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Usury: on the relative ethical acceptability of …
We might sympathise with the informed that: ‘The Ethical
sustainably in the interests of
Investment Advisory Group
Archbishop of Canterbury’s
shareholders.’
embarrassment and irritation (EIAG) of the Church of England Shareholders? Why should the
carries out ethical investment
at (the revelation of) the
interests of those (risk-forgetting)
research on behalf of the three
Church of England’s (inwhiners take precedence over
national investment bodies of the those of customers? Particularly
adherence to its own)
investment policies. Except it Church of England …’ (my
when those customers are the
emphasis in bold).
has been here before.
shafted, share-less poor to whom
Because this is not the first
the Church supposedly provides
Which does beg the question
time the seeming ineptness of that, in failing to recognise its
pastoral succour.
its ‘Ethical Investment
(indirect) attachment to a lending The EIAG statement goes on to
Advisory Group’ (EIAG) has
company whose activities it
quantify the ‘cut-offs’, above
been exposed.
which it deems necessary the
Two years ago, when the
washing of its ethical hands of
CofE’s News Corporation
involvement with whichever
share holdings became
company. These vary
embarrassing, the EIAG
dependent upon the business
engaged in some moral
area, and individual policy
posturing by threatening to
documents detail the ‘…
offload them. I don’t know
Church’s policy and to explain
whether or not it actually did
the theology, ethics and
so; but quite how it calculated
reasoning underlying the
the relative ethical worth of
policies’. For example: ‘The
that investment beforehand …
EIAG recommends against
well, I suppose an
investment in any company, a
understanding requires being
major part of whose business
present at those meetings.
activity or focus (defined as
more than 25% of group
The EIAG’s ‘About Us’ page
turnover) is … [among others]
previously stated: ‘Ethical
… high interest rate lending…’
investment restrictions apply
‘Usury is a great evil’, Jacob Jordaens, 1645 The document for ‘High
to companies involved in
http://www.wikipaintings.org/en/jacobmilitary products and services,
interest rate lending
jordaens/usury-is-a-great-evil-1645
pornography, alcoholic drinks,
investments policy‘ provides a
gambling, tobacco, human
more thorough (though not
abhors, it has somewhat failed in unconfusing) explication of what
embryonic cloning and weekly
its remit. Which is actually a
collected home credit.’
the CofE finds acceptable/
unacceptable practice on the part
Instigation of review and inquiry better way of viewing this
‘serious inconsistency’, rather
of money lending companies. It
now is all very noble bluster.
than assuming a deliberately
states early on (page 1): ‘The
However, wasn’t some sort of
recommended investment
EIAG’s intent is that, under this
reconsideration effected two
opportunity; or deliberate
policy, investment should be
years ago? Certainly, the above
flouting of recommendation
avoided in specialist consumer
statement now reads subtly
against – either of which would
finance businesses that may
different: ‘Ethical investment
be
scandalously
hypocritical,
no?
exploit, or over-burden with debt,
restrictions apply to companies
Because
the
Church
is
surely
lower income borrowers.’
involved in military products and
most concerned with the
services, pornography, tobacco,
Then, after a few biblical quotes
exploited customers of the
gambling, alcoholic drinks, high
as guidance, and a little
interest rate lending and human companies invested in. Isn’t it?
theological history, it brings us
Well: ‘The national Church
embryonic cloning.’
into the context of the modern
investment bodies are supportive
And in November 2011 the EIAG of companies that seek to develop economic world, with a (seeming
published a ‘Statement of Ethical their businesses successfully and
Investment Policy‘, which
(continues on next page)
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that regulated high interest
lending businesses are the
counter-biblical?) justification of “lesser of two evils” does not
‘responsible’ lending, before
mean that the businesses are
reasoning (page 6 [27]) thus:
appropriate investments or
‘However, the EIAG’s view is that sources profit for Church
investing bodies.’ [sic]
investment in weekly collected
Before concluding (page 9 [44]):
home credit, unsecured shortterm lending and pawnbroking is ‘The EIAG’s recommendation is
inconsistent with biblical
that specialist providers of homeguidance, contemporary
collected credit, unsecured shorttheology, and the practice and
term loans (“payday loans”) and
values of the Church on high
pawnbroker loans should be
interest rate lending and lending excluded from investment.’
to poorer members of society.’
Unless the turnover of that high
And then (page 7 [29]): ‘It is
interest rate lender is less than
sometimes said that legal high
25%?
interest lending is at least better Reports suggest Archbishop
than leaving people at the mercy Welby’s declaration that
of illegal loan sharks. This can
tolerability of sin in a complex
certainly be the case, but the fact

(continued from previous page)

world is relative, with credit
unions lesser than so-called
payday lenders, amounts to an
irreversible tack. But the EIAG
has for at least two years adopted
a relativist policy – both interand intra-sin: as long as the
Church does not invest in
companies making too much
money from whichever sinful
enterprise, then that’s ethically
tolerable. But if ill-gotten gains
exceed EIAG stipulation on
accepted proportion of turnover,
then investment is recommended
against. Which is not wholly in
the interests of
shareholders. But the
Church does have its
reputation to uphold.
Lee Turnpenny

The minimod - almost there!
It’s been a bit of a rollercoaster month with the
modernisation project. Some
times a slow plod with only
three or four men on site and
at others close to ten from
different trades - and now
with the painters, including a
woman too.
Derek, the site foreman, has had
the job of co-ordinating all this,
trying to keep things on track for
the completion date. I’ve played
my part too in giving quick
decisions and final tweaks before
things were set in concrete literally!

Now the painting is well advanced
it is possible to visualise the final
outcome and all the hard work
begins to look worthwhile.
But there are still many things to
finish off before Friday 15th
November, the revised handover
date. I’m pretty certain we will be
having our AGM (Sunday 17th
November at 3pm) in the Francis
Ridley meeting room but whether
the new audio-visual set-up will be
ready is another question ...

It is hard to exaggerate the
amount of time consumed in
sorting out very tiny details of
things - the measurements and
pattern for the underseat
perforated steel screens, for
example; or the choice of lock
handle and suiting of doorlocks;
the length of stepladders we’ll
need to reach to lights and the
ceiling-mounted projector - and
still be able to accommodate in the
special cupboard; the colour and
number of border tiles in the
kitchen; and the type of cabling
and connectors needed for the
audio-visual system.
Sixty new and more comfortable
chairs have been ordered to
replace the polyprops and we’re
looking at new folding tables too so
that we can do proper buffets and

sit-downs.
It’s all stressful, but also exciting
to see it coming to fruition.
This all sounds as if we’re
spending your money like there’s
no tomorrow but we are being as
economical as possible while
getting a quality result - and on the
fundraising front the last two
weeks have seen a further £1,300
donated (thank you!), making it
possible to tick off a couple more
items on the wish list.

On the economical front the
recyclers among you will be
pleased to hear that I’ve been
renovating a battered old beech
table from City of Leicester School
and it’s coming along nicely, albeit
retaining a little of its
‘distressed’ character!
This will be the new
speaker’s table.
Harry Perry
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Forthcoming events
Sunday 10th November, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: New topic: Cllr. Baljit Singh on the
role of the local councillor. Cllr. Singh explains all about local democracy in Leicester and
how the work of the local councillor fits into the bigger picture.
Sunday 17th November, 3pm, Secular Hall: Secular Society Annual General Meeting.
Members-only event to receive reports from officers and to elect the new Board.
Tuesday 19th November, 7.30pm, The Parcel Yard (next to the station): The sceptical
bobby. Stevyn Colgan with 30 years of service in the Met talks about his grass-roots
scepticism and innovative methods of tackling crime. Skeptics in the Pub. Non LSS event.
Sunday 24th November, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: War no more. Veteran campaigner and
Vice Chair of CND, Bruce Kent, asks ’Why don’t we end the scourge of war?’
Sunday 1st December, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: New topic. Fair, healthy and
sustainable - how our food system should be. Geoff Tansey is a writer, consultant and
Honorary Fellow of Bradford University’s Department of Peace Studies. He argues that
choices about how we feed ourselves this century are also choices about what kind of future
we humans want, in the face of unprecedented challenges from climate change.
Sunday 8th December, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Anu’s Feast. Anu Kapur will be
presenting a feast of a buffet with home-cooked North Indian dishes. Limited to 50 places
that MUST be booked beforehand. £10 per head, £8 concessions. Phone Mike on 0116 270
3335. Only 20 seats left!
Sunday 15th December, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: The Dirty Thirty. A film paying tribute
to the group of Leicestershire pitmen who stood alone in the county in support of the 1984
miners’ strike.
Sunday 22nd December, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Winter Solstice quiz and party. Bring
and share seasonal food and drink at our fun-filled traditional end-of-year event. All welcome.
Midwinter break
Sunday 5th January 2014, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: Headstrong meeting. Ease yourself
into the new year with this informal discussion night. Just come along with something that
you’d like to get others’ views on or have your say on what others raise. All welcome.
Sunday 12th January, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: All Our Stories end-of-project event.
(Postponed from 10th November.) A celebration of the project.
Sunday 19th January, 6.30pm, Secular Hall: On yer bike! Dr Dave Horton and Andy
Salkeld tell us all about how they are getting Leicester cycling.

The need for
secularism ...
There has been many an
excellent oratory, strongvoiced or well-worded
statement for the
justification and need for
secularism and a secular
society, but perhaps none
so poignantly as in the talk
Anne Marie Waters gave at
the Leicester Secular
Society earlier this year.
The horrific truths and
examples cited by Anne Marie
in regard to the injustices
against women, along with the

Panorama programme on
Sharia Councils in Britain, are
the proof – if proof were
needed – that such practices
should be not just condemned,
but outlawed in this country.
Yet we have the incongruous
situation in the UK where we
have a relatively (but by no
means completely) secular
governing system with a
recognised official state
religion, yet what are clearly
immoral and unethical
‘religious laws’ (surely the
ultimate misnomer) of some
other religions seemingly
deemed acceptable.
Sharia Councils, subordination
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of Muslim women (or any
women), injustices and
inequalities based on a religion
or the word of some God
should be completely and
utterly unacceptable in our
society (or any society); just as
it should be completely and
utterly unacceptable to
condone such practices.
It’s because of people like Anne
Marie Waters we are proud to
be advocates for secularism.
And delighted to be members
of the Leicester Secular
Society.
Keith Buck and Chris Lloyd

A wry look at Catholic social teaching
This was an interesting event.
The speaker was fluent and
spoke with conviction. The
rolling wave of her list of
social items to which she said
the Catholic Church was
committed swept over me like
an Atlantic breaker.
My pen flew down the page
as fast as I could manage and
I involuntarily found myself
internally saying, ‘Yes, yes,
yes …’ as she outlined what
she said was her church’s
social policy.
‘Yes: care for the earth.’ Ho
yes, looking after the
environment is really
important.
‘Yes: rejection of war. –
Especially nuclear. Yeah:
Seems to be the same as CND
– perhaps she’s a member
too.
‘Yes: rejection of the throw
away culture!’ Fine, perhaps
she’s a fellow member of
Friends of the Earth as well!
‘Wooo – Empowering The
Peaceful Resolution of Disputes
by Building Trust!’ Sounds a bit
like bonding activities you might
find at a Woodcraft Folk Camp –
hmmm – real good stuff eh?
The list goes on: Yes to The Need
for Transparency in Relationships
– Decisions should be reached by
consensus.
We should aim for Sustainable
Living and recognise that we
must hand an intact world on to
the next generations …
All this sounded wonderful. But
then I began to think that the
history and indeed recent events
showed the Catholic Church as
an institution very much at odds
with the worthy, if not rosy vision
which was presented to us. ‘How
far were these ideas church
doctrine?’ Apparently they are
not: they are a list drawn up by
the Church’s social affairs

committee: the church
hierarchy, it seems, does not take
an interest.
I had just been to a Museum of
the Spanish Inquisition in
Cartagena, Columbia. I
remembered an innocent-looking

contraption that consisted of a
plate under the victim’s jaws, and
a similar metal plate that held the
top of the victim’s head. The holy
brothers would screw the top
plate down until, first, the
victim’s teeth would fall out, and
then the bone at the back of the
eyes would give way, letting the
victim’s eyeballs fall back into the
skull ... God is love: or that’s one
way to get a confession. The
speaker’s response was that
these people were doing wrong,
and they knew it. Well, I do not
think that makes it OK and I think
they thought they were doing
these things in the name of the
Lord.
What about the wave of scandals
that have swept the Catholic
Church? I hardly need to remind
readers of the child abuse that
has practically bankrupted the
North American branch of it.
What about the connivance in

There was a knock on the door this morning.
I opened it to find a young man standing
there who said:
‘Hello sir, I'm a Jehovah's Witness ...’
I said ‘Come in and sit down.’

these horrors by bishops simply
shifting offending priests on to
another parish – where they
would offend again. Where’s the
transparency?
There have been financial
shenanigans as well. In the 80s
there was the affair of the
Vatican Banco Ambrosiano:
which ended somehow with
its director, Roberto Calvi,
found swinging with a rope
round his neck under a
bridge over the River
Thames. Apparently the P2
Masonic Lodge was involved.
I am not sure if the full story
has ever been told – but there
was a great deal of missing
millions from the bank’s
accounts…
How can a church claim a
justice-based social policy
when its anti-contraception
and abortion stance have
created millions of unwanted
children? When its priests
have stood up for fascism in
country after country? For
example, in the Spanish Civil War
dead Francoist soldiers were
given a church interment with a
memorial in the church, while
Republican soldiers were simply
thrown in an unmarked ditch.
Not that it is any big deal being
remembered in a church – it’s the
humiliation inflicted that is the
point.
I felt saddened after this talk.
Here was a woman of impressive
bearing and assertive but
appealing delivery promulgating
policies that may not be church
policy anyway and, when
questioned, coming out with a
range of glib excuses for church
behaviours: and we did not even
get to the topic of
gender roles in the
Roman Catholic
Church.
Michael Gerard

I offered him coffee and asked, ‘What would
you like to talk about?’
He said, ‘Buggered if I know, I've never got
this far before.’

Leicester Secularist 4

Mike needs a helping hand …
This is serious, can you help? As many of you
will know, our building manager Mike Burden
has been doing a wonderful job for the Society
in picking up the many tasks associated with
the management of Secular Hall. However, it
has become too much to ask of one volunteer and
so we, as a Society, have an obligation to find ways
of sharing the load.
With all the duties it would be best for volunteers
to be local to the Hall or close to the city centre but
it’s not essential as long as you are prepared to do
the travelling.
The things that Mike would like help with are:
Sharing the responsibility for opening the Hall for
events. Some of this involves regular room
hirers but there are also irregular users and one
-offs so the need can arise on any day of the
week. Occasionally this would mean periods of
cover for two to four weeks when Mike takes a
holiday.
Sharing the responsibility for setting up the Hall
for the Society’s regular Sunday evening
meetings. Essentially this means putting chairs
and tables out, getting cold drinks ready, etc.
This will be simpler in future as setting up the

audio-visual kit is being streamlined in the mini
modernisation project. You do not need
technical know-how.
Building maintenance. Ideally, Mike would like
someone with appropriate knowledge to take
this over completely. It involves weekly fire
alarm testing, arranging periodic servicing of
fire equipment, calling in contractors to deal
with repairs, arranging annual servicing of the
boiler, looking out for health and safety, etc.
This may all sound very technical but it is easily
learned and Mike will train you up!
Mike is happy to carry on taking room bookings
and such like and we have set on a a contract
cleaner so neither of those tasks will fall to any
volunteer.
Please do give careful thought to whether you are
able to help in any way. It is vital that we
collectively take responsibility.
Please contact Mike Burden to discuss the duties in
more detail.
Thank you
Harry Perry
Eleanor Davidson
President
Chair

Help!
We expect to get the
Hall back from the
contractor on Friday
15th November after a
‘builder’s clean’.
We have the AGM in the
Hall on the afternoon of
Sunday 17th November
and want everything to be
in reasonably good order
for that.
That means we have just
Saturday 16th November
to do a proper clean and
to return all the stuff we
moved out of the
contractor’s way back to
its proper places.
So, I’m appealing for your
help once again to come
down to the Hall from
09.00 on Saturday 15th
November to help out,
complete with Marigolds
and perhaps some
cleaning materials.
You should wear old
clothes and safe footwear.
But mainly, just turn up!
Many thanks
Harry Perry
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Anu’s Feast
Secular Hall, Sunday 8th December
Doors open from 6pm, food served at 7pm
This event is to help raise funds for the mini modernisation
Several Secular Society members are willing to swear that Society member Anu Kapur is one of the finest
cooks in the country.
Anu (with a little help from her friends) is preparing a feast. Her cooking is based on North Indian
cuisine. The food will be spicy but not eye-wateringly hot and will include vegetarian and nonvegetarian choices. Alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks will be available during the evening and, to add
to the excitement, there will be a raffle.*
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For a mere £10 per head (concessions £8) you will be able to enjoy a sumptuous two-course meal in the
company of fellow secularists in the newly refurbished luxury of the Francis Ridley Room.
Places will be strictly limited to 50 seats and must be purchased in advance. Tickets can be reserved/
obtained from Mike Burden who can be contacted on 0116 270 7076, or bought at Sunday evening
meetings.
This will be an evening of wonderful food and great company – and all for a very good cause.

O

Order your tickets today on 0116 270 3335!!
*Raffle Prizes needed
We have a number of prizes already assembled for the raffle but we need more. Can you help by offering a
prize of some kind? Something of value, new, or an unused gift? If you can help with this please get in
touch with Harry on 07795 097635 (harry.perry1@btinternet.com) or Hamish on 07706 535928
(hamish.w@ntlworld.com). Thank you.

Humanist wreath laying on Remembrance Sunday
Humanists will lay
wreaths on this year’s
Remembrance Sunday,
10th November, at war
memorials in Bedworth,
Coventry, Nuneaton and
Warwick.
At the Remembrance
ceremony in Nuneaton the
wreath will be laid by Mr Bob
Jelley of Coventry in his
capacity as the Humanist
Chaplain to the Mayor of
Nuneaton and Bedworth. At
the ceremony in Bedworth it
will be laid by resident Mrs
Val Jackson, in Coventry by
resident Mrs Audrey
Raishbrook, and in Warwick

by resident Mrs Jane Sault.
Mr Jelley is a retired head
teacher; Mrs Jackson is a
retired Debt and Benefits
Adviser and currently helps to
run a Credit Union in
Bedworth; Mrs Raishbrook is a
retired assistant to an NHS
Financial Director; and Mrs
Sault is a primary school
teacher.
All four are members of the
Kenilworth-based humanist
group Coventry &
Warwickshire Humanists
which was founded in 1974
and has long provided
humanist ceremonies (funeral,
baby-namings and weddings)
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for those in the local
community who have no
religious beliefs.
The humanist wreaths are laid
in memory of those brave men
and women in the armed
forces, of all faiths and none,
who have given their lives
serving their country.’
George Broadhead
Chairman of Coventry &
Warwickshire Humanists
For more
information
telephone: 01926
858450

To sleep, perchance to dream ...
Why sleep? Professor James
Horne of the Sleep Research
Centre at Loughborough
University answered this
question for us on Sunday 13th
October 2013.
‘To sleep,
perchance to
dream.’ So said the
Great Dane (no, not
Niels Bohr, the
other one!).
Professor Horne
gave a wide-ranging
talk about the
essence and
relevance of sleep
as well as
demolishing some
of its myths.
Sleep is a period of
unconsciousness, so
though all living
organisms have daily
rest periods not all can
be regarded as sleep.
Bees sleep for about
eight hours a day
during which time
their antennae are
lowered. Some birds
can sleep on the wing
and marine mammals, e.g.
dolphins, sleep by halves: one
side of the brain is awake
whilst the other side is asleep
and vice versa.
The human brain is about 2% to
3% of body mass but consumes
20% of the energy we produce.
However, large parts of our
brain are working hard all of
the time, e.g. brain stem. Sleep
is specifically for the brain
cortex. Periods of relaxed
wakefulness are sufficient to
allow the rest of the body to
recover from activity.
I was aware that our sleep is
cyclical, alternating between
periods of deep sleep and REM
(rapid eyeball movement) sleep.
I had not realised that soon
after sleep onset deep sleep is
more important and has more
or less disappeared after the
second cycle. Periods of REM

sleep are slightly shorter in the
first period of REM sleep and
longer in the remaining
periods. REM sleep are those
periods when we dream, but
interestingly they are also
times when the body is

paralysed so preventing us
from enacting our dreams.
A truly fascinating observation
is that human sleep patterns
resemble those of an infant to a
much greater extent than is the
case with other mammals. An
adult dog’s sleep is much less
like that of a puppy. Human
adult behaviour is more ‘infant
like’ than is the case with other
animals. We retain our
curiosity, playfulness and our
ability to learn new things right
into old age. For all mammals,
infant sleep is a time when its
developing brain deals with all
the new stimulation of
wakefulness and learns how to
deal with it – i.e. brain
plasticity, which allows us to
learn new things and change
our behaviour. In humans this
plasticity extends into
adulthood. This is an example
of neoteny, the retention by
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adults of traits previously seen
in juveniles. So though we may
not be able to teach an old dog
new tricks we can teach an old
human.
How much sleep do we need?
Newborns need something like
16 hours a day, during
which the REM periods
of sleep are greater.
Older adults may need
as little as 6 hours.
Some of the myths
about sleep loss
include the following.
We may experience
suspicious irritability
but we do not develop
psychoses or
hallucinate. We do not
hear voices.
The effects of shift
work on sleep patterns
can lead to poorer
health because it
interrupts our daily
rhythm. There is a
decreased ability to
cope and an increased
fragility of sleep.
The most serious
outcome of sleep loss is
its effect on driving. Ten per
cent of all road crashes and
20% on motorways are sleeploss related.
How to prevent sleepiness.
Prof. Horne was quite clear
that if you deploy any method
to stay awake whilst driving
you are unfit to drive. Winding
down the window, removing
shoes, driving faster, shaking
one’s head violently do not
work.
The only effective method is to
take a thirty-minute break and
ideally to have two cups of
coffee or a caffeine-laden drink
like Red Bull.
There were many other aspects
of sleep touched on
by Jim Horne and I
would recommend
that you visit http://
jimhorne.co.uk.
Mike Burden

The BBC, CofE and the NHS
The Unholy Trinity
today there are 8.75 FTE
while just around the corner the
During the first half of this
vacancies, equivalent to 328
year the BBC sent Freedom of East London NHS Foundation
Trust reduced its hours, between hours. In itself this might seem
Information requests to
2010 and 2013, by an outrageous insignificant, but taken as a
National Health Service
whole it shows the lie behind the
1. Yes, this isn’t a joke, a 1
Trusts in England. By
BBC’s propaganda. Translated
(ONE) hour reduction in three
complete coincidence, so did
years. This is even less of a joke: into ‘hours’, it is easy to show
the combined Secular
during the same period, Taunton that there has, in fact, been a
Societies of Bristol and
general increase in hours
and Somerset NHS Foundation
Nottingham. The BBC chose
available to chaplains working
Trust
reduced
the
time
available
to send their requests to
throughout the NHS in England.
for
chaplains
by
22
minutes!
Acute Trusts, 160 in total,
which represents only 73% of Shock! Horror! The people at
During 2008/9 the National
the 218 English Acute, Mental Aunty Beeb’s Religious
Secular Society (NSS) carried out
Health and Social Care Trusts. Indoctrination Dept will have a
a similar survey of NHS Trusts in
fit! A quick scan of the BBC’s
The secularists sent their
the United Kingdom and
results shows that a significant
requests to all of these.
Northern Ireland. The
number of FTE chaplains
Both sets of requests
then was 546 in England
concerned the employment of
alone. Today this figure is
priests in the National Health
559 (not counting the
Service. From the ensuing
vacancies). Not only that,
spin put on their results, it
but there are more of them
seems that the BBC was out
working in fewer Trusts! In
to show that the NHS
2009 there were 165 Acute
‘Chaplaincy Service’ had
Trusts, today 160, whilst
somehow overwhelmingly
throughout England the total
suffered during the recession.
number of all Trusts has
The Corporation’s questions
fallen by 19, from 237 to
were highly detailed and
218. The average number of
hugely informed, and were
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/ldgarden/2013/07/
FTE chaplains per Trust in
probably designed by an NHS
hospital-chaplaincy-an-interfaith-challenge/
2009 was 2.30; today that
insider: a chaplain and/or
stands at 2.56, representing
senior manager. Anyhow,
number of Trusts had indeed
a 10% increase in chaplaincy
this is the line that the BBC
marginally reduced the working
provision in NHS Trusts in
subsequently spun:
hours.
England.
‘40% of NHS Trusts reduce
According
to
the
secularists,
Two further areas of chaplaincy
chaplaincy hours!’
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells
employment were questioned in
Over a period of three or four
NHS Trust made one FTE (fullthe BBC’s Freedom of
days early in July 2013 the BBC
time equivalent) priest redundant Information request: the
put this message out nationally in
but the BBC’s figures, not
‘religious make-up’ or, as they
broadcast after broadcast with
mentioned in the broadcasts, give put it, ‘the Faith profile …’ of the
not one dissenting voice. No one
a very different picture. The
chaplaincy teams and the
was asked by the BBC to offer an
hours of working priests
‘Agenda for Change’ Banding
alternative point of view on these
increased from 49.1 to 75 at that (pay scales) for each of the faith
programmes. If that wasn’t
Trust! One out, two in!
groups. It appears that this
disgraceful enough, the BBC’s
information has not been
Another
aspect
ignored
by
the
interpretation of the results of
published by the BBC. A simple
BBC
was
the
number
of
available
their FoI requests bordered on
little question: why not?
vacancies
in
the
NHS
for
the mendacious, and if nothing
chaplains,
who
can
earn
between
A simple little answer: to do so
else, was certainly extremely
£21,000
and
£56,000
p.a.,
and
would
embarrass the Church of
misleading. That 87 Acute Trusts
who receive on top of that a
England, which in the BBC’s eyes
had not reduced chaplains’
working hours was left aside; nor ‘Recruitment and Retention’ dole- appears to be untouchable,
did they mention that nearly one- out of just under £4,000. This is beyond both criticism and
to say nothing of the on-call and
censure. The 2008/9 survey by
third of all Trusts had increased
the NSS showed that around 80%
the hours worked, around 50% of overtime payments.
them significantly so. North East The secularists’ research showed of the FTE chaplains were CofE.
Moreover, most of these are partthat there had been only 6.39
London NHS Foundation Trust
increased its chaplaincy hours by FTE redundancies since the last
General Election in 2010, whilst
100% (from 37.5 to 75 hours),
(continues on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
timers doing a second or perhaps
even a third job. For example,
Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust
has a 1.78 FTE priest
establishment and a head-count
of 9 chaplains working between
them 66.75 hours = 7.41 hours
per priest; and on average
throughout the NHS there are 5.4
of them in each and every Trust
which indicates a total blessed
workforce of around 1,200
chaplains. Why would this make
the Church of England feel
uncomfortable? Because, at
around 1,000 part-time Anglican
chaplains, the figures do a wee
bit more than merely suggest
that the NHS has been swamped
– perhaps the word should be
infiltrated – by CofE clerics. The
NHS is stuffed to the rafters with
them.
The Church of England appears
to be milking the National Health
Service to subsidise its own wage

bill! The Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby,
recently vowed to close down a
payday loan company because of
the way it operates. It is a great
pity that Mr Welby is unable to
see the logs in his own eye.
CofE apologists claim that
‘Health Care chaplaincy’ is a
‘vocation’ and that it takes six
years of training. This is clearly a
complete nonsense: with so
many working only one day a
week, or less, in the NHS, it isn’t
in any sense a ‘calling’, and the
training has little, if anything, to
do with the health of the nation.
Their training is for the
priesthood – nothing more,
nothing less.
Why the NHS employs these
people is something of a mystery.
They first appear at the birth of
the Service in 1948, no one
knows why they are there or who
sanctioned them. Here we are 65
years later with the Department
of Health unable to say how many

clerics are employed and utterly
clueless when it comes to the
costs involved.
The sums, in hard cash terms, are
not inconsiderable. It costs the
NHS an average of around
£55,000 per annum per FTE
chaplain. The costs are made up
of wages; recruitment and
retention fees; stand-by and
overtime payments; National
Insurance and Pension
contributions; office and
administration costs; and
unbelievably, it also includes the
provision and maintenance of
churches, chapels, prayer rooms,
etc. The NSS 2008/9 survey
came across two Trusts prepared
to admit paying for organists!
The whole package is costing the
NHS in England alone around
£30 million p.a. and rising. More
than enough cash there to reemploy at least 1,000 of the 5,000
nurses made redundant since
2010.
Dennis Penlova

Oliver Cromwell, Queen Victoria, Mary Whitehouse, and Sexting
Yet another spurious,
artificial, sex scandal,
generated off the back of our
Puritan culture’s perverse and
aberrant attitude towards
nudity, and the perfectly
natural actions and emotions
surrounding the reproductive
drive and processes.
The ability of online bullies to
blackmail young puberal
teenagers through internet social
media sites is entirely dependent
on the condemnatory attitude of
our society towards developing
youngsters embarking on the
normal exploratory interactions
of finding eventual, family-raising
partners.
Our culture has a serious, splitpersonality, emotion-generating
mania with regard to nudity and
depictions thereof. In a TV
programme that touched on his
upbringing, Alan Bennett talked
of a school visit his class made to
the art gallery in his native
Leeds. His teacher talked of the
pictures being ‘rude’: a mild
condemnation normally replaced
with the expression
‘pornographic’ in the emotionridden sphere of those fanatics
who wish to restrict and imprison

the two different attitudes within
our culture to art (define it) and
reality. Why are artists granted a
licence to produce and display
images that would put the rest of
us in prison? In one episode of a
French TV5Monde programme
devoted to the Grand Tour they
visited Florence to view the
public art produced in the Medici
period. Brilliant stuff, and all
explicit in a manner that would
attract censorial cutting if
attempted today. Only in films
like Tea with Mussolini are they
allowed to get away with
discussing the artistic merits of
statues, complete with exposed
dangly bits, because they are a
few centuries removed to the
distant past. And then there are
the cherubs. It’s paedophilia
gone mad. It’s not so long ago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_nude that a mother in Britain was
threatened with prosecution for
all who dare to engage in
including in a photographic
following the normal practices
exhibition a perfectly innocent
dictated by their reproductive
drives. The only ‘normal’ attitude snapshot of her naked son and
daughter playing on the beach.
to such matters that I’ve seen
expressed was written into Cider Don’t you realise that
with Rosie.
you’re all a load of
balmpots?
Ever since I was old enough to be
bothered about such matters, I
Wilf Gaunt
have found it difficult to reconcile
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Concert, flute and piano
Oadby flautist and flute teacher Jonathan
Wakefield is a man with catholic musical
tastes. It was his choice of music, played by
him, Bristol pianist Natalie Harnett and
singer/narrator Harriet Daghorn, from
Bromsgrove, at a concert at Secular Hall on
20th October.
The opening composer was a name unfamiliar to
me: Jacob Gade (1879-1963). But the music was
very familiar: Tango Fantasia, a piece which
perfectly evokes Argentina, the country where the
tango originated. Remarkable that Gade was
Danish!
Next came an elegant classical work, the
Hamburger Sonata in G major by Carl Philipp

Above: Jonathan Wakefield and
Harriet Daghorn
Left: Natalie Harnett (electric
piano) and Harriet Daghorn

Emmanuel Bach, son of the great Johann Sebastian
Bach. Jonathan described C. P. E. Bach as the
founder of the classical period of music (roughly
1750-1820), which would make him the forerunner
of the two greats of the period, Joseph Haydn and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
The group followed with a completely contrasting
work, Café Music from Musique Française by Gary
Schocker, born in 1959.
Then more modern music: The Emperor and the
Bird of Paradise, a work for flute and narrator by
the British composer Alan Ridout (1934-96). This
was an opportunity for Jonathan to show his
virtuosity. The work reminded me of the most
famous work of the type, Peter and the Wolf by
Sergei Prokofiev.
Harriet, still at school, demonstrated her delightful
singing (as opposed to narrating) voice with I
Dreamed a Dream, from the popular modern
musical Les Miserables, and Somewhere Over the
Rainbow, from the 1939 musical film The Wizard of
Oz.

The group’s first half ended
with another unfamiliar (to
me) composer, Giulio
Briccialdi (1818-81). But,
again, the music was
familiar: Carnival of Venice.
I think of the modern British
composer John Rutter (born
1945) as mainly a composer of religious music. So
the Prelude and Waltz from his Suite Antique were
a surprise. They reminded me of pieces by the jazz
pianists Dave Brubeck and Bill Evans.
After a sonata by the modern German composer
Paul Hindemith, Natalie got a solo spot. She
played two preludes by Sergei Rachmaninoff. The
first was typical, dreamy Rachmaninoff, the second
was a more powerful piece.
The programme should have concluded with
Fantaisie Brillante, by the French flautist François
Borne (1840-1920), based on irresistible melodies
from Georges Bizet’s opera Carmen.
But the group threw in two bonus items: part of
the most famous work dedicated to the seasons,
that of the Italian baroque master Antonio Vivaldi,
and a work by the classical Italian violin
maestro Nicolai Paganini.
To summarise: a very diverse musical
programme.
Terry Larkin
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Regional Director for Latin
America and the Caribbean at the
Center for Reproductive Rights,
‘Catholic Morality’ to children,
serious questions will be asked as ‘most women in Brazil will never
be able to get a legal abortion.
to what exactly is meant by
Even in cases of rape and when
‘Catholic Morality’. Concordat
the mother’s life is in danger it is
Watch doesn’t shy away from
very difficult’.
providing a few opinions.
A 2010 study revealed that,
As someone who went to a
Catholic school myself, my guess despite the law, 22% of Brazilian
women had had abortions and
is that pupils regularly find
50% of those had been
themselves lectured on the evils
hospitalised due to complications.
of contraception and, more
especially, abortion. Concordat
Various polls also show that the
Watch concurs. As it so brilliantly vast majority of Brazilians want
the law to stay as it is. The
states:
‘The Vatican knows that the best education system without doubt
has a massive impact on this
way to control a woman is to
prevailing view.
burden her with more children
As Concordat Watch points out,
than she feels able to cope with.
the war against contraception is
Almost a century ago Pope Pius
XI stressed that married women
not over either; the Vatican has
must be “fruitful” and “obedient”. simply changed
tack. In
Nowadays “fruitfulness” is called going after women’s sexual
freedom, ‘it’s more strategic to
“giving life” and “obedience” in
attack abortion than
Vatican-speak becomes “true
contraception. This is why
freedom”. Regardless of what
they’re called, fruitfulness leads
churchmen claim that morningto obedience, as a woman worn
after pills and IUDs are
out with childbearing will be
“abortificient”. Vatican envoy
more docile and her children will Archbishop Zygmunt Zimowski
serve as hostages. Her inability
has even told the Worth Health
to leave may even turn into
Organisation that emergency
acceptance. Psychologists have
contraception is a “direct attack”
found that ‘the less control
on the life of “the unborn child”.
people feel over their own lives,
Apparently, the Archbishop
the more they come to endorse
knows better than most scientists
systems and leaders that offer a
who say that these methods work
sense of order’.
by preventing fertilization.’
This matters, and it has a real
One of the most astounding
impact. In Brazil, whether the
Concordat Watch also reveals the
government is legally obliged to
astonishing facts in fact the
allow the Vatican to dictate
Slovak government fell following
morality in schools, abortion
the refusal of the Slovak Foreign
remains illegal in most
Minister to sign the controversial
circumstances. Though it is
‘conscience concordat’ and this
technically legal in some cases,
prompted the Christian
according to Monida Arango,
Democrats to pull out of the

coalition.
Concordat Watch is arranged by
country, and clicking on the
country concerned gives the –
often considerable – detail.
Germany is a particular eyeopener.
Concordats have been made with
many an unsavoury character
over the years, including
Mussolini, Hitler, Franco and
Jean-Claude Duvalier – to name
but a few. They’ve attacked
women’s rights through
education, avoided the taxman
and duped parliaments with
shady methods of legislative
passage. They are antidemocratic and anti-secular; they
profoundly undermine the notion
of the separation of church and
state by binding governments
(and successive governments) to
contracts which allow an
effective Catholic supremacy to
take hold in vital areas of public
life.
As Concord Watch concludes,
‘These church-state accords give
the church massive state
subsidies and other privileges.
They can effectively force liberal
Catholics to observe
orthodoxy, and can
disadvantage nonCatholics as well.’
That, I would say, is
putting it rather mildly.
Anne Marie Waters

This is going to cause a
temporary difficulty as both
Eleanor and I are stepping down
from these positions. This means
the new Board will have to decide
what to do - but I expect it will
adopt the expedient of appointing
acting officers from among its
number.
Eleanor may explain her reasons
for not standing again but for my
part I simply feel I need a rest. It
has been an unusual year for me
what with the mini modernisation
to run and the Secularist to edit
as well as being President and
lately also with next season’s

events programme to organise.
While I’ll be seeing that through,
along with the minimod, I will
also be stepping down as Editor
of this hallowed journal.
No successors have as yet been
found to take it on and the new
Board will have to decide what to
do. If somebody with the
requisite skills and
mindset is found then I
wish them the best of
luck - and hope they
can quickly grow a
thick skin too ...

(continued from previous page)

President’s column
I haven’t much to report on
this month as my time has
been almost entirely taken up
with the mini modernisation.
But there were a couple of
Board meetings, one of which
is reported on separately in
this edition by our excellent
Chair, Eleanor Davidson.
The other concentrated on
arrangements for the AGM and
took cognisance of the fact that
we have had no nominations for
the positions of President and
Chair.
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Anne Marie Waters is the
spokesperson of the One Law for All
campaign and a council member of
the National Secular Society. The
views expressed are those of the
author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the NSS.
http://www.secularism.org.uk/

Harry Perry

Report of LSS Board meeting, 27th October 2013
• Two new members approved.
• Diane and Alan Waring have retired from cleaning
the Hall. Alternative arrangements for paid
cleaners are being discussed and researched.
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

NOTICE OF LEICESTER SECULAR
SOCIETY 2013 AGM

This year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM)
will be held on Sunday 17th November at
3.00pm, in Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone
Mike Burden is finding the voluntary role of
Gate, Leicester LE1 1WB.
Building Manager arduous. A volunteer will be
sought to share building management with Mike.
The meeting will provide members with an
Gillian Lighton has sought an extension for the All opportunity to hear officers’ reports and to
discuss the direction of the Society.
Our Stories project from HLF and will now
arrange the final presentation and party for
Members can also elect persons to fill
12/01/14.
vacant positions as Directors.
The Biffa Award was announced in the Leicester
Members of six months’ standing may
Mercury. There will be further publicity at our revolunteer themselves, or be nominated by
enactment of the original opening of Secular Hall
another member, for election as an ordinary
on 09/03/14. The Award was conditional on
Director either in advance of the AGM or at
changes to the articles of LSS. The necessary
the start of the election item at the AGM.
motions will therefore be put to the AGM.
Candidates for ordinary Director positions
A quotation for reupholstering FR Room benches
must make a personal statement of between
is too expensive at £8,000. Materials may cost
around £1,500 for a DIY reupholstery.
100 and 200 words in support of their
election either in writing in advance or
Building progress has slowed down a little and
orally at the AGM before voting commences.
our QS has been seeking to speed things up. It
now seems ‘95% certain’ that completion will be
All volunteers or nominees must be
15/11/13. Volunteers needed to clean the FR
seconded to be eligible to stand for election.
Room on 16/11/13. There will be a later call for
Yours sincerely
volunteers to paint and decorate stairs and toilets.
Kate Housden
New chairs are to be ordered; tables to be
Company Secretary (lsec@gmail.com)
ordered at a later date.
07900 583306
A Food Hygiene certificate may be needed.
Volunteer(s) for training will be sought from the
membership.

• Sonja Grossner made a complaint against Harry
Perry, as events co-ordinator, re a music event
which will now not go ahead. The Chair will write
to Ms Grossner apologising for any unintended
offence.
• Items for the Events Programme were discussed.
Comedian Kate Smurthwaite will appear at the
Hall in February, as part of Leicester Comedy
Festival.
•

•

•

•
•
•

Sorority and sobriety ...

A militant Atheist and a Christian priest have hooked
up together for a trip to a conference on feminism and
diversity. They take turns to drive while debating the
limits to sisterhood between women of such diverse
opinion. The Christian assures the Atheist that both
she and God will forgive her for her sins.
The Atheist is behind the wheel but suddenly loses
control and a serious crash follows. Both are thrown
The last Secularist with Harry Perry as Editor will clear of the wreck.
be published in December 2013. When the new
On dusting herself off the Atheist remarks to the
Board considers any offers to edit the journal, the Christian what a stroke of luck they’ve both had in
option of closing it will be a possibility too.
surviving the crash but the Christian responds ’not so
A grant from Castle Ward Community Funding is
much luck as divine intervention - God granted it’.
being sought for a defibrillator to be installed at
The Atheist shrugs and looks through the wreckage
the Hall, inclusive of training for a number of
for her copy of The God Delusion. She is surprised to
members.
find an unbroken bottle of communion wine in her
The visit from members of Conway Hall Ethical
Society was very successful. The Chair noted that acquaintance’s baggage. On seeing it her travelling
it was a particular honour to welcome back
companion declares ‘Hallelujah! God has blessed us
Barbara Smoker and Terry Mullins to the Hall.
twice today!’
Recent incidents of visitors wearing niqabs or
‘Let’s not put it to waste then!’ says the Atheist,
praying at the Hall were discussed.
handing the priest the wine. She promptly crosses
The Accounts for 2012/13 and Asst. Treasurer’s
herself, glugs a third of the bottle and hands it back to
report were accepted.
the Atheist with an ironic smile.
A special pre-AGM Board Meeting was arranged
The Atheist, without drinking, puts the cork back in
for 03/11/13. Date of next regular Board Meeting the bottle, returns the smile and says, ‘I think I'll just
24/11/13.
wait until the police get here before I celebrate.’
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Tel: 07947 573951
Email: web@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk
Secularist Editor - Harry Perry:
Tel: 07795 097635
Email: harry.perry1@btinternet.com
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Please remember to update John Catt, the
Membership Secretary (contact details
above), if you move or change any of your
contact details.
Thank you.

The copy deadline for the next edition is 12 noon
on Thursday 5th December 2013.
We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems,
news, cartoons, book reviews, etc. Please send
via the Hall or email to Harry at the address in
the box adjacent.
Include photos or illustrations where you have
them. Please aim for 700 words. Longer articles
may be accepted where appropriate but please
ensure they are submitted well ahead of the
deadline (and the same goes for handwritten
items that might need a lot of typing up).
Thanks
Harry Perry, Editor; Jill Perry, Subeditor

An ode to ‘faith’ schools,
based on the Al-Madinah School’s
OFSTED Report:
Please send your children
To the Al-Madinah School
‘Praise Be to Allah!’
That is our only rule!
We won’t teach any science
All this stuff about the apes
In Maths we don’t do fractions
We just cut out paper shapes
‘Algebra’ is Arabic
But we’ve forgotten that
Boys sit at the front, OK?
And girls, you’re at the back
Shakespeare hasn’t been here
We don’t know his work
And never mention Darwin
You’ll send us all berserk
Instead we’ll tell you stories
Of nomadic non-events
Of smiting tribes, stealing wives
And living in a tent
And we haven’t paid our bills
But Allah will provide!
Here comes a tax inspector
Better run and hide!
Gareth Gee
Read more: http://
www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/story-19992329detail/story.html?#ixzz2j2p7l9R0

Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright
The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit undertaking of Leicester Secular Society. Please note that the views and proposals
expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, and the Editor, the Society and its officers
accept no liability for views expressed. As the journal of a Freethought organisation any member’s views may be published subject to
the usual constraints of avoiding libel, occasional editing to fit the space available and intrinsic merit. When writing please abstain
from gratuitous bad language and avoid being unnecessarily offensive, especially to other members! We express our thanks for nonSociety images sourced under the fair use convention for the purposes of debate and education. Resolution is reduced to prevent
onward commercial use. The contents may be reproduced at will unless the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol. An
acknowledgement of the source (for original material) would be appreciated - with a link to the Society website.
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