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Evangelical Christians have suffered a rebuff. Their 

repeated calls for a 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission has 

launched a major new report on religion and belief in 

the workplace, which has been strongly welcomed by 

Secularists.

Common Sense Approach
The EHRC said that what was needed was a common 

sense approach to managing religion in the workplace 

and that existing legislation was generally effective.

Some evangelical Christian groups have wanted to be 

able to discriminate against gay people 

 allow religious staff to decline to 

serve gay customers.

The Commission rejected demands for a duty of so-

called "reasonable accommodation" which would 

entitle employees to greater manifestation of religion in 

the workplace, and said that no such duty should be 

introduced.

Employers  could already choose to make 

accommodations for religious reasons, the EHRC said, 

provided this did not result in discrimination.

No Legislation Needed

The report said the law "should not be changed to permit 

individuals to opt out of work duties, to accord with their 

religious or non-religious beliefs, where this has an actual or 

potential detrimental or discriminatory impact on others."

The law currently struck the right balance between 

protecting religious freedom, and upholding the right 

for a 'conscience clause' that would 

allow them to discrimate has been rejected.

on religious 

grounds. This would

FREEDOM OF RELIGION
IS NOT FREEDOM TO
DISCRIMINATE
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New Equality report rejects opening the 
door to religious discrimination

This beautiful print of the Secular Hall was made 

last summer by the artist Sarah Kirby. It was created 

at the Leicester Print Workshop which has recently 

moved to St George Street - just around the corner 

from the Secular Hall. She says she “it felt so good to be 

drawing our new environ and neighbours.” The print is 

hand made and 

Sarah also has had some smaller greetings style 

cards made which will be on sale at the Secular Hall. 

If you are interested in buying an original print, 

Sarah can be contacted via her website:
 

or via Leicester Print Workshop, 50 St. George Street, 

Leicester, LE1 1QG, 

 Sarah says that  

“it has about 6 layers of cutting and colour - and as such 

the colours/roller marks do vary a little between the 

individual prints..so if anyone wanted to buy one I would 

welcome they come and see the edition ‘in the flesh’ at my 

studio - or at the Print Workshop. 

tel: 0116 2514174

http://www.sarahkirby.co.uk/

A New Print of 
the Secular Hall
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Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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Sunday 18th December 6.30pm: Winter Solstice

Celebrate the festive season at the Secular Hall – please bring food or drink to 
share. Entertainment by members.  

Sunday January 8th 6.30pm: Britain, and the effect of superstitions 
among Asians. Dr Harish Mehra is a founder member of the Asian 
Rationalist Society.

Sunday January 15th 6.30pm: Letters from prisoner 164756 USA.
Ken Lowles presents personal letters from Death Row prisoners in Missouri 
set within the context of the in-justice system prevalent in the USA.

Sunday January 22nd 6.30pm: Sex, Politics and Power: the reality of the 
sex industry, who makes policy and how. Catherine Stephens. Hear from a 
sex worker of two decades.  How policy and policing affect the safety of 
everyone in the sex industry, whether there by choice, circumstance or 
coercion.

Sunday January 29th 6.30pm: Traditional Burns night supper and 
celebrations. £5 members, £6 non-members. Places limited, booking 
essential. Email:    or phone/text 07989122917.

Wednesday February 1st: A visit to the William de Morgan exhibition 
(‘Sublime Symmetry’) at the New Walk museum, with a talk from Sarah 
Hardy, exhibition curator. Further details to be announced.

Sunday February 5th 6.30pm: Headstrong Meeting

Come along and bring any topic of your choosing for discussion in an 
informal setting.  All welcome.

Sunday February 12th 6.30pm: DARWIN DAY LECTURE: Cooperation in 
humans and other animals: it really is Darwinian! Susanne Shulz This talk 
argues that cooperation between non-relatives is more common than we 
realise.

Thursday February 16th 6.30pm: Faith Schools and Education, Jay 
Harman

Jay is the BHA faith schools and admissions campaigner.

Sunday February 19th  6.30pm: A celebration of the life of Fidel Castro.
A joint Cuban Solidarity/Leicester Secular Society event. Further details to 
be announced.

Sunday February 26th 6.30pm: Film ‘Local Food Roots’. The film 
explores some central themes that have emerged over the last two 
decades.

Sunday March 5th 6.30pm: INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY EVENT 
Pavan Dhaliwal, The battle for women’s sexual and reproductive health 
rights. A joint Fawcett Society/Leicester Secular Society event. It will be 
preceded at 6pm by a performance from the Red Leicester Choir.

Sunday March 12th 6.30pm: Anniversary Event. To mark the anniversary 
of the opening of the Hall in March 1881.Food, drink and a birthday cake.  
An update on our Heritage Lottery bid.  Hear some fascinating oral 
histories from our collection.

Sunday March 19th 6.30pm:  The challenges of integrating Islam in 
modern life. Ghaith Al-Tamimi. Ghaith is a scholar and researcher in 
Islamic studies and is the chair of the Iraqi Centre for Diversity 

secretary@Lsec.org.uk

continued from pare 1

to non-discrimination, the EHRC 

said. Keith Porteous Wood, NSS 

executive director, said: "The report's 

findings give lie to the claim that 

Christians are being unfairly treated and 

we very much hope it puts to bed the false 

narrative of Christian marginalisation in 

the workplace .

Owner’s Belief
The Commission noted that some 

had argued "that any service 

provider where the owner has a 

religion or belief should be able to … 

restrict services on the basis of sexual 

orientation."

It rejected this argument, saying that 

"Where a service is provided to the 

public, it must be provided to all on 

equal terms.”

Myths
David Isaac, Chair of the EHRC, said: 

"Our review finds that the law works 

well. There are a lot of myths that 

have arisen due to misunderstanding 

of legal requirements."

The glass ceiling in the Ballroom has just 

been cleaned after many years. It was 

found that some of the glass panels open 

via a system of ropes and pulleys. This 

allowed the warm air to flow out through 

the louvers at the front of the building

GLASS CEILING CLEANED 
BUT NOT BROKEN

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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editor

RELIGIOUS
DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST TEACHERS

Plans to build a block of flats next to the Secular Hall have been refused by 

the City Council. Earlier the Secular Society had written to the Council 

pointing out that the proposed development would block the light to the 

stained glass window at the southern end of the Ballroom 

A council planning spokesman said: 

"The proposed development represents 

inappropriate development which fails to 

have special regard to preserving the 

setting of the Secular Hall and would not 

preserve or enhance the character and 

appearance of  the St George's 

Conservation area."

The plans were for the former 

Houstons Club at 2 Yeoman Street. 

This building, which dates from the 

early 20th century, shares a party 

wall with the Secular Hall. Earlier 

modifications to the roof of 2 

Yeomann Street, probably in the 

1990s have already shaded some of 

this window. This can be seen in the 

above photo.

The Developer was not happy with 

the Council’s decision.. Safraz Gani, 

from Gani Property Services of 

Balham, said there would be an 

a p p e a l  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e f u s a l .  

According to the Leicester Mercury, 

he said: “We paid £60,000 in planning 

fees and nobody from the council even 

called us up to discuss this before it was 

refused.”

This comment is regarded by the 

Secular society as ‘a bit rich’ since it 

comes from someone who failed to 

consult with his neighbours. This is 

surprising since the Secular Hall and 

2 Yeoman Street share a wall and it 

was this wall that was to be extended 

In most areas of public life it 

would be totally unacceptable to 

discriminate against people on 

grounds of religion. Yet in state-

funded faith schools such 

discrimination is tolerated.

Previous editions of the Secularist 

have drawn attention to where 

this has happened in Leicester 

schools.

The National  Secular Society is 

urging the Government to amend 

the law to ensure that teachers 

c a n n o t  b e  u n r e a s o n a b l y  

d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  o n  

religious, or any other grounds, in 

faith schools.

Apart from vicars, rabbis and 

mullahs, there cannot be many 

jobs where your personal  

r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  c a n  b e  

legitimately considered a genuine 

job requirement .  With an 

increasing number of potential 

teachers with no religion at all, 

this presents a significant 

complication for recruiting 

teachers in the long-term.

It seems scandalous that teachers 

can be blocked from positions in 

publicly funded schools simply 

because they have the wrong set 

of beliefs. With the Government 

set to unleash another wave of 

faith schools, this issue is not 

going to go away. 

Whilst Secularists would support 

the appointment of teachers in 

faith schools to be modelled on 

the requirements of the Equality 

Act, the easiest solution to the 

problem would be to have no faith 

schools at all.

Planners Remove Threat to Historic Stained Glass

upwards. If consultation had taken 

place, the existence of the stained 

glass window could have been 

pointed out to him. It is not clearly 

seen from the ground, though it it 

very obvious from within the 

Secular Hall.

It was proposed to use the building 

for  43 flats (25 x 1 bed, 17 x studio, 1 

x 2 bed) They were intended to be let 

to students or young people. This 

would have involved adding three 

floors to the existing building. The 

third, fourth and fifth floors were to 

be built on top of the existing party 

wall with the Secular Hall.

WINDOW SAVED

The ballroom window

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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First things first.  This column has 

been absent from these pages for an 

issue or two not because I have had 

editorial disagreements with the 

editor, and not because I have fallen 

out with the society, but simply 

because I have somehow slipped off 

the list for being told that articles are 

required, and so for the past few 

issues I’ve been blissfully unaware 

that the Secularist is in production 

until I see it on my friend Satish’s 

coffee table.   

A Turn for the Worse

I’ve only been away for a couple of 

issues but the world appears to have 

changed somewhat in those few 

months.  When the history of the 

twenty-first century comes to be 

written I have no doubt that 2016 will 

be as significant a year for this 

century as 1914 was for the 

twentieth, and 1815 was for the 

nineteenth.  Why does it seem to take 

fifteen years or so before the new 

century starts to find its own 

identity?  I’m not alone in feeling 

that things have taken an awful turn 

for the worse, nor am I alone in 

recognising that both the UK and the 

USA, and many European countries, 

have lots of people who are 

desperate for some sort of change.  

Much has been written and said in 

recent years about the process of 

Islamic radicalisation, and some 

writers have suggested that the same 

processes of radicalisation has been 

employed by the new alt right; 

endless misinformation on the 

i n t e r n e t  a n d  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  

conspiracy theories,  alarmist 

propaganda in parts of the press etc.  

It’s still a bit far fetched to draw exact 

parallels with Germany in the 1930’s, 

but the current direction of travel is 

keeping me awake at night.

Spiritual

Last month I went for a walk in 

Swithland Woods with a friend who 

was visiting for a few days.  It was in 

the middle of that spell of dry warm 

weather that made this autumn so 

unusual and which resulted in the 

autumn colours on the trees being 

especially glorious.  The woods were 

dry underfoot, we kicked and 

crunched the leaves and everywhere 

there were spectacular colours, set 

against a brilliant blue sky.  It led me 

to think yet again how much I resent 

the way that religious people 

appropriate the notion of spiritual 

experience, as if such experience is 

only obtainable through some sort of 

religious experience.  For the 

religious, the spiritual may be linked 

to religious experience, I’m not a 

religious person so wouldn’t know, 

but religious people frequently 

claim this to be the case.  It’s clearly 

nonsense of course to take the next 

step and to try and appropriate this 

experience of the spiritual as being 

the exclusive domain of the godly, as  

my walk in the woods can attest.

AS I PLEASE Hamish Whiteley

AS I PLEASE

Apologies

I went to see my grand daughter 

Violet’s choir sing carols and 

Christmas songs in New Walk 

Museum this week.  It was lovely to 

see and hear a choir of six year old 

children singing their hearts out 

despite having to grit my teeth at 

some of the words they sang.  And 

while we are on the subject of choirs 

I was due to help Eleanor compère 

the street choir festival concert at 

Curve on the day after the 

Referendum.  I was exhausted from 

canvassing and devastated by the 

result, so much so that I had to pull 

out of the show at the last minute, 

which made me feel even worse.  

My sincere apologies to everyone 

involved.

Post Truth

The Oxford English Dictionary’s 

new word of 2016 is Post-truth, 

meaning a sort of political discourse 

in which the truth counts for little or 

nothing.  We have been warned. 

Finally, I extend the season’s 

greetings to both of my readers.

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

SNIPPETS
Michael Gerard’s

when the Church can afford to pay

Sculptor Fathi Muhammad in 1944 

with the statue of  Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri

Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.

9Leicester Secularist 

John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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A newly commissioned portrait bust 

of Charles Bradlaugh has been 

unveiled in Portcullis House, at a 

reception attended by M.P.s and 

members of the National Secular 

Society with Gillian Lighton and 

Alan Hayes of the Leicester Secular 

Society also in attendance.

The portrait bust of Charles 

Bradlaugh was donated to the House 

of Commons by the National Secular 

Society, which Bradlaugh founded in 

1866. It was funded by very generous 

donations from NSS members and 

supporters.

The bust was made by Suzie Zamit, 

who is the fourth female sculptor to 

have work represented in the 

Parliamentary Art Collection.

Oath of Allegiance

Charles Bradlaugh was first elected 

to the House of Commons in 1880 for 

Northampton and attempted to take 

his seat in the House on several 

occasions. He was stopped from 

taking the Oath of Allegiance in the 

House because of his well-known 

atheism. He was even imprisoned 

by the 

S e r j e a n t - a t - A r m s  w h e n  h e  

attempted to do so. The refusals 

prompted four successive by 

elections, all of which he won.

After six years, Bradlaugh was 

finally allowed to take the oath and 

take his seat in the House of 

Commons. In 1888, his Oaths Act 

was passed as a Private Members 

Bill. It ensured that future MPs 

would be able to take their seats in 

the House through a non-religious 

affirmation if they so wished.

Westminster Hall

Following the unveiling, the bust of 

C h a r l e s  B r a d l a u g h  w i l l  b e  

p e r m a n e n t l y  i n s t a l l e d  a t  a  

prominent position in Lower 

Waiting Hall in the Palace of 

Westminster.

in 

clock tower beneath Big Ben 

Busts at the Secular Hall

The Secular Society has two busts of 

Bradlaugh. Although they are only 

plaster casts, the bust by Ambrose 

Louis Vago was made during his 

lifetime and is dated 1885. Casts like 

this were

Vago was also the 

sculptor of the terracotta bust on the 

outside of the Secular Hall. 

The slightly battered plaster bust of 

Charles Bradlaugh (bottom) bears 

the name of F. Verheyden. It was 

Francis Verheyden who made the 

bronze bust  which adorned 

Bradlaugh's grave at Brookwood 

cemetery until it was stolen in 1938. 

Months later the bust was found on 

Albury Heath, about five miles from 

Guildford, by one of the Duke of 

Northumberland's gamekeepers.  

Though it was 

 sold to Bradlaugh's many 

supporters. 

The perpetrators daubed the grave 

with a swastika.

Stolen

restored to his grave 

in 1939, according to the cemetery, 

the bust was stolen again, along with 

a bronze wreath, and today the 

memorial remains incomplete. 

In addition to making plaster casts, 

Verheyden also produced smaller 

bronze versions of his bust for sale. 

So the original design is not lost.

Another bust of Bradlaugh was 

destroyed when Finsbury Central 

library was bombed during the war. 

There was considerable satisfaction  

in 1947, when it was agreed that the 

statue should be recast and it is now 

in Shoreditch library.

Accusing finger

Bradlaugh’s statue in Northampton 

now stands on a traffic island in 

Abington Square. It has remained in 

dignified tranquillity throughout, 

though vandals have periodically 

removed Bradlaugh’s  accusing 

finger.

Bradlaugh Returns to Parliament

Suzie Zamit’s portrait bust, 2016

Plaster cast by Ambrose Vago, 1885

Plaster cast by Francis Verheyden, c1892

Ned Newitt

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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SECULAR WEDDINGS
Anthony Matthew

The Law Commission has recently 

held a consultation on reform of the 

law on weddings for England and 

Wales (the law is different in 

Scotland). The questions asked were 

where the wedding might take place, 

who could conduct it, what might be 

the form of the ceremony and how it 

should be registered. This issue has 

long been of interest to the British 

Humanist Association, which does 

already conduct humanist weddings 

but these are only symbolic and have 

no legal validity. (However, in 

Scotland there are legally valid 

humanist weddings.) Apart from 

registrars, various churches and 

religious communities have the 

power to conduct legal weddings 

and the BHA would like that power 

extended to it or at least to humanist 

celebrants (for whom it provides a 

training course). That would be 

consistent with the trend of 

regarding humanism as a quasi-

religion.

The current law is a hotch-potch of 

modifications of the original 

exclusive right of the established 

church to conduct weddings. 

Humanist weddings could not 

simply be made the same as existing 

weddings because they differ from 

each other. This could be an occasion 

to put all weddings on the same 

footing, which would be a secular 

approach but would amount to a 

radical reform, not just adding yet 

another type to the current variety.

Abolish the Legal Status of Mattiage

The most radical reform would be to 

abolish the legal status of marriage. 

Then couples (or triples for that 

matter) could have whatever 

ceremony they wished but it would 

have no legal significance. Whether 

or not that would be desirable it is 

certainly not being contemplated by 

the Law Commission. Another 

radical reform would be to make 

only civil weddings legally valid. 

Anyone who wanted a religious or 

humanist ceremony could have one 

but that would have to be in addition 

to the civil ceremony if it were to be 

legally valid. That would add a little 

to the cost of a religious ceremony 

but considering how much is often 

spent on them the extra would be 

m a r g i n a l .  T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  

substantial opposition from the 

Church of England if it were to lose 

the right to conduct legal weddings 

and quite likely from other churches 

and communities which have 

acquired that right.

Premises

One difficulty in extending existing 

law to humanist weddings is that 

(apart from Jews and Quakers) 

religious weddings must be held in a 

place of religious worship. Not only 

do humanists not go in for worship, 

they generally do not have any 

available premises - Leicester 

Secular Hall is a rare exception. Civil 

weddings can take place in premises 

registered for the purpose (in 

Leicester that includes the National 

Space Centre and New Walk 

Museum) but civil weddings are 

conducted by a registrar and their 

form is narrowly specified. They are 

are not what the BHA believes many 

humanists to be asking for, even if 

they were held in the Secular Hall.

A Responsible Person

Although it is traditional for 

weddings to take place in buildings 

specified for the purpose (among 

others) it is not obvious why that 

should be a legal requirement. There 

is clearly a need for some limitations 

on the form that weddings can take 

since they confer legal rights and part 

of that would be to require them to be 

conducted (or at least overseen) by a 

responsible person. Churches 

generally come with a responsible 

person attached in the form of the 

vicar (or minister or priest) and 

similarly on the whole for other 

religions. It is surely more important 

to regulate the responsible person 

than the location (and that is the 

approach in Scotland).

Authorised Persons

Registrars are responsible persons 

and are certified by the state. For an 

Anglican priest though it is the 

church which certifies that he has 

been ordained and will have gone 

through some training and the state is 

A civil marriage in 19th century Switzerland. (Albert Anker, 1887, Wikipedia)

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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not directly concerned.

For other religions either a registrar 

or an authorised person for that 

particular place must be present 

and will very likely be the minister 

or equivalent. Again the state is not 

directly concerned in certifying an 

individual as a responsible person. 

In addition to the ceremony, the 

wedding is controlled by the need to 

notify the registrar beforehand and 

for the wedding to be recorded 

when it has taken place.

Opening up the system

How might this system be opened 

up so that it is not tied to various 

approved religions? The first step 

might be to remove the requirement 

that the ceremony takes place at a 

location (in fact, a building) 

registered for weddings. Control 

over weddings might be done at the 

first stage when the registrar is 

notified of the intention to get 

married when he or she might check 

that it is not a sham marriage. It 

would be an improvement if 

Church of England weddings were 

also required to be notified to the 

registrar in advance (whereas the 

traditional system allows the calling 

of banns at a church service in the 

parish some weeks in advance), 

since it is not unknown for Anglican 

clergy to conduct sham weddings 

for a fee. It would still be reasonable 

to require whoever conducts the 

ceremony itself to be a reliable 

person. At present authorising such 

persons is done by the church or 

religious community. Perhaps the 

BHA can be trusted to make such 

authorisations as conscientiously as 

churches do, or even more so. But if 

marriage is opened up to all sorts of 

re l ig ions  or  be l ie f  systems 

bestowing such trust becomes more 

dubious.

It would be preferable if individual 

wedding practitioners were licensed 

by a registrar, or better a nationwide 

body, after having been through 

some training and subject to periodic 

checks on their performance. Of 

course, that should apply not just to 

n e w  e n t r a n t s  a s  w e d d i n g  

practitioners but also to the priests 

and equivalent who at present are 

authorised to conduct weddings 

only by their religious community. 

One would expect some opposition 

from the Church of England if it lost 

that autonomy, but of course the 

church objects whenever its historic 

privileges are threatened. Under 

such a system there would be no 

need for the wedding practitioner to 

belong to any religious or belief 

community at all, allowing the 

possibility of completely freelance 

celebrants.

Religious Belief

They might specialise in a particular 

style of weddings – in a hot air 

balloon perhaps. In that case they 

might refuse applications from 

couples who want something 

different from their speciality – say 

an underwater wedding instead. 

That seems reasonable but there is 

the danger of valid grounds being 

used to discriminate against couples 

where they have some protected 

characteristic. Where a couple in 

wheelchairs want to get married in a 

hot air balloon the specialised 

practitioner could probably refuse 

their request, but might end up in 

court accused of discrimination 

against the disabled. In the end any 

law will leave cases that have to be 

decided in court on the balance of the 

a r g u m e n t s .  A p a r t i c u l a r l y  

contentious case is that of religious 

belief. Would Scientology weddings 

be available only to Scientologists or 

could any couple insist on one? If a 

religious community could refuse to 

marry a couple because of their 

beliefs or lack of them, could a 

freelance celebrant also turn down a 

couple on the grounds of belief? 

Ironically, the Church of England at 

present cannot apply a test based on 

belief but is obliged to marry any 

legitimate couple living in the parish 

concerned. Possibly here the 

established church would be in 

favour of reform.

Christmas Past
Leicester Chronicle

Saturday 29 December 1900

 Secular Society
On Christmas Day, a party of 174 

old people were entertained with a 

substantial dinner at the Secular 

Hall at the expense of the society. 

After the dispatch of tbe plum-

p u d d i n g  a n d  d e s s e r t ,  t h e  

gentlemen were supplied with 

tobacco and "church wardens,” 

and a programme of songs and 

recitations was much appreciated. 

T h i s  wa s  t h e  s e ve n t e e n t h  

Christmas dinner to aged people 

given by the society. 

SECULAR WEDDINGS  (continued)

A couple waiting to get married in the 

town of Alghero on the island of Sardinia, from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

SNIPPETS
Michael Gerard’s

when the Church can afford to pay

Sculptor Fathi Muhammad in 1944 

with the statue of  Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri

Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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Dear Councillor Corrall,

Thank you for your invitation as Lord 

Mayor to me to represent Leicester Secular 

Society at the Remembrance Service & 

Parade. I had a similar invitation last year 

from the then Lord Mayor, Councillor 

Cassidy, which I accepted with considerable 

reservations in a letter to him. I shall not 

repeat those to you but from my experience of 

the event last year I am inclined not to 

participate this year.

As a humanist organisation the Secular 

Society sees no reason why the 

commemoration should take the form of a 

service of any sort, even if it includes various 

faiths. However, that is not my fundamental 

objection, which is to the inclusion of a 

military parade. That is not just 

inappropriate when we gather to reflect on 

the immense loss of life in the First World 

War and many wars since: it is positively 

distasteful. The same flags and drums used 

to encourage young men to join up to be 

slaughtered are to be used again, which 

utterly fails to express any regret. Despite 

the words on the war memorial, there is 

nothing glorious about being dead.

Perhaps in Leicester's radical tradition some 

future Lord Mayor will have the courage to 

hold a remembrance event with no flags, no 

medals, and no uniforms and even with 

representatives of all those who have suffered 

in a century of war, American, French, 

Russian, German, Japanese, Chinese and 

many more. Until then I shall stay away.

Yours sincerely,

Anthony Matthew

Chair of Leicester Secular Society

A Letter to the Lord Mayor Please pay your 
annual Subs says 
Treasurer

Dear Member,

As another year comes around subscriptions 
now fall due. Please can you pay these 
promptly. We need the funds to continue to 
both campaign for Secularism and maintain our 
home in the Secular Hall. Please consider 
making an additional donation

The subs for 2017 are being frozen at the same 
level as 2016. They are:

   Individuals £21,    Low income £7

   Household (multiple members) £28

Please send your cheques, made payable to 
Leicester Secular Society, to:

   John Catt

   32 Bramcote Road

   Loughborough LE11 2 SA

If you use internet banking, you can credit the 
Society’s bank account as follows

ACCOUNT NO 20195380

SORT CODE 60-83-01

Please confirm such transfers with an email to: 

If you prefer to pay by cash, you can hand this to 
any Board member.

John Catt (Membership Sec/Treasurer)

treasurer@Lsec.org.uk

Hamish WhiteleyAS I PLEASEL.S.S. Report

Following the A.G,M. the members of the Board of the 

Secular Society are:

President: Gush Bhumbra, elected 2016

Chair: Anthony Matthew, elected 2016

Secretary: Gillian Lighton, elected 2015

Director: Ned Newitt, elected, 2015

Treasurer: John Catt, elected, 2016

Director: Dionne Royston, elected, 2016

Director: Mike Burden, elected, 2016

Director: Mohammed Abbas, elected, 2016

The Board is able to co-opt additional members and 

would welcome any expression of interest.

The Board conveyed thanks to the retiring members for 

their work: Michael Gerard, Anu Kapur and Jean 

Roseblade.

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

SNIPPETS
Michael Gerard’s

when the Church can afford to pay

Sculptor Fathi Muhammad in 1944 

with the statue of  Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri

Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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Religious Selection in Schools

The UK is one of only 4 OECD 

countries in the world to have 

religious selection in state schools. 

The others are Ireland, Estonia and 

Israel. The government is proposing 

to increase this from 50% to 100% of 

places. Pavan described this as an 

absurd policy, impossible to justify. 

An Open Letter from the Accord 

Coalition on this issue was published 

in the Times recently. Notably the 

pressure for 100% selection has not 

come from the Anglican Church, but 

from Catholics and Jews.

Litigation

The BHA's current campaigning 

focus is on strategic litigation. 

Another issue to be taken up will be 

collective worship in schools.

A member asked about legal costs of 

bringing cases. Pavan explained that 

the BHA is supported by Lawyers for 

Humanism, a group of 100 or more 

lawyers who do work pro bono in 

early stages, then sign a Protected 

Costs Order limiting what the BHA 

has to pay, otherwise they could not 

afford it.

We look forward to Pavan’s return in 

March to speak at the International 

Women’s day event.

Helen Everett

Pavan gave a fascinating and wide-

ranging talk on Policy and 

Campaigns in the BHA. Her 

expertise is in Human Rights but 

she has overall responsibility for 

twenty or more policy areas with a 

team of 4 staff and 4 full-time 

volunteers. The BHA acts as 

secretariat for the All Party 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  G r o u p  o n  

Humanism.

Pavan chose to focus on activities 

over the last year - not a typical one, 

in that it was dominated by the EU 

Referendum, change of government 

and Brexit debate, which has 

affected what could be done. She and 

her staff are having to forge new 

working relationships with, for 

example, a fresh team of officials at 

Number 10.

Education

First the BHA won the case on the 

exclusion of Humanism from the 

G C S E  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  

curriculum. To her surprise the 

government proceeded to ignore the 

court ruling, and Secretary of State 

for Education Nicky Morgan 

actually briefed against the BHA.

Then there was the so-called Trojan 

Horse schools in Birmingham. Here 

the whistleblowers had talked to the 

BHA a year before the story made 

headlines. Also illegal Jewish 

religious schools have  existed for 40 

years with the complicity of the DfE. 

Pavan spoke of young people 

confined to strict orthodox Jewish 

communities, hardly able to speak 

English, so unable to break free.

As a result of such stories, BHA 

launched an online whistleblowing 

website in March, intended to enable 

such young people to find mutual 

support. Hundreds of young people 

Whistleblowers

British Humanists Campaigns
have complained about their 

experiences at faith schools.

Chaplains in the NHS

The EU Referendum brought 

government to a halt, so next the 

BHA turned its attention to the 

revised NHS Chaplaincy guidance. 

Many NHS Hospital Trusts employ 

paid chaplains, mostly Anglican or 

Catholic, while surveys show that 

the majority of patients are not 

religious and do not seek their 

pastoral care. Leicester is a leading 

light in this field, having appointed a 

humanist chaplain, but many Trusts 

continue to advertise religious 

chaplaincy posts. It is usually the 

Anglican Chaplain who resists 

moving with the times.

The BHA monitors such illegal 

adverts and issues Pre-Action 

Notices, which generally results in 

the adverts being withdrawn and 

recruitment put on hold. To comply 

with the guidance, Equality Impact 

Assessments are required to 

advertise a religiously restricted 

post.

Northern Ireland

The issue of access to abortion in 

Northern Ireland is now to the fore, 

facilitated now that BHA has staff in 

Belfast who work with many 

wonderful women's groups there. It 

is illegal in N.I. to buy abortion pills 

online, and women have been 

prosecuted. Recently the BHA took a 

case to the Supreme Court of N.I. 

women having to pay to have an 

abortion on the NHS in England. The 

Secretary of State, Jeremy Hunt 

opposes free abortions for Northern 

Irish women in England, but the 

arguments used by the government 

are weak. The ruling is awaited.

www.faithschoolersanonymous.uk

Pavan Dhaliwal  photo: BHA
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Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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Maryam Namazie said on 17th July 

2016 that “organised religions were 

often ideologies that could result in 

fascist societies if allowed to take power''

However Fascist parties come to 

power in times of economic crisis as 

they did in Europe in the 1930's. The 

working class fought against each 

other and there was popular support 

for a fascist leader. Where is there an 

example of a fascist country coming 

to  power  through re l ig ion?  

Furthermore, Muslims in this 

country stand for their political 

parties not for Islam.

Arab countries have different 

histories: Saudi Arabia is an absolute 

monarchy backed by America. In the 

case of Iran, the west backed the 

mullahs after the Shah was deposed 

and workers' rebellions crushed.

If anyone is advocating death for 

a p o s t a s y ,  a d u l t e r y  a n d  

homosexuality they should be 

seriously challenged and opposed. 

Chris Goodwin

S E C U L A R W O R L D N E W S
from the National Secular Society

By reducing people with these views 

to mental illness can be dangerous.

There appears to be a number of 

fears being perpetuated: Non -

Muslim women will be forced to 

wear the Hijab. There is no evidence 

of this. No Go Areas in Britain and 

France were investigated by an 

independent American and found to 

be untrue. Fox News had to 

apologise.

A personal example Highfields was 

seen to be a No -Go area at the time of 

the riots in 1981.  Only 3% of the 

population were African Caribbean. 

Two of my white Englísh neighbours 

and I have lived in Highfields 

happily for 50 and 35 years.

 Women said that they started to 

wear the veil after 9/11 the war on 

terror. Others that it is religion. 

Women have many different ways of 

belonging. What is so frightening 

about a piece of material?

Edwy Plenel a non -Muslim French 

Malaysian PM to ‘empower’ sharia courts
In a bid to sure up support from 

Muslim voters, Malaysian Prime 

Minister Najib Razak has announced 

plans to strengthen the power of 

Islamic law in the country, 

He told Malaysian TV that he 

wanted to "develop Islam" and grant 

more power to sharia courts. Two 

state governments currently punish 

apostasy with the death penalty, 

though it is not thought that these 

laws could currently be enforced.

Many fear that a bill currently before 

the Malaysian parliament will 

impose strict sharia law on the 

country, which is a Muslim-majority 

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk Seri 

Ahmad Zahid Hamid had offered 

government  support  for  the  

measures.

Religion and Fascism

nation but which has sizeable 

religious minorities.

A private member's bill would 

i m p l e m e n t  " r e a l "  s h a r i a  

punishments for 'crimes' including 

sex before marriage and drinking 

alcohol. At present penalties include 

six months in prison and a fine, but 

the bill would dramatically increase 

the severity of the punishments.

The more severe punishments 

would include 100 lashes for 

unmarried Muslims who have sex, 

and between 40 and 80 lashes for 

drinking alcohol.

The Malaysian media reported that 

activist and author states in his book 

“For the Muslims'' that if the Front 

National drops the Jewish question 

the whole of France will support its' 

fascist party. He named the book 

after an article entitled “Pour les 

Juifs'' in which Emile Zola predicted 

the Jewish holocaust. Plenel shows 

how the French government 

including the Socialist Party is 

promoting reaction against Muslims 

and Roma and environmentalists. 

The book was written after the Paris 

attacks but before the Nice tragedy.

Far right organisations in Europe 

such as Golden Dawn are murdering 

people while governments pander to 

propaganda against minorities and 

the poor.

Nicolas Walter said in a talk to the 

South Ethical Society in 1991 

“The true anarchist attitude to religion is 

surely to attack not faith or the Church so 

much as what it is in people that needs 

faith and the Church.''

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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I went to the launch of "Queer: A 

Graphic History" for two reasons. 

The first is that I inhabit a world 

where queer is used and debated and 

I use the word myself. I'm aware 

there has been study and writing on 

"queer" but I've never read any of the 

academic works. If people are talking 

about me perhaps I ought to know 

what they are saying and if I agree. 

Also perhaps a bit more in-depth 

thinking about a slippery concept 

would be useful to me. The second 

reason is that I've known and liked 

the author Meg-John Barker as a 

friend for some time and found their 

previous works valuable. (M-J has a 

b l o g  

)

Comics

I used to read comics much more 

than I take the time to now and used 

to share interests in some of the same 

ones with Meg-John. Yay for Page 45, 

the comic shop we both frequented in 

Nottingham when living there! The 

launch was in the excellent London 

comic shop called Gosh! and was 

packed with good people including 

from the book's publisher Icon Books.

I also like introductions to subjects 

that give me a few spider silk threads 

to navigate over the web of 

knowledge before filling in gaps later 

if I want. This book is ideal for that, a 

combination of short summaries of 

thinkers and thought around the 

word "queer", queer studies and 

queer theory together with fun and 

apposite illustrations by Julia 

Scheele. I found the depth just right, 

enough to discover main streams of 

thought and thinkers without getting 

buried in detail.

Multiple Worldviews

Part of the difficulty with "queer" is 

that it is used in quite different ways 

by different people. One of its 

strengths is the same thing: 

h t t p s : / / r e w r i t i n g - t h e -

rules.com/

promoting multiple worldviews and 

exposing with a skeptical eye the 

ideas that there can be one way of 

seeing the world privileged as 

normal or correct; when we see 

spl i t t ing things  into  binary 

categories and attempting to draw 

demarcation lines we ask who is 

drawing the lines, why, and in what 

other ways could we consider seeing 

the world?

Verb or Adjective?

Queer is used in various ways such 

as a verb when colouring over the 

boundary lines of colouring books 

inked by the mainstream. Queer can 

be used as an adjective to describe a 

relationship, self-presentation for 

example of gender, or way of 

showing up how weird the world is 

when we consider the unusual and 

also just how contrived the usual and 

normal can be. Queer has been used 

by people who don't want the world 

to only have male or female, straight 

or gay and sometimes good or bad 

(think deserving or undeserving 

poor) or right or wrong. Ways of 

examining the world are held up as 

being used by certain people in 

certain situations rather than 

universal and unchanging. A 

question I see asked by the queer is: 

What does this (rule, theory, word, 

definition) open up and what does it 

close down?

We hear "queer" around sexuality 

and around gender (and sex, and 

relationships) but the ways of 

experiencing and talking about and 

arguing about them can be extended 

to other areas and indeed queer 

writers question why for example 

the gender of who we have sex with 

is considered more important than 

whether we share the same politics 

or a friendship. Perhaps we can look 

again and see focusing on being 

single, not wanting to be social, 

f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  m o m e n t a r y  

connections with strangers as sites of 

social resistance and change.

Normality

The parts I don't go along with: I 

think we as humans are progressing, 

at breakneck speed, through science 

and applications such as medicine 

and that philosophy, literature etc. do 

build and refine knowledge and 

create beauty and meaning. There 

should be challenges to ideas of 

normality and knowledge claims 

paired with power and yes many 

points of view and theories can 

coexist and I welcome the discomfort 

and challenge of the pitches where I 

stand being queered. That doesn't 

mean I'm prepared to spend all of my 

time mud wrestling slippery 

concepts with critics and artistic 

obscure people who put out words 

that avoid being held to account and 

reality.

I recommend "Queer: A Graphic 

History" to trouble our thinking and 

challenge our normalities and in the 

same spirit do not hold it up as 

authoritative and recommend you 

also challenge my review and think 

up your own.

Queer: A Graphic History
Grant Denkinson

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

SNIPPETS
Michael Gerard’s

when the Church can afford to pay

Sculptor Fathi Muhammad in 1944 

with the statue of  Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri

Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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In recent days the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission (EHRC) on Religion and Belief published 

Rel ig ion  and Be l i e f  -  i s  the  Law Working?

Under the terms of this, and previous documents 

issued by this august British body, the definition of 

“belief” is:

The belief must be genuinely held.

It must be a belief, and not an opinion or viewpoint 

based on the present state of information available.

It must be a belief as to a weighty and substantial 

aspect of human life and behaviour.

It must attain a certain level of cogency, seriousness, 

cohesion and importance.

It must be worthy of respect in a democratic society, 

compatible with human dignity and not conflict 

with the fundamental rights of others.

The amplitude of these definitions includes, according 

to the EHRC under their Guidance For Employers, a 

multitude of conflicting philosophies.  Amongst these,  

Vegetarianism and Veganism, are considered to be 

covered.

TALLOW

In November 2016, the new Polymer English Five 

Pound Note was launched as legal tender to the eager, 

high-tech loving, Great English Public. (The fact that 

the super hi-tech vanguard Republic of Mozambique 

and that renowned enclave of advanced ideas, 

Northern Ireland, have had plastic bank notes for a 

number of years was not brought to our general 

attention).  Our gentler, vegetable eating Compatriots 

were soon, rightly,  lamenting the use of tallow in the 

production of the plastic polymers used for the new 

Fivers.

In reality the use of tallow in industrial processes is as 

old as the industrial revolution itself being a lubricant 

par excellence. Tallow is generally produced from beef 

or mutton body fat to produce fatty and stearic acids. 

The large scale international trading in fatty acids and 

the like derived from tallow does not generally 

distinguish between the animal of origin, nor the 

slaughter method. As such it may well include pig lard, 

as well as be from non halaal and non kosher 

slaughterhouses.  Some amongst us may well recall the 

Indian Mutiny of 1857 caused by the supposed use of 

tallow in the rifle cartridges.

Even today these tallow derivatives are used in many, 

 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/fi

les/religion-or-belief-report-december-2016.pdf

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

DO VEGETARIANS HAVE FAITH IN FIVERS?

many industrial processes (not to mention Jamie 

Oliver's scrumptious chips). Just 2 examples among 

many include:

The rolling of sheet and coil steel. This ubiquitous 

product is in every single form of public and private 

transport, not to mention in computers, cell phones, 

tins containing baked beans etc. etc.

The production of rigid PVC materials, found in 

kitchen and bathroom plumbing and uPVC 

windows.

I won't even touch upon the widespread use of tallow 

based animal products in the manufacture of textiles, 

cosmetics, sweets, spectacles etc.

DISCRIMINATED AGAINST

The fact that a Vegetarian's belief system prohibits them 

from using the Five Pound Note is only a minor 

distraction when the problem is far more wide ranging 

than that alluded to by the media. Vegetarians are 

effectively being discriminated by just about all 

industries worldwide. By the rational application of 

logic and knowledge to Vegetarian beliefs this 

oppressed class of people is unable to use any form of 

non animal transport (bicycle tyre manufacture uses 

tallow). All modern electrical and communications 

equipment, tinned food, modern day bathrooms, 

kitchens and double glazed houses are also similarly 

polluted.

So dear friends, during this Festive Season, spare a 

thought for those of us who are unable to enjoy our 

(tallow containing), Fairy lights, sweets, Xmas cards 

and even the Queens Speech on the contaminated 

television.   

Ÿ

Ÿ

Mark Lucas

Question: if you get about 40kg of tallow from the average 

cow, how many cows would you need to make every single £5 

note in circulation? Answer: just over half of one cow

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

SNIPPETS
Michael Gerard’s

when the Church can afford to pay

Sculptor Fathi Muhammad in 1944 

with the statue of  Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri

Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.

9Leicester Secularist 

John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.



13Leicester Secularist 

John Catt

A STORY FROM BAGDAD - SECULARISM IN IRAQ
The Society welcomed Maytham 

Al-Hilo ,  a  campaigner  for  

secularism from Iraq, on 30th 

October to give a talk. Maytham is 

a consultant dermatologist and 

venereologist. 

Maytham explained that after the 

dark times the the city had endured 

during the overthrow of Saddam 

Hussein, the enmity of opposing 

Shia and Sunni factions driven by 

fundamentalist ideologies had 

resulted in chaos. Hundreds of 

explosions and violent episodes 

occurred across the city. He 

concluded that there must be a better 

way and that he must work towards 

it for the sake of his three daughters.

The situation in Iraq makes it very 

difficult for Rationalist groups 

promoting secularism to establish 

themselves. The Saddam regime had 

been nominally a secular democracy, 

as had many other nationalist 

regimes in the Middle East, but, as 

with most of these, was in effect a 

totalitarian dictatorship.

A Vacuum
Se cu l a r i sm h a d  n e ve r  b e e n  

promoted in the area and religion 

reinforces illogical subjective 

thinking, resulting in people being 

more amenable to those who 

promote violence as the solution to 

problems. The situation has been 

exacerbated by the lack of strong and 

consistent civil institutions. Changes 

o f  g o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  

revolutionary with the invasion by 

the Western Alliance removing the 

entire government machine and 

replacing it with a new incompetent 

civil administration. This weakened 

the liberal centre that is prepared to 

compromise and reinforced the 

tendency of the population to seek 

safety in their tribes. The vacuum 

was filled by Salafists and produced 

a horrific level of suicide attacks.

The Solution
Maytham had concluded that there 

are no quick solutions and the way 

forward is  to  promote  free  

d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  

interpretations of religious texts. The 

solution must lie in changing people, 

not the state. In particular the 

religious have to be convinced that 

secularism provides safe spaces and 

is not a threat.

Speakers’ Corner
In 2004 Maytham began his project 

to encourage freethought and 

rationalism with meetings every 

Friday at Iraq's "Speakers' Corner". 

Mutanabbi Street in the historic 

center of Baghdad, famous for its 

bookstores. He encouraged anyone 

who was prepared to express an 

opinion and to listen to other views 

to attend, including the religious. 

This was to be an area of free speech 

where all were welcome provided 

they were comfortable with critical 

thinking. Numbers attending 

gradually grew. However in March 

2007 a car bomb exploded and killed 

26 people on Mutanabbi Street. 

Despite this the group carried on and 

continues to expand.

Human Rights

The meetings have opposed laws 

restricting the liberty of women and 

free thought. They have supported 

demonstrations against sectarian 

authoritarian government and in 

favour of an inclusive secular 

government. The growth of social 

media on the internet has allowed 

Maytham and his colleagues to 

promote an new Iraqi Humanist and 

Secular movement. The aim will be 

to promote human rights, a secular 

state and using evidence as the basis 

of law, rather than religion. The plan 

is to expose the problems caused by 

authoritarian religion and to 

campaign for evolution to be taught 

as undisputed science. However they 

have recently had a set back in that a 

law banning alchohol was recently 

passed.

Constitutional Rights
Maytham pointed out that ironically 

Iraq's constitution is probably as 

secular as that of the UK, in that the 

UK has an established church. Iraq's 

constitution states that "Islam is the 

state religion and a basic foundation for 

the country's laws, and no law may 

contradict the established provisions of 

Islam." However the constitution also 

defines many rights and freedoms. 

These include the rule of law, equality 

before the law, limited freedom of 

expression, freedom of the press, of 

assembly and of thought, conscience 

and belief. 

Protection
These rights and freedoms protect 

the Friday meetings and Maytham 

believes that these provision can be 

used to ensure that Islam has no real 

effect on the government of Iraq. 

Maytham's talk was very matter of 

fact about the problems facing those 

promoting secularism in Iraq. They 

are undoubtedly putting their own 

lives on the line and I have nothing 

but admiration for Maytham and his 

allies in taking forward progressive 

thinking in this environment.

Maytham Al-Hilo, an Iraqi secularist  

campaigner speaking at the Secular 

Hall.

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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BLASPHEMY MEANS DEATH OR PRISON IN 59 COUNTRIES
Freedom of Thought report highlights the right to freedom from religion

The Freedom of Thought report 

highlights cases of individuals who 

have been targeted for expressing 

non-religious views, for 'blasphemy' 

or for promoting secularism.

The International Humanist and 

Ethical Union (IHEU), of which the 

Society is a member, has published 

its fifth annual Freedom of Thought 

report, drawing attention to cases of 

individuals around the world who 

face persecution for their lack of 

religious belief.

These  inc lude Rai f  Badawi ,  

sentenced to 1,000 lashes and 10 

years in prison in Saudi Arabia for 

alleged "blasphemy", Mohamed 

Cheikh Ould M'kheitir, who is facing 

the death penalty in Mauritania for 

alleged "apostasy", secular bloggers 

in Bangladesh facing vigilante 

kil l ings,  and Basuki Tjahaja 

Purnama, the governor of Jakarta 

who has faced huge protests against 

him over blasphemy accusations.

Ahmed Shaheed, the UN's recently 

appointed Special Rapporteur on 

Freedom of Religion or Belief, said 

that "narrowly defined views on 

r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m "  l e d  t o  

discrimination against non-religious 

people.

Fundamental Right
"The IHEU report is an important 

reminder that the right to freedom 

from religion or belief is as 

fundamental as the right to freedom 

of religion, and that the same human 

right protects freedom of non-

religious thought and non-religious 

belief as well; and that for some 

humanists, atheists, free-thinkers 

and the unconcerned the protection 

of this right can mean the difference 

between life and death."

Writing in the report's introduction, 

Raif Badawi

S h a h e e d  s h a r p l y  c r i t i c i s e d  

blasphemy laws and discrimination 

against and persecution of apostates.

"While anyone can run afoul of these 

laws, and often there are allegations of 

the use of such laws for political 

purposes, these laws potentially 

automatically criminalize dissent and 

free-thinking, and victimize ‘non-

believers', humanists and atheists. What 

is even more shocking is the cruelty with 

which those who are accused of violating 

these laws are often punished– by state 

agents or by non-state actors, including 

neighbours and relatives.”

Under Threat
According to IHEU's research 

blasphemy is outlawed in at least 59 

countries, which punish the 'crime' 

with a prison term or the death 

penalty. 22 countries have laws 

against apostasy, and "at least 13 

countries provide for the use of the 

death penalty for blasphemy or 

apostasy."

IHEU president Andrew Copson 

said "the rights and equality of the non-

religious are under threat" and that 

"Serious damage is being done to the 

brand of democracy, to secularism, and 

there are new threats to all our liberties."

The report uses a 'traffic light' system 

to rate countries on discrimination 

against the non-religious in four 

s e c t i o n s ;  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  

government ;  educa t ion  and  

children's rights; family, community, 

society, religious courts and 

tribunals; freedom of expression and 

advocacy of humanist values.

Persecution
Bob Churchill, author of the report, 

said: "At that most serious end of the 

scale, we record how numerous 

states continue to systematically 

exclude or persecute non-religious 

people, or suppress a range of views 

that include humanist values, 

political secularism, and critical 

discussion of religion. These 

violations affect many millions of 

p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  d i r e c t l y  

discriminated against by the state, 

are marginalized or outright 

persecuted socially".

Entrenched Priviledges
The report warned that populist 

movements "linked to conservative 

religious values are attempting to 

(and in some cases are already 

succeeding) re-establish or entrench 

privileges for religion in the public 

sphere, or attempting to restrict the 

rights and liberties of all in the name 

of religious values."

HERE IS A LIST OF SCIENTIFIC 
DISCOVERIES THAT WERE LATER 
PROVEN WRONG USING 
RELIGION
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 
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and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 
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mankind. It tries to help the above 
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and 3 other members of the 
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found within the Company Staff 
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their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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Ageing and Decision Making
Professor Wändi Bruine de Bruin gave a talk to the Society on 4th December 

entitled "Ageing and Decision Making". Wändi holds a University Leadership 

Chair in Behavioural Decision Making at the Leeds University Business School, 

where she also serves as the co-director of the Centre for Decision Research.

Professor Wändi Bruine de Bruin at 

the Secular Hall   (Ambrose 

Musiwiya)

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behavior change interventions as 

we age.

Developing an understanding of this 

has become more important as the 

profile of the population changes, 

wi th  the  proport ion  of  the  

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment of 

cognitive ability (how well we retain 

information and speed of reasoning), 

experience and motivation (that 

which engages both our cognitive 

ability and drawing on experience). 

Human beings achieve peak 

cognitive ability around the age of 20 

and this slowly declines thereafter. 

H o w e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

vocabulary and financial knowledge 

increases throughout most of our 

life. 

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age and 

Her Research

Trade Off

there is strong evidence that older 

p e o p l e ,  d e s p i t e  n u m e r a c y  

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  wi th  "sa t i s fac tory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

s i m p l i f y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be better 

for our mental health.

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to "sunk 

costs". This is where an individual 

has invested time, effort and 

resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses 

and need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

Dwelling on Regrets

Cutting Losses

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

In summary Wändi suggested that in 

communicating with older people, 

businesses and government need to 

understand that they need to provide 

decision aids that concentrate on the 

main options, in a positive way and 

take account of what will be familiar 

to the target audience, so that they 

can take full benefit from their life 

experiences.

Communicating
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Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 
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The Markfield Institute Of Higher 
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Sculptor Fathi Muhammad in 1944 

with the statue of  Abul Ala Al-Ma’arri

Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.
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 Dear Dr. Laura:
Thank you for doing so much to 

educate people regarding God's 

Law. I have learned a great deal from 

your show, and try to share that 

knowledge with as many people as I 

can. When someone tries to defend 

the homosexual lifestyle, for 

example, I simply remind them that 

Leviticus 18:22 clearly states it to be 

an abomination. End of debate. I do 

need some advice from you, 

however, regarding some of the 

other specific laws and how to 

follow them:

1. When I burn a bull on the altar as a 

sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing 

odour for the Lord - Lev.1:9. The 

problem is my neighbours. They 

claim the odour is not pleasing to 

them. Should I smite them?

2. I would like to sell my daughter 

into slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 

21:7. In this day and age, what do 

you think would be a fair price for 

her?

3. I know that I am allowed no 

contact with a woman while she is in 

h e r  p e r i o d  o f  m e n s t r u a l  

uncleanliness - Lev.15:19- 24. The 

problem is, how do I tell? I have tried 

asking, but most women take 

offense.

4. Lev. 25:44 states that I may indeed 

possess slaves, both male and 

female, provided they are purchased 

from neighbouring nations. A friend 

of mine claims that this applies to 

Mexicans, but not Canadians. Can 

you clarify? Why can't I own 

Canadians?

5. I have a neighbour who insists on 

working on the Sabbath.. Exodus 

35:2 clearly states he should be put to 

death. Am I morally obligated to kill 

him myself?

6. A friend of mine feels that even 

though eating shellfish is an 

abomination - Lev. 11:10, it is a lesser 

abomination than homosexuality. I 

don't agree. Can you settle this? 

7. Lev. 21:20 states that I may not 

approach the altar of God if I have a 

defect in my sight. I have to admit 

that I wear reading glasses. Does my 

vision have to be 20/20, or is there 

some wiggle room here? 

8. Most of my male friends get their 

hair trimmed, including the hair 

around their temples, even though 

this is expressly forbidden by Lev. 

19:27. How should they die? 

9. I know from Lev. 11:6-8 that 

touching the skin of a dead pig makes 

me unclean, but may I still play 

football if I wear gloves?

10. My uncle has a farm. He violates 

Lev. 19:19 by planting two different 

crops in the same field, as does his 

wife by wearing garments made of 

two different kinds of thread 

(cotton/polyester blend). He also 

tends to curse and blaspheme a lot. Is 

it really necessary that we go to all the 

trouble of getting the whole town 

together to stone them? - Lev.24:10-

Couldn't we just burn them to death 

at a private family affair like we do 

with people who sleep with their in-

laws? (Lev. 20:14)

I know you have studied these things 

extensively, so I am confident you can 

help. Thank you again for reminding 

us that God's word is eternal and 

unchanging.

Your devoted fan, 

Jim

This letter dates from 2000 and it is not 

known who wrote it. Dr. Laura 

Schlessinger was a radio personality who 

dispensed advice to people on a call in  

radio show. in the USA. S

n 

early October 2000, Dr. Schlessinger ran 

a full-page ad in Variety offering an 

apology for what she called "poorly 

chosen" words about homosexuality. She 

had previously referred to gays as 

"biological errors" and “deviants," In 

2003 she announced the renunciation of 

her faith on her show 

he said that, as 

a n  o b s e r v a n t  O r t h o d o x  J e w,  

homosexuality was an abomination 

according to Leviticus 18:22 and cannot 

be condoned under any circumstance. I

from the National Secular Society

Islamic Foundation

The Islamic Foundation is Britain’s leading publisher of books 

written by Abdul Ala Mawdudi, the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami, 

a violent Islamist movement responsible for acts of genocide 

during Bangladesh’s 1971 War of Independence. Lord Carlile, in 

his government paper on preventing violent extremism, noted 

that Mawdudi was a key influence in the radicalisation of young 

British Muslims. In one of his books, Islamic Law and 

Constitution, Mawdudi wrote that his ideal state would bear “a 

kind of resemblance to the fascist and communist states.”

In 2013, the former Deputy Chairman of the Islamic Foundation, 

Chowdhury Mueen-Uddin, was convicted by a war crimes 

tribunal for his role in the 1971 abduction and murder of 18 

Bangladeshi intellectuals. The Foundation’s current Chairman, 

Khurshid Ahmad – formerly the Vice President of Jamaat-e-

Islami’s Pakistan branch – wrote in 2003 that the areas of 

Afghanistan controlled by the “refulgent and splendid” Taliban 

“had become the cradle of justice and peace,” and further 

warned of the “implication of Europe’s being in the clasp of 

Jews.” The following year, the Times of London reported that 

two Islamic Foundation trustees were included in the UN’s 

sanctions list of persons associated with the Taliban and al-

Qaeda.

Another of the Islamic Foundation’s trustees is Abdullah Omar 

Nassief, formerly the Secretary-General of the Muslim World 

League. According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Muslim 
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SECULAR HALL NEWS

Thirty people have died because of The Satanic Verses; 

mainly protesters but also translators of the novel and a 

moderate Imam in Belgium who spoke against the fatwa. 

 Within two weeks of the novel's publication 

Viking/Penguin had received thousands of letters and 

phone calls requesting the novel to be withdrawn due to its 

offensive nature - which they chose to ignore, issuing no 

statements. On the ninth day after the publication of the 

novel, on the 5th of October 1988, the Government of India, 

Rushdie's country of birth, announced that it would be 

banned in that country - much to the author's dismay, as the 

novel is partly directed to it. Bangladesh, Sudan, South 

Africa, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Thailand, Tanzania, Indonesia, 

Singapore and Venezuela followed India's example in 

banning the novel over the next few months. Peaceful 

protests against the blasphemy of the novel were also held 

in London, Bradford, Islamabad, Tehran, Bombay, New 

York, Dhaka, Istanbul and Khartoum in this period; some of 

these turned violent as the protesters clashed with the 

authorities, and these clashes resulted in numerous deaths 

and hundreds of injuries. 

On the 21st of October British Muslims handed over a 

petition with hundreds of thousands of signatures to 

Viking/Penguin calling for the withdrawal of the novel, the 

publishing company responded by stating that the offence 

has been due to a "misreading of the book", and that any 

moves to cease publication of the novel would be "wholly 

inconsistent with our position as a serious publisher who 

believes in freedom of expression" (Letter and press 

statement issued by Penguin reprinted in Ahsan and 

Kidwai, Sacrilege versus Civility, Appendix 1, pp.318-20). 

Two more events took place that have now come to 

characterise the Muslim position in the Rushdie Affair. The 

first of these was the symbolic burning of a copy of The 

Satanic Verses by Muslims protesters in Bradford on the 

14th of January 1989. This event gave license to Western 

critics to portray Muslims as barbaric and uncultured, as 

Rana Kabbani observes in A Letter to Christendom, the 

event "matched the traditional Western image of them, 

making it easy to label them as primitive fanatics not 

civilised enough to appreciate the value of free speech" 

(Rana Kabbani, A Letter to Christendom, Virago, London: 

1989, pp. 8-9). The image of the burning book has come to 

represent Islam's intolerance, and it is therefore significant 

that two major studies of the Affair, Appignanesi and 

Maitland's The Rushdie File, and Ruthvan Malise's A 

Satanic Affair: Salman Rushdie and the Wrath of Islam - the 

title is itself revealing - have front covers that show burning 

copies of The Satanic Verses. This event was followed by the 

The company is known under the 

name of The Markfield Institute 

Of Higher Education. The firm 

first started 7 years ago and was 

registered under 06471324 as its 

reg. no.. This registered office of 

this company is located in 

Leicestershire. You may visit them 

at Ratby Lane, Markfield. The 

company is classified under the 

NACe and SiC code 85422 - Post-

graduate level higher education. 

2014-12-31 is the last time 

company accounts were reported. 

The Markfield Institute Of Higher 

Education has been operating in 

the field for seven years.

The firm was registered as a 

charity on 2008-09-12. It is 

registered under charity number 

1125851. The geographic range of 

the charity's area of benefit is 

undefined. in practice, local. They 

work in Leicestershire. The 

corporate trustees committee 

features six members: Syed 

Faiyazuddin Ahmad, Abdul Majid 

Chowdhury, Professor Khurshid 

Ahmad, Abdur Rashid Siddiqui 

and Farooq Murad, and others. As 

for the charity's financial situation, 

their best time was in 2011 when 

their income was 961,911 pounds 

and they spent 759,839 pounds. 

The charity engages in training 

and education and training and 

education. It works to the benefit 

of all the people, the whole 

mankind. It tries to help the above 

beneficiaries by providing specific 

services and providing various 

services. If you would like to learn 

something more about the 

enterprise's activity, dial them on 

the following number 01530 

244922 or go to their website. If 

you would like to learn something 

more about the enterprise's 

activity, mail them on the 

following e-mail 

zahidparvez@mihe.org.uk or go to 

their website.

The information regarding this 

specific company's staff members 

suggests there are six directors: 

Farooq Salman Murad, Abdul 

Rashid Siddiqui, Zahid Ali Parvez 

and 3 other members of the 

Management Board who might be 

found within the Company Staff 

section of our website who started 

their careers within the company 

on 2008-01-14.
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Socialism and Art.— 

On Wednesday evening Mr. W. Morris, of London, gave a 

lecture in the Secular Hall on the above subject to a fairly 

large audience. — Mr. T. Wright occupied the chair, and 

in introducing the lecturer said that he was more than a 

poet— he was a great worker and a great thinker on the 

subject on which he was to lecture.— In the course of his 

address Mr. Morris first directed attention to the relative 

positions of art and commerce, meaning by the latter 

word the present system of competitive labour in the 

market. He contended that whereas art used in early 

days to hold supremacy over commerce, latterly 

commerce had come to be considered of great 

importance and art of very little. That he believed to be a 

serious evil, for to his mind it meant that the world of 

modern civilisation, in its haste to gain a very inequitably 

divided material prosperity, had suppressed popular art. 

In other words the greater part of the people bad no share 

in art, which must, as things were now, be kept in the 

hands of a few rich or well- to-do people. In losing art he 

contended that the people, who worked as hard as ever 

they did, had lost the natural solace of that labour— a 

solace which they once had and always should have. 

Thus the work, some share of which should have been 

the helpful companion of every man, bad become such a 

burden, which every man if he could, would shake off. 

The mere bodily or material gain of the present system 

did not balance the loss of pleasure it had brought on the 

world, for the contrast between rich and poor was more 

intensified, and they had in England the terrible 

spectacle of two peoples — one civilised and the other 

uncivilised. In the face of this be claimed that it was right 

and necessary that all men should have work to do which 

should be worth doing, be of itself pleasant to do, and 

which should be done under such conditions as would 

make it neither over-wearisome nor over- anxious. He 

did not consider that an exorbitant claim, but if conceded 

it would bring about a state of things as nearly as possible 

the reverse of the present. First the work should be worth 

doing. At present masses of men were occupied in 

making things which were embarrassing or superfluous 

to the daily life of a serious man, whilst others were 

engaged on things which were not merely useless but 

actively destructive and poisonous, but which 

commanded a good price in the market; and again there 

was a great mass of labour merely wasted. All so engaged 

were slaves of what was called luxury. If they were to 

have popular art they must be done with that luxury, as 

art could not live beside it. As the people were forced into 

making those things they lest the very foundations 

of that pleasure in daily work which be claimed as 

their birthright. Before they could clear the ground 

for the new birth of art they must re- move that 

system of luxury, and other changes would follow. 

He questioned whether the well-to-do classes 

could do that. The commerce they had become so 

proud of was their master, and they were 

compelled to admit not that commerce was made 

for man, but that man was made for commerce. 

They could only put luxury from them and live 

simple and decent lives when they were free from 

the slavery of capitalist commerce. He could 

conceive of nothing more likely to raise the 

standard of life than the convincing of some 

thousands of those who live by labour of the 

necessity of supporting the claim that their work 

should be of itself pleasant to do. That most men's 

work should be grievous to them was a mere 

monstrosity of these latter days, which must in the 

long run bring ruin and confusion on the society 

which allowed it. Then, again, he contended that 

nothing should be made by man's labour which 

was not worth making, or which must be made by 

labour degrading to the makers. The one thing to be 

done to bring about this social revolution was to 

make people far and wide see that it was possible to 

raise the standard of life. No one who was willing to 

work should ever fear want of such employment as 

would earn for him all due necessaries of mind and 

body. Those necessaries were a chance of capacity 

for bis work by due education, decency of 

surroundings, including good lodging, ample 

space, and general order and beauty. Houses 

should be well built and healthy, and there must be 

abundant garden space in towns. Towns must not 

eat op the fields and natural features ot the country, 

and no one, for instance, should be allowed to cut 

down trees for mere profit whose loss would spoil a 

landscape. The third necessity was leisure. The 

leisure workmen had a right to claim must be ample 

to allow them full rest for mind and body. These 

conditions could not be obtained under the present 

gospel of capital, but who knew but that the time 

might be near, and that those who were now living 

might see the beginning of that end which would 

extinguish luxury and poverty, when the middle 

and lower classes should have melted into one 

class, living contentedly a simple and happy life ?— 

A short discussion followed.— The Chairman 

proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Morris for his able 

and instructive address, which was seconded by 

the Rev. J. Page Hopps, who regarded Mr. Morris as 

an angel who bad lost his way. He thought the 

theories expounded by him were entirely 

impracticable for this world, but notwithstanding 

that he did not agree with him he seconded the vote 

of thanks with much pleasure. — The motion was 

carried unanimously, and the meeting then 

terminated."

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1884

Are people fleeing climate change going to be a 

problem for people here?

Sarah Harper Professor of gerontology at Oxford 

University found that birth rate in Europe is falling. To 

support itself economically and its older population 

Europe needs 1.4 million people from migration 

between 1995 and 2050. The World Bank forecasts that 

Russia and Europe need 3.3 million immigrants 

annually to 2025 and 4.1 million combined migration 

annually between 2025 and 2050. Almost half of people 

born overseas emigrate after 5 y ears in the UK.

According to researchers most people migrating to 

Europe have human rights reasons as well as climate 

change. 57 million people fled wars in 2014 (United 

Nations commissioner for war). Only 800,000 asylum 

application were made in Europe 2014-6. Most people 

stayed closer to home.

Whilst some people will flee Africans are taking 

measures to adapt to climate change. They are planting 

trees, securing housing, conserving biodiversity, 

mechanizing farming, installing early warning 

systems. Africa is urbanising farming is taking place in 

tower blocks unaffected by climate change. An all 

Africa conference of farmers and others was held in 

2014 to build on these initiatives. People are also 

moving to and thro within Africa. Africans have many 

different religions.

A report by War on Want 2016 reveals 101 mining 

companies listed on the British stock exchange. The 

British government has aided and abetted $192 dollars 

from Africa mainly in profits from foreign companies' 

tax dodging and the cost of adapting to climate change. 

Land grabbing, discriminatory banking and 

intellectual property rights over seeds for GM crops are 

all contributing. Farmers have been fighting back. 

Others are fighting back against the British firm Rio 

Tinto in Madagascar. In the Niger Delta an oil company 

was beaten over gas flaring.

Reece Jones has looked into borders and climate 

change. There are barriers to keep migrants out ín 

Mexico, Bangladesh / Indía, Morocco and Hungary and 

Palestine.  Borders and barriers are used to limit the 

movement of the poor by creating pools of exploitable 

labour. They are also used to control the environment 

by creating pools of exploitable resources with rules of 

extraction that differ across territories. The wealthy 

move about at will while barriers displace people and 

affect the poor, animals, vegetation and create flooding. 

Thousands of olive trees have been cut down by Israel 

contributing to climate change.

People in the southern hemisphere such as the 

Maldives islands in the Indian ocean are likely to be 

most affected by climate change. Climate change is a 

big battle but in 2015 renewables became the world's 

largest source of energy with China in the lead.
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John Pendal

Wändi’s recent research has been 

into investigating how people's 

decisions about their finances, their 

health, and their environmental 

footprint vary as they age. This 

involves assessing variations in 

competence relating to judgement, 

decision making, risk perception 

and communication, together with 

behaviour change interventions as 

we age.

Her Research

Developing an understanding of 

this has become more important as 

the profile of the population 

changes, with the proportion of the 

population over 65 projected to 

double between 1971 (c.12%) and 

2031 (c.24%).

Wändi explained that her research 

was based around the assessment 

of cognitive ability (how well we 

retain information and speed of 

reasoning) ,  experience and 

motivation (that which engages 

both our cognitive ability and 

drawing on experience). Human 

beings achieve peak cognitive 

ability around the age of 20 and this 

s lowly decl ines  thereaf ter.  

H o we ve r  e x p e r i e n c e - b a s e d  

knowledge increases with age, the 

evidence for which is that our 

v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  

knowledge increases throughout 

most of our life

Trade Off

This means that when it comes to 

decision making there is a trade off. 

Experience means that often we 

don't need to learn or process so 

much information, since it often 

provides the optimal solution. 

Consequently the best balance is 

probably achieved in middle age 

and there is strong evidence that 

older people, despite numeracy 

declining with age, are better at 

making financial decisions due to 

greater experience.

Dwelling on Regrets

Motivation is another aspect of life 

that changes with age. Younger 

people tend to "maximise", putting 

more emphasis on achieving the 

best possible outcome over a wide 

range of objectives. Monetary 

incentives have been shown to be 

more important to younger people. 

Older people tend to be more 

content  with "sat is factory"  

outcomes, concentrate on personal 

interests that they have decided are 

important to them and look to 

simplify decision making. 

Consequently young people often 

end up dwelling on regrets about 

what they might have achieved, 

while older people tend to 

concentrate on what they can 

achieve and be content with 

positive satisfactory, rather than 

perfect, outcomes. The latter 

attitude has been shown to be 

better for our mental health.

Cutting Losses

Another aspect the differences 

between age groups relates to 

"sunk costs". This is where an 

individual has invested time, effort 

and resources in a project that is not 

working out. Younger people have 

much greater difficulty in accepting 

that they need to cut their losses and 

need to move on, while older 

people, based on experience, accept 

that you cannot always succeed and 

accept that they will need to try 

something else, rather than add to 

their losses. They have learnt that 

when you are stuck in a hole it is a 

good idea to stop digging.

Communicating

In summary Wändi suggested that 

in communicating with older 

people, businesses and government 

need to understand that the need to 

provide  dec is ion  a ids  that  

concentrate on the main options, in 

a positive way and take account of 

what will be familiar to the target 

audience, so that they can take full 

benefit from their life experiences.


