will provide members with an 
opportunity to hear officers’ reports and to 
discuss the direction of the Society and the 
Hall redevelopment project.  Members can 
also elect the President and the Chairperson 
for the next year and persons to fill vacant 
positions as Directors. 

Submission of Motions and 
Nominations 

Members are invited to submit motions for 
discussion at the AGM.  If any member 
wishes to have an issue discussed less 
formally, then please contact the Secretary 
as soon as possible to have the issue added 
to the agenda, which will be posted to 
members before the meeting. 

I shall need to have notice of any motions 
and nominations for the positions of 
President and Chairperson by 6.30pm on 
Sunday 3rd November.  These must be 
made in writing, addressed to the Secretary 
and posted to 75 Humberstone Gate, 
Leicester, LE1 1WB.  Persons nominated 
must have over six months’ standing 
membership on the date of the AGM.  
Nominations must be seconded in writing 
and must be accompanied by a personal 
statement in support of the nomination of 
between 200 and 300 words from the 
person nominated.  Postal voting for the 
positions of President and Chairperson is 
permitted for members not attending the 
AGM.  Please contact the Secretary by email 
or by post if you require a postal ballot 
paper. 

Members of six months’ standing may 
volunteer themselves, or be nominated by 
another member, for election as an ordinary 
Director either in advance of the AGM or at 
the start of the election item at the AGM.  
Candidates for ordinary Director positions 
must make a personal statement of between 
100 and 200 words in support of their 
election either in writing in advance or 
orally at the AGM before voting commences.  
All volunteers or nominees must be 
seconded to be eligible to stand for election. 

Yours sincerely 

Kate Housden 

Company Secretary (lsec@gmail.com)  
07900 583306 
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Registered Office:  Secular Hall 

75 Humberstone Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB 

Email: mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Website: www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

LSS is a company limited by guarantee  
Reg. No. 06292639 

President - Harry Perry:   

Tel:  07795 097635 

Email:  harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Chairperson - Eleanor Davidson:   

Tel:  079 303 28755  

Email:  chair@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 
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Email:  treasurer@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk  
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Tel:  01509 211468 

Email:  memsec@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 
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Tel:  07900 583306   

Email:  kmhousden@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Library and archives - Gillian Lighton:  

Tel:  07989 122917  

Email:  gillianlighton@hotmail.com 

Hall bookings/maintenance - Mike Burden:  

Tel:  07722 782727 

Email:  secularhall@gmail.com 

Events Coordinator - Allan Hayes: 

Tel:  0116 241 8747  

Email:  allan-hayes@ntlworld.com 

Website and news - Frank Friedmann:  

Tel:  07947 573951  

Email:  web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk 

Secularist Editor - Harry Perry:  

Tel:  07795 097635 

Email:  harry.perry1@btinternet.com 

Keyholders:  Mike Burden, Harry Perry and Gillian 
Lighton are keyholders for Secular Hall. 

Audio-visual kit:  Normally held by Mike Burden. 

All can be reached by post via the Hall address. 

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright 
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society.  Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers 
accept no liability for views expressed.  As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views may be published subject to 
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Society images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education.  Resolution is reduced to prevent 
onward commercial use.  The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol.  An 
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated - with a link to the Society website. 

Leicester Secularist  

copy deadline 
The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon 
on Thursday 7th November 2013. 

We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems, 
news, cartoons, book reviews, etc.  Please send 
via the Hall or email to Harry at the address in 
the box adjacent. 

Include photos or illustrations where you have 
them.  Please aim for 700 words.  Longer articles 
may be accepted where appropriate but please 
ensure they are submitted well ahead of the 
deadline (and the same goes for handwritten 
items that might need a lot of typing up). 

The subsequent copy deadline looks like being 
Thursday 5th December 2013. 

Thanks 

Harry Perry, Editor; Jill Perry, Subeditor 

The motley crew 

Our Society is Secular to its very core 
So we’ve given a hearing to many a bore 
Alongside those who rant and rave 
(No allusion there to our good friend Dave). 

We Freethink our way to no conclusion 
But feel assured we’re free of illusion 
For one opinion is as good as another 
And gender no worry when choosing a lover. 

Our Rationalism teaches that science is king 
And out of the window orthodoxy we fling 
Studying evidence till our faces turn blue 
Then, loath to commit, we just start anew. 

The Humanist thread provides the glue 
Love for mankind (and womankind too) 
Yes, all have a place in our big tent 
But isn’t it odd some still observe Lent? 

Our Atheist friends on this put a brake 
‘Don’t you realise really big things are at stake? 
The world is just chaos, there is no order 
At least not beyond this country’s border’. 

Then the Agnostics with their double Dutch 
Why can’t they see they concede too much? 
Sitting on fences can only bring piles 
Puzzling that many find the logic beguiles. 

But now I’ll bring this rhyme to a close 
And confess that I am glad I chose 
To spend some time with this motley crew 
And not with the god squad of old Jesu! 
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