
SECULARIST
Leicester

Journal of the Le icester Secular Society
Autumn 2019 - no 82

Inside: George Orwell - Humanists in Leicester - John Sketchley - Medical Research  

the spiritual teachings of the Islamic 

religion,”

Public benefit?

N a t i o n a l  S e c u l a r  S o c i e t y  

spokesperson Megan Manson said: 

"Charities benefit from tax breaks and 

recognition that they serve the public 

benefit. The charitable status of any 

organisation which promotes material 

calling for the death of innocent people or 

pushes misogynistic and anti-LGBT 

attitudes should therefore clearly be 

questioned.

“Our research continues to find 

religious charities which not only do not 

serve a public benefit but do active harm. 

This means public money is funding 

damaging practices and attitudes. It is 

also over-burdening charity regulators 

and damaging public confidence in the 

charitable sector.

"The government could take a 

significant step towards tackling these 

problems by removing 'the advancement 

The Central Leicester Mosque has 

been reported to the Charity 

Commision by the National Secular 

Society. It was one of four Islamic 

charities promoting material  

suggesting that 'apostates' (ex- 

muslims) should be killed and that 

women should be subordinate to 

men. This material also included the 

acceptance marital rape and the 

view that homosexuality is not 

innate.

The Leicester Secular Society  

brought this matter to the attention 

of Councillor Mustafa Malik who is 

one of the trustees and an assistant 

mayor. Councillor Malik said he 

does not endorse the statements  and 

was not aware that they were on the 

website. 

The National Secular Society had 

previously reported this and other 

c h a r i t i e s  t o   t h e  C h a r i t y  

Commission. This followed research 

by the NSS which found links to 

extremist material on their websites.

Charitable Status

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  C h a r i t y  

Commission has said it will look into 

the charities in question. The Islamic 

Centre, Leicester, is a charity whose 

sole charitable purpose is to "promote 

Complaint

As a result, the statements 

about apostates and homosexuality 

have been removed, but there are 

still a number of comments about 

what is expected of women.

ISLAMIC CENTRE REMOVES OFFENSIVE MATERIAL
Central Mosque reported for death threats to apostates & for misogyiny

The Central Mosque on Conduit Street and Swain Street was built in 1988. It was 
first established in 1968 on Sutherland street by a group of Pakistani Sunni Muslims.

On September 14th a blue plaque 
was inaugurated by the Mayor of 
Hinckley, Cllr. Lynda Hodgkins, in 
honour of John Sketchley, the 
leader of the Hinckley Chartists. 

He became the first secretary of 
the Leicester Secular Society when 
it was re-established in 1867. Full 
detai ls  of  the l i fe  of  this  
remarkable individual can be 
found on page seven.

Plaque for former LSS secretary

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m

Continued from overleaf

Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



W H AT ’ S O N 

S e c u l a r H a l l
at the 

 

Sunday 29th September 6.30pm
Rod Duncan - Building Imaginary Worlds. How and why writers build 
imaginary worlds on the page.
Sunday 6th October  6.30pm 
George Lewis - Journey to Justice: Framing Stories of Social Justice in 
Leicester. The Journey to Justice exhibition will showcase stories of local 
social justice movements from and in Leicester. 
Sunday 13th October 6.30pm
Jessica Cooke and Andrew Reeves - Responsible travelling in the 
Americas, without wings: 6 months in the Americas, from Canada to 
Colombia without flying, crossing the Atlantic by Cargo ship.

Tuesday 15th October 7.30pm
Fundraising meal at Chef & Spice to fund scholarships at Uganda 
Humanist Schools. Tickets £15. For further information text 07777602881.

Sunday 20th October 6.30pm
Hamish Whiteley: Growing up with Grandma
Author Hamish Whiteley will discuss and read from his new book. 
Sunday 27th October 6.30pm
Keith Kahn-Harris Good Jew/Bad Jew, Good Minority/Bad Minority: How 
Antisemitism and Racism Became Selective
These days both racists and anti-racists are becoming increasingly selective 
in choosing the minorities they love and hate. 
Sunday 3rd November 6.30pm
Headstrong Meeting: Come along and discuss any topic of your choosing. 
Sunday 10th November 6.30pm
Christine Lindey - Art for All, British Socially Committed  Art from the 
1930s to the Cold War
An illustrated talk by Christine Lindey exploring British mid-20C art which 
kept alive socially committed and accessible art. 
Sunday 17th November 1st 3.00pm

Annual General Meeting: Reports from Society officers. Motions. Elections 
to the Board. (Members only)

Sunday 17th November 6.30pm 

Ash Pryce - How to be a Psychic Conman: Learn to bend metal with your 
mind, read the thoughts of others, perform psychic surgery.

Sunday 24th November  6.30pm
Ned Newitt - Leicester's Fight Against Racism: The development of the 
anti racist movement in Leicester during the 1960s & 1970s.

Sunday 1st December  6.30pm
Andrew Graves - Welcome to the Cheap Seats:  Silver Screen Portrayals 
of the British Working Class. An illustrated author talk about working class 
cinema.
Sunday 8th December  6.30pm
Annual Leicester Secular Society Human Rights lecture. Details to be 
announced

Sunday 15th December  6.30pm
Seasonal Celebration 
Details to be announced
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of religion' as a charitable purpose, so 

there is no assumption that organisations 

which promote religion are serving a 

public benefit.”

National Secular Society

Earlier this year the NSS published a 

major report, For The Public Benefit?, 

which made the case for removing 

'the advancement of religion' as a 

c h a r i t a b l e  p u r p o s e .  ' T h e  

advancement of religion' is one of 

thirteen purposes which can justify 

an organisation being granted 

charitable status under the Charities 

Act of 2011.

Other ‘charities’

In April the NSS raised concerns with 

the Charity Commission about three 

other Islamic charities which linked 

to extremist content. The commission 

said it would investigate the charities 

in response.

The website of Thamesdown Islamic 

Association, which runs Swindon 

Mosque  in  Wi l t sh i re ,  has  a  

downloadable book which promotes 

marital rape, wife beating and female 

subjugation.

Croydon Mosque and Islamic 

Centre ' s  webs i te  inc ludes  a  

downloadable pamphlet which 

promotes female subordination, 

including through the wearing of the 

burka.

The Slough Islamic Trust links to 

websites which promote anti-LGBT 

statements. The Islamic Centre 

Leicester and Thamesdown Islamic 

Association have charitable status 

solely on the basis that they promote 

the Islamic religion.

Assistant Mayor Cllr Mustafa Malik

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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No Playgrounds 
Is it satisfactory to educate children 

in converted backstreet factories 

with no playgrounds? It would 

seem that this is now acceptable in 

Leicester.

The role of the local authorities 

ought to be ensure that all children 

are taught in decent surroundings. 

Recent cases  in the Secularist show 

that the City Council has been 

unable to enforce decent standards 

on new fee paying religious 

schools. 

The Imam Muhammad Adam 

Institute School, (page 5) and the 

Leicester Community Islamic 

School on Overton Road have no 

playgrounds. 

The National Secular Society has 

long campaigned for all schools to 

be held to consistent standards, 

regardless of religion. However, 

private religious schools are 

exempt from having to follow the 

National Curriculum. Likewise,  

the quality of their premises can 

also be a far remove from those of 

publicly funded schools.

When planning 

applications were submitted the 

issues raised by planners were 

about parking not provision for the 

children. 

Planning laws were relaxed in 2014, 

to allow state funded free schools to 

convert warehouses, factories and 

other buildings onto schools. The 

consequence of the removal of so-

called red tape and bureaucracy 

now means that some children are 

not able to go outside at playtime. 

What is more amazing is that some 

Leicester parents are willing to pay 

for the privilege of having their 

c h i l d r e n  t a u g h t  i n  s u c h  

surroundings. Such is the power of 

religious stupidity. 
Ash Pryce, Secular Hall Sunday 17th November 6.30pm 
Learn to bend metal with your mind, read the thoughts of others, 
perform psychic surgery.

20,000 CHILDREN SENT TO FAITH 
SCHOOLS AGAINST PARENTAL 
PREFERENCES
More than 20,000 children were sent to faith schools in England against the 

preferences of their parents earlier this month, National Secular Society 

research has exclusively revealed.

An NSS analysis of government data, revealed by the Department for 

Education (DfE) in response to a freedom of information request, has found 

that:

Ÿ 12,311 pupils were assigned faith secondary schools despite their parents 

requesting non-faith schools as their first choice during the application 

process.

Ÿ 8,333 pupils were assigned faith primary schools despite their parents 

requesting non-faith schools as their first choice.

Ÿ More than 4,300 of these children were sent to faith schools which they 

had not included in any of their choices.

The number of children being sent to faith schools against parental 

preference has risen from just over 18,000 in 2017, and almost 19,500 in 2018.

Twenty-one per cent of those who put a non-faith secondary school as their 

first choice and missed out on it were assigned a faith school. The 

corresponding figure at primary level was 14%.

National Secular Society head of education Alastair Lichten said:

"These figures show that many children are having religion pushed upon them 

against their parents' wishes. They add to a growing weight of evidence showing that 

faith schools restrict choice for many parents, adding uncertainty and confusion to 

an already complex admissions system.

"The best response would be to stop building new faith schools and roll back existing 

religious control over state schools – particularly in areas where non-faith schooling 

is highly restricted. This would guarantee that all children got an education which 

enabled them to make up their own minds about religion.

"Short of that the government must act to ensure that every child has the right to a 

suitable secular school within a reasonable distance. As Britain grows increasingly 

religiously diverse and irreligious, politicians cannot assume people will accept their 

children being sent to schools which endorse religion."

Last year the NSS revealed that almost three in 10 families in England lived 

in areas where most or all of the local primary schools were faith-based, in its 

groundbreaking report The Choice Delusion.

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



340 pages from the Commission. 

Rory is shadow rapporteur for the 

Socialist group, who do not 

necessarily vote en bloc. As soon as 

he was appointed he received a flood 

of messages from many lobbyists 

representing water companies, 

national governments, consumer 

groups and trade unions among 

others. The aim is to arrive at a 

consensus which will be agreed by 

the Parliament, a process which may 

take several years. Then the national 

governments have a say and a strong 

vote in Parliament helps to avoid the 

directive being greatly modified. 

T h e  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e  i s  n o t  

adversarial and a process of give and 

take leads to good legislation, Rory 

thought.

The Parliament is in recess till after 

the election. Most MEPs have 

regretted the UK decision to leave 

the EU and are concerned that it may 

h a ve  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  

remaining members. They are also 

feeling frustrated that the process 

has not been resolved. There will be a 

new Par l iament  and a  new 

Commission so this would have 

been a natural turning point, but 

now the UK is virtually certain to be 

taking part in the election. Rory's 

opinion was that the present prime 

minister was possibly the worst ever 

as she did not appreciate the 

Rory Palmer has been a Labour 

member of the European Parliament 

since October 2017, when he 

replaced Glenys Willmott on her 

retirement. When the talk on 28th 

April was arranged he did not expect 

still to be an MEP since the United 

Kingdom was supposed to have left 

the European Union before then. 

Now he is a candidate for the 

election to be held on 23rd May and 

if elected will be an MEP for an 

unknown period of time. He started 

by explaining how the European 

Parliament works, which is not 

widely understood.

There are 75 MEPs from the UK, 

elected by a system of proportional 

representation on a regional basis. 

There are five MEPs for the East 

Midlands, one of whom is Labour. 

When Rory arrived at the Strasbourg 

chamber there was no induction 

procedure so he started by reading 

the rule book and exploring the 

building. (There are also chambers in 

Brussels and in Luxembourg, the 

latter never having been used.) Seats 

are arranged in a hemicycle, 

allocated to specific members, with 

an array of 28 flags in front 

representing member nations, many 

of which have fought each other in 

t h e  p a s t .  T h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  

transnational political groups, with 

some MEPs unattached. The 19 

Labour members belong to the  

Socialist and Democrat group.

Much of the work is done in 

committees which may number up 

to eighty members in proportion to 

the size of their group. They need 

interpreters for their work, whose 

professionalism is impressive.  Rory 

is a member of the environment 

committee and also that on 

employment. The environment 

committee is working on updating 

the directive on drinking water, 

considering a proposal occupying 

Reflections on the European Parliament

Anthony Matthew

European approach of trying to find a 

consensus and had alienated other 

European nations. She had also failed 

to bring the country together after a 

d i v i s i v e  r e f e r e n d u m .  I n  

conversations around the East 

Midlands he had found strong and 

opposed views, with a generational 

divide and a difference between cities 

and smaller communities. There is a 

question of whether we can sustain 

another referendum which will be a 

huge challenge to the system and he 

was not optimistic.

The talk was followed by a civilised 

discussion. Rory expected a general 

rightwards move in the new 

parliament, where a continuing 

British contingent will affect the 

balance. He agreed that citizen 

assemblies across the country could 

help to heal divisions and lead to 

more considered opinions. Polls in 

Europe have shown strong majorities 

for their countries remaining in the 

union, but nevertheless anti-EU 

parties may be elected. He was 

pleased that the UK had not joined 

the euro, which although that might 

have made economic sense it also has 

political effects, as shown by the fate 

of Greece. A question about the 

gender balance of the parliament was 

answered by one of the audience – 

37% female. Ethnic minorities are 

under-represented but  many 

members are quite young, as Rory is 

too. The Labour manifesto for the 

European election was about to be 

decided with the crucial question of 

whether another popular vote on any 

agreement reached in the UK 

parliament would be required. Rory 

was in favour but recognised 

difficulties in how that might be 

framed as it would need a credible 

option for leaving, which does not so 

far exist. The result will also need to 

be generally accepted and not to be a 

source of further division. 

4 Leicester Secularist 

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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Ofsted inspectors have ordered an 

Islamic school in Leicester to stop 

breaking the law by segregating 

pupils by sex. In June, the Imam 

Muhammad Adam Institute School, 

was rated as 'inadequate' by Ofsted 

inspectors.

The inspectors’ report outlined a 

series of measures the independent 

school needed to undertake and 

observed that pupils:

“.... are taught at separate sites and do 

not have the opportunity to mix....and 

that the fact that such segregation is 

contrary to the Equality Act of 2010.” 

The school was ordered to end its 

s t r i c t  s e g r e g a t i o n  p o l i c y  

immediately and to improve pupil 

safety rapidly. 

former Debutante Knitwear factory 

at  97 Bridge Road. 

No playgrounds

Neither school has a playground, let 

alone any playing fields. Yet in 2014, 

the City Council gave planning 

approval to convert the Bridge Road 

premises for educational use..

The head teacher and proprietor is 

32 year old Shaykh Moulana 

The school has 346 

pupils on two sites: one in a former 

1980s warehouse at the rear of 372 

East Park Road and another in the 

organisation and control of the 

school. The financial statements to 

the Charity Commission do not say 

how much he is paid.

Memorising the Koran

T h e  i n s p e c t o r s  s a i d  p u p i l s '  

opportunities to widen their learning 

beyond the classroom and develop 

their understanding of cultural 

differences were also impeded by 

"limited extra-curricular activities" and 

"insufficient off-site visits". 

They noted that in the Islamic 

lessons, teachers ask questions to 

check the pupils’ understanding of 

the Koran and to check that their 

pronunciation is correct. Teachers 

also assess pupils’ ability to 

memorise sections of the Koran.

Safety failings

Inspectors also highlighted safety 

failings at the school, including 

"unacceptable" conditions in the 

science room on the primary and 

secondary  g i r l s '  school  and 

inappropriate fire exits. 

They also said checks on the 

suitability of new staff to work with 

pupils were "not in line with national 

guidance". The school was also 

criticised for having more pupils 

than it was registered for.

Ofsted tells local school told to stop breaking law by segregating boys and girls

RELIGIOUS FACTORIES OR SCHOOLS?

Faheem Ibn Ismail (or Fahim Ismail 

Sader) who gives his occupation as 

an Imam. He says: "Our purpose is to 

ensure the success of your child’s future 

through the promoting of Islamic morals 

and manners and the implementation of 

the teachings of the Glorious Qur’an and 

the Noble Sunnah.”

Registered Charity

Mr Sader is also chair of trustees of 

the Imam Muhammad Adam 

Foundation which runs and finances 

the school. It is a registered charity 

whose objectives are to: 

“advance education for the benefit of the 

poor, the underprivileged and the 

general public.To relieve financial 

hardship, distress and suffering among 

poor people, widows, orphans, refugees, 

victims of natural disasters and other 

people in need. To advance the religion of 

Islam.” 

The charity has an income in excess 

of £500,000, yet, acccording to the 

Offsted report, there were no 

children at the school  receiving free 

school meals or with special needs. 

The school fees are £1,800 per 

annum.

The school has 25 employees and Mr 

Sader takes all the key decisions of 

the trust and is responsible for the 

overall governance, the internal 

Left: the premises of the Imam Muhammad Adam Institute School on East Park Road next to the former Evington 
Cinema. The school is situated in a warehouse at the rear. Right: the Bridge Road premises in a former factory. Neither 
schools have a playground. (Images from Google)

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



JOHN SKETCHLEY: CHARTIST, REPUBLICAN, 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

Just opposite Hinckley Museum is 

Baines Lane, where the John 

Sketchley lived in the 1860s. It was 

here the a plaque was placed on the 

wall of the old Atkins factory in his 

memory. Sketchley lived until he 

was 90 years old and during his long 

life achieved national repute as an 

early advocate of socialism. For a 

short time, he was secretary of the 

Leicester Secular Society.

Sketchley was born in Hinckley in 

1823 and he followed his father into 

the stocking trade. The family were 

Catholics and the local priest told his 

congregation not to attend Chartist 

meetings, John ignored him and 

became an active Chartist. At the age 

of 17, he became secretary of the 

South Leicestershire Chartist 

Association and held the post for ten 

years. T

 1848, 

when 

Chartist insurrection. 

In 1847 he became attached to the 

S o c i a l i s t  a n d  F r e e t h o u g h t  

movement started by Robert Owen 

and was a subscriber to George 

Julian Harney’s Red Republican 

which was on the left of the Chartist 

movement. (Sketchley’s first child 

born in 1851 to his second wife Lucy, 

was called Julian). He helped to 

organise relief for the refugees of 

I848, studied the writings of 

Mazzini, and in 185I was associated 

with the republican engraver and 

journalist W. J. Linton. At this time he 

organised a republican group in the 

Hinckley area.

John remained a Catholic and said 

that he only left the church when : "I 

was thoroughly convinced that its 

claims were incompatible with human 

liberty and human dignity.” He was 

eventually excommunicated  in 1859 

Chartist Leader

wo unsuccessful attempts 

were made to arrest him in

the authorities feared a 

A Secularist

for writing a 26 page pamphlet 

entitled Popery: Its Supporters and 

Opponents. This had been published 

by the Secularist G.J. Holyoake in 

1856. He later claimed that this led to 

him being thrown out of his home.

During the 1850s, John actively 

opposed the system of frame rents 

and in 1855, he gave evidence to the 

Select Committee on the Stoppages 

of Wages. At that time he had been 

working as a framework knitter for 

19 years and testified that ‘.....every 

workman when he takes a 

frame  that he shall have stopped from his 

earnings so much a week for rent’. He 

explained that in times of good trade 

there had been no objection to the 1s. 

frame rent, however, ‘As wages have 

got lower we have found that rents have 

remained the same as they were when 

wages were higher, and consequently 

they bear more heavily on the 

workmen...’ 

In 1859, Sketchley wrote a letter to 

The Midland Express on behalf of his 

fellow framework knitters accusing 

one employer of being a ‘truck-

master.’ This employer then sued the 

owner of the paper for defamation of 

character. Sketchley told the court:

I have been framework knitter till about 

the last 18 months.... The wide frame was 

introduced in our district 6 or 7 years 

ago. Taking the average, persons can 

earn at the narrow frame 5s. or 6s. a 

week. If man earned 8s. a week, the 

Framework knitters’ champion

knows that 

deductions far frame hire, seaming, 

candles, needles, would 2s. By working 

15 or 16 hours 1 have earned at the 

narrow frame net wages 8s. or 9s.— 

(Cross-examined-) I am now an agent 

for an insurance,.... During the strike, I 

was the paid secretary. I attended the 

meetings of the committee, and was paid 

3d. week (laughter). 

The judge described Sketchley's letter 

as a "well written and temperate 

statement of facts," however the 

newspaper lost the case and was left 

to pay  £650 costs. At that moment, 

Sketchley's 37 year old wife Lucy 

died in agony from stomach cramps. 

Her death was described as 

suspicious and Sketchley came under 

scrutiny. It was even suggested that 

the cause of her death was from the 

poison he used to kill bed bugs. 

Although Sketchley admitted in 

evidence that Lucy frequently was 

jealous of him for being seen in the 

company of young women, the jury 

were unconvinced that there had 

been any foul play. Whilst the cause 

of her death was not explained, Lucy 

had a history of illness.  It is possible 

that the whole affair was orchestrated 

to blacken Sketchley’s character 

during the libel action. 

Move to Leicester

Until the mid 1860s, Sketchley 

worked as an agent for the National 

Trades and Mutual Association in 

Hinckley, he was also a news-agent 

and tea dealer and seemed to have 

recurrent financial difficulties. A year 

after Lucy's death, he married 23 year 

old Mary Ann Osborne who was 

probably illiterate since she unable to 

sign the marriage certificate. In 1867, 

Sketchley moved to Leicester where 

he became a bookseller and stationer, 

living at 37 Willow Bridge St. In 

September 1867, he was elected 

The death of Lucy Sketchley
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1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



secretary of the re-established 

Leicester Secular Society. There is 

very little recorded about Leicester 

Secularism at this time, but one can 

only assume that he was well 

respected by the  local Secularists.  

His time as secretary was very short-

lived. In October 1867, he became a 

bankrupt and was imprisoned for 

debt. A subsequent article in the 

Labour Leader suggest that his 

financial difficulties arose from 

organising a series of lectures by the 

renown secularist Harriet Law. He 

later wrote: 

When, in 1867-8, I was engaged in the 

greatest struggle in which I was ever in, 

and which cost me about £200, as well as 

the loss of a good business..... The only 

help I received was from the Secular 

Society of Leicester, and from an old 

friend, Sir Henry Halford, of Whistow 

Hall. 

A Republican, then a Socialist

He was not released from prison 

until January 1869 and then moved 

to Birmingham where he played an 

active part in the Birmingham 

Republican movement. He then 

became the chief contributor to the 

International Herald whose editor 

wrote that Sketchley had probably 

exceeded all other Englishmen in his 

explanations of true Republicanism. 

In 1878, Sketchley founded the 

M i d l a n d  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  

Federation, the first Socialist 

organisation of the late C19th. In 

1879, he published a pamphlet called 

The Principles of Social Democracy, in 

which he  wrote:

The grand principle of social democracy 

is the brotherhood of the human race. All 

p r i v i l e g e s  a r i s i n g  f ro m  c l a s s  

distinctions, so called titles of honour 

and dignity, must be abolished. All that 

tends to create envy, hatred, or prejudice 

between peoples must be removed, and be 

replaced by whatever is best calculated to 

promote peace and concord.

Standing armies ,  which  are  

everywhere a danger to liberty and a 

terrible burden on industry; which 

are emanation of barbarism, and are 

maintained only in the interest of 

despotism, must be swept away, to be 

replaced by a citizen force for the 

purposes of defence.

In 1883, he was 

one of  the founders  of  a  

Birmingham branch of the newly-

formed Democratic Federation. 

(This later became the Social 

Democratic Federation and he 

was still lecturing for it in 1901.)  

He returned to Leicester to lecture 

E. P. Thompson credits Sketchley  

with introducing continental 

socialist ideas to many future 

British socialists. 

to the Secular Society on several 

occasions. 

From the 1880s, Sketchley became a 

prolific pamphleteer. In Land, 

Common Property (1881), he gives a 

history of the arguments for the 

nationalisation of land, an analysis of 

the unequal  ownership of land and 

concludes that there are enough 

resources for everybody. His 

pamphlets include: The Funding 

System, or how the People are plundered 

by the Bond-holding Classes, (1882) The 

Irish Question, (c1886), Shall The People 

Govern Themselves? (1890), The 

Workman's Question: Why He is Poor. 

( 1 8 9 0 ,  H u l l )  T h e  C r i m e s  o f  

Governments (1902). 

William Morris

In 1884, William Morris wrote a 

preface for his A Review of European 

Society and Sketchley was a frequent 

contributor to Morris’ paper  

Commonweal. In one article he 

criticised the Reform Bill of 1884 as 

being ineffective since it fell short of 

providing universal suffrage for both 

men and women. 

In 1886, Commonweal published five 

articles by Sketchley on Church 

revenue and funding. For many 

years, radicals had wanted to break 

the links which bound Church and 

State in an unholy alliance. Sketchley 

argued that since the Church traced 

its tenure to Crown or state grants the 

public should rise up and take over 

the property that was rightfully 

theirs. He was also  scathing about 

the British Empire:

If we look at the Government of India, it is 

one of the purest despotisms ; and when 

Englishmen condemn the government of 

Russia in Poland, they ought to 

remember that the government of 

England in India is not in the least 

better.......Yes, wherever the British flag is 

carried, to whatever part of the world, 

A Pamphleteer
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1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



David Bell’s new book Reds, Rebels 

and Radicals is a much extended 

version of the talk he gave at the 

Hall not so long ago.

The men and women featured in his 

book are an eclectic bunch. There is  

a mutineer; a couple of suffragettes,  

a man who led an armed rebellion; 

an early Quaker who incurred the 

w r a t h  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  

Massachusetts; a volunteer with the 

International Brigades in the 

Spanish Civil War; a woman who 

fought for the abolition of slavery; 

t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  N e w a r k ’s  

first newspaper, sent to prison for 

selling a Tom Paine pamphlet; an 

a c t i v i s t  o f  t h e  W i n d r u s h  

Generation; the Beast of Bolsover 

and many others. 

They all had the courage and 

confidence to take on the power of 

the establishment. They are all 

heroes worth celebrating, women 

and men whose example can teach 

us about the importance of being 

willing to stand up and fight against 

cruelty, against unfairness, against 

bigotry. They show us what it 

means to be a rebel and a 

radical.

New Books by Society Members
Ten of the stories from Hamish 

Whiteley’s very entertaining book 

have already been featured on BBC 

Radio 4. 

More will 

be heard at the Secular Hall a6 

6.30pm, 20th October when 

Hamish will give a reading.  

This collection includes 

another fourteen and is available as 

a book for the first time. 

The stories are all about childhood. 

They are for adults who remember 

what it was like and for children 

who are still trying to understand.

The backdrop is Huddersfield in 

1959, where a nine year old finds 

the world to be a confusing and 

perplexing place, especially for one 

who is trying so hard to be good. 

But what does that mean? How 

does one learn to be good, 

especially when there seem to be so 

many ways of not being good. 

Grandma has her own ideas on the 

subject, but so does his friend 

Boothie. 

Perhaps it would be easier if 

kippers, bagpipes, turkeys and a 

bed of nails didn't get in the way. 

And falling in love with Penelope 

doesn't seem to help. 

there our only aim, our only object, is the 

enslavement of the people for the sake of 

plunder. 

Always short of money

Sketchley was always dogged by 

financial problems. Frederick Engels 

made the disparaging comment that 

“Sketchley who, as a former Chartist, 

presumably considers himself entitled to 

a pension.” In the 1881 census he is 

listed as a commission agent - being 

paid a percentage of the sales he was 

able to generate.

Around 1890, Sketchley now in his 

sixties left his wife third wife Mary 

and moved to Hull with  25 year 

Emily. (She is listed as Emily 

Sketchley in the census) 

Old Age

In 1900,  the John Sketchley 

Testimonial Fund Committee 

published a pamphlet to raise money 

for him. The appeal noted that 

‘during the last few years Mr. Sketchley 

has  sus ta ined  s evera l  s e r i ous  

misfortunes and is anxious to re-

establish himself’. In 1905, another 

appeal for help noted that he was 'in 

very reduced circumstances..... He has 

vainly struggled to earn a livelihood in 

Birmingham as a reform newsagent and 

bookseller, but his great age and want of 

capital have precluded him from making 

a success of it. 

In 1906, Sketchley moved back to  

Leicester, living at 46 Outram Street 

from where he continued to sell his 

books and pamphlets. He wrote a 

series of articles for the Midlands Free 

Press in 1907 dealing with the 'land 

robbers' of the country. In 1908, he 

reprinted one article "Tithes and the 

Pious Ancestor Theory" which sold for 

one penny.

Sketchley had 15 children, seven of 

whom had died by 1911. In 1913,  

Sketchley died in the Billesdon 

Workhouse aged 90. His death went 

unnoticed, even by the  S.D.F.'s 

paper "Justice." 
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1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m

Continued from overleaf

Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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Scalford C of E Primary 

School Visit
Gillian Lighton and Bobba welcomed 

some thirty eight to eleven year old 

primary school pupils from a village 

school near Melton Mowbray on 

Thursday, 13 June.  They wanted to 

know about  Humanism and,  

particularly, to contrast that with 

Christian practice.  

Lilybelle wrote, “It is different to 

Christianity.”  Rosie wrote, “I didn't 

know what Humanism ment, now I do.”  

Frazer wrote, “I had a good time and 

learnt that you belivie in the golden rule.”  

Louie expanded, “I learnt that you 

followed the golden rule rather than god.”

Gillian had some power point 

thoughts to open up discussion and 

Bobba prepared some work sheets 

including a Word Search in which he 

forgot to include Voltaire by name.  

Gillian was asked where the Vulture 

was.  

The inside access to the Ball Room led 

to a spontaneous outbreak of 

movement almost reputable enough 

for times gone at the not far away 

Palais.

We look forward to welcoming more 

pupils and students for visits about 

reflective convictions for the twenty-

first century.

SECULAR HALL

COLOURING BOOK
For use during school visits to the Hall

Increasing Our Support for Uganda 
Humanist Schools Trust

Fundraiser for a Scholarship for a Boy 
and a Girl at one of three Uganda 
Humanist Schools: Tuesday, 15 
October 7.30 pm 

Meal and Entertainment at Chef & 
Spice 1 Andrewes Street. Hinckley 
Road, Leicester LE3 5PG (bottom of 
Hinckley Road) £15 per person, of 
which £9 will go towards our appeal. 

Enjoy a lovely buffet meal, share with 
friends, help sponsor a young 
person’s education in a humanist 
school. 

You can buy tickets on Sunday 
evenings at the Secular Hall with cash, 
by cheque to Leicester Secular 
Society or pay direct into the 
Leicester Secular Society account. 
Further information: Bobba Cass by 
text on 07777602881 or email:

robert.bennett@btinternet.com

Currently, the Secular Society pays for 
a single full boarding scholarship at 
one of the trust’s secondary schools. 
We aim to support both a young man 
and a young woman at one of these 
schools with a strong emphasis on 
science education and responsible 
community action.  

The young people may be orphaned 
or from families that cannot afford to 
pay secondary school fees, but they 
have done well in their primary 
school and deserve an opportunity to 
advance their education.  

Seventy diners on the evening will 
enable a secondary school education 
for two young Ugandans.  There will 
be entertainment as well as food. 

SECULAR SOCIETY
DINNER AT THE 
CHEF & SPICE

Aaron is aged 13 and is sponsored by 

the Leicester Secular Society. He 

comes from the town of Jinja, about 

80 kilometres from the school.  He 

got a Grade 1 in his Primary Leaving 

Certificate with an aggregate mark 

of 12. His father now works in a 

factory while his mother is a peasant 

farmer. He is the 1st born in a family 

of 6 and has 2 brothers and 3 sisters.  

Aaron is class captain and is in the 

football team. He likes sciences 

subjects best and aspires to be a 

medical doctor.

July 2019: Aaron is 15 now. His 

additional subjects for O level 

examinations are Luganda (the local 

language) computer science and 

commerce. He is head monitor and 

vice chairperson of the Humanist 

club. He is also in the debating club 

and plays football. On Sundays he 

likes watching movies, reading 

novels revising his lessons. His 

favourite subject is chemistry and 

enjoys science practical work. 

He is impressed with the new school 

hall, thinks the teachers friendly and 

respects the school Director who 

encourages them in football  

tournaments. He would like the 

school to have a bigger computer lab 

and more Science equipment. 

Aaron at the Mustard Seed Humanist 
Secondary School, Uganda

Bobba Cass

Sponsored by L.S.S.

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



Humanists UK Convention
Anthony Matthew

Humanists UK held their annual 

Convention in Leicester this year on 

21st to 23rd June at Athena, not far 

from the Secular Hall. As well as social 

events, stand-up comedy on Friday 

evening and the gala dinner on 

Saturday, there was an impressive 

array of speakers. They were not 

specifically humanist in that they 

would be of interest to any intelligent 

person, but that raised the question 

what it was to be a humanist. More 

that one speaker said that people who 

did not identify themselves as 

humanist found that they would not 

reject that term when the principles of 

tolerance and reliance on reason were 

explained to them. The concepts of 

secularism, denying religions any 

prerogatives in civil affairs, and 

atheism, denying the existence of any 

supernatural beings or an afterlife, 

also adopted by Humanists UK, are 

more contentious.

The first talk by John Curtice, the 

expert on political polling from 

Strathclyde University, was on the 

division that has been caused by 

B r e x i t .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  

characteristics correlating with the 

division such as age and education 

and plotted how opinion had changed 

over time, which is not very much. 

There has been a small lead of 

remainers over leavers since the 

referendum but that arises from the 

preference among those who did not 

vote at the time and who therefore 

might not vote again if there were 

another referendum. Furthermore the 

most popular policies are either to 

leave with no deal or to revoke our 

departure, with compromises having 

little support.

Trojans

Still, political divisions have been 

worse in the past. Natalie Haynes 

talked about her recent book A 

Thousand Ships, presenting the Trojan 

War from a woman's point of view. 

Not only did the Trojan women have 

their husbands, brothers, sons and 

fathers slaughtered, they themselves 

were sent to be slaves and concubines 

in a foreign land.  Natalie strongly 

advocated reading the classics, 

starting perhaps with Emily Wilson's 

translation of the Odyssey. Then to 

bring us back to the present there was 

a distinguished panel discussing how 

to an end segregation and intolerance 

in schools. That included Andrew 

Moffatt who has been besieged in his 

Birmingham school where his “No 

Outsiders” programme, introducing 

the pupils to the idea of LGBT families, 

has been  resisted by some mostly 

Muslim parents.

Home Office misconception

Joan Bakewell received a particularly 

warm reception for her conversation 

with Andrew Copson, Humanist UK's 

CEO, about her role as co-chair of the 

all party parliamentary group on 

humanism and her work in the House 

of Lords. Not only do the bishops have 

a contingent of 26, who tend to turn up 

in force when there is an issue such as 

assisted dying, they also benefit from 

the convention that they have priority 

in speaking over every other member 

of the house. As for the work of 

Humanists UK themselves, members 

of the staff described two activities. 

They have been developing free 

online courses, one of which describes 

the lives of some humanists. The other 

activity was the work supporting 

asylum seekers fearing persecution 

for their lack of religious belief. A 

notorious recent case was Hamza bin 

Walayat from Pakistan who did not 

identify as a Muslim but rather as a 

humanist. To prove that he was asked 

to identify some classical humanist 

philosophers, which he failed to do 

and his application for asylum was 

refused. Fortunately he could make a 

second application and is now 

accepted as a refugee. Hamza himself 

spoke and is now an active humanist 

in Manchester. The Home Office 

interviewer seemed to make the 

incorrect assumption that humanism 

is like a religion, where one would 

expect (though perhaps wrongly) any 

follower to have some knowledge of its 

major figures. Humanists UK have 

offered the Home Office a training 

course for interviewers.

Margaret Knight

The finale was a talk by Professor Alice 

Roberts, President of Humanists UK 

and biologist with a presence on 

television, about two talks given by 

Margaret Knight on the Home Service 

in 1955 entitled Morals without Religion. 

There was little immediate reaction to 

the first talk until it was picked up by 

the press which released a flood of 

indignation at the idea. It was argued 

that religious education in schools was 

necessary for children to be brought up 

with reasonable standards of morality. 

A particular point was that a childless 

woman had no authority to say 

anything on the upbringing of 

children. In those days before social 

media, reaction was expressed through 

letters, to the BBC and to Margaret 

Knight personally as well as to the 

press, thousands in total. Although 

around 60% were hostile,  the 

remaining 40% were supportive. 

Professor Roberts read a transcript of 

the talks and said that the furore in 

1955 had been echoed by her own 

experience on being appointed 

President. She is not childless and in an 

interview with the Sunday Times she 

had mentioned that her children 

attended a faith school, even though 

she objected to them on principle, 

because there was no local alternative. 

That was presented as hypocritical and 

released a storm on Twitter. In 1955 the 

cry had been that without religion in 

schools we would be overrun by 

communism. Now Peter Hitchens 

raised the similar alarm that we would 

be overrun by Islam.

Several members of Leicester Secular 

Society attended the convention and 

the society and the hall were 

mentioned by Andrew Copson in his 

welcome address. A number of 

attendees were asked whether they 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f
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1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY



Pete Stone

A year ago in May the in rest of the 

UK people had been praying for fine 

weather for their Bank holidays, but 

in the Republic of Ireland for months 

faith leaders had been directing 

prayers and consciences otherwise. 

Yet on Saturday the 26th the results 

came in from the Irish Referendum 

on the reform of the constitution, 

repealing the eighth ammendment 

to permit the legal termination of 

pregnancy on grounds other than 

life threatening complications.

Since the campaign for reform and 

the decision to hold a referendum 

was announced in the Republic, 

priests had used their pulpits and 

any public platform to lambast and 

coerce Catholics to obey the 

patriarchal dogma of the Church of 

Rome, furthermore they called to 

summon the Irish diaspora with a 

legal right to participate from other 

parts of the world to return just to 

cast their vote to retain the status 

quo. Despite everything, the one 

country that the Vatican felt it could 

rely on to conform broke the yoke of 

conservative oppression and voted 

overwhelmingly, two to one in 

favour of reform. 

Reliably, the media found groups of 

female  campaigners  s inging 

laughing hugging and dancing in 

celebration as a backdrop to the 

broadcast news report, but the 

celebration was about having the 

freedom to make the choice, and the 

strength to change the constitution; 

nobody cheers and celebrates an 

abortion.

Even having won the referendum 

and changed the law, the celebration 

may still be premature; what has 

been won is the right to have 

aggressive coercive bigots picketing 

access to clinics where abortions may 

take place, the people may have 

spoken, but bigots only accept 

democracy if they win. Secondly, as 

most hospitals in the Republic are 

maintained or controlled by the 

Catholic Church those hospital 

boards may be unlikely to be in any 

hurry to extend their budget to build 

clinics even if the demand is there 

and the  legal  r ight  to  safe  

termination has been secured. 

An ironic paradox is that a situation 

has now occurred where Northern 

Ireland, a province which in most 

respects vehemently opposes being 

separated from or treated differently 

to the British mainland, is now the 

one place in the United Kingdom 

where termination of a pregnancy is 

still illegal. The Republic may have 

changed the constitution, but over 

the border in Northern Ireland foetal 

abnormality or even pregnancy as a 

result of incest or rape are still not 

considered grounds for termination; 

making this the one place in the UK 

where the laws are more restrictive 

than anywhere else in Europe and 

much of the rest of the world.

I congratulate the people of the 

Republic on having found the 

strength and determination to grasp 

their freedom from religious self-

interest, and that is all I can say, as I 

am a man. I firmly believe that this is 

one this matter on which I have no 

right to express an opinion. My 

ethical role is to support all women 

in having the right to make a free 

cho ice  wi thout  pressure  or  

compulsion, and to give my 

unconditional support whatever 

that choice may be; it is a woman's 

right to choose.

Nothing to Celebrate

The Secular Society had a stall, 
at both the 

Riverside Festival and Leicester Pride.  
Valuable contacts were made and the 
Society’s message on faith schools 
was well received. (see one of the 
posters on display below)

organised by Mike Burden, 

On September 15th the Hall was open 
as part of Heritage Open Day, 
organised by Gillian Lighton. She 
reports that:

We had about 80 visitors which is a 
respectable number - a lot of positive 
feedback - and quite a few came to the 
talk in the evening.

Recent Secular 
Society Activity

would like to visit the hall and they all 

found that interesting, indeed 

impress ive .  Never the less ,  an  

opportunity for a closer connection 

between the society and Humanists 

UK seemed to have been missed.

continued from overleaf
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1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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Political Zionism is the answer to 

Antisemitism for those who follow 

Theodore Herzl a Jewish journalist 

in Vienna whose “bible” written in 

the 1880's decided that assimilation 

of Jews was impossible and that a 

state for all Jews was needed.

 America has moved its embassy to 

J e r u s a l e m  f o l l o w i n g  a n  

announcement by Donald Trump in 

July 2017. This has endorsed Israel's 

claim to Jerusalem as its capital. Tel 

Aviv is the existing capital. 

Jerusalem is a centuries old hub of 

the Palestinian economy a political, 

economic, social and religious 

centre. The Palestinian anticipation 

for Jerusalem as a capital for a future 

state has been damaged. The 

Zionists are also continuingly 

i s su ing  ev ic t ion  not i ces  to  

Palestinians trying to drive them 

out.

In mid -July 2018 Israel's politicians 

passed a new “nation-state” law. It 

makes 3 major changes:

1. It states “the right to self-

determination” in Israel is unique to 

the Jewish people. The Law of 

Return allows any Jew to live in 

Israel. In the past Israel has 

appealed to Jews from around the 

world to go there.  

This is a further step towards a state 

for only Jews. At present 20% of 

people living in Israel are non -Jews 

Muslim and Christian Palestinians. 

They have voting rights in Israeli 

national elections, access to Israeli 

passports and public services. 

Discriminated by 17 Israeli laws a 

Human Rights group describe 

Palestinians disadvantaged in land 

rights, housing and education. The 

new law will increase difficulty in 

fighting this.

Palestinians living in the West Bank 

are stateless their lives controlled by 

occupying Israelis. Seven million 

Palestinians live in poor conditions 

in refugee camps in Lebanon, Syria 

and Jordan.  Stateless under 

International law they have a right 

to return.

2. “Hebrew is the language of the 

state” while the Arabic language has 

a special status in the state.

Palestinians fear this loss of their 

language after 70 years will lead to a 

loss of their identities and histories. 

Hebrew is badly taught in schools 

and economic loss will follow... 

Road signs will continue to be in 

Hebrew and Arabic because of the 

special status.

3. It establishes “Jewish settlement 

as a national value” and mandates 

that the state “will labour to 

encourage  and promote  i t s  

establishment and development”.

There are 547,000 settlers in Jewish 

only villages or towns in the West 

Bank and East Jerusalem. Khan al 

Ahmar being the latest with 47 more 

planned. Palestinians are forced out 

their houses which are often 

demolished. Settlements are out of 

bounds to them.    

Laws making funding claims for 

human rights groups difficult and 

criticism of the occupation and the 

military in schools by groups have 

also been passed.

Freedom of speech and expression 

about Israel is also being restricted 

in this country.

In July 2019 a cycle ride to raise 

money for children in Gaza, the 

most overcrowded strip in the 

world, was banned from ending and 

holding a rally in a park by Tower 

Hamlets council .  The riders 

disagreed with the declaration 

drawn up by the International 

Holocaust Alliance in 2015.          

It includes “Denying the Jewish 

p e o p l e  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s e l f -

POLITICAL ZIONISM

determination” for example by 

claiming that the existence of a State 

of Israel is a racist endeavour.  

This is open to interpretation but can 

be read a that any criticism of Israel is 

forbidden. Some British Zionists say 

it is acceptable to criticize the Israeli 

government but not to question the 

existence of the Israeli state but left 

and right governments have 

supported the occupation of West 

bank and Gaza which seems 

inevitable if Zionist expansion is 

accepted.  Palest inians under 

occupation face considerable 

military force in their daily lives with 

3,227 deaths by Israelis reported 

since 2009 by B'Teselem an Israeli 

Human Rights organisation.

Israel operates an apartheid regime 

and is ethnically cleansing the area 

using its military might. Its 

supporters say opponents want to 

drive it into the sea. Yet it is the 6th 

military power in the world and a 

country the size of Wales.

Palestine Solidarity Campaign is 

appea l ing  aga ins t  a  Br i t i sh  

government decision, to overturn the 

ruling allowing people to decide 

where to invest their pension funds, 

in support of the Boycott Divestment 

and Sanctions Campaign..

Chris Goodwin

Theodor Herzl is considered the 
founder of the Zionist movement. In 
his 1896 book Der Judenstaat, he 
envisioned the founding of a future 
independent Jewish state during the 
20th century. (Wikepedia)
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1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald
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That time of year 
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suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m
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Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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and council tax reduction are 

potential ways to tackle city dwellers 

health problems. 

Other incentives include: a points 

app to reward cyclists, encouraging 

the use of and  better 

Diabetes education. 

Improving drug use by 

reducing overprescribing and 

overuse of antibiotics would have 

important financial and public health 

benefits. 

Personal medical research according 

to individual genetic make-up is 

ideal. People can join mailing lists to 

influence decision making, take part 

in research which examines biases 

and plan  hea l th  behaviours  

accordingly. 

park gyms 

Health day 

events held throughout the city 

encourage the public to be better 

informed and empowered to better 

health. 

Patient participation

Our speaker Rebecca Pritchard 

h o l d s  p u b l i c  a n d  p a t i e n t  

involvement meetings to discuss 

future medical research planning. 

The research leaders and us, the 

public, both gain much from these 

meetings.

Rebecca has a PhD in Anti-

intellectualism for which she studied 

CP Snow's (CBE) work. He worked 

to get better recognition for sciences 

w h e n  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  we r e  

considered of greater importance. 

Rebecca is social science, mental 

health and policy trained. She has 

also been trained in the governance 

and ethics of human medical 

research in 2010 and in public 

involvement. 

Viagra

Medical research in Leicester's NHS 

concerns cures, teaching and 

researching. Research is more than 

just drug test trials on 'guinea pigs'. 

Also, sometimes while researching 

for one cure another problem can be 

cured. Viagra was an accidental 

discovery!

Blood that is less sticky is found to 

spread less cancer. Heart, Lung and 

lifestyle science is studied to help us 

do what we can to improve our 

health. Researchers go out and talk 

to people suffering illnesses. 

Spontaneous, Coronary Artery 

Dissection is a sometimes fatal 

condition, with 80% of cases 

affecting young healthy women. 

When it occurs, women don't have 

chest pain (as men do) but have 

gullet pain instead. 320 people 

demanded more research into why 

fit, healthy people suddenly develop 

SCAD . 

Leicester diabetes centre is at the 

Leicester General Hospital. There is 

Diabetes

a clinical research facility of the 

university Leicester and the NHS at 

the Leicester Royal Infirmary. 

Research is funded by taxes and 

charities, so it has to be accountable 

in all it does. 

The National Institute for Health 

Research at Leicester Diabetes 

Centre has found that type 2 diabetes 

is preventable. 90% Diabetics are 

Type 2 where diet, lifestyle, exercise 

and drugs can prevent or cure it. 10% 

are Type 1 Diabetics where no 

Insulin is produced and therefore 

needed. Type 2 Diabetics may need 

to go on to Insulin later. 

10% of the NHS budget is spent on 

diabetes! 50% on obesity related 

illnesses due to lack of physical 

activity, poor diet and sedentary 

behaviour. Standing more improves 

Insulin production and prolongs life. 

Obesity is only slightly higher in 

working class people. 40% is due to 

socio-economic factors and physical 

environment, 10% due to health 

behaviour  and  20% due  to  

healthcare. An equal society means 

better health and a less obesogenic 

environment. Whilst high streets 

packed with fast food outlets, 

wealthier people have lots more 

choices for leisure activities. 

The Susan Michie’s  'Behaviour 

C h a n g e  W h e e l '  s h o w s  t h a t  

e n v i r o n m e n t / p l a n n i n g ,  

communication, legislation and 

fiscal aspects need to be used to 

address the problem. 

L e a f l e t s ,  b i k e / wa l k  r o u t e s ,  

restricting car access in the city, 

congestion charges, banning cars, 

restricting permits to emergencies, 

disabled and deliveries, free bikes 

Preventable

Obesity

Preventing bad health

Rebecca Pritchard

Patient and Public Involvement 
(PPI) Manager,

 plays a “crucial 
role” in helping the Leicester public 
understand medical research. She is 
a 

at the Biomedical 
Research Unit.

Brenda Fields

National Institute for Health Research Biomedical Research Centre's work

UNDERSTANDING MEDICAL RESEARCH

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m

Continued from overleaf

Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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George Orwell, English Rebel

Anthony Matthew

Rob Colls started his talk by 

declaring that Orwell was the 

greatest writer of politics in the  in 

the language, evidenced by the 

phrases which have become 

common currency. This is a strong 

claim to make. His best known work 

includes two novels with political 

implications (Animal Farm as satire 

and 1984 as dystopia) and memoirs 

such as The Road to Wigan Pier and 

Homage to Catalonia but he never 

set out a political creed. Many 

commentators have sought to claim 

Orwell for a political position such as 

socialism or anti-capitalism, but the 

consistent feature of his life and 

writings is their inconsistency. His 

commitment is not to a theory but to 

English empiricism.

Outsider

Born in India as Eric Blair to a father 

working in the civil service, he came 

to England as a baby with his 

mother. He was sent to a prep school 

and gained a scholarship to Eton. 

Instead of university he took some 

tough exams to join the Burma Police 

at the age of 19. (His mother was 

French and born in Burma.) He was 

an outsider amongst the colonial 

class, reading, writing and learning 

several Burmese languages. He 

remained there until 1927 when he 

came home on leave and decided to 

resign in order to become a writer. 

His life at school and in Burma had 

given him no experience of ordinary 

life in England. Living in London he 

explored doss houses in the East End 

and lived in Paris for two years in a 

working-class district with a menial 

job. He became seriously ill, 

p r o b a b l y  c o n t r a c t i n g  t h e  

tuberculosis which eventually killed 

him. Back in England he taught in 

several schools and started to have 

work published. Burmese Days, a 

novel, came out in 1934.

In 1936, Victor Gollancz suggested to 

Blair that he should look at social 

conditions in the north of England. 

He set off by bus to Coventry and 

walked to Manchester. He found 

lodgings in Wigan and went 

underground in Bryn Hall coal mine. 

This resulted in The Road to Wigan 

Pier, published in 1937 under the 

name George Orwell, which he 

adopted for his writing in 1932. He 

left Wigan thinking the middle class 

was the problem for England and 

miners were the solution, so 

although he advocates socialism he 

has some scorn for socialist 

intellectuals. The lives of the miners 

(and not the women working in 

mills) are described closely but he 

does not develop that into an attack 

on the coal owners. The industrial 

revolution may be regarded on the 

left as a disaster for the working 

class, but for the workers themselves 

it was at least a more secure living 

than many of their grandparents had 

experienced.

In June 1936 he married Eileen 

O'Shaughnessy and in December set 

off for Spain intending to fight 

fascism, where the Spanish republic 

was under attack from Franco's 

uprising. Because of his connection 

with the Independent Labour Party 

in England, he joined the militia of 

the POUM, a Trotskyist party. He 

was posted to the Aragon front and 

was wounded in the throat. Eileen 

had joined him in Barcelona but by 

June 1937 the POUM had been 

condemned by the Communists as 

Social Conditions

Spain

“objectively Fascist” with many of its 

members being shot. Orwell and 

Eileen escaped to France and then to 

England.  Homage to Catalonia was 

published in 1938. After a spell in 

hospital for his tuberculosis, he and 

Eileen spent the winter of 1938-39 in 

Marrakech. The prospect of war 

between Britain and Germany was 

looming but Orwell, in line with the 

ILP, was arguing against that and was 

shocked to hear of air-raid shelters 

built and gas masks distributed in 

England.

After war started, Orwell was 

rejected for military service because 

of his health but joined the Home 

Guard and was promoted to 

sergeant. The Lion and the Unicorn: 

Socialism and the English Genius 

was published in 1941. In 1943 he 

joined the staff of Tribune and was 

also working on Animal Farm. That 

was first rejected by Gollancz as an 

attack on the Soviet regime and 

World War Two

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald
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The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m

Continued from overleaf

Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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Britain's ally but it was published by 

Jonathan Cape in 1945. In 1944 the 

Blairs adopted a son whom they 

named Richard but in 1945 Eileen 

died after an operation while Orwell 

was in France and Germany as a 

correspondent for the Observer. He 

spent some time on the island of Jura 

working on 1984, which was finished 

by December 1948 and published in 

June 1949. He spent much of that 

year in hospital, marrying Sonia 

Brownell there in October and he 

died in January 1950, aged 46. 

Although apparently an atheist, he 

had asked to be buried by Anglican 

rites and was interred in Sutton 

Courtenay, Oxfordshire, the home of 

David Astor, editor of the Observer. 

This decision typifies Orwell's 

E n g l i s h n e s s  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  

unpredictability. 

Orwell's objective was to get into 

contact with the (English) people, 

despite his upbringing. He was a 

member of the Labour Party in his 

last years but distrustful of 

representative democracy and not a 

believer in progress.  1984 shows 

what could happen to a society if the 

language, family connections and 

whatever binds people together are 

taken away – not a prediction but a 

possibility. Although bitterly 

opposed to fascists in England and in 

Spain, his radical faith in the people 

can be seen as mirror of their faith in 

the nation: a radical rejection of 

existing political structures may be 

either of the left or the right.

Progress

Michael Sakin
1942 - 2019

Rob Colls 

Michael passed away on Monday 
12th August three weeks after his 
77th birthday. This followed a long 
and often unconventional battle 
with lymphatic cancer.  He retired as 
an academic in 2007 after more than 
40 years of service to the University. 
He first began at the University of 
Leicester in October 1964 working 
on computer software in what later 
b e ca m e  t h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f  
Microbiology. In tribute to Michael 
and his impact on the life and 
community of the University, the flag 
on the Fielding Johnson building was 
lowered from Wednesday the 21st to 
Friday the 23rd August. 

Michael Gerard Writes:

I arrived in Leicester in 1970 and 
went to a concert held by the 
University of Leicester Baroque 
Ensemble. After the concert, I went 
to one of the orchestra members,  
Michael Sackin and asked if I could 
him how to join. Soon after, Michael 
stepped into the role of conductor 
which he only relinquished through 
ill health four months ago. I have 
known and liked Michael for over 40 
years and have appreciated his 
gentle style of musical direction. I 
have played in about a hundred of his 
concerts. 

At first we played mainly Baroque 
music, then we realised that this 

meant playing and using old antique 
instruments so we moved on to 18th 
19th and even 21st century music. The 
name was changed to the University of 
Leicester Symphonia to reflect this. 
Michael persuaded local composer 
Sonja Grosner for to write some pieces 
especially for us. 

It is tempting to write more about 
music and Michael because music 
played an important part in his life. We 
must not leave out his political life. He 
was a member (and a local election  
candidate) of the Green Party together 
with Friends of the Earth and the 
Secular Society. He also had a stream of 
letters published in the Leicester 
Mercury. He leaves behind his wife 
Tessa and his daughter Rachel. 

Secular Hall, Sun 10th November 6.30pm

Art for All, British Socially 
Committed  Art from the 1930s to 
the Cold War
Art historian Christine Lindey presents an 
illustrated talk based on the life and work of 
British artists active between the Depression 
years and the 1960s.  

She looks at their work, their subjects, their 
economic survival as artists and their 
patrons.  Artists include well known painters 
such as Josef Herman, Ruskin Spear and Eva 
Frankfurther whereas others have been 
quietly forgotten. Their work includes 
socialist realism, modernist art and wartime 
propaganda art.

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m

Continued from overleaf

Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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from the National Secular Society

The mayor of Brighton and Hove is 
to drop the tradition of prayers being 
said before council meetings, 
replacing them with poems read by 
children.

Councillor Alex Phillips has invited 
two local pupils to read poetry as she 
prepares to open a meeting of 
Brighton and Hove City Council for 
the first time.

Councillor Phillips, 34, the youngest 
ever mayor of Brighton and Hove, 
said that in her first two months in 
the post she had focused on 
engaging with women, children and 
young people. And she wanted to 
carry this over into the meetings that 
she chaired.

The Green councillor, who is also a 
newly elected Member of the 
European Parliament (MEP) and 
mother of one, said: “As a young 
mayor, I see the importance in opening 
the world of local politics up for our 
school children to experience.

“It’s vital that there is some sort of 
moment’s attunement ahead of full 
council meetings because they are quite 
long and they can become very heated.

“However, I felt that giving young 
people the opportunity to showcase their 
talents in the council chamber, while 
simultaneously focusing councillors’ 
minds on the decisions and interactions 
they are about to make, was the best way 
to go about it.

“It’s important for our young people to 
understand local democracy but it’s 
equa l ly  impor tant  f o r  e l e c t ed  
representatives to be reminded by young 
people that the decisions councillors are 
about to take will affect our young people 
the most.”

Her plan is for all future meetings to 
start with young people reading 
poems of their choice or ones that 
they have written themselves.

NO COUNCIL PRAYERS IN 
BRIGHTON THIS YEAR The sixth Leicester Climate strike, 

whose supporters have used the 
Secular Hall. The strike made 
international, national and local news 
as part of the biggest climate action 
protest movement. 800 people 
sturned out in Leicester and the next 
action is scheduled for October

7.00pm Tuesday 12th November 
Secular Hall

Secularism - is it a 
necessity in a 

multifaith society?
Hosted by Leicester Secular 

Society

A talk on secularism followed by a 
discussion.

The three elements of Secularism 
are:

Ÿ S e p a r a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
institutions from the state.

Ÿ Freedom of thought and 
religion.

Ÿ No state discrimination on the 
grounds of religion or belief.

The talk will examine the history of 
these ideas and their necessity in a 
world of multifaith societies.

This is an Inter Faith Week Event 

1. What year was Jesus born?

a. We don’t know for sure, since the 

gospels disagree irreconcilably.

b. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was during the reign of 

Herod the Great (died around 4 B.C.).

c. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria (6 A.D.).

d. We don’t know for sure, but the 

gospels agree it was the year the moon 

was in the seventh house and Jupiter 

aligned with Mars.

e. D’uh! The year zero, of course.

2. According to the Gospels, what 

day was Jesus born?

a. Dec 25th.

b. Dec 24th.

c. No date is given in any gospel.

d. The day of the Winter Solstice.

e. The third night of Hanukkah.

3. What pagan holiday did later 

Christians “borrow” to celebrate 

Jesus’ birthday?

a. The Greek Brumalia festival

b. The Roman feast of Saturnalia

c. Dies Natalis Solis Invicti (“the 

Birthday of the Unconquered Sun”)

d. All of the above

e. None of the above

4. On what day was Jesus really 

born? 

a. Jan 6

b. Feb 2 (Groundhog Day)

c. March 25

d. We can’t be certain.

e. Sometime during Sukkoth, the Jewish 

Feast of Tabernacles

5. According to Mark (the oldest 

gospel) where was Jesus born?

a. He doesn’t say.

b. By the chimney, with care.

c. In his parent’s house in Nazareth.

d. A manger in Bethlehem.

e. A cave in Bethlehem.

6. According to Luke, who were the 

Wise Men?

a. A group of 2 – 12 Zoroastrian 

astrologers from Persia.

b. Three kings of orient bearing gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh from afar.

c. There were no Wise Men.

d. Cupid, Donder and Blitzen.

e. Melchior of Persia, Caspar (or 

Gaspar) of India, and Balthazar of 

Arabia.

7. According to Matthew, who 

showed up on the night of Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Shepherds keeping watch over their 

flocks by night

b. An angel and a multitude of the 

heavenly host

c. The prophet Simeon and the 

prophetess Anna

d. Ten lords a-leaping

e. No one.

8. What happened after Jesus’ 

birth?

a. Impossible to say for sure – two of the 

gospels tell completely contradictory 

stories, and the other two say nothing.

b.  Good tidings were brought for him 

and his kin; and then figgy pudding, for 

they would not go until they get some.

c. Scary stuff: An angel warns Joseph via 

a dream to flee their home in Bethlehem 

for Egypt. Herod kills all the baby boys 

in the region. After Herod’s death, they 

return to Judea but are afraid of Herod’s 

son, so they move to Nazareth in Galilee 

instead (evidently, Matthew forgot that 

Galilee was ruled by Herod’s other son!).

d. Happy stuff: The shepherds spread the 

good news to all, baby Jesus is 

circumcised, and after the obligatory 40 

days for ritual purity, brought to the 

temple in Jerusalem where prophets hail 

him as the Christ. They return home to 

Nazareth and go back to Jerusalem every 

year for Passover until Jesus is twelve.

e. We aren’t told, the gospels 

immediately cut to his adulthood.

9. Which of these traditional 

C h r i s t m a s  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  

originally pagan?

a. Christmas Trees

b. Yule Logs

The Ultimate Christmas Quiz – By David Fitzgerald

Christmas
That time of year 
when Atheists 
and Christians 
suspend their 
belief systems and 
celebrate 
Paganism...
Wishing you a 
Happy Solstice, 
Christmas and 
New Year!

A
 

c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The National Secular Society has 

criticised the 

after it said 

"health interests" should not be the 

sole factor in deciding whether to cut 

boys' genitals.

In newly-published guidance for 

doctors the BMA has said decisions 

on whether to circumcise boys 

should partly be influenced by their 

"social and cultural interests".

It adds that "an overall best interests 

a s s e s s m e n t "  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  

consideration of "matters including 

the child's social and cultural 

circumstances".

British Medical 

Association (BMA) 

NSS chief executive Stephen Evans 

said: 

"We welcome the BMA's 

acknowledgement that parental 

preference alone does not constitute 

sufficient grounds for performing ritual 

circumcision. However, we reject the 

tacit assumption within the guidance 

that because a child is born to parents 

with strong religious beliefs, it may be 

in the child's best interests to be 

subjected to medically unnecessary 

surgery.

"There is ample evidence of harm from 

ritual circumcision. Child safeguarding 

must be the priority rather than 

appeasing the desire of adults within a 

community to express their belief 

through the forced cutting of their 

child's genitals. Religious freedom isn't 

a licence to violate children's rights.

"The BMA's vague advice also fails 

doctors, who would benefit from clear 

directions which put their duty of 

professional care to their patients first.

"No child should be subjected to 

unnecessary medical surgery. We 

therefore urge policymakers to promote 

child safeguarding in the face of harmful 

religious or cultural practices.”

The BMA guidance says doctors are 

not obliged to carry out requests to 

circumcise children if they do not 

think it is in their best interests. But it 

adds that doctors who object to 

cutting children's genitals must 

f o l l o w  G M C  g u i d a n c e  o n  

conscientious objection.

It also says doctors who do not 

believe circumcision is in a child's 

best interests should tell parents that 

they are entitled to seek a "second 

opinion".

The BMA also refers to GMC 

guidance on personal beliefs. This 

says doctors carrying out ritual 

circumcisions should "explain" to 

patients or their parents that they 

may invite a "religious adviser" to 

attend "to give advice on how it 

should be performed to meet the 

requirements of their faith"

Thomas

every 

history of the Society omits his name. 

He died young, so when the Society’s 

was written 30 years later, he was 

forgotten.

 Emery was one of the prime 

movers in the founding of the 

Leicester Secular Society, yet 

  

From the late 1830s until his death in 

1868, Emery was at the heart of 

radical politics in Leicester. He was 

by turn, an Owenite Socialist, a 

Secularist, a Chartist, an Ultra 

Radical and an Advanced Liberal. 

He was a framework knitter who 

became the editor of a local paper, 

but who never lost his commitment 

to democracy, free speech and 

working people.

Thomas was born a few miles from 

Banbury and although his talent for 

writing was recognised at school, he 

was apprenticed as a stockinger. 

An Owenite Socialist

In 1837, 16 year old Emery came to 

Leicester to find work and soon after 

Robert Owen’s visit in 1838, he joined 

the local branch of Owenites. Thomas

 Owenite 

meetings, classes and discussions. 

These were held at the newly opened 

'Social Institution' in the Market 

Place. (now the Market tavern). The 

Owenites were very committed to 

freedom of expression and despite 

their antipathy to religion, they 

advocated religious toleration. 

Emery played the violin and he must 

have been a member of the band that 

played at the festivals and socials at 

the Social Institution. By 1843, 

Thomas, aged 22, was secretary of the 

local branch, now known as the 

Rational Society. Writing in the New 

Moral World he reported that in 

addition to its political lectures, the 

Social Institution provided two 

dancing classes, a class on natural 

philosophy and a class for Hullah 

system of singing which, may prove a 

powerful auxiliary to our choir and 

amusement parties.  

That year he married Elizabeth 

Pickard. She may have been one of 

the women referred to in the Oracle of 

Reason which praised the Leicester 

Owenite women for their discussions 

of atheism and their wish to be 

known as women rather than ladies.  

Thomas became active in the Anti-

Persecution Union which had been 

formed to defend those arrested for 

blasphemy which he described as the 

“state interference with the consciences 

of others.”

Owenism aimed to create model 

industrial communities - a mixture of 

garden-city and farm-colonies, but 

the financial ruin of the flagship 

Queenwood community in 1845 led 

to the collapse of the whole Owenite 

organisation. As a consequence, the 

Social Institution closed and Thomas 

  

was known to sit at his frame with a 

book and he attended the

This photo of Thomas Emery was found 
at the back of the Society’s photo album. 
It was the starting point in establishing 
him as  a key working class leader.

Thomas Emery at the laying of the 
Clock Tower foundation stone on 
March, 16th 1868. Five months later 
he was dead

Thomas Emery: the Forgotten Radical

Jill Perry 
26th November 1945 – 18th February 2019

Jill Perry was a member of Leicester Secular Society for almost 15 years and 
gave several talks to Sunday evening meetings, including one on her 
specialism – person-centred dementia care.

She had been a key helper to Harry Perry in launching the Leicester Secularist 
in 2008 until he retired as editor in December 2013.  Being a professional sub-
editor Jill ensured that typos and grammatical errors were rarely allowed to 
pass. She also ran the Hall's Open Day bookstall for several years.

Jill had been born into a staunch Methodist family in Bridlington and on 
coming to Leicester had been a member of the Christchurch congregation 
until she lost faith in the theology and declared herself a Humanist.

She was diagnosed with Myelo-Dysplastic Syndrome (MDS) in 2017 and, as 
commonly occurs, this disease progressed into Chronic Myeloid Monocytic 
Leukaemia in 2018 and then into Acute Myeloid Leukaemia in January of this 
year.  Chemotherapy failed to reverse the disease and she died in Leicester 
Royal Infirmary surrounded by her family.     (Harry Perry)

Although Nick lives in Rugby, he has been a member of Leicester Secular 

Society for many years. He has served as a director and has been chair of 

the L.S.S. board. Nick sees himself as an 

ember of the Senate at the Co-operative Group and is currently 

the chair of Co-operatives UK as well as a director of the Heart of England 

Co-operative Society. He teaches in the Coventry University Business 

School and is also a member of  the Co-operative College and the Co-op 

Party. He takes a keen interest in the life of G. J. Holyoake who was both a 

pioneer of Secularism and Co-operation. He says: I can’t emphasise enough 

Evangelist for co-operative and 

mutual enterprise and not so long ago gave a lecture on the Co-op 

movement to the Society. 

He is a m

Continued from overleaf

Man circumcised by mistake at Leicester 
Hospital gets £20,000 compensation

Britain has continued its long-term 

trend towards being less and less 

religious, with the number of people 

saying they belong to no religion 

growing from two in five (43%) to a 

more than half (52%) over the last 

decade. That is the headline findings 

of the 2018 British Social Attitudes 

Survey, the results of which are 

published today. The survey, which 

offers a detailed look at the non-

religious and religious beliefs of the 

British adult population for the first 

time since 2008, concludes that there 

is ‘compelling evidence that the 

process of secularisation continues 

unabated.’

The survey finds that 52% of people 

belong to no religion, 12% are 

Anglicans, 7% are Catholics, 19% are 

some other type of Christian, and 9% 

belong to a non-Christian religion. 

The rise of the non-religious is largely 

attributed to generational change – 

and with just 1% of those aged 18-24 

saying they belong to the Church of 

England, the trend looks set to 

continue.

It also finds two-thirds saying they 

never attend religious services, just 

31% describing themselves as 

religious, half saying they never pray, 

and 44% expressing atheist or 

agnostic beliefs. 35% think religious 

organisations have too much power, 

with only 5% taking the opposite 

view. But, at the same time, tolerance 

of people holding different religions 

has gone up.

NON RELIGIOUS IN 
THE MAJORITY
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