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On October 26th, Peter Tatchell 

delivered an outstanding lecture to a 

packed Secular Hall. Using examples 

from across the world, he described 

how organised religions were a 

threat to human rights. He gave 

chapter and verse on the way 

different religions have held back 

and opposed human rights. 

Religions Oppress

Peter Tatchell argued that wherever 

organised religion has political 

power, it has oppressed. In his view,  

it was vitally important to separate 

church and state and ensure that the 

law was applied equally to everyone. 

If you expect supermarket checkout 

staff to handle pork and alcohol, then 

you should also expect all solicitors to 

deal with divorce and all doctors to 

deal with fertility. He argued that 

organised religion posed a significant 

threat to the rights of women, gays 

and religious minorities. He then 

gave examples from across the world: 

Ÿ USA - Evangelical Christians 

threaten women’s rights through 

their opposition to women’s control 

over their fertility and same sex 

marriage.

Ÿ Russia - Putin and the Orthodox 

Church are in an unholy alliance, 

creating laws directed against the 

LGBT people.

Ÿ Israel - the extreme interpretation of 
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TO HUMAN RIGHTS
IS THE BIGGEST THREAT

Peter Tatchell’s message:

Judaism has undermined the Peace 

Process and led to attacks on Gay 

Pride.

Ÿ Syria - he described the conflict with 

ISIS as a battle against clerical fascists 

and likened it to the fight against 

fascism in Spain in the 1930s.

ŸNigeria - he cited Boko Haram and 

the witch hunts by Evangelical 

Christians

Ÿ Uganda - draconian attacks on gay 

rights.

Ÿ Pakistan - the use of blasphemy 

laws to repress religious minorities.

Ÿ Iran - the Shia Muslims persecute 

the Sunni.

 Saudi Arabia - the Sunni persecute 

the Shia.

Britain

Both the Blair  and Cameron 

governments have given religions 

exemptions from the equality laws. 

Twenty six bishops sit in Parliament 

as of right. The only other state where 

clerics have this right is Iran. 

Religion has spearheaded the fight 

against the new approach to the 

rights of gay people. Although the 

core values of Christianity are love 

and compassion, he accused the 

Church leaders of  preaching 

discrimination. He criticised the 

former Archbishop of Canterbury, 

J o h n  R u n c i e  f o r  ‘ O r we l l i a n  

doublespeak,’ when he described 

Christians as a persecuted minority. 

He believed that the British religious 

leaders were out of touch with their 

own congregations. A 2012 poll 

showed that 55% of British religious 

people agreed with same sex 

marriage. He nevertheless played 

tribute to the many religious 

individuals, like Ghandi, who have 

played an positive roll in the battle for 

human rights. 

Global Capitalism

Peter Tatchell conceded that if you 

considered economic rights as part of 

human rights, then it could also be 

argued that global capitalism posed a 

very significant threat to human 

rights. During questions, Peter 

Tatchell gave an amusing account of 

his heroic attempt to make a citizen’s 

arrest of Robert Mugabe. Finding it 

difficult to conceal their presence 

outside Mugabe’s hotel, they fooled 

his security staff by telling them they 

were waiting for Elton John.

“I am a Secularist”  - Peter Tatchell

ORGANISED RELIGION

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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Q
“I cannot believe that there is any being in this 

universe who has created a human soul for 

eternal pain. I would rather that every god 

would destroy himself; I would rather that we 

all should go to eternal chaos, to black and 

starless night, than that just one soul should 

suffer eternal agony.”

“It has always seemed absurd to suppose that a 

god would choose for his companions, during 

all eternity, the dear souls whose highest and 

only ambition is to obey.” 

“Laughing has always been considered by 

theologians as a crime. Ministers have always 

said you will have no respect for our ideas 

unless you are solemn. Solemnity is a condition 

precedent to believing anything without 

evidence. And if you can only get a man solemn 

enough, awed enough, he will believe 

anything.”

“With soap, baptism is a good thing.” 

“If a man would follow, today, the teachings of 

the Old Testament, he would be a criminal. If he 

would follow strictly the teachings of the New, 

he would be insane.” 

Robert G. Ingersoll (1833 - 1899) was an 
American, orator, and agnostic prominent 
during the Golden Age of Freethought.

uotes

Sunday 23rd November, 3pm: LSS AGM. 

Members only. Officers will review the past year, 
motions will be discussed. Elections held.

Sunday 30th November, 6.30pm
The serious business of humour. John Florance of BBC 
Radio Leicester will talk about the so-called British 
sense of humour. No joking.

Sunday 7th December, 6.30pm
‘The Most Valuable Englishman Ever’. Leicester Human 
Rights Arts and Film Festival. A remarkable 1.5 hr 
documentary about Tom Paine, author of The Rights of 
Man and one of the Secular Hall busts.

Sunday 14th December, 6.30pm
Religious privilege in the UK. Harry Perry offers a 
round-up of the many ways in which religion is 
privileged in the UK.

Sunday 21st December, 6.30pm
The Winter Solstice Quiz. Quizmaster Trevor 
Chesterton compéres this traditional LSS fun night . 
Bring seasonal fare and drinks to share. All welcome.

Sunday 4th January - no meeting

Sunday 11th January
11.00am Sunday Assembly

6.30pm Film: The Lives of Others  is a powerful tale of 
life in East Germany. An actress and her dramatist 
partner are spied on by secret police under orders from 
the Ministry of Culture.

Sunday 25th January 
Burns Night Supper

The traditional celebration of the life and works of 
Rabbie Burns with pipes, poetry and performance. 
Includes tasty traditional fare

Sunday 1st February, 6.30pm
Islam and Secularism: is there any Common Ground? 
Usama Hassan from the Quilliam Foundation

Sunday 8th February
11.00am Sunday Assembly

6.30pm Headstrong meeting

Sunday 15th February
Comedy Festival event with Sanderson Jones Comedy 
Sale Pt II £10 members £8

Tuesday 17th February, 6.30pm
Darwin Day Lecture:  Drug and alcohol policy: time for 
a new Scientific Enlightenment?- Dr David Nutt

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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from the
editor

Hunt’s Timid 
Response? 

The Secular Society is currently seeking tenders from builders to revamp the 

Secular Hall’s shop fronts to Humberstone Gate. This work will be 

undertaken next year with the aid of a grant from Leicester City Council. It 

has been worked up in full consultation with the Council’s conservation 

officer.

The work will include repairing stone sills and cleaning the ground floor 

stonework. The terracotta busts will also be carefully cleaned by hand. The 

door to the  ballroom entrance will be replaced with a new bespoke 

historically accurate article. The existing vestibule floor will be replaced 

with historically accurate tiled surface. The panels hiding the original iron 

gates will be removed and panels will be fixed on the back of the gates so the 

originals can be seen. 

The funds are being provided by a Council fund which is directed just at 

shop front improvement. It will cost in the region of £10-12,000 This means 

that work is not being done on the rest of the facade of the building. In the 

process of drawing up the bid, it was estimated that a full restoration and 

refurbishment of the whole facade would cost in the region of £34,000.

At the moment, the priorities for the building are to repaint the all windows 

facing the courtyard. These have remained untouched for years. A specialist 

contractor is looking at how to make the stairwell meet with fire regulations. 

If this is possible, it would mean that the upstairs rooms could be brought 

back into use. It is also hoped that a new ceiling can be provided to the  

basement karate studio.

SHOP FRONT FACELIFT
City Council to Provide Grant for

Last year,  a YouGov poll revealed 

that the majority of British people 

want state-funded schools to be 

secular. The poll asked whether 

the Government should "make all 

state schools secular” and stop 

them having special links with 

religious groups. 48% agreed that 

state schools should be entirely 

secular. Those opposing stood at 

38%, whilst 14% did not know.

It is a shame that the Labour 

Shadow Education Secretary 

Tristam Hunt, does not act on 

what has public support. Whilst 

his call for religious teaching in 

faith schools to be inspected by 

Ofsted is to be welcomed, it does 

not address the wider issues of 

social segregation created by faith 

schools. He said himself that "you 

cannot have a situation where you 

have these schools as islands, either 

around ethnicity or religion." 

However, he went on to say that 

"faith schools remain an important 

part  of  the English schools 

landscape" and an "absolutist 

answer" of no more faith schools 

was not practical given the "forces 

pushing against this." One can ask 

who are the forces pushing 

against this? Clearly it is not 

public opinion.

Dividing children by the faith of 

their parents has led to terrible 

situations across the world, and 

entrenched sectarian divisions. 

As Secularists we would like 

publicly funded faith schools 

phased out. It is encouraging to at 

least see the role of such schools 

being examined. But as welcome 

as Tristan Hunt’s comments are, 

his response remains extremely 

timid.

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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FRED LEE
Leicester Secular Society can be truly 

saddened by the passing of Fred Lee. 

It is possible that many members 

may not be aware of his significance 

in the Society's history. However, it 

can be said that his influence is still 

there in the life and conduct of of the 

society, years after he left Leicester to 

return to the USA.

The main reason for his enduring 

influence lies in his reforming of 

aspects of the Leicester Secular 

Society in ways that probably saved 

it from terminal decline and are 

probably reasons for its continued 

existence today.

He turned up in about 1990 as an 

economics lecturer at de Montfort 

University. He found that Leicester 

was home to "the oldest Secular 

Society in the World", and soon 

involved himself in its management. 

He became treasurer and found a 

plethora of small bank accounts 

which seem to have been set up for 

specific purposes and then forgotten 

about.

After rationalising the situation he 

found that the Society did, indeed, 

have a healthy balance, and, 

therefore a future. He went on to 

become President of the Society, a 

post that he filled for a number of 

years during which the Society 

gained in strength and numbers of 

members.

Fred and his daughter, Sally, 

participated in the Woodcraft Folk 

for a number of years. Its co-

operative principles and outdoor 

activities held a strong appeal for 

him. He was passionate in his 

political life. For a time he was the 

expression of the Industrial Workers 

of the World in England and created 

a branch in Leicester. Numerically 

small - it was recognised as 

significant by other left groups.

He was a comrade with a sense of 

humour, and an efficient organiser. 

And he was the only person to have 

touched Joe Hill, the American IWW 

organiser and songwriter who was 

executed by the American state in 

1911.This came about because the 

IWW were denied access to the posts 

and mails, and Hill's ashes were 

impounded before they could be 

taken for scattering where Hill 

specified. Fred located them, 

retrieved them and placed them 

where Joe Hill wished them to be.

Leicester Secular Society must 

express its gratitude for the years of 

service that Fred afforded the 

Society; and express condolences to 

his wife, Ruth, and his daughter 

Sally, who survive him.

Michael Gerard 

I had the pleasure and privilege of 

working with Fred (Lee) on the 

Leicester Secular Society committee 

for ten years, I as secretary and Fred 

firstly as treasurer and later as the 

first American to be President of the 

Society, Fred’s knowledge of 

economics was crucial in his role as 

treasure.

The Society was well over a hundred 

years old at this time and our 

financial system was “Dickensian”, 

Fred simplified the whole banking 

arrangements and brought us 

forward a hundred years, and 

prepared us for the 21st century.

As President he was hands on with 

lots of good ideas, an admiration for 

Leicester Victorian Society, as well as 

his love of Leicester Secular Society, 

and a way of bringing the principles 

of the American constitution into the 

debate, particularly regarding free 

speech for all. So it is very apt that we 

have a bust of Tom Paine on the 

facade of the hall.

Fred was instrumental in our 

programme, and most importantly 

in our increase in membership, the 

Society had been in decline, and Fred 

with a few other new members 

possibly saved the Society from 

extinction, so playing a truly 

important role in the history of 

Leicester Secular Society, for which 

we will be forever grateful.

Fred’s ever cheerful personality 

made it easy to work with him, and I 

remember those years as happy 

times, and I will always remember 

them, and him, with fondness, and a 

smile.

Thank you Fred and a sad farewell 

from all your comrades here in 

Leicester. 

Love & Solidarity 

Lyn Hurst (past president) 

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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AS I PLEASEHamish Whiteley

AS I PLEASE
Our house move is about to be 

completed this Saturday, so I'm 

writing this in a state of some chaos, 

having spent the last weeks cleaning, 

painting, re-wiring, demolishing, 

plastering and moving endless 

boxes from one place to another.  All 

this means that I have rather been cut 

off from the news and friends and 

family and e-mail and all those 

things that usually occupy at least 

part of my time.

I enjoyed hearing Peter Tatchell and 

take my metaphorical hat off to him 

for his tireless work campaigning for 

human rights in various forms.  I left 

the talk wanting the discussion to 

move on from a documentation of 

the iniquities of religion (and there 

are many) to the (to my mind) more 

important question of why so many 

people seem to be drawn to the more 

extreme forms of religion, often with 

s u c h  d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s  f o r  

themselves and society.  

I've read various accounts of this 

phenomenon but find none of them 

really convincing.  It is something 

we as secularists should think about 

more; so often in the press we see the 

distinction made between ordinary 

reasonable mainstream religion and 

the more fanatical versions with the 

inference that the fanatics are wrong 

but the reasonable mainstream 

versions are acceptable.  We should 

be against any special pleading or 

state influence from any religion, 

whatever the variety.

The shambles around the child 

abuse enquiry continues.  I'm surely 

not alone in finding the scale of child 

abuse that is emerging absolutely 

staggering.  No-one can be in any 

doubt now about both the scale of 

historical abuse and the abuse that is 

happening now in our towns and 

cities.  The police have in the past 

turned a blind eye to much of what 

they were aware of and we can only 

hope that this is changing now.  

Much has been written about the 

causes of this, and the conditions 

that have allowed it to carry on 

unchallenged for so long.  But it is 

not only the police and social 

services and schools who have 

important lessons to learn.  

Not so long ago the UN rated the 

experience of being a child in the UK 

as very poor, and I think that we 

have an attitude to children in this 

country that contributes in some 

part to the abuse that many suffer.  

For the most part children are 

hidden, kept indoors, not allowed 

out due to the dangers of traffic and 

'strangers'.  

Children are often kept out of adult 

social situations and are treated not 

as young people who are learning to 

be adult people, but as something 

separate, strange and rather 

threatening.  When one goes abroad 

one notices the difference almost 

immediately, for children there are 

far more visible and included and 

involved in daily life.  Hiding our 

children away does not in any way 

equip them to deal with life, and 

encourages a culture of secrecy and 

deceit.  

If any substantial and long lasting 

change is to happen as a result of the 

Child Abuse enquiry let us hope it is 

not only about the treatment and 

care of vulnerable children but about 

the way we treat and interact with all 

our children, each and every one of 

them.

Hamish Whiteley

Jean Davies, aged 86, died on 1 

October after starving herself to 

death over five weeks. Jean was a 

Vice President and later World 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Vo l u n t a r y  

Euthanasia Council. She wrote  

Choice in Dying and was a Vice 

President and later World President 

of the Voluntary Euthanasia Council. 

Jean was forced to choose this 

difficult option because of the lack of 

a humane assisted dying regime in 

this country for those who have a 

settled and uncoereced wish to die, a 

cause Jean dedicated much of her life 

to. Jean took her life in the only way 

she believed was legally available to 

her and was adamant that no one 

should find themselves in trouble 

over her death.

Jean was an active member of the 

humanist movement for decades, 

Jean was originally from Rossington, 

Yorkshire. She studied Philosophy, 

Politics and Economics at Oxford in 

1947, however she had to leave when 

she got married as she did not first 

gain permission from her college (the 

practice at the time!) She had to 

complete her studies at  the 

University of London. She went on to 

become a Maths and History teacher 

in Cardiff. She campaigned for years 

to gain full membership to her local 

Standing Advisory Council for 

Religious Education (SACRE) in the 

city. 

JEAN DAVIS

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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Secularism was fundamental to the 

development of feminist thinking in 

the C19th century. This was Dr Laura 

Schwartz’s theme in her lecture on 

‘Infidel Feminism.’ Ms Schwartz has 

recently published the first in-depth 

study of a distinctive brand of 

women’s rights that emerged out of 

the Victorian Secularist movement. 

Until now, this strand has been 

almost entirely ignored in histories 

the women’s movement. Although 

Dr Schwartz observed that C19th 

Secularism had something of a 

macho culture in , she made the point 

that women had opportunity to 

part ic ipate in the Secularist  

movement in ways that were not 

available to them in the churches. 

Freethinking Women

Dr Schwartz agued convincingly that 

Freethinking women were at the 

forefront of the Victorian women’s 

movement. In so doing, she has done 

much to rehabilitate the reputation of 

Harriet Law - a heroic pioneer 

socialist and feminist. Unfortunately, 

no photograph of Harriet Law has 

been found, likewise I have not been 

able to find any record in the press of 

her meetings in Leicester. However 

these two press reports from 1865, 

give a flavour of what she said and 

how it was received.

A Heroic Pioneer

Western Daily Press, 15th Dec 1865

Yesterday evening Mrs Harriet Law, 

the Secularist lecturer, delivered an 

address, being the third of the series 

to a very large audience. The subject 

was "The Degraded and Oppressed 

Condition of Women caused by Religion 

and Ignorance." As on the previous 

evenings, the audience that is to say, 

the Christian portion, who formed a 

large majority, listened with ill-

concealed disgust to the horrid 

blasphemy that  issued in  a  

continuous stream from the lips of 

the lecturer, ....they sought to drown 

her words with yelling, shouting, 

hissing, badinage, and so on, but the 

lecturer was too used to that sort of 

thing to be abashed or silenced in 

this way.... At the close of the 

meeting, which had to dissolved 

summarily, consequence of the 

uproar that prevailed, it was 

necessary to call in the aid of a large 

body of police to protect the lecturer 

from the maltreatment that seemed 

to be threatened. 

What She Said

A press account of the same speech 

given earlier that year tells us 

something of what she said:  

Bury Times - 14th January 1865

'She asserted that woman was 

oppressed. Locke said that of all 

k inds of  oppression mental  

oppression was the worst, and of all 

kinds of slavery intellectual slavery 

was the worst. She held that a 

woman was oppressed in the worst 

s e n s e .  S h e  w a s  o p p r e s s e d  

intellectually, and had not that 

chance of developing her intellect 

that she ought to have. She was 

considered inferior to man, and the 

reason was that her education was 

neglected.... She was taught that in 

childhood she was dependent upon 

her father, and in womanhood upon 

her husband, and ..... the reason why 

women were not equal with men 

was because she was oppressed by 

the customs of society. Woman was 

man's equal, but she was taught to 

consider man her superior. In Great 

Britain there was nearly half a 

million more women than men, and 

consequently there was a large 

number of women who must 

support themselves. In London there 

were nearly as many women 

employed in shops and different 

trades, as there were men, and she 

would ask why should they be shut 

out from those professions where 

they could acquire a great amount of 

money? The reason was that they had 

been taught by the superstitions of 

every country that woman was not 

man's equal, and that she could only 

l i ve  b y  p l e a s i n g  m e n .  T h e  

consequence was that her mind was 

principally occupied by trifles; and 

hence, when men were in company 

Infidel Feminism - Ned Newitt

Laura Schwartz apologised for the 

price of her book, but gave us the good 

news that a paperback would be 

available soon

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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Should the Secular Society obtain Charitable Status?

Charities exist to benefit the 

public. There are two aspects to 

public benefit: the 'benefit aspect' 

- the purpose must be beneficial, 

any detriment or harm that 

results from the purpose must 

not outweigh the benefit; the 

'public aspect' – it must benefit 

the public in general and not give 

rise to more than incidental 

personal benefit.

I think that we have a strong case 

for saying that the activities of the 

Society are beneficial to society in 

general and that our members 

only receive incidental benefits. 

Apart from some members' 

meetings such as the AGM, all 

our meetings are open to the 

p u b l i c  a n d  o u r  r e g u l a r  

publication, the Secularist, is 

available to all on line at no 

charge.

Control of Charities

A charity must be run by its 

trustees and members for public 

benefit. They have a fiduciary 

duty (the obligation of undivided 

loyalty) to ensure that its 

resources are only used for the 

purposes set out in the trust deed. 

Where trustees have a conflict of 

interest they are expected to 

declare it and in any event always 

act in the best interests of the 

charity and not for their own, or 

another organisation's, benefit.

Leicester Secular Society – 

Currently governed by an elected 

Board of Directors who are 

expected to work within the 

objects of the company and, as 

directors of a not for profit 

Public Benefit
with women, their conversation was 

trifling, because they thought it best 

suited to the female mind. 

Superstition taught that because 

man had no suitable partner woman 

was created for him, and such a 

doctrine was degrading to woman. 

Woman had a mighty power in the 

world either for good or for evil, for 

she had the training of the young; 

and therefore her faculties ought to 

be developed to the greatest possible 

extent. At a church congress of 120 

ministers 100 of them declared that 

they had become ministers through 

the influence of their mothers. 

Woman had no political existence, 

but she had some sort of social 

existence, and she ought to have a 

voice in the laws which she was 

called upon to obey. If women had 

their proper position they would not 

be a dead weight upon their 

husbands or their fathers. 

It was, Mrs. Law said, the false 

teaching of the priests which kept 

woman and the working classes in a 

state of subordination. She believed 

it to be the mission of women to talk, 

although as much as possible had 

been done to keep the women 

uneducated, so that they might have 

nothing to talk about. 

Mrs. Law proceeded at considerable 

length to enunciate the right of 

woman to occupy any position 

which she was capable, and said she 

believed that if women were better 

educated,  had more general  

information, and were less under the 

guidance and control of priests, they 

w o u l d  r e n d e r  h o m e  m o r e  

interesting, and be more true to the 

end for which they were designed. 

They wanted a fair field and no 

favour, and they asked for nothing 

else. Woman had proved herself 

morally superior to man, and no 

nation could be progressive unless 

the women were competent to help.

continued John Catt

company limited by guarantee, 

are expected to maintain the same 

standards as the trustees of a 

charity. However the Board can 

pursue policies that directly 

benefit members (within the 

objects) if it so chooses which 

would not be permissible to the 

trustees of a charity.

Leicester Rationalist Trust – 

Currently governed by a Board of 

Trustees who appoint their 

successors and are expected to 

work within the objects of the 

trust deed. The law places a 

fiduciary duty on them and they 

are expected to maintain the same 

standards as the board of a 

registered charity. Self appointing 

boards of trustees are acceptable 

to the Charity Commission.

The Commission expect the 

Board of Trustees of a charity to 

ensure that its membership is 

c o m p e t e n t  a n d  p r o p e r l y  

qualified. They have the power to 

appoint trustees where they rule 

that  exis t ing trustees  are  

incompetent.

An article on the removal of non-

charitable trustees can be found at 

http://www.step.org/removal-

trustee .

(to be continued)

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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Over thirty members and guests 

attended this well presented talk 

by Kerry Ann Sedgewick and Tricia 

Lessells of Leicester Animal Aid on 

2nd November.  The two short 

t a l k s  f r o m  t h e  s p e a k e r s  

sandwiched a professionally 

produced 10 minute video on the 

(mis)treatment of animals.  

Rights or Compassion?

Tricia began by dismissing the 

notion that animal rights activists 

were close to terrorists - as 

portrayed in some parts of the 

media.  Certainly our two speakers 

seemed far from that description!  

She then said there were two basic 

approaches to animal welfare issues 

– one based on compassion and the 

other on the notion of rights.  She 

went on to argue that the fight for 

animal rights lay in the same 

tradition as the fight to abolish 

slavery and the fight for women's 

emancipation.  It was a matter of 

dignity and rights, one of which was 

the right to justice – e.g. that a hippo 

needs a mud bath as much as a 

human being needs education.  This 

l e d  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  ' e q u a l  

consideration' for animals as for 

humans.  Jeremy Bentham, George 

Bernard Shaw, Tolstoy, Desmond 

Tutu and even Peter Tatchell were 

all called upon as supporters of the 

essential message, that animals 

have the capacity to suffer and a 

right to live free.

It was argued that animals may well 

suffer more in captivity than do 

humans as they do not have the 

capacity (as far as we know) to 

intellectualise their situation.

Non-Human Persons

That there is a growing world-wide 

trend toward vegetarianism and 

respect for animal rights was 

evidenced by a recent decision of 

the Indian government that 

dolphins and whales should be 

considered 'non-human persons'.  

In the USA there are a series of 

ongoing cases around the rights of 

at least some animals.

Kerry followed the emotive video 

by arguing that just because 

animals don't have the capability of 

defending their own rights (I'd 

question this after seeing a pride of 

circus lions turning on their 

'trainers' in a You Tube video!) it 

doesn't mean they can't have rights.  

The position of people with serious 

disabilities was a similar scenario – 

where their rights were often 

defended by others.  Perhaps they 

can't have the same set of rights but 

they could be similar, based on the 

ideas of respect for them as living 

beings, not to be abused or 

exploited.

Legislation

Secret video filming of factory 

farming had revealed many abuses 

and one call of the animal rights 

movement was for mandatory 

CCTV monitoring in abattoirs.  This 

seems a reasonable demand to me.  

Again, despite much protective 

legislation and the existence of the 

RSPCA it was clear that much abuse 

goes on in all sorts of situations in 

different parts of the world, from 

cosmetics testing to performances 

derived from virtual torture.  In the 

UK the 1986 Animals Act forbids that 

animals be used in experiments if 

there is an alternative.  Kerry 

believed this is not always observed.  

B u t  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  l e g a l  

requirement that all drugs before 

being released for human use must 

be tested on two species of animals 

first.  And then they are killed rather 

than rehomed.

Report - Harry Perry

Various other activities were 

brought into question, for example 

the restrictive enclosures of zoos and 

aquariums, trophy hunting, and 

'canned hunting' where animals are 

bred to be hunted.

In discussion it was argued that 

evolution is blind to these sort of 

considerations and humans have 

evolved as omnivores as shown by 

their dentition.  In response Kerry 

pointed out that the great apes have 

huge canine teeth but are vegans!  

(The argument also fails on the 'is-

ought' test:  just because something 

is the way it is does not mean it is the 

thing we ought to do in future.)

THE RIGHTS OF ANIMALS

 Kerry Ann Sedgewick

Tricia Lessells 

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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continued

Ritual Slaughter

It was argued that the meat trade in the UK is highly 

regulated to protect animal welfare.  In response it was 

argued that many abuses have been revealed – and an 

audience member pointed out the cruelty of religious 

slaughter had been given an exemption from the law.  A 

vegan in the audience argued strongly that any form of 

industrial animal farming must involve cruelty and that 

ritual slaughter was possibly the least of it.  A view with 

which I am inclined to agree.

Dogs and Pigs

While we all think that animal welfare has to be 

protected, in some measure at least, my personal view is 

that a concern for animal welfare can only 

philosophically be based on some notion of rights being 

ascribed to animals in the same way as we ascribe them 

to humans.  The problem for me and for one or two 

others in the audience was 'where do you draw the line'?  

While it is easy to give high ranking and a range of rights 

to our close primate relatives very few would think of 

granting a cockroach the same.  Doing it by genera 

would be problematic too as while some e.g. mammals 

are our favourite pets, others are seen as vermin and 

pests that can be killed at will to protect our own 

welfare.  Doing it by intelligence might reverse the 

current positions of dogs and pigs.

Perhaps after all we must start with 'fellow-feeling' and 

forget about the science?

Harry Perry

The stars and planets will not affect your life in any wayAries
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One of the most challenging arguments put forward 

by Chris Williams in his lecture on Sunday 9th 

November was that leaders of Britain's armed 

forces in WWI were not the fools and 'donkeys' of 

popular tradition. He argued that they were as good 

as you could get at the time, keen on new military 

technology and strategically and tactically 

competent. 

I think I just heard on Radio 4 that Rudyard Kipling, 

in the 1930s, did not share this view. Neither did one 

of the earliest books I read that led to me taking a 

more critical view of warfare in general. That was 

"The Donkeys" by Alan Clark, first published in 

1961 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lions_led_by_donkeys

Harry Perry

Lions or Donkeys?

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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Review - Caroline Moles

MG2 Poetry Orchestra
Both of the members of MG2 Poetry Orchestra have the 

initials M and G: Thus the name. Merle Gering does the 

poetry (well, 95% of it) and Michael Gerard, Leicester 

Secular Society Member, provides music and sounds 

from a wide range of musical instruments and noise-

makers spread out before him to back up the sentiments 

of the poems and read a couple of his own.

Merle's poems speak with an individual voice. Some of 

his poems are very short – such as this one...

I Am Dead Easy to Live With

Nothing to share

No new poems.

Family storms don't help

Can't tell you details

I'm sure you know all about it.

This seemed to touch a chord in the audience. Some of his 

poems are long and wrought, partly from his background 

of growing up in a family of Jewish faith in California. It is 

to be hoped that he will not resent the suggestion that 

there is something of the ex-hippy about him. It is out of 

this mix that one of his longest, and perhaps best, poems 

emerges. “The New Hagadah”. Merle explains that the 

Hagadah is a Jewish prayer book, originating from slaves 

in Egypt – including stories, prayer and songs.

His Hagadah brings together the massacre of a 

Palestinian family in Gaza recently, Kristalnacht and 

murders of Jewish people in Germany with the ways in 

which governments tried to reduce the influx of fleeing 

jews to their countries by making it well nigh impossible 

to gain entry visas.

Merle shifts gear into prose towards the end of this six 

page poem. The final section “Never Again” begins thus:

“Jewish survivors and descendants of the Nazi genocide 

we unequivocally condemn the massacre of Palestinians 

in Gaza and the ongoing occupation and colonisation of 

historic Palestine. We further condemn the United States 

for providing Israel with the funding to carry out the 

attack and western states more generally for using their 

diplomatic muscle protect to Israel from condemnation. 

Genocide begins with the silence of the world.”

Michael played but little music while this poem was 

delivered. He felt that there was little to add support to 

these words. It was more appropriate to use, for example, 

French horn to accompany “Where is the poem watching 

trains that pass in the night,” bodhr n*  on “The thing 

that Sings its own Song” (an umbrella), in which Merle 

á

gained enthusiastic audience participation. Violin was 

used to go along with Merle's poem entitled “The Kama 

Sutra of Balsall Heath” - a light hearted meditation on 

love.

The attendees were moved, amused and thoughtful at 

the end of the evening. Merle takes on a wide variety of 

subjects in his writing; his style of recitation 

communicates the meanings in his work – sometimes 

repeating a line several times to ensure that the message 

is clear – ensures a clear communication with the 

listeners.

A book containing much of his poetry is available 

through Michael Gerard at Leicester Secular Society 

meetings.

Merle Gering

Michael Gerard

* The bodhrán is an Irish frame drum 

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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How democratic is the EU? 

Andrew Legg died recently aged 65 

years. He was a member of the 

Leicester Rationalist Trust, the body 

which officially "owns" the Secular 

H a l l .  A n d r e w  c a m e  f r o m  

Teignmouth, and according to his 

cousins had a reasonably happy 

childhood. However, the death of 

his father while Andrew was still 

young must have cast a shadow over 

his youth, but he went on to 

Cambridge University where he 

studied Psychology.

He arrived in Leicester in 1971 to 

study for a certificate in education, 

and then got a job at South Wigston 

High School. He did not enjoy his 

first teaching experience there, but 

became involved in NUT and joined 

the grass roots teacher organisation 

Rank and File. Around this time, he 

took part in several demonstrations - 

I remember his glasses being 

smashed during an anti-racist 

demonstration in Lewisham in 

South London when the police 

charged the demonstrators with 

truncheons drawn.

He left teaching after a few years and 

went in to Community Work, which 

he loved. He was instrumental in 

setting up Belgrave Community 

ANDREW LEGG

Andrew (left) was an active member of Highfields No 1 Residents Association. In the mid 

1970s, he was one of those who successfully campaigned against the demolition of the 

Bartholomew Street area. This led to the introduction of a Housing Renewal programme 

throughout the City. He is seen here with fellow campaigners Peter Soulsby and Mike 

Pepper in the street they saved from demolition. (The editor) 

Centre, before moving to run 

Stocking Farm Community Centre. 

As a Secularist he appeared fairly 

frequently at meetings and became 

an important member of the 

Leicester Rationalist Trust and was 

staunch in his Secular views.

It was as a musician that he found 

enjoyment, and transmitted this 

enjoyment to others. He played 

fluent jazz and blues piano, and 

often accompanied his wife Tenner 

when she sang. Some members will 

remember the Winter Solstice party 

where he stepped up to the piano and 

he and Tenner delivered a set of jazz 

songs that really enlivened the whole 

event. The other side of his art was as 

a member of Coro Nostro - a small 

choir specialising in renaissance and 

Elizabethan choral music.

We will miss Andrew for his 

musicianship and hard work for the 

Society, but also for his ingenious 

argumentativeness and his hearty, 

unforgettable laughter.

Michael Gerard

ANU’s FEAST RAISES £230
Anu’s second feast was a great success. The quality of the cooking was only matched by the quality of the 

entertainment provided by Annie Williamson and Hamish Whiteley. Who will forget such great food when it is 

accompanied by the hilarious story of Hamish’s grandma’s hunt for draughts. Well done to all those who made 

it such a success.

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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LETTERS
Dear Wilf,

I think that you are a little confused about things. You 

contend that proof is concerned with things that conform 

with reality. Here’s the thing, reality is only measurable to a 

finite degree of uncertainty (see my article on certainty) , so 

we can only ever put a provisional level of uncertainty to 

any proof with this particular meaning. But let’s go with 

that definition anyway.

You explain that St Anselm’s (ontological) argument for 

the existence of god is flawed on the basis of a faulty 

premise. Quite correct Wilf.

Unfortunately, you then go on to assert that St Augustine of 

Hippo’s concept of time is somehow proven to correspond 

to reality. You come to a paradox while making the 

assumption that it is true. Ergo one or more of the assumed 

premises (certainly the concept of time you put forward) is 

not true. You make exactly the same mistake as the people 

arguing over St Anselm’s ‘Proof’, that is you assume a 

faulty premise.

When you discuss physics, your lack of knowledge is 

unfortunate. Electrostatic attraction and repulsion are real 

and measurable. The same is true for the Strong force, 

gravity, and quantum mechanics. We can hypothesise 

about how they arise, whether they are fundamental (ie 

not amenable to a simpler explanation) or how many 

dimensions it takes to explain them (which is what 

physicists are now doing).

But getting back to proof, and the reality we can measure; 

the things that correspond most closely to the accuracy of 

the uncertain measurements we take of our universe, we 

human beings have thus far proven that the speed of light 

is a constant, and that the mass of an electron is NOT 

constant, it varies according to the energy that it contains. 

This is what Einstein’s famous equation E=mc2 means, 

when the electron is moving it has more energy and its 

mass must therefore be larger than that of an electron at 

rest. Enjoy your day Wilf!

Regards,

Gush Bhumbra.

SECULARISTLeicester

The next copy deadline  is Mon 29th December 2014. 
We welcome new articles, letters, jokes, poems, news, 
cartoons, etc. You can send via the Hall or email 

Please include photos where you have them. Aim to 
write less than 600 words, although longer articles may 
be accepted if appropriate. Please ensure they are 
submitted well ahead of the deadline. 

secularist@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

any meaningful sense of the word about Darwinian 

evolution nor the Krebs cycle, nor Faraday's laws of 

induction, nor Maxwell's laws, nor the four laws of 

thermodynamics, nor a gazillion other facts. In fact it 

would confuse the students to constantly say we are 

only certain of one fact to 1 in a million or another to 1 in 

10 billion, particularly before A-level. Despite this, the 

scientific method and its uncertainties are taught at 

school, even before A-level.

At university, it is a different case entirely. Every lecturer 

will tell you that when reading a scientific paper you 

must be sceptical. Ask: Were the right methods used? 

Was the analysis correct? Are the statistics justified? 

Who wrote the paper? Who paid for it?

Every student is encouraged to doubt the certainty and 

come up with alternative hypotheses. But these 

hypotheses must be capable of being disproved and 

they must then end up not being disproved before they 

will replace something previously accepted. There is so 

much kudos to be gained by proving an established 

theory as requiring correction that no one would 

hesitate to publish a contrary result if they were sure 

themselves of the their own work.

BOOK THE HALL
The Secular Hall can be booked for morning, 

afternoon or evening sessions. The hall offers a 

fully equipped kitchen, wi-fi and an accessible 

toilet. 

The booking rates are:

Large Hall 
(the Gimson Room)  

This hall seats up to 75 or up to 60 diners. A 
kitchen and multi media facilities are 
available. 

£30 per session, (£5 extra to use the kitchen 
for catering)

Small Meeting Room 
(the Harriet Law Room)

This meeting room will seat 10 people. 

£12 per session. 

The times of the sessions are:

Morning: 9 - 1pm 

Afternoon: 2 - 6pm 

Evening: 6:30 - 9:30pm

For more details or to book:
Contact Mike Burden on 0116 2703335 t

continued

N e x t E d i t i o n

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon
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Sally is not as charismatic as one might reasonably expect of 

a paid solo performer; she is confusing (one spirit she 

claimed to have with her walked towards a supposedly spirit 

motorbike!?!); she is not humorous – at least, not deliberately 

Failing to really stir a morbid audience, the loudest response 

was the laugh when one punter corrected her mistaken claim 

that the relative under discussion was dead: “He's here!” 

“No, he's not in spirit.” If there's a skill here, it is how Sally 

seemingly takes such mishaps in her experience-borne 

stride, thinking on her feet.  I reckon this must take some 

stamina.  But there is something distasteful about discussing 

the disease symptoms of the deceased.  And the hubristic 

presumption in passing on reassurance that all is well now.  

She did not address the recent aforementioned unsavoury 

publicity, her only reference to it being her affected 

sympathy for one punter's tears when she said, “I've done 

enough crying of my own in the last two weeks.” Still, she 

can console herself with the positive love of her cacographic 

fans via her (negativity-censored) Facebook page.

At the end, with the lights back down, Sally rounded off by 

unconvincingly telling us that we all have the same gift – that 

of being able to talk to the dead.  Well, we can.  Though they 

can't hear us – because they're dead.  As was this event in 

many ways.  I got the feeling that Sally had given up on her 

'open-minded' Portsmouth audience – they were not feeling 

it.  Certainly, I overheard exiting conversations suggesting 

that Sally had ensured I was not the only sceptic leaving the 

venue.  

She's playing Leicester on the 24th November – in case you're 

concerned I'm being over-critical.

The British Humanist Association has called on 

all political parties, whatever the outcome of the 

general election in 2015, to prioritise removing 

the automatic right of bishops to reserved seats in 

the upper chamber of the UK Parliament as part 

of future constitutional reform. The call comes 

following a statement from Labour Leader Ed 

Miliband MP saying that his party would replace 

the House of Lords with an elected senate.

At present, 26 seats are reserved in the House of 

Lords for Church of England bishops, including 

the Archbishop of Canterbury, who together are 

known as the Lords Spiritual. Previous Coalition 

plans to reform the House of Lords included 

provisions for the Lords Spiritual to remain. In 

2012, a reform package intended to democratise the 

House of Lords planned to reduce the number of 

Bishops from 26 to 12. However, in the context of a 

smaller upper chamber, this would have in fact 

amounted to a proportional increase in size.

Public opinion is firmly against the bishops having 

reserved seats in the House of Lords. When the House 

of Lords Reform Bill was being debated in 2012, over 

2,000 people supported the BHA’s ‘Holy Redundant’ 

campaign by writing to their MPs, asking them to 

support the removal of the Lords Spiritual. At the 

same time, a YouGov poll found 56% of people did 

not support bishops in the House of Lords at all, 

compared to only 26% in favour.

Former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Rowan 

Williams, says there is no need to “panic” about 

Muslim primary school teachers wearing the full-

face veil in class. He said concerns that young 

children would struggle to learn from a woman 

w h o s e f a c e wa s c o ve r e d we r e “ l a r g e l y 

misplaced” and that there are other ways to 

"read” what people are saying.

House of Lords Reform:
BHA CALLS FOR REMOVAL OF
BISHOPS FROM THE LORDS

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society & BHA

continued

Let Muslim Primary School 
Teachers Wear Full-face 
Veil In Class

Ex-Archbishop of Canterbury says:

SANTA VS GOD
The atheist agenda

Is there really any difference?

Keeps a list of who’s naughty or nice

All-knowing and omnipresent

Long white beard

Taught to children by parents

Generally believed in by children

Not believed in by intelligent adults

Sing songs about

Demands sacrifices, tithes or cookies

Has servants or helpers

Never returns calls

Said to reward virtue and punish evil

Makes sense in any way

Has evidence for existence
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According to a new survey, more than half the UK 

population believe that religion does more harm than 

good. Less than a quarter believe that faith is a force for 

good.

The survey by HuffPost UK found that the majority of 

British people believe religion is not more likely to make 

you a moral person. In fact, more than 55% of those 

surveyed said that atheists are just as likely to be moral 

people as religious people. 

Religion  Harmful To Society

In an affirmation of common sense more than half of the 

people in the UK believe religion does more harm than 

good.

Even those 20% of British people who described themselves 

as being ‘very religious’ said religion was harmful to society, 

and a quarter said atheists were more likely to be moral 

individuals than religious people.

Of the ‘non-religious’ people polled, more than 60% said 

they thought religion caused more problems than it 

solved.The findings from the study, which was carried out 

by Survation, challenge widely held beliefs about religion 

and its place in modern British society.

The poll found that just eight percent of Britons describe 

themselves as very religious, whereas more than 60 percent 

said they were not at all religious. The results suggest that 

millions of people in the UK who describe themselves as 

belonging to a faith do not practice it.

Rejection of Faith

Linda Woodhead, professor of the sociology of religion at 

Lancaster University, said that the trend pointed to 

disillusionment with institutional religion in particular:

“What we are seeing is not a complete rejection of faith, belief in 

the divine, or spirituality, though there is some to that, but of 

institutional religion in the historic forms which are familiar to 

people.”

Andrew Copson, chief executive of the British Humanist 

Association, said:

“This survey just confirms what we know is the common sense of 

people in Britain today – that whether you are religious or not has 

very little to do with your morality. .......Not only that, people 

understand that religious beliefs themselves can be harmful to 

morality: encouraging intolerance, inflexibility and the doing of 

harm in the name of a greater good. 

Source: BHA & Progressive Secular Humanist blog

UK majority believes that:

RELIGION DOES MORE
HARM THAN GOOD

Chris Lloyd and Keith Buck of Talon


