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FREE MUBARAK BALA
Eleven United Nations experts, 

including six special rapporteurs, 

called on the Nigerian Government 

to immediately release Mubarak 

Bala, from jail. Bala is 

has been in 

detention since 28th April after being 

accused of blasphemy which carries 

the death sentence. He has not been 

charged, and has been denied access 

to his lawyers.

Nigeria's constitution theoretically 

guarantees freedom of expression 

but also allows states to set up sharia 

courts, which can punish blasphemy 

by death.

Mubarak Bala was born in Kano 

State in  Northern Nigeria. In 2014, 

he was forcibly committed to a 

psychiatric institution in Kano for 

eighteen days where he was forcibly 

drugged. One doctor suggested 

there was nothing wrong with Bala 

but a second doctor suggested a 

personality disorder and, according 

to Bala, told him:

My dear, you need a God, even in Japan, 

they have a God, no one should live 

without God, those that do, are all 

psychologically ill, denying the biblical 

account of Adam and Eve is delusion, 

denial of history. 

The United Nations call was made 

jointly by Ahmed Shaheed, Special 

Rapporteur on freedom of religion or 

the President 

o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n  H u m a n i s t  

Association and 

belief and the five members of the 

Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention. It follows a previous 

letter they wrote to the Nigerian 

Government about the matter in 

May, which was ignored, prompting 

this public action. In today’s call, the 

experts say:

‘We are deeply concerned over the 

serious lack of due process in Mr Bala’s 

case. He has reportedly not had access to 

a lawyer nor been allowed family visits 

and has been transferred and detained in 

Kano state, without charge, since his 

arrest in neighbouring Kaduna on 28 

April 2020.

‘The arrest and detention of Mr. Bala 

amounts to persecution of non-believers 

in Nigeria. We are concerned that he may 

be prosecuted under anti-blasphemy laws 

that provide for capital punishment in 

Nigeria. The application of the death 

penalty for alleged “blasphemy” is a 

f lagrant  vio lat ion of  Nigeria ’s  

international human rights law 

obligations.

“I don’t know whether he’s dead or alive, in prison or not,” his wife, Amina 
Mubarak, said. “At this point, I’m not even begging for his release, I just want his 
proof of life.”

Ms Mubarak, who had given birth to a boy six weeks before her husband was 
taken, said she had desperately pleaded with officers at the police headquarters 
in the capital, Abuja, to allow her contact with her husband. She also asked for 
proof of his well being, but was denied on both counts. (Guardian 27 July)

Nigerian Humanist held for blasphemy in sharia state

A
 

Recent Secular 
Society Activity

Note from the editor
Unfortunately several people’s 
contributions to the Secularist are 
not included in this edition. This is 
caused by the pressure on space 
due to the tragic loss of three 
members. Among the items 
missing is a report of the LSS 
Annual General Meeting. All these 
items will appear in due course.

Board Meeting
26th January 2014

The National Secular Society has 
challenged a requirement that 
parents in Greece must declare 
their religion on children's birth 
certificates in an intervention at 
the European Court of Human 
Rights.

In Papanikolaou v Greece, the 
ECHR is considering whether the 
obligation violates article nine of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights, which protects the 
right to freedom of religion and 
belief.

zoom meetings



2
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‘We are also gravely concerned about Mr. 

Bala’s safety, while in detention, in light of the 

death threats against him, and further fear that 

he may be subjected to torture or other cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment due to his atheistic beliefs… No 

one should be arbitrarily detained or arrested 

for expressing peacefully their opinion, 

thought and conscience or for simply being an 

atheist.’

According to Humanists International, the 

Police Commissioner in Kano has been 

refusing to comply with a 16 July court 

order, which says that he should be 

granting Bala access to his legal team. His 

refusal was made on the basis that the 

order does not specifically instruct the 

police itself to comply. Responding to this, 

Andrew Copson, President of Humanists 

International, said:

‘The excuse from the police commissioner is 

ridiculous and his behaviour is lawless. The 

wording of the court’s order is clear. Mubarak 

Bala must be given access to his legal team. If 

there is to be any justice at all, his arbitrary 

detention of 87 days without charge must also 

end.’

Humanists International has been 

coordinating international efforts to free 

Mubarak Bala, and has produced a 

briefing and action paper. Humanists UK 

has raised Mubarak’s case with the UK 

Government, and urged it to again raise 

his plight with Nigeria. The Government 

previously did this after meeting with 

Andrew.

Mubarak Bala in 2014 (Humanist International)

LOGIN DETAILS FOR OUR SUNDAY LECTURES
https://us04web.zoom.us  Meeting ID: 195 450 481 Password: 
019219

Sunday September 13th - 6.30pm
Barry Hamblin – ‘Time Gentlemen Please – a history of the 
measurement of time’ (to be confirmed) 

Sunday September 20th
Sheila Mosley – ‘Why does Turkey get away with oppressing the 
Kurds in the region?’

September 27th 

 - 6.30pm

 - 6.30pm
Julian Pollock - Extinction Rebellion – is Non-Violent Direct 
Action the way forward and is it all too late anyway? 

Sunday October 4th - 6.30pm 
To be confirmed
Sunday October 11th - 6.30pm
Sammy Wright - Good and Clever -  Sammy asks why we put 
such weight on exam results. Sammy is a deputy headteacher of 
a large secondary school.  
Sunday October 18th - 6.30pm
Steven Hurd - The Humanist School Movement in Uganda. 
Steven will give a brief background on the work of the Trust and 
the development of the schools in Uganda. 
Sunday October 25th - 6.30pm
To be confirmed

Sunday November 1st - 6.30pm
To be confirmed

Sunday November 8th- 6.30pm
Dr Luca Fenoglio - Hidden in plain sight: violence and racism in 
Mussolini's Italy. The lecture will discuss the violent and racist 
policies that Mussolini's Italy implemented domestically and 
abroad before and during WWII.    

Sunday November 15th - 6.30pm
Sandy Leong - Hey Diddle Diddle – the History of Nursery 
Rhymes.  Many nursery rhymes are just little ditties to amuse 
children, but others have more dramatic and hidden meanings or 
are veiled commentaries on political events and people in power, 
using subtle references and clever word play. 

Sunday November 22nd - 6.30pm 
Marie Lefebvre- ‘Repair or not to repair’ The talk is a  reflection 
on repair, design, the circular economy and the factors 
influencing prosumers (citizens) to repair small electrical items. 
The talk also introduces the work being done in Leicester, 
Leicestershire and beyond to inspire the take-up of repair 
through events and activism. 

Leicester Secular Society zoom meetings
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No End in Sight
With Leicester ’s continued 

l o c k d o w n ,  t h e  l e c t u r e  

programme at the Secular Hall 

remains on hold. Nevertheless, 

our successful programme of 

lectures will continue on  Zoom 

(see opposite). The ability to hold 

lectures at the Hall remains 

conditional on local policy and 

permission for public gatherings 

during the pandemic. 

We are in the same situation as the 

Leicester Archaeological & 

Historical Society and the Lit & 

Phil. whose lecture programmes 

a lso  remain  in  f lux .  The  

Everybody's Reading Festival has 

been postponed until 2021 and 

Skeptics in the Pub has no current 

programme, though online talks 

are being given  nationally.

Conway Hall, which is London’s 

equivalent of the Secular Hall, is  

totally reliant on income from 

lettings and events and has 

salaries to pay.  It has introduced 

“Closed Door Events” where 

performers are filmed and 

broadcast online, subject to risk 

assessments. They are working 

towards “Socially-distanced and 

Hybrid Events”,  where physical 

audiences can attend and online 

a u d i e n c e s  c a n  j o i n  a n d  

participate via livestreaming, 

using their state-of-the-art AV 

set-up. 

Maybe this is something that 

could be considered for the 

Secular Hall, but it is all 

dependent of on whether the 

pandemic can be held in check or 

whether the winter will bring a 

tighter lockdown. These are all 

issues which the Secular Society 

Board will have to consider.

The Lockdown At 
The Secular Hall 
Members may well be concerned 

about the future of the Society and 

Hall following the closure of the Hall 
thwith effect from 20  March, resulting 

in the activities of the Society, our 

hirers and the long term businesses 

in the building coming to a halt. 

Rent Holiday
As a result to this the Board agreed to 

extend a rent holiday to ABC 

Ballroom, the Martial Arts Club and 

Sweetie Shakes for the duration of 

the lock down. Consequently we 

have had no rental income since 

March. 

Grants
The Government has provided help 

to small businesses, administered by 

the City Council, based on rateable 

value. The Hall is divided into 3 units 

for the purposes of business rates. 

The two smaller units qualified for 

grants totalling £20,000 but the larger 

unit (the Ballroom) did not. 

Distribution
The City Council advised us that we 

had complete discretion as to how 

we used the funds and the Board 

decided that the most equitable 

distribution, bearing in mind that all 

the businesses based in the Hall 

together with the Society were 

lacking any income, would be to split 

the sum equally between the four 

entities. This would help all to 

survive and re-open when this is 

safe. The sum of £5,000 has been 

transferred to each of the tenants for 

which they have thanked us. 

Reserves
Fortunately the Society has been 

building up reserves towards 

replacing the large stained glass 

window and refurbishment of the 

front of the Hall, so we have 

c.£100.000 in our accounts. We have 

to do this as we do not own the 

building and the owner, Leicester 

Rationalist Trust is not empowered 

to borrow. This has meant that we are 

not faced with a cash flow crisis and, 

so long as there is no major problem 

with the building, we can weather 

this pandemic. 

Members
However the Society will still be 

faced with the challenges of building 

restoration, for which we will 

hopefully qualify for some grants, 

and maintaining/building our 

membership. With no activity it is 

difficult to recruit new members. 

Please encourage anyone who 

supports our aims to join. You can 

now do join on line via the website 

www.lsec.org.uk .

John Catt, LSS  treasurer

Leicester Secularist 

New Zealand has scrapped compulsory religious 
instruction in state schools.  Now parents will have to 
sign a consent form in order for their children to be 
enrolled in Bible study lessons. Previously, children were 
automatically included in these lessons unless a parent or 
guardian chose to opt them out. 
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The Church of QAnon: 
Will conspiracy theories form the basis of a new religious movement?

Followers of the QAnon movement 

believe in wild and dangerous 

conspiracy theories about U.S. 

President Donald Trump. Now a 

faction within the movement has 

been interpreting the Bible through 

QAnon conspiracies.

I have been studying the growth of 

the QAnon movement as part of my 

research into how extremist  

religious and political organizations 

create propaganda and recruit new 

members to ideological causes.

On Feb. 23, I logged onto Zoom to 

observe the first public service of 

what is essentially a QAnon church 

operating out of the Omega 

Kingdom Ministry (OKM). I’ve 

spent 12 weeks attending this two-

hour Sunday morning service.

What I’ve witnessed is an existing 

model of neo-charismatic home 

churches — the neo-charismatic 

movement is an offshoot of 

evangelical Protestant Christianity 

and is made up of thousands of 

independent organizations — where 

QAnon conspiracy theories are 

reinterpreted through the Bible. In 

turn, QAnon conspiracy theories 

serve as a lens to interpret the Bible 

itself.

Trump vs. the ‘deep state’

The QAnon movement began in 2017 

after someone known only as Q 

posted a series of conspiracy theories 

about Trump on the internet forum 

4chan. QAnon followers believe 

global elites are seeking to bring 

down Trump, whom they see as the 

world’s only hope to defeat the 

“deep state.”

OKM is part of a network of 

independent congregations (or 

e k k l e s i a )  c a l l e d  H o m e  

Congregations Worldwide (HCW). 

The organization’s spiritual adviser 

is Mark Taylor, a self-proclaimed 

“Trump Prophet” and QAnon 

influencer with a large social media 

following on Twitter and YouTube.

The resource page of the HCW 

website only links to QAnon 

propaganda — including the 

documentary Fall Cabal by Dutch 

conspiracy theorist Janet Ossebaard, 

w h i c h  i s  u s e d  t o  f o r m a l l y  

indoctrinate e-congregants into 

QAnon. This 10-part YouTube series 

was the core material for the weekly 

Bible study during QAnon church 

sessions I observed.

The Sunday service is led by Russ 

Wagner, leader of the Indiana-based 

OKM, and Kevin Bushey, a retired 

colonel running for election to the 

Maine House of Representatives.

Bible and QAnon narratives

The service begins with an opening 

prayer from Wagner that he says will 

protect the Zoom room from Satan. 

This is followed by an hour-long 

Bible study where Wagner might 

explain the Fall Cabal video that 

attendees had just watched or offer 

his observations on socio-political 

events from the previous week.

Everything is explained though the 

lens of the Bible and QAnon 

narratives. Bushey then does 45 

minutes of decoding items that have 

appeared recently on the app called 

QMap that is used to share 

conspiracy theories. The last 15 

m i n u t e s  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

communion and prayer.

At a service held on April 26, Wagner 

and Bushey spoke about a QAnon 

theory, called Project Looking Glass, 

that the U.S. military has secretly 

developed a form of time-travel 

technology. Wagner suggested to e-

congregants that time travel can be 

explained by certain passages in the 

Bible.

On May 3, the theme of the QAnon 

portion of the service was about 

COVID-19. Bushey spoke about a 

popular QAnon theory that the 

pandemic was planned. (There is no 

evidence of this.) And when an anti-

vax conspiracy theory documentary 

called “Plandemic” went viral , the 

video was shared on the HCW 

websites as a way for e-congregants 

to consume the latest in a series of 

false theories about the coronavirus.

Leveraging authority

What is clear is that Wagner and 

Bushey are leveraging religious 

beliefs and their “authority” as a 

pastor and ex-military officer to 

indoctrinate attendees into the 

QAnon church. Their objective is to 

train congregants to form their own 

home congregations in the future and 

grow the movement.

OKM’s ministry is rooted in Taylor’s 

prophecies. Wagner regularly 

mentions that if it wasn’t for Taylor, 

he would have never started this 

Marc-André Argentino

Followers of the QAnon movement 
regularly show their support for 
Donald Trump at his political rallies, 
Marc Nozell, licensed under the 
Creative Commons  Generic license.
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ministry.

On its website, OKM references the 

Seven Mountains of Societal 

Influence. Seven Mountains utilizes 

the language of Dominionism — a 

theology that believes countries, 

including the United States, should 

be governed by Christian biblical 

law. Its goal is to attain sociopolitical 

and economic transformation 

through the gospel of Jesus in what it 

calls the seven mountains or spheres 

of  soc ie ty :  re l ig ion,  fami ly,  

education, government, media, 

entertainment and business. This 

blends QAnon’s apocalyptic desire 

to destroy society “controlled” by 

the deep state with the need for the 

Kingdom of God on Earth.

Wagner and Bushey have taught 

their congregation to stop listening 

to any media —even Fox News — 

because they’re are all “Luciferian.” 

What they provide instead is a road 

map to QAnon radicalization 

comprised of QAnon YouTube 

channels for the congregation’s daily 

media diet, the Qmap website that 

lists new QAnon conspiracy theories 

and Twitter influencers.

‘Deep state church’

They further insist that as Trump 

continues to “drain the swamp” in 

Washington, it’s “our” responsibility 

to drain the deep state church 

swamp. They believe the same deep 

state that controls the world has also 

infiltrated traditional churches. As 

Wagner stated in his April 12 service: 

“I am here to focus on the deep state 

church. This goes beyond our church and 

involves our culture and our politics. 

Kevin is here to talk about QAnon and 

the military operation to save the world.”

Like any church, they also run 

outreach ministries.  OKM is 

current ly  ra i s ing  funds  for  

something called Reclamation 

Ranch, which Wagner describes as a 

safe place for children rescued after 

being held underground by the deep 

state. Children at risk is an ongoing 

theme in many QAnon conspiracy 

theories, including the famous fake 

“Pizzagate” theory.

As of May, OKM moved from Zoom 

to YouTube to accommodate the 

growth in attendees. At last count, 

approximately  300  accounts  

participated in the recent services.

While that’s not a lot of followers, we 

should be concerned about these 

latest developments. OKM provides 

formalized religious indoctrination 

into QAnon, a conspiracy movement 

that is both a public health threat by 

spreading false information about 

the coronavirus pandemic and a 

national security concern.

This article is republished from The 

Conversation under a Creative 

Commons license.

Bobba Cass

An anonymous donation of £300 
towards the fees for one year for 
a student at one of the two 
humanist schools, Mustard Seed 
and Isaac Newton, is being 
offered to the Leicester Secular 
Society with the request for 
matching funding.  

This will enable two students to 
further their education in these 
schools which achieve excellent 
results, especially in science 
subjects. The Society already 
supports Aaron Kyana, a student 

who hopes eventually to be 
trained as a doctor.  An 
additional £300, of which the 
Society has already raised £50, 
will enable another student, a 
girl, to have a secondary 
education as well.  

At the moment schools in 
Uganda are closed and awaiting 
reopening, but early on the 
country closed down schools and 
forbade travel, incoming flights, 
markets and shops with the 
result that there have been few 
cases of the corona virus and no 
deaths reported.  The school 
year has had to be radically 
r e c o n s i d e r e d  i n c l u d i n g  
examinations and commitment 
to teachers.  

The Trust is supporting the two 
humanist schools as well as 
primary schools throughout this 
life changing time.

Please give generously to 
support the future of humanist 
education in Uganda by donating 
to credit the LSS bank account 
direct with an email to:

 Treasurer@leicestersecularsociety
.org.uk

Sort Code 60-83-01 

Acc No 20195380 

Uganda Humanist Schools Trust
- Anonymous Donation of £300

c o n t i n u e d
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The Small Holdings and Allotments 

Act 1908 led to a new expansion of 

allotments as it enabled local 

authorities to borrow to provide 

allotments.

In Leicester there was difficulty in 

satisfying demand. Land was 

offered on the Old Belgrave Sewage 

Farm and around 200 acres rented 

from the Earl of Dysart. Rowlatts 

Hill leases date from 1910 and 1913 

for land off Coleman Road. The 

Evington Parks Allotment Society 

lease dates from 1918.

War

It was the serious food shortages 

during WW1 led to the expansion of 

allotments. The Council had powers 

to take over unoccupied land of 

various sorts and let it to allotment 

societies or individuals, and the 

Corporation supplied seed potatoes 

and potato spraying.

Women and children always 

w o r k e d  o n  a l l o t m e n t s  b u t  

invariably they were leased by men. 

It is hard to find records of women 

digging and planting, the first 

mention is in 1918. After WW1, new 

societies formed, though temporary 

sites were claimed for municipal 

housing. However some security of 

A brief history of allotments in 

Leicester - a ‘Zoom’ talk given by 

Cynthia Brown given on Sunday 

21st June

C y n t h i a ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g  a n d  

informative talk ran from the 

Labourers' Friend Society formed in 

Leicester in 1842, the development 

of allotments in the 19th Century 

and expansion in Leicester from the 

first World War onwards, the 

decline of the movement after the 

second World War, through to their 

increasing popularity in the present 

day, when many sites have waiting 

lists, and much wider range of 

people take allotments.

Chartist

The first secretary of the Leicester 

Labourers' Friend Society was the 

C h a r t i s t ,  W i l l i a m  B u r d e n .  

Allotments were available on 

Freeman's Common from 1845 at 

accessible low rents. 

Three Acres and a Cow was the 

s logan of the Land Reform 

movement of the 1880s, and also a 

popular music hall song by Arthur 

Lloyd, published in 1865. Important 

legislation was passed in the late 

nineteenth century, when the 

Allotment Act 1887 required local 

authorities to make land available 

to meet the demand for allotments. 

Legislation

There were several established 

ear ly on in Ayles tone .  The 

Aylestone Allotment and Leisure 

Gardens Society dates from 1901, 

formed from a small group of 

people from the CWS Wheatsheaf 

Boot and Shoe Works and the 

Leicester Gas Department. They 

established a cooperative 'to create a 

community of interests and to 

s p r e a d  a  s p i r i t  o f  m u t u a l  

helpfulness' where surplus produce 

was sold cheaply to neighbours.

INDUSTRY AND ARDOUR
Helen Everett

tenure was provided by the 

Allotment Act of 1922, with six 

months notice required if the land 

was planted, to enable crops to be 

harvested.

Other aspects of the later history 

include temporary allotments on 

Victoria Park in WW2 until 1951, 

potato growing competitions, rules 

and regulations, and gems from the 

records such as nude bathing at Bede 

Meadow.

If you would like to know a little 

more, Cynthia has written a 12-page 

booklet, The History of Leicester's 

Allotments ,  with i l lustrations, 

produced by Leicester City Council.

Parts of Victoria Park were used as allotments during and after the Second World 
War. Photo, 1949  (Leicester City Council)

Cynthia Brown
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from the National Secular Society

National Secular Society Newsline

Thousands sent to faith schools 
against their families’ preferences

Leicester Secularist 

More than 130,000 children have 

been sent to faith schools in England 

despite their parents expressing a 

preference for a non-faith school 

since 2014, National Secular Society 

research has revealed.

The society has found that 132,216 

children were assigned to faith 

schools despite their families listing 

a non-faith school as their first 

preference between 2014 and 2020.

Almost a fifth (26,163) of those pupils 

were assigned to schools which their 

families hadn't listed as preferences 

at all.

The NSS's figures were derived from 

Department for Education responses 

to freedom of information requests. 

The research also revealed that, in 

2020: 20,340 pupils were sent to faith 

schools despite their families listing 

a non-faith school as their first 

preference. This number was similar 

to the equivalent figure for 2019, and 

had risen from 16,824 in 2014.

11,519 of those were at secondary 

level and 8,821 were at primary level.

More than 4,200 of those were 

assigned schools which their 

families hadn't listed as preferences 

at all.

NSS comment

NSS head of education Alastair 

Lichten said: "Proponents of faith 

schools often defend them on the 

grounds of parental choice. But 

every year the state is pushing 

religion on thousands of children 

against their families' preferences.

"Disappointingly the government 

continues to open new faith schools even 

as the evidence against them stacks up. 

Ministers should look to roll back faith 

schools and open inclusive, secular 

schools which enable children to make 

their own minds up about religion.

"If they won't commit to that they 

should at least ensure every child has a 

right to a suitable secular school within a 

reasonable distance, so families can be 

free from religion if they choose."

Latest government support for 
faith schools

The schools proposed in the latest 

wave of the government's free 

schools programme include 19 faith 

schools – 14 Christian, 3 Islamic and 

2 Sikh.

In July the education secretary 

claimed faith schools provide 

"greater choice for parents – of all 

faiths and of none" in an address to 

the Board of Deputies of British Jews.

Previous NSS research

In 2018 a major NSS report, The 

Choice Delusion, found that almost 

three in 10 families in England live in 

areas where most or all of the closest 

primary schools are faith schools. 

The report's recommendations 

included that:

National and local government 

s h o u l d  m o n i t o r  f a i t h - b a s e d  

restrictions on school choice.

Faith-based discrimination in school 

admissions should be phased out.

A moratorium should be introduced 

on the opening of new faith schools 

and it should be easier for faith 

schools to lose their religious 

designation, particularly where they 

are unrepresentative of local 

communities.

All families should be legally entitled 

to have reasonable access to a non-

faith school.

Difficulties finding secular 
education

A number of signatories to the NSS's 

No More Faith Schools petition have 

spoken of difficulties finding a 

secular education for their children.

For example signatory Victoria, from 

Medway, said her son had been 

placed in a faith school despite the 

fact it was not one of her six choices, 

and he would be required to attend 

"all Catholic services".

And Anne from Milton Keynes said a 

child where she lived would have to 

travel "at least six miles to attend a 

secular school, passing several 

church schools along the way".
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An Influential Man of Leicestershire

John Catt

GEORGE FOX (1624-1691)
(This article is based on a Zoom talk 

given by John Catt on 19th April 

2020) 

George Fox was born in July 1624 in 

the small village of Drayton-in-the-

Clay, Leicestershire (now known as 

Fenny Drayton).

His father was a prosperous weaver 

and churchwarden known as 

"Righteous Christer". George was 

taught to read and write and take 

religion seriously. He became an 

apprentice shepherd in his teens, 

which gave him time to study the 

bible, and aged 19 in 1643, he headed 

to London driven by a “hidden 

voice”. The Civil War had begun and 

he described himself as in a state of 

torment (he may have been a manic 

depressive).

His religous ideas

Returning to Drayton in the Marsh 

after a year, he had a number of 

discussions with the local Anglican 

clergyman, who later called Fox mad 

and spoke against him. He continued 

travelling and discussing religion 

with clergy and any who were 

interested in religious thinking. This 

resulted in him developing ideas 

such as:

 Rituals can be ignored (baptism) 

Anyone has the right to minister 

including women and children. 

 God "dwelleth in the hearts of his 

obedient people" 

 Religious experience is not confined 

to a church building -"steeple-

house". 

 Worship was valid in fields and 

orchards. 

 Believers could follow their own 

inner guide rather than rely on a 

strict reading of Scripture or the 

word of clerics. 

 No distinction between Father, Son 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Holy Spirit (Trinity) 

In 1647 Fox began to preach publicly 

and a group started to follow him 

around which became the Society of 

Friends. Some of the Friends also 

started advocating Fox's teachings 

and, as uncompromising preachers, 

they were violently attacked in some 

places.

Religion was in flux with many rival 

denominations/sects  meeting 

during Civil War (1642–1651) 

including the Congregationalists, 

the Baptists, Calvinists, Calvinistic 

Presbyterians, Lutherans, Catholics, 

Anglicans, Unitarians, the Ranters, 

the Fifth Monarchists, the Seekers 

and the Muggletonians. 

Growth of the movement

Between 1650 and 1660 many new 

g r o u p s  o f  “ F r i e n d s ”  w e r e  

established around England, 

particularly following Fox's "Vision" 

on Pendle Hill (1652) and his 

“conversion” of local groups of 

“Seekers” and his alliance with the 

Fells who were fundamental in the 

organisation of the movement. 

Fox and the Friends campaigned 

against the paying of tithes and  

asserted that the established church 

was unnecessary. They refused to 

swear oaths (particularly of 

allegiance) or take up arms. They 

also refused to use or acknowledge 

titles, take hats off in court or doff 

hats or bow to those who considered 

themselves socially superior such as 

the aristrocracy. 

Persecution

Fox was imprisoned several times. In 

· Nottingham in 1649 and Derby in 

1650 where he was imprisoned for 

blasphemy. A judge mocked Fox's 

exhortation to "tremble at the word 

of the Lord", calling him and his 

followers " " He was Quakers.

imprisoned again in  Carlisle 1653,  

London 1654,  Launceston 1656,  

Lancaster 1660,  Leicester 1662, 

Lancaster again and Scarborough in 

1664–1666. then  Worcester in 

1673–1675 .

Quakers were subject to various 

charges which included  Blasphemy; 

Causing a disturbance; Travelling 

without a pass; Unauthorised 

worship. The Restoration, and the 

Quaker Act 1662 was specially 

directed against people, who refused 

to take the oath of allegiance. 

Fox travelled extensively, visiting  

Ireland (1666), America (1671), the 

We s t  I n d i e s  ( 1 6 7 7 ) a n d  t h e  

Netherlands and Germany (1684), 

setting up new groups of Friends. 

George Fox died on 13th January 1691 

in London. 

Reforms

The Society of Friends that he had 

Leicester Secularist 

Memorial to Fox's birthplace, situated 
on George Fox Lane in Fenny Drayton
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founded (Quakers) would be 

responsible for establishing the anti-

slavery movement, prison reform, 

demands for social justice, equal 

rights for women and children, 

consensus decision making and the 

promotion of a strong work ethic 

based on treating all involved fairly. 

(Quakers founded Barclays & Lloyds 

banks, Clark's shoes, Cadbury, 

Rowntrees and Fry's chocolate). In 

1947 the Quakers became the only 

religion to receive the Nobel Peace 

Prize.

Influence of Fox's teachings

The teaching of George Fox that 

there was something 'of God in every 

person'  and that all are equal was 

revolutionary for his day. Most 

religions had been hierarchical and 

used to support the authority of the 

hierarchies of the state and its 

established religion. While his 

movement attracted disapproval 

from some, others such as William 

Penn and Oliver Cromwell viewed 

Fox with respect. By the time of his 

death in 1691, the Quaker movement 

had 50,000 followers.

Wil l iam Penn (1644 -  1718)  

established Pennsylvania 1682 as a 

Quaker commonwealth run under 

Quaker principles. He was the first to 

call for a union of the English 

colonies and the “Pennsylvania 

Frame of Government” and “Charter 

of Liberties” inspired much of the US 

Constitution. These documents 

limited the power of the governor 

and stipulated two houses for the 

legislature, fair trials by jury, 

protection of minority rights, 

freedom of religion and free 

elections. They incorporated an 

amendable constitution and bill of 

rights.

Legacy

The ideas of Fox, the Society of 

Friends and Penn influenced both 

Voltaire (who spent time with 

Quakers during his exile in England) 

and Tom Paine (whose father was a 

Leicester Secularist 

Quaker). It could be said that the 

motto of Liberty, Equality and 

Fraternity was to some degree 

inspired by the ideas of the Quakers. 

The constitution of Pennsylvania and 

the ideas of Tom Paine were 

influential in the American War of 

Independence and the subsequent 

Constitution and Bill of Rights. The 

American revolution and Quaker 

ideas together with those of both 

Voltaire and Tom Paine influenced 

thinking in pre-revolutionary France. 

Cer ta in ly  the  Quakers  were  

fundamental to the abolition of the 

slave trade together with legal 

slavery and they were strong 

supporters  of  the  Universa l  

Declaration of Human Rights, which 

very much accords with Quaker 

thought.

I think it fair to claim that the thinking 

of this Leicestershire born shepherd 

had a greater impact on the 

development of modern world than 

is generally appreciated.

George Fox (continued)

In Peace Walk, which runs between the War 
Memorial in Victoria Park down to University 
Road,  there are several small memorials. 
These are to people involved in 20th Century 
wars who are not commemorated in the large 
Lutyens Memorial. 

At the beginning of the lockdown Clare Scott 
noticed that the memorial to the 250 
Leicestershire conscientious objectors who 
refused to fight in World War I needed a 
clean. She took a toothbrush and some water 
and spruced it up ready for International 
Conscientious Objectors' Day on May 15th

Top right: before cleaning

Bottom right: after cleaning

Memorials in 
Peace Walk

Veronica Matthew
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JAANKAR

Anthony Matthew

Jaankar (the Hindi word for 

knowledgeable) is a project in 

Trilokpuri concerned with the 

challenges faced in this poor 

neighbourhood for people to 

establish their rights in the face of 

low literacy, discrimination and 

corruption. Trilokpuri is a district of  

Delhi east of the Yamuna river in 

which people from slum clearance in 

old Delhi were resettled in the 1980s. 

(That included two years of the 

Emergency when democracy was 

suspended and there was coercion to 

achieve targets for sterilisation - see 

the novel 'A Fine Balance' by 

Rohinton Mistry. Many Sikhs in the 

area were murdered in 1984 in the 

riots following the assassination of 

Indira Gandhi.) Dr Martin Webb of 

G o l d s m i t h s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

Anthropology has been engaged 

with Jaankaar for several years and 

the project is supported by the 

Global Challenges Research Fund. 

Also involved are JOSH, an NGO, 

and researchers from IIIT Delhi 

University.

The project tackles issues of youth 

employment and the rights to 

education, welfare and information. 

The team of volunteers consists of 

local  women from dif ferent  

communities (in terms of religion or 

caste), for some of them despite 

family resistance, and they have 

b e c o m e  i n vo l ve d  i n  s c h o o l  

management. In many ways the 

rights that the local people have on 

paper do not exist in practice. Low 

literacy can be an obstacle in dealing 

with bureaucratic systems and in 

some ways that problem has been 

compounded by the move by Indian 

governments (at national and state 

level) to make use of digital 

technology. That has made processes 

easier for some but many do not have 

internet access nor the skills to use it. 

There has been mutual support by 

means of WhatsApp groups.

Trilokpuri is laid out in 36 blocks 

with 500 houses each. There are 

narrow streets within the block and 

wider ones between them, with 

shanty dwellings nearby. Often there 

are two or three families in a house. 

The people are designated as 

belonging to Economically Weaker 

Sections (EWS), by which their 

children may qualify for one of the 

places at a private school, 25% of 

which are reserved for EWS. Private 

schools usually teach in English and 

are much preferred over state 

schools. Places are awarded by a 

lottery and applications must be 

made in February, which require 

supporting documents. The process 

was previously done on paper but 

now is online.  Jaankaar has been 

active in getting internet access for 

applicants and helping them to 

acquire the necessary documents. 

However, the same service has been 

a business opportunity for some, 

internet cafés in particular but others 

too: Martin showed a photograph of 

a shop normally resupplying gas 

cy l inders  conver t ing  to  the  

application process for February. 

Unfor tunate ly  not  a l l  these  

businesses are expert in the 

p r o c e d u r e  a n d  m a y  c h a r g e  

excessively even for bad advice. The 

Jaankaar volunteers have organised 

meetings with these businesses for 

them to improve their service and 

moderate their prices.

On 23rd March this year a general 

lockdown was ordered. For many 

Trilokpuri families there was no 

work,  no money and no way of 

getting food. Some tenants were 

evicted and some set off to walk to 

their home villages, which may be 

hundreds of miles away. Jaankaar 

volunteers have worked distributing 

food. After a month the Delhi 

government created a system of E-

coupons which could be exchanged 

for food but it was necessary to apply 

online, while the internet cafés had all 

closed. That was got round by using 

volunteers' smartphones but it was 

still necessary to use the smartphone 

or have the E-coupon printed 

somewhere for it to be presented at a 

shop. On top of all that the demand 

caused the website to crash and many 

people have been left waiting. The 

system was intended to connect the 

government directly with applicants 

but in practice community activators 

are vital, even though their work is 

regarded as of low status.

10 Leicester Secularist 

This article follows a  Zoom talk 

by Dr Martin Webb on 14th June 

Jaankar volunteer workers
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Ariadne Tampion

I am, among other things, Chair of 

E a s t  M i d l a n d s  B r a n c h  o f  

independent national pro-rail 

c a m p a i g n i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

Railfuture.  This is a summary of the 

Zoom talk I gave to Leicester Secular 

Society on 24th May.  For more 

information on local and national 

rail issues, and about Railfuture, 

please visit the Railfuture website: 

www.railfuture.org.uk.

The top rail issue in the East 

Midlands is the electrification of the 

Midland Main Line, which passes 

through Leicester between London 

and Sheffield, with a branch to 

Nottingham.  The promise of it has 

b e e n  r e p e a t e d l y  m a d e  a n d  

withdrawn by the Government over 

the last few years.  It is important 

not, as some think, to speed up 

journeys, which it would not do 

significantly, but for energy security, 

e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y,  l o w e r  

maintenance costs, air quality and 

passenger experience.  Crucially, it 

would outsource the reduction of 

carbon dioxide emissions to the 

energy industry; the rail industry 

has enough of a job to do running the 

railway!

I promised an emphasis on Leicester, 

which is not hard, because Leicester 

is itself perhaps the second ranked 

rail issue in the East Midlands.  It is a 

notorious bottleneck, regularly 

causing train delays.  Orbital routes 

a r o u n d  L o n d o n  w e r e  

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  l o s t  i n  

comparison to radial routes on Dr 

Beeching 's  recommendat ion;  

consequently, Leicester is the first 

place north of London where one 

can travel between east and west by 

rail.  Improved infrastructure is vital 

to cope adequately with the many 

conflicting passenger and freight 

train movements through Leicester; 

a flyover at Wigston Junction is a 

well-established possibility.

Looking now at travel from Leicester 

by rail, the most obvious deficiency 

is in access to Coventry.  This 

neighbouring city has been allocated 

to the same 'economic hub' as 

Leicester by sub-national transport 

body Midlands Connect, but rail 

travel between the two requires a 

change of train at Nuneaton.  With 

previous track and signalling 

allowing through services having 

been removed in the recent 

Nuneaton station remodelling, a 

dive-under now looks necessary to 

reinstate them.  

The service between Leicester and 

Birmingham, which can pass 

through Nuneaton, is not bad by 

today's standards, but not of the 

inter-city quality that it merits.  

Better rolling stock is required, and 

infrastructure enhancements to 

allow better services to intermediate 

stations while continuing to 

accommodate increases in freight; 

the latter is crucial in getting lorries 

off the roads to the benefit of all.

Leicester has another claim to rail 

notoriety, being the city with the 

fewest railway stations per head of 

population; it has only the one.  The 

provision of a few more could be 

facilitated by the reinstatement of 

passenger services on the freight line 

to Burton-upon-Trent, which would 

also bring multiple benefits to the 

former coalfield communities along 

it, and provide better connections 

generally around the 'Dynamic 

Triangle' of East Midlands cities:  

Leicester, Derby and Nottingham.  

The good news here is that its 

dedicated campaign group has been 

among the first ten recipients of 

Restoring Your Railway (aka 

Reversing Beeching) Government 

funding to develop its case. The 

R o b i n  H o o d  L i n e  n o r t h  o f  

Nottingham may seem remote from 

Leicester, but a branch from 

Shirebrook to Ollerton would allow 

Leicester people to access holidays at 

Centre Parcs by train!  As different a 

destination from Centre Parcs as you 

can imagine might be Manchester; 

reinstating the railway through the 

Peak District between Matlock and 

Buxton would allow an express 

Leicester-Manchester service to use 

the parallel Hope Valley Line, as well 

as obviously giving Leicester people 

rail access to the destinations along 

the reinstated line.

I have left HS2 until last because it is 

an ambiguous one for Leicester.  It 

will take travellers between London 

and the North off the Midland Main 

Line, leaving space for more local 

journeys, meriting new local stations.  

But that could mean fewer fast direct 

journeys between Leicester and 

London.  This paradox highlights the 

fact that a railway is not an end in 

itself, and that the answers to 

questions of whom it should serve 

and why are value judgements which 

result in political decisions.  Which 

makes it doubly important for 

citizens to get involved in the debate, 

but also to keep up the pressure to 

stop talking as soon as possible and 

start laying track!

RAIL ISSUES IN THE EAST MIDLANDS
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DEFLATING AN OVERCONFIDENT MUSLIM
Jawad Malik

12

 Many Muslims present examples of 

people who converted from other 

faiths (e.g. Christianity) to Islam but 

there are counter examples. In fact, 

there are people who are well-

educated in Islamic doctrine, devout 

and conservative Muslims who are 

now servants to the Church! Those 

are not new-fledged young Muslims 

who are newly introduced to the 

faith of Islam, but people who 

studied the faith very well. This 

article sheds the light on one such 

case study. A devout Muslim who 

went from a strict Anti-Christian 

debater to a servant and supporter to 

the Christian community. Ironically, 

ending as a small block in the 

building that he once tried to destroy 

with his miss-leading thoughts.

I studied in an Islamic school, where 

I studied Quran and Hadith 

extensively.  Now, I hold a Master 

degree in Islamic studies, and a PhD 

in Islamic History and Sharia. I used 

to be considered a very conservative 

Muslim. Having been raised in an 

Arab Muslim country, in a Muslim 

conservative family. I used to lecture 

about my conservative Islamic 

views, I set out to convert as many 

people to my own culture and faith. I 

was very confident and I have 

always been successful in that in the 

Middle East. 

It was time to move to UK and make 

the change there. I planned for this 

moment for around 20 years. I 

always thought that I am different, 

well educated and invincible. I was 

confident that I will be the person 

who will make the change and win.

I faced serious intellectual challenge 

in UK and after many debates and 

discussions there, I was logically 

defeated on all axes by strong 

Christian and atheist arguments 

some of which were drawn from 

Richard Dawkins and Christopher 

Hitchens books. First, I was 

confronted with the opposite views 

of women rights. Where I come 

from, women are considered 

secondary to men, and the deeply 

patriarchal laws of Islam have kept 

things this way in the Arab nations 

for over a thousand years.

The discussions in UK had deflated 

my inflated sense of importance and 

overconfidence. I was a devout 

Muslim, however, behind this mask 

laid a fragile content which was 

vulnerable to the slightest criticism. 

It was like a hot-air balloon, it may 

appear large but it was empty and 

easily deflated. I stopped debating 

and defending Islam. I admitted and 

accepted the full decisive defeat.

Instead, I favoured to use all the 

knowledge that I have of Islamic 

doctrine to demolish it in a proper 

and systematic way. Ironically, all 

the gained knowledge about Islamic 

doctrine will now be put to serve this 

goal. An example case study and a 

lesson to be learnt by conservative 

Muslims. 

Jawad Malik is a freelance researcher 

and translator from the Levant, his 

major is in Islamic Studies and History. 

He is a big fan of and supporter to the 

Western colonisation/civilisation 

mission's views of the Middle East in a 

very objective way. He understands that 

his predecessors fought against that, but 

he thinks that was completely wrong. He 

believes that the level of education and 

awareness at that time were insufficient. 

He has a strong passion to research the 

topic, mainly the role of modern 

colonialism and global power politics in 

shaping the Middle East.

( )explained by an ex-devout Muslim

Leicester Secularist 

2nd July 2020

Dear Editor

I am looking out of  the window, 
over the roof  stacks of  newly re-
lockdowned Leicester, thinking 
of  the people having to reinvent, 
to renew their lives, the children 
in and out of  scjool, heads of  
schools and teacher grappling 
with guidance for education after 
lockdown.

If  there is a silver lining amidst all 
the uncertainty, we are the first in 
the country and therefore a 
beacon for the rest of  the land. 
We are stronger together for all 
our diversity, our black-brown-
B A M E - r e d - b l u e - y e l l o w  
categorisation, stereotyping, 
organisation. I want to emphasize 
to all the vulnerable groupings in 
Leicester: ‘This will pass’ 

B-r-e-a-t-h-e deep. We are in this 
together.

Sincerely

(name and address supplied)

LETTERS
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Festivals
David Pollak

Dark ages

Dark nights

Cold homes

Winter so long.

Lighten it with a festival:

Feasting on extravagant food

Drinking

Playing.

Romans invaded

Called it Saturnalia

Imposed their gods on it.

Christians arrived

Called it Christ's birthday

Imposed their story on it.

Dark ages

Winter so long

But spring comes:

Buds grow

Crops germinate.

Celebrate it with a festival:

Fertility

Oestrus

Feasting

Copulating.

Romans invaded

Called it Lupercalia

Christians muscled in

Made it all about Jesus.

Now we have a new god:

The market controls everything.

Santa Claus wears red and white 

From a Coca Cola advert.

Midwinter and spring festivals

All about spending.

New marketing opportunities:

Hallowe'en

Mothers' Day

Fathers' Day

Big-ticket weddings

Overpriced funerals.

Dear Tony Benn

Said we should ask:

What power have you got?

Who gave it to you?

How can we get rid of you?

It's time for gods to go.

Ned Newitt

The Cycle Inner Tube Endurance Test is 

not listed in the current Guinness Book 

of Records and it is uncertain the the 

Manchester record of 9,400 pumps of air 

still stands. Given the continued 

connection between Secularism and 

cycling, is it time for a renewed attempt 

on this forgotten record?

 

The Secular Society holds the record for 

being oldest secular society in the 

world. In November 1931 another 

record attempt was made at the Secular 

Hall.

The above photo shows a cycle inner 

tube being pumped up to destruction. 

However, it is a unclear why it is in the 

shape of a banana rather than a wheel.

SECULAR HALL WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT
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Recent Secular 
Society Activity

Note from the editor
Unfortunately several people’s 
contributions to the Secularist are 
not included in this edition. This is 
caused by the pressure on space 
due to the tragic loss of three 
members. Among the items 
missing is a report of the LSS 
Annual General Meeting. All these 
items will appear in due course.

Board Meeting
26th January 2014

The National Secular Society has 
challenged a requirement that 
parents in Greece must declare 
their religion on children's birth 
certificates in an intervention at 
the European Court of Human 
Rights.

In Papanikolaou v Greece, the 
ECHR is considering whether the 
obligation violates article nine of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights, which protects the 
right to freedom of religion and 
belief.
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Anthony Matthew

Dr Jonathon Brooks was due to give 

this talk on 5th July but as he is a 

consultant for the Dutch police and 

was called to the Netherlands at 

short notice, it had to be postponed 

for a week.  Jonathon has a PhD in 

biochemistry from Leicester  

University and is a director of 

Integritas Global Consultancy. 

Taphonomy is  the study of  

decomposition and a forensic 

taphonomist applies that knowledge 

to criminal investigations. It 

occupies a stage in the examination 

of a corpse between an autopsy 

conducted by a pathologist and the 

analysis of bones carried out by an 

a r c h a e o l o g i s t  o r  p h y s i c a l  

anthropologist. Taphonomy is a 

science which still has much to 

d i s c o v e r  a n d  a n  o b v i o u s  

requirement is a supply of bodies to 

study. The way in which they 

decompose varies depending on 

whether they lie on the surface or are 

buried or immersed as well as 

temperature, soil composition, the 

prevalence of scavengers or insects 

and many other variables. An early 

stage of decomposition is that the 

abdomen becomes inflated with gas 

which may lead to rupture and 

eventually all that is left is skin and 

bone after insects, fungi and micro-

organisms have extracted all 

nutrition. Ideally they would be 

human bodies and there are research 

s i t e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t h e  

Netherlands at which donated 

bodies are left so they can be 

examined at various stages but so far 

there has not been permission for a 

similar facility in Britain. The next 

best alternative is to use pigs, which 

are similar to humans in size and in 

the nature of their skin. 

In many investigations the first stage 

is to find the body, often using  dogs 

with a handler. The dog needs to be 

trained and that will be using pigs, 

with the hope that the dog will 

transfer its skills to finding human 

remains. We do not know exactly 

how they do that and what scents 

they can detect but their ability is 

remarkable, even being able to detect 

a body submerged in a metre of 

water. Various clues are used to work 

out how long the body has been in 

position and how long since death. 

The personal belongings with the 

body may provide evidence as when 

a violent event has caused a watch 

(or these days a mobile phone) to 

stop. Other clues are the degree of 

development of blowflies which 

soon find a dead body and the 

biochemical composition of the 

vitreous humour in the eye, while in 

some cases there is fortunately 

CCTV evidence. Other clues are 

used to identify the body – clothing, 

b o d i l y  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  ( a n d  

p r e s u m a b l y  t h o s e  f a m i l i a r  

techniques of fingerprints, dental 

records and DNA). However, there is 

much we do not know about how 

organic material is affected over time: 

a leather shoe has been excavated 

from Hadrian's Wall, but what it is 

about the surrounding conditions 

that has allowed it to survive intact so 

long?

T h e  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  o u r  

knowledge should be taken into 

account when assessing the evidence 

of an expert witness in a criminal 
c o n t i n u e d o v e r l e a f

The Life of a Forensic Taphonomist

Leicester Secularist 

Exhumed bodies of victims of the 1995 Srebrenica Genocide in a mass grave. 
found in 2007.  (Photo: Adam Jones - Wikipedia)

Dr Jonathon Brooks PhD  Director of 
Forensic Training at Integritas Global 
Consultancy Ltd
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trial. In 1990 Christine Jackson, a 

three-year-old black girl ,  in 

Mississippi was abducted, raped, 

killed and dumped in a swamp. In 

1992 the same happened to Courtney 

Smith. In the meantime Levon 

Brooks had been convicted of the 

first crime, so if both crimes were 

committed by the same person it 

could not have been him. However, 

the prosecutors argued the second 

crime was a copycat and Kennedy 

Brewer was convicted of that. A 

forensic odontologist, Michael West, 

testified that bite marks on the 

bodies matched the dentition of the 

suspects as shown by plaster casts 

fitting together, and that convinced 

the jury. Adam Freeman, a former 

president of the American Board of 

Forens ic  Odonto log is t s  was  

doubtful about the reliability of such 

evidence and carried out a test of 

whether those in the profession 

could identify bite marks at all from 

such data and found that most of 

them could not. Michael West was 

suspended and the prisoners were 

released – but only after they had 

served 25 years between them.

There were many atrocities during 

the Bosnia war of 1992-94 including 

8,000 men and boys deposited in a 

mass grave in Srebrenica. Some 

bodies were later dug up and buried 

elsewhere so in some cases parts of a 

body were scattered. Jonathon has 

been involved in exhuming remains 

and helping to identify them. 

Sometimes there are layers of bodies 

which were buried at different times.  

Where there are many bodies 

together those round the periphery 

may have decomposed to skeletons 

while those in the centre have been 

relatively preserved by the lack of 

oxygen there. This can be dangerous 

work because the perpetrators 

sometimes put a grenade in the 

mouth of a corpse, primed to 

explode if it were examined, so X-

rays are used to check for that.

Integritas runs an accredited 

c o n t i n u e d

p r o g r a m m e  i n  c r i m e  s c e n e  

investigation, emphasising the 

many branches of science that may 

be employed - ecology, botany, 

entomology, taphonomy, the study 

of pollen (palynology) – and how 

each investigator should be aware of 

the limitations of his or her 

knowledge. Extreme care is required 

so that vital evidence is not 

accidentally destroyed. Rigorous 

proof is required to show that 

experts do meet exacting standards 

and the length of their experience is 

not sufficient to show that.

Questions from the audience is 

included one about the relevance of 

the now popular university courses 

in forensic science to the real job of a 

crime scene investigator. Another 

was about the psychological support 

available for those engaged in this 

harrowing work. Finally it was 

hoped that the common attitude 

towards death in Britain might 

evolve so that it would be possible 

run a “body farm” for research here.

First ‘Apostasy Day’ defends 
the right to leave religion

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

An international coalition of ex-Muslim organisations has marked the first Apostasy 
Day, in defence of the right to renounce or change religion and of freedom of 
thought, conscience and belief.

Twe nt y - fo u r  ex - M u s l i m  g ro u ps  
organised the day on Saturday 22 
August, to coincide with a UN day which 
commemorates the victims of acts of 
violence based on religion or belief.

The organisations included the Council 
of Ex-Muslims of Britain (CEMB) and 
similar groups from Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East, North Africa, North America 
and the Pacific.

Human rights activist Maryam Namazie 
launched a petition to mark the day, 
which has received almost 6,000 
signatures at the time of writing.

The National Secular Society is among 
groups who have lent support to the 
petition. 

The petition, which has been translated 
into 13 languages including English, calls 
for:

· The commemoration of the victims 
of apostasy laws.

· An end to the criminalisation of 
apostates and the death penalty for 
apostasy in countries under Islamic 
laws.

· An end to shunning, threats honour-
related violence from families of 
apostates.

· Affirmation of freedom of thought, 
conscience and belief as well as 
opinion and expression, in 
compliance with the United Nation 
Declaration of Human Rights.

It notes that abandoning or renouncing 
religion is effectively punishable by 
death in 12 Muslim-majority countries, 
and that those deemed apostates face 
violence,  threats  and shunning 
elsewhere.

In the week after Apostasy Day, CEMB 
said it had been "a huge success". 
Maryam Namazie said 83,000 people 
had engaged in the day, reaching 
233,000 people.

Activists showed their support for 

Apostasy Day on social media
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Disclaimer, Code of Conduct and Copyright

The Leicester Secularist is a not-for-profit 
undertaking of Leicester Secular Society. 
Please note that the views and proposals 
expressed in this journal are not necessarily 
those of the Editor or the Board of the Society, 
and the Editor, the Society and its officers 
accept no liability for views expressed. As the 
journal of a Freethought organisation any 
member’s views may be published subject to 
the usual constraints of avoiding libel, 
occasional editing to fit the space available and 
intrinsic merit. 

The contents may be reproduced at will unless 
the item is accompanied by a copyright symbol. 
An acknowledgement of the source (for 
original material) would be appreciated - with a 
link to the Society website.
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President: Ned Newitt
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John Catt

Tel: 01509 211468

Company Secretary:  

Anthony Matthew 
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Mike Burden

Tel: 07722 782727 
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Mike Burden and Gillian Lighton

Audio-visual kit

Normally held by Mike Burden

president@Lsec.org.uk

chair@Lsec.org.uk

memsec@Lsec.org.uk

secretary@Lsec.org.uk

rooms@Lsec.org.uk

secularist@Lsec.org.uk

library@Lsec.org.uk

www.leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

Gillian Lighton

Secularist Editor: Ned Newitt

Library and archives

Gillian Lighton

Leicester Secular Society

Registered Office: 

Secular Hall, 75 Humberstone Gate, 
Leicester LE1 1WB

Email: 
mail@leicestersecularsociety.org.uk

Website: 

Leicester Secular Society is a company 
limited by guarantee Reg. No 06292639 

Events Coordinator: Gillian Lighton

from the National Secular Society

A timely new book by Humanists 

UK President Alice Roberts and 

Chief Executive Andrew Copson is 

to offer universal lessons on finding 

meaning, purpose, and joy in our 

ever more uncertain world.

The Little Book of Humanism, 

published on 27 August, shares over 

two thousand years of humanist 

wisdom through an uplifting 

collection of illustrations, stories, 

quotes, and meditations on how to 

live an ethical and fulfilling life, 

grounded in reason and humanity. 

The book quotes everyone from 

ancient philosophers like Epicurus 

a n d  M e n c i u s ,  t h r o u g h  t o  

contemporary humanist sources of 

inspiration such as Frozen and The 

Good Place actor Kristen Bell, the 

novelists Zadie Smith and Margaret 

Atwood, and the playwright and 

poet Wole Soyinka.

It examines how humanity came to 

be, our unique place in the world, 

and why humanists reject religious 

explanations, before offering 

reflections on how to be good, how 

to live well, and how to think clearly. 

It emphasises the need to celebrate 

diversity and promote equality and 

why we should rely on science for 

the answers to many of life’s most 

important questions. Finally, it offers 

some particularly timely reflections 

on death and dealing with loss. It 

does all of this whilst drawing upon 

a cornucopia of humanist thought 

from many of the world’s greatest 

thinkers, accompanied by beautiful 

original illustrations.

The book can be purchased from 

Waterstones, Amazon, Blackwell’s, 

and all good bookshops, with both 

hardback and eBook available at 

£7.99 RRP. It is published by Piatkus 

Books, an imprint of Little, Brown. 

Author royalties from the book go 

towards supporting the work of 

Humanists UK.

Little Book of Humanism offers 
universal lessons on finding 
meaning, purpose, and joy

Leicester Secularist 

Ancient 
philosophical 
quandary solved?
Time to resolve the 
question that Aristotle, 
Plutarch, Macrobius, 
each pondered and 
opined on - the 
philosophical causality 
dilemma. 

Now we can answer the 
question. Yesterday I 
went on to Amazon, I 
ordered two items for 
delivery; a chicken and 
an egg. 

I’ll get back to you with 
a result 

Pete Stone
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