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L.S.S. says Muslim ‘campaign’ against extremism is:

The President of Leicester Secular Society, Gush 

Bhumbra, has described a proposed campaign 

against extremism launched by the Federation of 

Muslim Organisation as ‘feeble and toothless’ The 

Secular Society has declined to support the statement 

of intent drawn up by Suleman Nagdi of the FMO 

because it fails to address the root of the problem. 

Gush Bhumbra said:

Wahhabism

“It is the view of the L.S.S. Board that whilst the 

Federation of Muslim Organisation’s statement is well 

intentioned, it is too feeble to make a difference.  

Political and religious ideologies that demand 

compliance with their doctrines and are prepared to 

use violence to enforce these (often described as 

fascist) are the problem. In particular the driver behind 

major part of the current problems is the spread of 

Wahhabism. This is the ideological bedrock of the ISIS 

(Da'ish) terrorists and has been promoted in Britain by 

Saudi Arabian money and influence. As long the strict 

Wahhabism interpretation of Islam is propagated it 

will continue to nurture intolerance.

The Heart of the Problem

“At the heart of the problems we face is the continued 

teaching that holy books are the actual word of god. It 

is clear that these contain many teachings that are no 

longer true; virtually no-one in Britain accepts the 

stoning to death of adulterers as a religious 

requirement, but that is what you must accept if you 

take the Bible or Quran literally. Until the leaders of the 

faith groups stand up and tell people to read their holy 

texts metaphorically and not literally, we question 

their resolve to tackle the issue of extremism.”

“Once you have taught children to take on faith, 

without evidence, that your “holy text” is literally 

true, groups like ISIS have as much religious 

justification for their actions as those of religion who 

promote peace and goodwill.” 

Indoctrination of Children

“Leicester Secular Society is also convinced that as 

long as we indoctrinate children with religion, we will 

exacerbate the problem with religious extremists. We 

need to ensure that our education system promotes 

integration and believe that children should not be 

labelled as Muslims, Christian, Hindus etc. They need 

to be educated in plural and inclusive schools that 

teach them about a wide range of religions and beliefs, 

so that they can appreciate that other beliefs are held 

just as sincerely as those of their parents.” Gush 

concludes the L.S.S. statement by saying: “The Secular 

Society will happily sign up to a campaign against 

fascist ideologies which promises effective action.”

In its statement, the F.M.O  appeals for support in a 

national campaign against extremism. The statement 

Federation of Muslim Organisations

FEEBLE & TOOTHLESS

Saudi Arabia's founder Ibn Saud, whose victory, aided by the 

British government,  spread Wahhabism to the wider world

continued overleaf
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W H AT ’ S O N 

S e c u l a r H a l l
at the 

Leicester Secularist 

Sunday 12th July

6.30pm: Film: Tony Benn: ‘Will and Testament’. A magisterial, 
beautifully shot testament to the life and struggles of Tony Benn. 
Free entry.

Sunday 19th July, 6.30pm

Next steps toward LGBT equality - Mathew Hulbert agrees that equal 
marriage is fantastic but argues there’s much more to do before we can 
begin to talk about LGBT communities having equality.

Sunday 26th July, 6.30pm

DANGER UXB!! 75th Anniversary of the Blitz. Using unpublished 
material, from a Secularist bomb disposal officer, Ned Newitt will 
look at the heroic story of a WW2 Bomb Disposal team. He will 
explain how to defuse a German bomb using historic artefacts. 
Followed by tea and uxb bombe suprise - please bring extra cake 
with you! 

No meetings in August

Sunday 6th September, 6.30pm

Getting Everybody Reading, Pete Flack talks about 

Sunday 13th September

Heritage open day

-The Great  Central Railway - 

Sunday 20th September  

The New Wild. hy invasive species will be 
nature’s salvation. 

Sunday 27th September 

Gilad Atzmon

Sunday 4th October 

Sunday 11th October

Imtiaz Shams talks about the 
organisation that supports muslims who renounce Islam.

Sunday 18th October

Steve Hurd - 

Sunday 25th October

Jamie Smith

11.00am Sunday Assembly

taking books 
and the joy of reading out to the local communities of Leicester.

Tom Ingall 

Invasive species are dangerous aliens to be 
repelled, right? Well, no. In fact they are kick-starting nature's 
recovery from the mess we have made

Truth and Concealment in Palestine and Beyond - 

Part of the 
Everybody's Reading Festival

11.00am Sunday Assembly

6.30pm

, 6.30pm

Fred Pearce on w

, 6.30pm

, 6.30pm

11.00am Sunday Assembly

6.30pm Faith to Faithless 

, 6.30pm

Humanist Schools in Uganda - 

, 6.30pm

Jefferson, Madison & the US Constitution - 

Hamish Whiteley hosts read your poem or story - 

argues for unity in the face of 

extremism and declares that:

”we reject the lies that extremists 

spread and that we refuse to allow 

them to groom our young people and 

d e s t r o y  o u r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  

communities.

We pledge to work together to defeat 

their poisonous ideology: by sharing 

our knowledge of how extremists 

seek to exploit young and vulnerable 

people, and our experiences of what 

works in response. By coming 

together to meet regularly, and to 

agree co-ordinated efforts to protect 

and empower members of the 

communities in which we live. By 

saying simply and clearly with one 

voice: enough is enough.”

Mr Nagdi’s statement goes on to say 

that “Every single day a huge 

number of organisations like yours 

and the Federation of Muslim 

Organisations, work tirelessly on the 

front line to combat extremism and 

hate. These evils have led to the 

radicalisation of our young people 

a n d  m a n y  l o s t  l i v e s  a n d  

opportunities. But we cannot beat 

those who espouse extremism and 

hate if we continue to work alone. 

Despite the incredible amount of 

work already happening here in the 

UK, there is so much more that can 

and must be done.”

He says that: “we must stand as one 

in our efforts to reject extremist 

messages, the grooming of our young 

people online, extremists' free rein to 

spread poison and lies, the breaking 

up of families and the spreading of 

hatred and fear in an attempt to tear 

our communities apart.”

from page one

VOLUNTEER WANTED
A volunteer is wanted to help 
organise the Society’s lecture 
programme. To find out more, 
please get in touch with 
Anthony Matthew 
anthony.matthew@tiscali.co.uk 
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from the
editor

OF ‘RADICAL’

On  group of 24 
Secularists toured Inglewood House 
on Ratcliffe Road. We were shown 
round by the owners, Adam 
Suddaby (4th from the left ) and his 
partner Vicky Gifford. 

Designed by Ernest Gimson, 
Inglewood is a Grade II* listed 
building. The house is a fine example 
of the Art and Craft Movement. 
The gardens, though not original 
are very much in keeping with the 
house and were established from 
scratch by Adam and Vicky. Our 
thanks go to them for  to allowing 
us to visit.

Sunday 21st June, a

A Visit to Ernest Gimson’s Inglewood

The Leicester Secular Society was 

born of C19th Radicalism. It was a 

set of political beliefs that wanted 

universal suffrage, rights for 

women, freedom of expression, 

religious tolerance, free education 

and better working conditions. 

Tom Paine was one of many 

radicals, including figures like the 

Leicester MP Peter Alfred Taylor. 

In the 1860s, he advocated 

universal suffrage and was a 

republican. All of the 19th radicals 

wanted the separation of church 

and state. Some like Bradlaugh 

and Holyoake rejected religion 

altogether.

If you are aware of this history, it is 

very painful to see lazy journalists 

and politicians use the word 

‘radical’ to mean something quite 

different. To use the word radical 

to describe a philosophy which is 

the exact opposite of what 

Radicals once advocated seems 

perverse. To use ‘radicalisation’ as 

a synonym for brainwashing is 

worse. Fascism is much a better 

word to describe the philosophy 

of those who killed in Tunisia and 

at  Charlie Hebdo. 

The word radical is still defined as 

a “departure from tradition; 

innovative or progressive” or as a 

person who “advocates thorough 

or complete political or social 

reform.” It is hard to see how the 

deeply conservative followers of 

the literal truth of Koran can be 

seen either as progressive or in 

favour of reform. 

We need to rescue ‘radical’ from 

the hands of those journalists who 

want to use it to describe 

extremists and terrorists.

THE TRUE MEANING

On October 11th, Imtiaz Shams of 

Faith to Faithless will come to 

speak to the Secular Society. He 

says he lost his faith because his 

sense of justice could not be 

reconciled with the manner in 

which he was taught to believe 

other religions were bad.

“At 20, I actually thought I was the 

only Muslim atheist in the world. You 

just don’t know about it. I didn’t know 

you could leave. There’s not a concept 

of it. It’s hard to explain. It’s like 

knowing the world is round but you 

can’t see it.”

Faith to Faithless fights to put out 

ex-religious voices into the public. 

Although it started with with Ex-

Muslims it is branching out. It 

believes that the demonisation of 

apostates as ‘sell outs’ and ‘native 

informants’, which can be heard 

amongst some leftists and 

reactionary Muslims, needs to 

stop. It says that people leave 

Islam. They have reasons for this, 

good, bad or whatever. It is a 

human right to change your mind. 
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stThe Flute Concert Sun 31  May

Wissam Boustany (Flute)

Elizabeth Rowan (Flute)

Aleksander Szram (Piano)

Pupils of Elizabeth Rowan (Flutes)

Elizabeth Rowan is one of the 

l e a d i n g  f l u t e  t e a c h e r s  i n  

Leicestershire and this concert was 

the finale of a master class day she 

arranged for flute students from the 

Midlands, Wissam Boustany is 

Professor of flute at the Royal 

Northern College of music.  

Aleksander Szram is a musician of 

the highest calibre, and he 

accompanied Wissam’s pieces from 

memory throughout the evening, 

and sight read everything else.

We soon realised that it was a great 

privilege to hear Wissam play the 

flute and to encounter a sensitive 

being. One who not only projects 

himself through his wonderful 

musicianship, but also through a 

wonderful humanity,  which 

pervaded his warmth to his young 

disciples, and his introductions to 

the music he played.

It was wonderful that he did not 

play the usual virtuoso pieces for 

flute, such as the Poulenc Sonata.

He started with a Sonatina by 

Walter Gieseking, piano virtuoso 

from the mid-twentieth century, but 

who had written this little-known 

work for the instrument.. The show-

stopper of the evening was a 

performance of a transcription for 

flute and piano of a violin sonata by  

Camille Saint Saens. Virtuosic music 

for violin makes for music of breath-

taking difficulty when arranged for 

flute. However both players made us 

always aware that behind the floods 

and cascades of notes there was solid 

musicianship.

Wissam Boustany and Elizabeth 

Rowan played a Sonata for Two 

Flutes by C.P.E. Bach – she is a fine 

p l a ye r  a n d  t h e  t wo  vo i c e s  

c o m p l e m e n t e d  e a c h  o t h e r  

beautifully.

Wissam has a superb instrument: at 

the bottom of its range it goes one 

note lower than the standard C, to B; 

however, even if he were playing 

something bought in a jumble sale, 

he would still make great music.

We must not forget the young 

students, the participants in the 

master class, who contributed to the 

concert. Four of them started off the 

proceedings with a short quintet-

fanfare. Imran Mulla  Amelia Cook, 

Eva Lloyd, Marissa Muton and 

Michael Gerard

Isabel Sanderson played with 

confident smiles. Imran later played 

Les Plaisirs from Georg Telemann's 

Flute Suite in A minor, with 

confidence. Lisa Thompson, from 

Nottingham gave a passionate 

performance of "Hypnosis" by Ian 

Clarke. "This is my favourite piece of 

Music," she said afterwards.

Secular Hall was packed. There were 

many comments being made that 

they had had a special evening of 

music making.

GOD FAILS

Despite the intervention of the 

Church of England and the 

S a m w o r t h  s a n d w i c h  

millionaires, the Samworth 

Academy has got the worst 

results in the City. The failure of 

this school has been patently 

obvious for some time. (see 

Secularist October 2014) and has 

been confirmed by OFSTED 

placing the school in special 

measures. 

Peter Flack of the NUT said: 

“It is worth noting that 

local authority schools in deprived 

areas in Leicester are classed as either 

good or outstanding. Unfortunately, 

the poor performance of this school is 

not going to stop Nicky Morgan and 

the government imposing more 

Academies on Leicester. At the very 

least, Local Authorities should be 

allowed to take over failing 

Academies and partner them with 

other local schools. The City Council 

should be allowed to open new 

schools rather than the Government 

only allowing Academies, Faith 

schools or Free schools. That way the 

school places shortages could be 

managed quickly, efficiently and 

without the risk of mismanaged 

Academy schools going off the rails.

equivalent 

SCHOOL
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Charitable Status. This is a very serious threat to the 

future freedom of the Society, ie our freedom to pursue 

any important political line, with free thought, and an 

open platform, just as its been carried out for the last 134 

years, since 1881.

Self Censorship
On the opening day Charles Bradlaugh made a speech 

sympathetic to Home Rule for Ireland, and our support 

for anti war movements, from the Boar war up to the 

present day Charlie Hebdo demo, would probably all 

qualify us for being reported to the Charity 

Commission, but I doubt it would ever come to that, 

because charitable status creates a regime of self 

censorship, a truly 1984 scenario, one that all of us as 

freethought, rationalists should want to avoid like the 

plague.

Debate
I bring this subject to your attention again because it is 

continually being introduced at meetings by John Catt, 
stas it was on Sun 21  June, “half AGM.” I expressed the 

concern that Charitable status would lead to self 

censorship, and John would use this reason to stifle 

debate. For this I was roundly challenged and 

disbelieved. I resolved to wait, and let future events 

prove me right or wrong and I didn't have to wait very 

long, not even to the end of the meeting. The President 

gave a half year summing up, which included criticism 

of the Prime minister’s threats to infringe on civil 

rights\liberty and to with draw from the European 

Court of Human rights, John pointed out that Gush 

would not be able to criticise the government in this way 

if we had Charitable status. What if this happened 

under Charitable status would Gush still say it ,or take it 

out, or would John point it out to him and the line be 

taken out, either way it amounts to self censorship of  

the President! And thereby the Society, and all of the 

members. 

A Gamble
Becoming a charitable status organisation is an 

incredible gamble, we forfeit forever our current 

position of total freedom, in the hope charitable status 

will help raise funds for more building improvements, 

but there is no guarantee of this, we could sacrifice our 

free speech, and still not raise a penny, that is the worse 

scenario , we may raise funds, but once we have done 

any improvements, and the fund raising is  over we will 

be stuck with the shackles of charitable status forever, 

and the bureaucracy necessary year on year, again 

forever. 

All of which means short term gain for long term pain.

We all know what a marvellous job Harry has done with 

this modernisation, from planning, project manager, 

and fund raiser, he raised the funds without charitable 

status, and that's a fact!! 

If it can be done once it can be done again. Why gamble?       

THE CASE AGAINST

Lynn Hurst

Should the Secular Society Seek Charitable Status?

The editor understands that the Secularist’s 
alteration of the Council of Faiths’ logo in our last 
edition has caused some upset. (see above)

What was done was to try and make the logo 
more accurate by adding to it those with no faith. 
We felt that this was more truthful representation 
of the people of Leicester. It is still not entirely 
accurate, since the space occupied by some 
religions is disproportionately large - just like their 
influence. 

We are awaiting for a letter from Messrs Grabbit 
and Grabbit telling us that we have infringed the 
Council of Faiths’ trademark. However, since no 
trademark has been registered, we are not 
expecting anything soon.

THE LEICESTER 

SECULAR SOCIETY
IS A 

NON-PROPHET
ORGANISATION

Just trying to be truthful
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All men are equal in His sight,-

The bond, the free, the black, the white,-

He made them all,- and freedom gave -

He made the man,- Man made the Slave!

1 8 0 3 - 1 8 4 6
C h a r t i s t L e a d e r 

a n d P o e t
Author of: 

Britannia’s Sons, Though Slaves Ye Be 

On 17th May Ivan Ould, Lead 

Member for Children and Families 

at Leicestershire County Council, 

gave  a  ta lk  expla ining his  

responsibilities for safeguarding 

children to a disappointingly small 

audience. Possibly the seriousness 

of the subject and the unpleasant 

side of human nature that we must 

face up to, deterred some from 

attending a very interesting and 

well delivered talk.

Onerous Responsibility

As Lead Member for Children's 

Services Ivan shares responsibility 

with the Director of Children's 

Services for ensuring the welfare 

and education of children, no 

matter where they are in the 

County.  This  is  a  personal  

leadership responsibility and many 

consider it to be the most onerous 

that can be undertaken at this level 

of government.

This joint responsibility with the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s i d e  o f  l o c a l  

government involves ensuring that 

children are protected from 

paedophiles and others who may 

choose to exploit them. Attitudes 

have improved over the years and it 

is part of Ivan's duties to ensure that 

the likes of Jimmy Saville can never 

operate in the same way again. The 

p r o b l e m s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  

experienced in Rotherham, Oxford 

and other cities are also something 

that he is passionate about 

preventing in Leicestershire (as well 

as nationally - he has been involved 

in consultations with government 

on these matters).

Ivan explained that the government 

has introduced new powers that will 

have to be evaluated in the light of 

experience. They include legal 

orders relating to individuals 

restricting how they can interact 

with children and regulation 

relating to taxi firms and hotels that 

should deter them from "turning a 

blind eye" to the sexual exploitation 

of children.

Invisibility

In addition to the responsibility for 

ensuring that children are protected, 

Ivan also has responsibility for 

ensuring that children throughout 

L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  a r e  p r o p e r l y  

educated. This includes those that 

are home educated and those in 

Academies and Public schools that 

are not accountable to the local 

authority. A problem to which there 

is no clear answer and Leicestershire 

has to be pragmatic about how it 

proceeds in these areas. Home 

schooling is particularly concerning 

as children can be "invisible" to both 

the public and the authorities. 

Another area of concern can be 

madrassas where there is no 

regulation and the community tend 

not to report problems to the 

authorities.

Political Consensus

The County benefits from the fact 

that the safeguarding of children is 

not regarded as a party political 

matter and the work is undertaken 

based on consensus as to what is best 

for children. This has resulted in the 

budget for matters relating the child 

protections and disadvantaged 

children (including those with 

special educational needs) being 

protected and even increased at the 

expense of other programmes.

Children in Care

Ivan has taken a particular interest in 

the welfare of children in care as he 

experienced the system as a child 

and appreciates how important it is 

that such children are supported 

with love. He put great emphasis on 

the need for excellent foster care and 

for treating the children as valued 

people, not problems to the dealt 

with. He gave the example of finding 

that children in care were expected to 

put their possessions in black bin 

bags when they had to move. Proper 

provision is now made to ensure that 

they can pack their items properly.

Questions

Many questions arose towards the 

end of Ivan's talk. Audience members 

gave some examples of how poorly 

these matters were handled in the 

past and commented that the 

situation is now much improved, 

although there remains much to do. 

Ivan's talk was much appreciated and 

whilst many in the audience would 

oppose many of the policies of his 

political party, they admired the hard 

work Ivan puts in as a caring human 

being. 

safeguarding children
John Catt

Cllr Ivan Ould is the Lead Member for 

Children and Young People's Service at 

Leicestershire County Council. 

(Leicester Mercury)
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BIBLICAL OATH VERSUS AFFIRMATION
George Broadhead (Chair, Coventry & Warwickshire Humanists)

The oath sworn by jurors, witnesses 

and defendants in court as they hold 

a Bible has given the English 

language one of its most familiar 

sentences: "I swear by Almighty God 

to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth." Other faiths 

can take the oath on other books - 

Muslims on the Koran, Jews on the 

Old Testament, for example, but how 

many people are aware that the non-

religious who now (according in all 

recent polls and surveys) number 

over half the population, have the 

right to "solemnly, sincerely and truly 

affirm" instead of swearing?

This is a hard won right which goes 

back to the 19th century when in 1880 

Charles Bradlaugh was elected MP 

for Northampton. His request to 

substitute a secular affirmation for 

the usual Christian oath taken by 

MPs entering Parliament was refused 

and when he said that he would take 

the oath, he was not allowed because 

of his known atheism, nor allowed to 

take his seat without the oath. A by-

election was called, and he was 

elected again – this process recurred 

several times until a new Speaker of 

the House of Commons conceded 

that he should be allowed to take his 

seat after making a non-religious 

affirmation. In 1888 Bradlaugh’s 

Oaths Act enabled non-religious 

affirmations to be accepted as an 

alternative to religious oaths. 

There are good personal reasons to 

affirm rather than swear on a holy 

b o o k .  I f  y o u  a c q u i e s c e  t o  

participating in what is effectively a 

religious ritual, you are making a 

public statement of approval of and 

agreement with the religious 

underpinnings of that ritual. It is not 

psychologically healthy to publicly 

proclaim the existence of God and 

the moral value of the Bible when 

you don't actually believe. There are 

also good legal reasons to affirm an 

oath rather than swear. If you swear 

to God on a Bible when you don't 

believe in either, then you are doing 

the opposite of what you are 

supposed to. You cannot reliably 

promise to tell the truth in a 

ceremony where you are lying about 

your beliefs and commitment.

SECULAR HALL NEWS
Courtyard Painting

The painters have now finished 

work on rear of the Secular Hall. 

They have also replaced cracked 

window panes, repaired rotten 

windows and have repointed the 

exterior walls. Since the courtyard is 

only accessible via the Sweet shop, 

the scaffolding has had to be brought 

in and out of the yard over the roof of 

the next door premises.

The Shop Fronts

Scaffolding will be soon be going up 

on the front of the hall. This will be 

part of a City Council funded scheme 

to renovate the shopfronts and 

stonework. There will also be new 

doors and tiling to the hall’s frontage. 

 Volunteers Needed

Since the ground f loor was 

modernised, there has been an 

increase in the number of bookings. 

Mike Burden (Hall Manager) is now 

looking for a few more volunteers to 

help him open up and close the hall 

when needed. 

The Ballroom

Mike also wants some fit and able 

volunteers to help clear the b

His contact details are 

on the back page.

alcony 

and choir gallery in the ballroom of 

accumulated rubbish from the last 

four decades. This will take place 

whilst the ABC Ballroom is closed 

between the12-22 July. If you can 

help, please phone or email him. His 

contact details are on the back page.

Stoneywell 

Mike Burden and Gillian Lighton 

met 13 of the Stoneywell Volunteers 

on Thursday 25th June. Stoneywell, 

designed by Ernest Gimson, is now 

being cared for by the National Trust. 

Gimson was President of Leicester 

Secular Society for several decades. It 

is part of the Board's policy to 

develop strong links with Stoneywell 

and this is one stage of that process. 

Lay By - Temporary Bus Stop?

Whilst the Council are continuing 

work on the new bus station on 

Charles Street, they want to have a 

temporary bus stop outside the hall. 

Negotiations are taking place.

       

½ Price Membership Offer

LETTERS



9Leicester Secularist 

Professor Paul Fleming's talk at 

Secular Hall on June 14, on the need 

to cut greenhouse gas emissions, 

was thought-provoking. It made me 

think what I can personally do in a 

small way to help achieve this end. 

Professor Fleming, Director of 

Sustainable Development at De 

Montfort University, explained that 

when fossil fuels - coal and oil - are 

burned, to produce energy, noxious 

gases are a by-product. 

If less energy were needed, then less 

fuel would be burned and fewer 

greenhouse gases  would be  

produced. 

A few tips, then on what an 

individual can do to get this effect (I 

may be stating the obvious or 

preaching to the converted): 

1 Transport: if you want to get from A 

to B, can you walk it? If not use a 

bicycle. No bicycle? Then catch a bus. 

Drive a car only if point B is 

inaccessible by other means. 

2 What sort of car do you drive: a 3 

litre gas guzzler? Switch to the 

smallest car available - it will carry 

four people as adequately as a big 

saloon. 

3 At home, like most people, I have a 

hot water tank - but it's empty. I don't 

see the point of a large volume of 

water constantly being expensively 

heated. If I want to wash pots or 

wash myself, I boil a kettle. A clothes 

washing machine heats its own 

water 

4 Speaking of kettles, never boil 

more water than you need. If you're 

making a cup of tea, put only a 

cupful of water in the kettle. 

5 Do you take baths? Don't. Switch to 

showering, which admittedly uses a 

large amount of energy, but only 

over a very short period of time. 

Showering, incidentally, also 

consumes a negligible amount of 

water compared with a bath - 

important if your water is metered. 

6 Home heaters - all should be 

thermostatically controlled so that 

energy consumption is reduced. Try 

lowering the temperature in your 

living area - many people overheat 

their homes And heaters should not 

be on in rooms that are not being 

used, only when they are 

7 Install double glazing to help retain 

room heat. 

8 Buy low-energy consumption light 

bulbs, of typically 20 watts output, 

but which emit the same amount of 

light as a traditional 100 watt bulb. 

9 Cook whenever possible in a 

microwave oven, which uses much 

less energy than a traditional gas or 

electric cooker. 

10 Some people eat too much: lower 

your food intake and you would 

reduce the energy required to cook 

it. 

11 Standby lights on electrical items - 

these use a tiny amount of energy. 

But they are still using it: turn them 

off.

CUTTING GREENHOUSE GAS

Terry Lee

Chris Williams is to join the Board 

of the Leicester Rationalist Trust. 

Chris is a long standing member 

of the Secular Society, who has 

also been a member its Board. He 

has also given lectures at the Hall. 

He is a keen cyclist and a Green 

Party activist.

The other members of the Trust 

are former Society presidents: 

Emma Chung, Rupert Halfhide 

and Lyn Hurst. It is understood 

that there is still another vacancy 

to fill on the Trust.

The Leicester Rationalist Trust, 

which was set up in 1907 and is the 

actual owner of the Secular Hall. It 

was separated from Leicester 

Secular Society for legal reasons 

that are not entirely clear. It was 

probably a continuation of the 

property development company 

which was used to finance the 

building of the Secular Hall.

NEW TRUST
MEMBER

Iceland’s parliament has agreed to 

abolish its blasphemy laws. Andrew 

Copson, president of the International 

said, “This 

is superb news. First Norway and now 

Iceland have finally moved to abolish 

their blasphemy laws this year. It 

Humanist & Ethical Union 

follows the tragic attacks on Paris and 

Copenhagen and is certainly in part a 

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  v i o l e n c e ,  

demonstrating that there are always 

those people unwilling to give in to 

intimidation and violence, and 

instead to push back against it.”

ICELAND ENDS BLASPHEMY LAWS

       

½ Price Membership Offer

LETTERS



Leicester Secularist 10

Is this not the biggest question of all? 

What is the LSS, a local Society, to do 

about national government policy? 

The newly elected government is at 

severe odds with much that we stand 

for. Democracy – there is a 

democratic deficit, at the heart of it. 

The Conservative Party has 51% of 

the MPs with only 37% of the 

popular vote, meaning it has taken 

91 MPs from other parties who 

should have more representatives 

than they now possess. 

Free Speech – the government is to 

introduce the extremism bill to 

restrict our rights to speak out 

“extreme” material. And who will 

deem what is extreme? No doubt 

they will try to ensure government 

ministers decide. Well let me remind 

you that Gandhi and Mandela would 

fall foul of this new bill, what chance 

will we have? Free Expression - The 

classic quote from our Prime 

Minister is “For too long, we have 

been a passively tolerant society, 

saying to our citizens: as long as you 

obey the law, we will leave you 

alone.” What the for god’s sake does 

it mean to start bothering people 

who are not breaking any law.

Human Rights – although they did 

not put forward a bill in the Queen’s 

speech, the government made it 

clear it is only a temporary reprieve, 

before the Human Rights Act is 

repealed. Which of the Human 

Rights that the Conservative 

themselves, ensured for the whole of 

Europe, in the European Convention 

on Human Rights, do they think are 

too human for us UK citizens to have 

any more? Right to life, Prohibition 

of torture, Prohibition of slavery and 

forced labour, Right to liberty and 

security, Right to a fair trial, No 

punishment without law, Right to 

respect for private and family life, 

Freedom of thought, conscience and 

religion, Freedom of expression, 

F r e e d o m  o f  a s s e m b l y  a n d  

association, Right to marry and raise 

a  f a m i l y ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  

discrimination,  Protection of  

property, Right to education, Right to 

free elections; and if they are not 

restricting these then what is the 

point of abolition? 

Privacy – An investigatory Powers 

Bill or snooper’s charter will force 

internet companies, social media 

companies, and others who hold our 

communication records to keep them 

for at least a year and hand them over 

to the security services and police 

without judicial review. Trade 

Unions – A new bill to further restrict 

the rights of union members to 

withdraw their labour in disputes. 

Faith Schools – these will continue to 

increase in number producing ever 

more divided communities.

Gush Bhumbra

NO TRIUMPH FOR DEMOCRACY

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

Student secular society’s website deleted after threat sent from 
Saudi Arabia
The Manchester Free Speech and 

Secular Society's website has been 

deleted, shortly after the group 

received a message warning they 

would "feel remorse" if they didn't 

s t o p  c r i t i c i s i n g  I s l a m i c  

fundamentalism.

The Free Speech and Secular 

Societywas sent a message, from an 

IP address in Saudi Arabia, which 

warned: "Please stop mocking Muslims 

otherwise you will feel remorse."

A spokesperson for the Society said 

that on the same day the sinister 

message was received, "someone 

tried to get access to the website, as 

m u l t i p l e  a c c o u n t s  r e c e i ve d  

password reset prompts that weren't 

i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e  a c c o u n t  

holders."Despite not thinking much 

of the initial apparent threat or the 

attempts to hack into the website, by 

the 27 June the Society found that 

their website had been deleted 

entirely. The hacker "deleted 

everything that could be deleted," 

according to the FSS. "No message 

was left on the site."

The FSS contacted their webhosting 

s e r v i c e  w h o  c o n f i r m e d  

unambiguously that it was not their 

doing or the result of a technical error. 

The Society sent a response to the 

email address used to issue the 

warning, but has had no further 

reply.

In a statement the FSS said that is was:  

"quite shocking" that even a "small 

and insignificant society as ours, 

promoting liberal values, was 

targeted all the way from Saudi 

Arabia. This just adds to the sad 

reality that free speech today is very 

much under threat."

The FSS said that they had "some 

a r t i c l e s  c r i t i c a l  o f  I s l a m i c  

fundamentalism" on their website. 
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Secularism often gets bashed about in various quarters 

by crass associations with “militant atheism” and anti-

religious sentiment. It is often by leaders, or senior 

figures within organised religion that bring or 

encourage these criticisms, because secularism 

undermines their ambitions to be part of the process and 

fabric of government. 

The rallying cry against so called “militant atheists” in 

particular is quite striking, from a group of people 

running well organised and funded institutions that 

support quite the opposite, “belligerent theism”. You 

will be hard pressed to reveal any recent instances of 

atheism involving arms, violence or organised militia. 

More likely you will come across outspoken atheists, 

and vocal secularists who are confronting religious 

organisations claiming illegitimate roles in government 

and society. More likely still are you to have to pick your 

way carefully through frequent cases of outspoken and 

aggressive theism; religious and para-religious leaders 

calling for changes in peoples’ customs and attitudes to 

education, dress and morality (to name but three). But 

you will find yourself swimming against a high spring 

tide of everyday theistic belligerence, in every 

jurisdiction and every geographical theatre of the 

world; well armed, deadly and indiscriminate. The very 

concept of a militant protest movement, violent political 

or social activism, is embodied and continually refined 

in religiously motivated militia, armies, activists and 

paramilitaries. You can argue how many wars have 

been fought for religion or not, but the narrative of a 

normal daily news bulletin in 2015 will rarely be 

without someone calling to a deity during or soon after 

discharging their weapon. A cursory review of violent, 

well armed, trained and highly destructive 

organisations could read like an A to Z of para-religous 

associations, just from the last 20 years or so; Al Qaeda, 

Antibalaka, Hamas, Hezbollah, IRA, ISIS, Phalangists, 

Sons of Liberty, UDF.

What happens when the leader or prominent figure of a 

religious group criticises well spoken and vocal atheists, 

or perhaps more worryingly if members of the 

government who have strong religious views defame 

atheist protests? The legitimate secular protest is 

(perceived to be) tarnished and the zealot moves to a 

stronger position in securing more power for the 

religious organisation. The religious institution is just 

that, organised, hierarchical and built to develop and 

grow. The role of secularism is to present the secular 

alternative and erode the enormous privileges enjoyed 

by religion in governing and directing society. To 

describe atheism in sinister tones, with overarching 

aims and suggestions of surreptitious structural 

organisation, is an attempt to put non-theistic 

arguments in a league as powerful as an organised 

religion, so that a reasonable defence can be assembled 

(usually in the Sunday papers). Perhaps the idea can be 

captured and put into practice.

The call to denounce vocal “militant” atheism is at best a 

distraction from the real dangers of belligerents with 

strong religious motivation. At worst it is an attempt to 

level the opposition while organisations and 

individuals driven by religious dogma and 

fundamentalism prize open the organs of government 

to reach further inside. The fact is atheism has a 

legitimate role to play in daily life and politics in a world 

where people suffer (physically and through 

subjugation of basic rights) within global religious 

institutions. Arguments on gender equality, marital 

rights, witchcraft, morality, honour killings, free will 

and the role of the church in government etc will always 

be circular and fruitless until the arsenal of atheistic 
arguments is brought to bear.

Peter Elliot

THE BELLIGERENT THEIST

SECULAR HALL
6.30pm SUNDAY JULY 12th
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Chris Goodwin

While people were supporting 

Hebdo, the government was 

pushing through unopposed the 

Counter Terrorism and Security Bill 

aimed at thwarting the free 

expression of many.

In essence what the Bill proposes is 

to apply immigration policing 

measures – including border 

controls, carrier sanctions, refusal of 

entry, conditions of residence, the 

outsourcing of controls to local 

authorities, colleges and universities 

and other public bodies – to the 

national security policing of both 

British and foreign citizens, while at 

the same time doing away with or 

diluting judicial safeguards. But this 

national security policing is policing 

of thoughts, intentions, opinions and 

attitudes, in a climate in which the 

Muslim community is by definition 

suspect. Inevitably, the brunt of this 

policing will be borne by the Muslim 

community. Because immigration 

controls are the vehicle, more British 

Muslims will find the rights of 

citizenship increasingly precarious 

and contingent.

Security Surveillance
However, the measures, like those 

which were used against the Irish 

(PTA) are likely to affect many other 

political activists. In the wake of 

recent revelations about police or 

“security surveillance” of highly 

reputable historians, anti-racist 

activists  and bereaved victims and 

in America as well as Britain 

infiltrators of peace campaigners, 

p r o -  P a l e s t i n i a n  a c t i v i s t s ,  

environmental protestors and non-

violent anarchists, it could be easily 

directed against any vocal or active 

opposition of any sort which is vital 

to democracy.

Prevent
When the Prevent speaker spoke at 

the Secular Hall someone asked the 

question why are anarchists 

included in the list of targets? The 

Prevent programme is about to 

become compulsory. In 2009 the 

Guardian reported that senior police 

officers were using a category 

“domestic extremist” that had no 

legal basis and that included those 

who might get involved in direct 

action or civil disobedience. But in 

fact the families of victims of racist 

murders were watched leafleting or 

attending an inquest. A Muslim was 

targeted by Prevent for asking a 

question to an Israeli speaker.

The Prevent guidance to the Bill is 

“vocal or active opposition to 

fundamental values including 

democracy,  the rule of  law, 

individual liberty and mutual 

respect and tolerance of different 

faiths and beliefs.

Discussion curbed
The Prevent strategy largely targets 

Muslims for their religion but Arun 

Kundnadi  researched terror  

suspects in the UK and the US and 

found that whilst religion was 

sometimes the face the motivation 

was the war on terror. He also found 

that instead of preventing individual 

acts of violence the counter- 

terrorism measures were curbing 

discussion on issues of foreign 

policy that could lead to alternate 

outcomes to violence and impacting 

on democracy.

Chelsea Manning was so incensed 

by the torture and sexual abuse of 

Iraqis by Iraqi soldiers in unison 

with the US that he exposed US 

military and other state emails 

giving himself the prospect of life 

imprisonment. Charlie Hebdo's 

killer was incensed by Abu Graib. 

According to one source Iraq is now 

a concentration camp.

As Scott Poynting and George 

Morgan said “We are not all agents 

of imposed western interests and we 

do not all have to be Charlies. The 

magazine was derivative and 

without much humour.  They kept it 

up recklessly pointing the stick in a 

wasp's nest at vulnerable people 

often simply because they could or 

asserting their right to do so”

Bullying and threats are said to have 

been used by Prevent, in some 

instances agent provocateur and 

people have been asked to be 

informers.

Education

The emphasis on religion means that 

nursery children and their teachers 

will be affected. It will be a criminal 

offence for teachers and other 

workers not to comply. Stuart Price 

reported that children as young as 

two have been stopped and searched.

In addition passports will be taken 

away from people trying to leave the 

country or before they get to the point 

of entry for two weeks, 30 days or two 

years. There is no compensation. 

Research has found that it has been 

mostly Pakistani men who have been 

stopped so far. Air line pilots will also 

be implicated like teachers.

The law is likely to store up more 

resentment and lead to more violence 

as well as impacting on numerous 

workers and vulnerable people.

Sources: 

IRR News, Stuart Price Worst Case 

Scenario, Arun Kundnandi The Muslims 

are Coming, Chase Madar The Passion of 

Bradley Manning, Scott Poynting & 

George Morgan -Global Islamophobia: 

Muslims & Moral Panic in the West

FREE EXPRESSION UNDER THREAT?
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AS I PLEASE Hamish Whiteley

AS I PLEASE
A while back I suggested in this 

column that Leicester City's position 

at the bottom of the Premier league 

was making me wonder if prayer to 

someone or other might help. 

Hardly was the ink dry on the page 

when the team started to win every 

game and in no time at all they were 

out of danger of relegation.  Now, 

you'll not be surprised to know that I 

didn't actually resort to prayer, but if 

I had I may now be convinced of its 

effectiveness.  As I didn't pray to 

anyone I have to think that a change 

of tactics (putting three at the back 

and pushing the wingbacks 

forward), long term fitness training 

and the inspired form of their best 

player (Esteban Cambiaso) were 

what effected the transformation in 

their fortunes.  But it's easy to see 

how those who did resort to prayer 

now put the change in fortune down 

to the intervention of some almighty 

power.  It's easy to see, but it is still 

wrong.

I borrowed a book on Ethics by Peter 

Cave from our library, and having 

read it was keen to put my new 

found understanding into practice.  

Travelling home from Leicester on 

the 31 bus one particularly wet and 

cold day I found myself sat across the 

aisle from a woman who had a large 

see-through folder on her knee.  As 

the bus lurched around a parked car 

the folder fell off her lap, shot across 

the aisle and slid into the mud and 

grime that had collected under the 

seat in front of me.  I reached down 

to retrieve it for her (no easy matter) 

and as I got my fingers on it saw that 

sexual partners. Does this help to 

explain the violence of the many 

sectarian disputes that we witness in 

the world, and which to secularists 

o f t e n  a p p e a r  r a t h e r  

incomprehensible?  Does it suggest a 

model of tolerance and possible 

harmony, even though very different 

belief systems occupy the same 

spaces?  Brainier brains than mine are 

needed to explore this further. 

I'm not a Facebook fan but now and 

then stray onto the society's Facebook 

page.  It bothers me a little that the 

tone there bears little relation to what 

happens at society meetings.  In case 

any of our Facebook friends read this, 

can I urge them to come to some 

Sunday meetings where they will 

find that we are friendly, polite and 

fairly tolerant people and welcome all 

who choose to come along.

SECULARIST
Leicester

The next copy deadline is Friday 
28th August 2015. We welcome 
new articles, letters, jokes, poems, 
news, cartoons, etc. You can send 
via the Hall or email:

Please include photos where you 
have them. Aim to write less than 
700 words, although longer 
articles may be accepted if 
appropriate. Please ensure they 
are submitted well ahead of the 
deadline. 

secularist@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

N e x t E d i t i o n

the folder contained leaflets entitled 

“Questions about the Lord Jesus 

Christ answered.”  What should I 

do?  Retrieve the leaflets and hand 

them back to the woman, knowing 

that she would very likely distribute 

the leaflets later, or should I leave 

them where they were, or even push 

them out of reach, thus possibly 

preventing the leaflets from being 

handed out?  I mentally ran through 

Peter Cave's analysis but finding no 

help there, smiled and handed the 

folder back.  Whenever I get such a 

leaflet handed to me it goes straight 

in the bin, and hopefully that will be 

what eventually happens to the 

leaflets in question.

I ended my last column by quoting 

the very last paragraph of Darwin's 

'The Origin of Species.' This 

prompted a very interesting letter 

from a muslim friend who said that 

she had found the passage rather 

inspiring and wondered if it 

provided a possible metaphor for 

our city, where different religions 

and no religion compete for social 

space and influence.  “And to reflect 

that these elaborately constructed 

forms, so different from each other, 

and dependent on each other in so 

complex a manner….”  It made me 

think of one important aspect of 

Darwin's book in which he argues 

that the greatest danger to any 

particular species comes not, as is 

popularly supposed, from predation 

from other species, but from 

competition from other members of 

their own species who compete for 

the same food, environment and 
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they are protesting about.

The landscape of Colombia is 

generally magnificent. Large 

mountain ranges that descend and 

merge into great green tropical 

forest. There are hundreds of miles 

of coastline. From an aircraft you can 

look down at huge rivers which , far 

from the sea are already several 

hundred metres wide. Settlements 

vary from modern cities such as 

Bogotá, to early Spanish towns, such 

as Cartagena, to small indigenous 

villages in the forest areas.

The blessing and the curse for 

Colombia seems to lie in its natural 

resources. The most high value 

exports are coal, silver and gold. It is 

this last that drew Europeans to the 

country, like flies to rotten meat from 
ththe start of the 16  century. The 

indigenous peoples regarded gold 

as a wonderful ornament, and threw 

finely worked ornaments into rivers 

and lakes to appease their gods. But 

the Spanish and the English and 

Dutch, who preyed on their treasure 

fleets, were mad for the substance.

This madness for gold carries on 

today.. there are millions of places 

waiting to be exploited. Huge 

transnational companies, such as 

Anglo Gold Ashanti, are prepared to 

go to extreme lengths to win the 

stuff. When seams of gold are 

located in areas with fragile 

ecosystems, or places which the 

indigenous groups feel are theirs a 

big company will walk in and start 

ripping the countryside to pieces. As 

a film partly made and sponsored by 

indigenous groups put it. First you 

get Exploration, followed by 

Expropriation, then Exploitation 

Executions and Extermination.

Gold mining is a dirty business and 

environmenta l ly  d isas t rous .  

Thousands and thousands of tons of 

rock are removed and crushed into 

Caroline Moles and I gave our talk 
thabout Colombia on 12  April. Our 

friend Juan Carlos Berrio, who 

lectures in Geography at Leicester 

Uni., was playing French Horn duets 

with me in April 2012. He is 

Colombian, and he said: “I am taking 

a group of students on a field trip to 

Amazonia in September... would 

you like to come along too...?” 

And so we found ourselves landing 

in Bogotá, the capital. Although it is 

not far from the Equator, the weather 

was cold and rainy: it has altitude.. 

We soon found out that the people, 

like the Colombians we know in 

Britain, are friendly and out -going. 

However, we also noticed that if the 

conversation moved towards 

discussion of social affairs, or 

working conditions, or Unions – 

conversation would be diverted 

somewhere else. This becomes more 

readily understandable when one 

realises that Colombia has had what 

amounts to a civil war that has raged, 

on and off, since 1948.

The forces that are ranged against 

each other are:

The Traffickers (i.e. the drug gangs).

The paramilitaries (essentially death 

squads) – said to be paid for by big 

business.

The army and police. The suggestion 

here is that they are selective about 

which murders they investigate – 

and this  al lows the mining 

companies and others to act with 

impunity.

Finally we have the left wing groups 

who object to the above and have 

their base in the countryside. The 

group that people in this country 

have heard about are the FARC 

(~Frente Armada Revolucionario 

Colombiana – Colombian Armed 

Revolutionaries. If you get your 

news from the BBC these are the bad 

guys – we never seem to hear what 

sugar lump sized bits. This powder 

then has the gold dissolved out of it 

using Cyanide.  The cyanide 

devastates wildlife for hundreds of 

miles downstream of the operation. 

Nobody has yet worked out a way of 

getting rid of the massive amounts of 

rock waste. Piles of the stuff up to 250 

metres tall are unstable and have a 

poisonous run off.

Indigenous people reject this abuse 

of their land. Film exists of their 

demonstrations being dispersed 

with gun-fire.

Apparently the drug gangs have 

been moving North to Mexico. Cuba 

has become the location for uneasy 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

g o ve r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  FA R C .  

However, in spite of the potential 

simmering down of some areas, 

Colombia is probably still a country 

at war with itself. Only when the 

structural injustices of investigated 

murders perpetrated through 

transnational companies by the 

paramilitaries, backed up by the 

attitudes and non-intervention by 

police, army and judiciary cease, 

only then will some sort of peace 

emerge.

It is an irony that Medellin,  

traditionally the centre of the drug 

gangs in Colombia is also its holiest 

city: with the largest number of 

churches – however it does produce 

the finest rum in the country.

Colombia: Tourist Paradise or Terror State?
Michael Gerard

Sierra Nevada del Cocuy
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from the National Secular Society

IMPOSE RELIGION ON PUPILS

The National Secular Society has 

warned that proposals to force 

struggling local authority schools 

in England to become academies 

could increase the proportion of 

faith based schools.

The NSS has written to the 

Education Secretary Nicky Morgan 

seeking assurances that upon 

conversion, no non-religiously 

designated school would be 

permitted to acquire a religious 

designation or faith ethos.

The Government's new Education 

and Adoption Bill will force 

councils and governing bodies to 

actively progress the conversion of 

failing schools into academies. 

Education Secretary Nicky Morgan 

says the tough new measures 

intended to turn around failing 

s c h o o l s  w i l l  " s we e p  a wa y  

bureaucratic and legal loopholes" 

that previously prevented schools 

from being improved.

However, the NSS has warned that 

without adequate safeguards, 

schools joining faith academy 

chains could acquire a religious 

designation or faith ethos upon 

conversion with no opportunity for 

parents to object or even be 

consulted.

Stephen Evans, National Secular 

Society campaigns manager, said: 

"Plans to scrap the requirement for 

academy sponsors to consult with 

school communities, including 

parents, could result in a faith 

based education being imposed on 

parents and young people against 

their wishes.

"Given England's religiously 

diverse population – around half of 

which self-identify as non-

religious, any increase in the 

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s l y  

designated or faith ethos schools is 

likely to impede parents' ability to 

secure an education that doesn't 

run counter to their beliefs.

"Forcing a religious ethos on young 

people through their education 

would in many cases disrespect 

their parents' wishes and be at odds 

with principles of fairness and 

equality. The Government need to 

be aware that respecting young 

people's right to religious freedom 

and an objective education is part 

of, and not separate from, looking 

after their best interests."

The NSS has warned that the 

academisation of local authority 

controlled schools would increase 

the risk of faith-based organisations 

gaining greater control over school 

c u r r i c u l u m s ,  a d m i s s i o n s  

arrangements and employment 

practices – leading to even greater 

discrimination in our education 

system than already exists.

A shortage of school places in many 

parts country of has already seen 

parents allocated faith schools 

against their wishes.

Forcing Schools to Become Academies could:
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