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Religious bullies seek to impose:

BLASPHEMY LAW BY STEALTH
In Batley a mob forced a religious 

education teacher into hiding over a 

lesson on blasphemy -  and 

reactionaries hounded the Labour 

candidate during the recent by-

election with homophobic abuse, 

largely because of her support of 

inclusive relationships and sex 

education.

A loud group of intolerant Muslims 

gathered at the gates of a school 

demanding a teacher's dismissal 

because they objected to a resource 

he used in class. The school 

suspended the teacher and issued a 

grovelling apology. The teacher 

faced threats, and soon afterwards 

two of his colleagues were also 

suspended.

Reinstated

A local investigation has found that 

the resource which the teacher 

showed (a cartoon of Islam's prophet 

Muhammad) was not used with any 

ill intent. The teacher was nominally 

reinstated. But he and his colleagues 

cannot return to work because they 

fear they could be attacked. 

Meanwhile the investigation has 

effectively enforced a blasphemy 

taboo on the school by saying the 

cartoon, or similar ones, should not 

be used again.

The teacher at the centre of the row 

has been driven out of the area and 

into hiding. The religious bullies that 

hounded him have got what they 

wanted. Other schools around the 

country will have taken note.

Parliament

Now a Labour MP, Naz Shah, has 

effectively called for a blasphemy 

law as  she  highl ighted the  

"emotional harm" caused by 

depictions of Muhammad. She 

highlighted the government's 

argument that courts should be able 

to recognise the "emotional harm" 

caused by damage to statues and 

memorials and drew a link to the 

"emotional harm" caused by 

cartoons of  Is lam's  prophet  

Muhammad. She implied that   

religious figures such as Muhammad 

were being denied equal protection 

to secular ones such as Oliver 

Cromwell and Winston Churchill.

Leicester Secular Society

At its July meeting the Board of 

Leicester Secular Society expressed 

its support for the Batley teachers and 

rejected MP Naz Shah’s  implicit 

support for a blasphemy law. 

President of LSS, Ned Newitt said: 

“There is a right to free expression. There 

is a right to a religion or belief. There is no 

right not to be offended.”

Batley Grammar School without the religious fanatics. Wikipedia

Thanks to Alastair Litchen and Stephen Evans 

of the NSS for much of the above. 
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Sunday 31st January - 6.30pm
 Alan Desmond: A Matter of Time: Should 
Unlawfully Present Migrants Be Deported or 
Allowed to Remain? 
This talk will investigate if allowing unlawfully 
resident migrants to remain is preferable to states’ 
preferred policy of pursuing deportation. Alan 
Desmond is a lecturer at the University of Leicester 

Sunday 7th February - 6.30pm
Stuart Warburton: A View from the Lounge – A 
Medieval Coalmine in Leicestershire The talk will 
examine the archaeology, artefacts, the 
construction of the mine shaft and workings it 
served.  He will look at the working conditions of 
the miners, their life style and the clothes they 
wore. Stuart is a retired Museum Curator.

Sunday 14th February - 6.30pm
Darwin Day lecture 
George Beccaloni: 'Alfred Russel Wallace and 
Natural selection: the real story'

Sunday 21st February - 6.30pm
Dr Jamie Woodcock The Gig Economy - Jamie looks 
at the gig economy, discussing how work is changing 
and how workers are responding. He is a senior 
lecturer at the Open University 

Sunday 28th February - 6.30pm
Ralph Dransfield: Meet the Producers Ralph  and 
his wife have been involved with Traidcraft  for 
many years.  In this talk Ralph will focus on their 
visit to Vietnam. 
Sunday 7th March - 6.30pm  Anniversary Lecture
(140 years since the opening of our Hall)
Emma Wadsworth-Jones: 'Humanists at Risk'. 
Emma is the Humanists At Risk Coordinator of 
Humanists International. 

Sunday 14th March - 6.30pm
International Women’s Day lecture 
Yasmin Rehman: Fundamentalisms and the 
consequences for Women’s Rights Yasmin is a 
feminist, human rights activist and researcher. She is 
currently CEO at JUNO Women’s Aid  in Nottingham. 

Sunday 21st March - 6.30pm
Bruce Wakerly: Reopening the Ivanhoe Line - The 
Leicester-Burton line was closed to passengers after 
the Beeching cuts of 1964. There have been several 
attempts at getting this line reopened over the 
years. 

Leicester Secular Society

LOCKDOWN LECTURES
join the meeting via ZOOM - login details:
https://us04web.zoom.us  
Meeting ID: 195 450 481 Password: 019219

The National Secular Society is running an appeal for 

money to restore the grave of its founder Charles 

Bradlaugh. The memorial in Brookwood Cemetery, 

Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 

incomplete memorial  as it is today.

In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 

grandson) told reporters that delegates attending the 

international congress the World Union of Freethinkers  

were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 

surmounts the Bradlaugh tomb had been removed, 

apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 

monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html
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An update on the Ugandan Humanist schools compiled from 

Steve Hurd’s emails to Leicester Secular Society. 

The prolonged closure of schools in Uganda due to 

Covid has led many private schools to become 

insolvent and to close. This includes two Moslem 

primary schools close to the  Isaac 

Newton and Mustard Seed High Schools.

Parents 

Secular Humanist

wanted the schools to be taken over and run on 

secular principles since they were concerned about 

their children being indoctrinated. In May, UHST  

managed to buy the two schools, thanks to donations 

and a legacy of £38,000 . 

There is still a lot to do to bring them up to standard. 

However, there is enough money to make a good start 

on this. We have worked out a programme to refurbish 

the schools, improve the water supply, construct decent 

toilets, appoint teachers with some pay in advance so 

they can have some confidence that they will be looked 

after. Each school needs a playground for the little ones 

and books, educational toys and learning materials.

Covid in Uganda

In June, the Covid situation in Uganda worsened. 

Hospitals overflowed with patients. ICU facilities could 

not cope and supplies of oxygen and medicines were 

running out. Peter Kisirinya, Director of Isaac Newton 

School, says that ambulance sirens can be heard 

throughout the day and local joiners are doing a big 

trade in coffins. It is becoming reminiscent of the 

situation 20 years ago when HIV/AIDS was at its peak. 

Two of the school askaris (security guards) are ill, as are 

the three guards at Mustard Seed School. So far, no 

teachers or students have succumbed to the virus, but it 

is a worrying time for all.

Survival

All the Humanist Schools have a close relationship with 

their communities and wish to help them at this time of 

need. There are families of school children around the 

school who are literally starving due to the loss of 

livelihoods. The schools are doing what they can to help 

by providing maize meal and beans to feed the 

children. The builders at Katumba Parents Humanist 

Primary School are marooned due to travel restrictions. 

So, we are providing money to enable them to finish off 

the school. At the present time, all our efforts need to be 

focused on ensuring that the schools survive.

Families in the two communities were delighted. They 

have seen the difference that Humanist schools, based 

on reason, compassion and tolerance, can make to their 

children and indeed to the whole community around 

them and they will do all they can to support the new 

schools.

UHST RESCUES TWO FAILED PRIMARY SCHOOLS

You can help the schools by making a donation. Transfers 
can be made to: 

Uganda Humanist Schools Trust (UK), A/C 00455909, 
Lloyds Banks Sort Code 30-95-91. 

You can also donate via the UHST website:  
https://ugandahumanistschoolstrust.org. 
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Free debate 
under attack

Leicester Secularist 

New conditions to minimise the risk of infections

Our  v i s ion  for  a  secu lar  
democracy is underpinned by the 
fundamental human right to free 
speech. Without this, democracy 
cannot exist. Recent events at a 
grammar school in Batley are 
another warning sign that liberal 
secular principles are in retreat.

Currently it is conservative 
Islamic groups leading the 
charge, but this is not confined to 
one group. Anti-LGBT Christian 
groups have supported these 
protests. How long before other 
religious groups start mobilising 
on their own pet issues? 

Some white parents object to 
schools teaching about racism 
and colonialism. Some Hindu 
groups are bitterly opposed to 
caste discrimination being 
mentioned in A-level coverage of 
Hinduism. 

Where religious authorities 
control schools, very little 
outside pressure is needed to 
enforce such taboos. 

The number of schools that will 
have religious mobs baying at 
their gates may be relatively 
small, but many more will be 
intimidated into silence. 

I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  
contemporary religious issues, 
then I can think of very few more 
pertinent than debates over 
offending Islamic blasphemy 
taboos. 

Any student passionate about RE 
would love to debate the lines 
between free speech, religious 
criticism, and needless offence. 
After Batley, many won't get the 
chance. I expect many teachers 
will be quietly putting that 
particular lesson plan in the bin.

                       Alastair Litchen NSS

The Board of the Leicester Secular 

Society has agreed that the Sunday 

lecture programme should restart in 

the Secular Hall in September. It is 

also hoped that the Hall would be 

open for the Heritage Open Days on 

September 12th and 19th. 

Uncertainty

However it was acknowledged that 

there remains a huge amount of 

uncertainty over the future path of 

the pandemic. It is possible that if the 

situation worsens once again, 

lectures would have to be given via 

Zoom. All of this makes it a very 

difficult job for our events organiser 

Gillian Lighton. 

The Hall has been open for lettings 

since June and various groups have 

made bookings. However, they have 

had to comply with the new 

additions to the conditions of room 

hire which are shown on the right. 

The resumption of the lecture 

programme follows the longest 

period of closure of the Hall since it 

opened in 1881. The Hall has been 

closed since the beginning of 

lockdown in March 2020.

Despite the occasional long summer 

break, the Hall has been in 

continuous use over the last 140 

years. During the Spanish Flu 

epidemic in October 1918, when 350 

Leicester people died in one week, 

crowded meetings were held at the 

Hall. Despite the bombing of the 

Freeman Hardy and Willis building 

(former International Hotel) in 1940, 

the Hall also remained open. 

 

Confidence

Despite the Government’s ‘gung ho’ 

l i f t ing of  restr ict ions,  these 

conditions will remain in place. It is 

hoped that they give people 

sufficient confidence to return to the 

Hall for the Sunday night lectures. 

Longest ever closure

New Room Hire Conditions

These new conditions are:

Each group must have a 

nominated person who is 

present throughout the meeting 

and is responsible for the safe 

management of the event.

Please do not come to the 

meeting more than 15 minutes 

before the time of the meeting. 

Do not wait outside the building 

but enter wearing a mask.

Please sanitise your hands on 

entering the Hall.

All visitors must record their 

contact details - they will only be 

kept for 21 days.

P l e a s e  m a i n t a i n  s o c i a l  

distancing as far as possible 

while in the Hall.

Do not exceed maximum 

numbers (20 for the Gimson 

room, 4 for the Harriet Law 

room).

Please keep windows and 

inner doors open where possible 

to increase ventilation.

We are unable to allow use of 

the kitchen at present. Please 

bring your own drinks - no food 

allowed.

Please use the ground floor 

accessible toilet if possible

At the end of the meeting, 

please leave tables, chairs and 

audio visual equipment in place 

to allow them to be sanitised 

before the next group arrives.

These are designed to minimise the 

risk of infection and allow the 

necessary cleaning to take place.

These restrictions may change at 

short notice so if you hire the room 

regularly, please check before each 

meeting. We hope to be able to ease 

them gradually. Unfortunately, we 

will be unable to re-book any group 

where individuals do not comply.   

§
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§
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HALL LECTURES TO RESTART 
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THE NON-RELIGIOUS AT RISK; SUPPORTING HUMANISTS ABROAD
be made. Advice is given, for 

example, on claiming asylum and 

obtaining evidence of persecution 

and moral support is often crucial to 

those who are isolated by their 

values and beliefs.  

Emma highlighted the work which 

needs to be done to raise awareness 

that freedom of religion includes the 

freedom to be non-religious and to 

highlight the risks to this group in 

parts of the world where many live 

in fear of being accused of 

blasphemy and the consequences. 

Emma leads on the 'End Blasphemy 

Laws' campaign.  This is a coalition 

of organisations and individuals set 

up in 2015 following the Charlie 

Hebdo attacks.  The website  

documents very clearly the situation 

in every country in the world as well 

as highlighting individual cases.  

Humanists International also 

publishes the annual Freedom of 

Thought Report which assesses every 

country in the world on the basis of 

human rights and the legal status 

with regard to the non-religious.  

Their Humanists at Risk: Action Report 

is more personal, exposing the 

discrimination, persecution and 

isolation suffered by individuals in 

many parts of the world.

Emma talked about the high-profile 

case of Mubarak Bala.  Although he 

has st i l l  not  been released,  

Humanists International has 

ensured that he has lawyers, the 

judge in Abuja High Court has ruled 

that his continued detention is illegal 

and has ordered his release and the 

international attention his case has 

received, combined with behind the 

scenes advocacy provides him with 

some protection.

Emma also spoke of some recent 

encouraging successes, including 

the Scottish government agreeing to 

amend their Hate Crime Bill.  The 

140th anniversary lecture - March 

7th 2021 - Emma Wadsworth-

Jones

We, of course, never anticipated that 

our 140th anniversary lecture would 

be an online event and therefore 

without the traditional birthday 

cake!  Nevertheless, the lecture was 

worthy of the occasion.  In her talk, 

Emma explored the  myriad 

challenges that the non-religious 

across the globe face in everyday life 

and described in detail the ways in 

which the humanist community is 

trying to support them.

E m m a  j o i n e d  H u m a n i s t s  

International as the world's only full-

time Humanists at Risk Coordinator 

last year. She is responsible for 

m a n a g i n g  H u m a n i s t s  

International's casework and 

campaigning activities on behalf of 

humanists at risk, working in 

coordination with the rest of the 

team, member organisations and 

international partners.  

Humanists International have 

limited resources and their number 

of referrals is steadily increasing so it 

is necessary to prioritise those most 

in need of support.  Each request is 

carefully assessed and verified.  

They work with individuals to help 

identify ways to manage their risk, to 

identify the kind of support they 

might need and what is in their best 

interest. Consent to act on someone's 

behalf is crucial to the process as it 

could be harmful for someone to be 

publicly associated with a humanist 

organisation. Emma emphasised 

that much of the work they do cannot 

be widely known in order to protect 

the people involved.

The organisation is able to provide a 

limited number of small grants to 

help individuals cover legal, 

medical, travel and living expenses.  

Referrals to other organisations may 

Gillian Lighton

case against the Sri Lankan rationalist 

writer, Shakthika Sathkumara has 

finally been dropped, 22 months after 

his original arrest for allegations that 

a short story he had written hurt the 

religious feelings of Buddhists and 

advocated hatred.   She was 

particularly pleased that Afghan 

h u m a n i s t  J o s e f  M o r a d i  h a s  

eventually after 6 years been granted 

asylum in Norway, as this coincides 

w i t h  n e w  g u i d e l i n e s  w h i c h  

emphasise that non-believers or 

those who have left a religion should 

be treated equally with those who 

have converted to another faith.  She 

emphasised that change takes time 

but does happen and long term work 

for the rights of non-religious asylum 

seekers has yielded results.

Emma reminded us that Covid-19 is 

having a  ser ious  impact  on 

individuals at risk.  In some places 

the pandemic is regarded as a 

p u n i s h m e n t  f r o m  G o d  f o r  

blasphemy.  Travel and movement to 

s a f e t y  h a s  b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d .   

Additionally, prisoners of conscience 

are held in conditions which make 

them particularly vulnerable to the 

virus.

This  was  an  inspir ing  ta lk ,  

exceptionally clear and well-

presented and a reminder of how 

fortunate we are in the time and place 

in which we live.

Emma Wadsworth-Jones
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monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html

https://humanstudies.education/
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Ralph A. Tebbutt

The lecture was presented by Jamie 

Woodcock, a Senior Lecturer at the 

Open University and a member of the 

Independent Workers Union of Great 

Britain (IWGB). He discussed the 

question of how work is changing. 

He began from the standpoint that 

workers, such as Uber drivers and 

deliveroo deliverers were indeed 

workers, entitled to all the statutory 

provision that workers have 

obtained. The Supreme Court has 

now ruled that this is now the case. In 

answer to a question Jamie explained 

the three categories into which 

workers are divided in Britain; 

workers,  employed and self  

employed. Workers, although not 

employed, are entitled to all the 

statutory provisions, such as 

minimum wage, sick pay, holiday 

pay and the right to join a trade 

union. He explained the way in 

which some companies are using 

what he called the contractual trick. 

That is signing people up on a 

contract under which they forego 

basic rights. The recent judgement 

now prevents this. 

Deliveroo

He discussed the commonly held 

view that workers in occupations 

such as the ones mentioned, and also 

those in call centres and other similar 

situations are difficult to organise. 

He pointed out that in fact this was 

not so. Originally Deliveroo drivers 

were encouraged, by the company, 

to gather in spaces near to where 

they would operate from. This meant 

that the deliverers would meet up 

and were able to discuss matters of 

mutual concern. Later the company 

realised their mistake, but the 

deliverers also realised the strength 

that meeting up gave them. 

There is also a suggestion that 

technology is working in favour of 

the bosses, but it has been found that 

it can also work in favour of the 

workers. Social media has created a 

new means of communication 

between workers. There is a 

suggestion that precarious work, 

involving mainly young workers, in 

a changing situation, does not have 

an effect upon the economy. 

However, the fact is that many 

strikes by Deliveroo workers have 

spread and been coordinated across 

Europe. As the delivery riders meet 

up and gossip, they share their anger 

a t  the  s i tuat ions  they  f ind  

themselves in and begin to see the 

need to organise.

Grievances 

As they organise, they find new 

ways of taking action. Key to this is 

the use of strike action. They find 

ways of working together. The 

Speaker outlined three aspects of 

this development. The first was the 

increasing contact between platform 

workers ;  there is  a  lack of  

communication in that there is no 

way in which the grievances felt by 

the worker can be expressed to the 

management; there was a growing 

internationalisation of platform 

workers. The lack of communication 

for Platform workers is due to the 

fact that the Platforms do not want to 

be seen communicating with their 

workers because of the legal 

situation. They therefore rely on 

algorithms on their media sites. The 

result of this lack of communication 

is that small grievances cannot be 

addressed and so small grievances 

become more serious. The only way 

that the workers can raise their 

concerns is through taking strike 

action. What is found in practice is 

that there is considerable interaction 

between people who use the roads 

( Ub e r,  D e l i ve r oo ,  t r a n sp or t  

workers). When strike actions take 

place, there is usually a quick 

settlement. The result of this is that 

the strike does not get much publicity 

and so few people are aware of the 

action. 

International dimension

The Speaker described his experience 

in working with Platform workers in 

Bangalore and Cape Town and 

showed how experiences in different 

countries were being shared and an 

international network was being 

built up. He noted that this is 

something that would not have 

happened ten years ago. This is an 

important dynamic, with forms of 

low paid work, many waves of action 

all giving a shared image of ways of 

work. He referred to cleaners in 

London and Paris. The spread of 

Platforms is facil itating new 

connections.

Solidarity

He summarised: they are not isolated 

nor difficult to organise; they are 

connected, digital is no barrier; there 

are more strikes than in other sectors; 

there is a high level of activity; the 

global feature of work is a basis for 

trans national  solidarity.  He 

discussed the concept of flexibility. 

Countering the suggestion that we 

had to give up certain rights as 

workers in order to obtain flexibility, 

he argued that the two are not in fact 

contradictory. Workers can have 

flexibility and retain their rights as 

workers. The Covid crisis has shone a 

light on many of these relationships. 

The attempt by Platforms to place all 

the responsibility on the workers can 

be resisted. The risks are self-

isolation and the danger of the 

contractual trick (ie signing away 

rights in accepting the contract). Both 

of these can be prevented. 

In terms of numbers, the size of the 

platform work force is small in 

comparison to the total work force, 

but what is happening in this area of 

work is more widely relevant. 

T H E G I G E C O N O M Y
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Desmond is a lecturer at the University of Leicester 
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Stuart Warburton: A View from the Lounge – A 
Medieval Coalmine in Leicestershire The talk will 
examine the archaeology, artefacts, the 
construction of the mine shaft and workings it 
served.  He will look at the working conditions of 
the miners, their life style and the clothes they 
wore. Stuart is a retired Museum Curator.

Sunday 14th February - 6.30pm
Darwin Day lecture 
George Beccaloni: 'Alfred Russel Wallace and 
Natural selection: the real story'

Sunday 21st February - 6.30pm
Dr Jamie Woodcock The Gig Economy - Jamie looks 
at the gig economy, discussing how work is changing 
and how workers are responding. He is a senior 
lecturer at the Open University 

Sunday 28th February - 6.30pm
Ralph Dransfield: Meet the Producers Ralph  and 
his wife have been involved with Traidcraft  for 
many years.  In this talk Ralph will focus on their 
visit to Vietnam. 
Sunday 7th March - 6.30pm  Anniversary Lecture
(140 years since the opening of our Hall)
Emma Wadsworth-Jones: 'Humanists at Risk'. 
Emma is the Humanists At Risk Coordinator of 
Humanists International. 

Sunday 14th March - 6.30pm
International Women’s Day lecture 
Yasmin Rehman: Fundamentalisms and the 
consequences for Women’s Rights Yasmin is a 
feminist, human rights activist and researcher. She is 
currently CEO at JUNO Women’s Aid  in Nottingham. 

Sunday 21st March - 6.30pm
Bruce Wakerly: Reopening the Ivanhoe Line - The 
Leicester-Burton line was closed to passengers after 
the Beeching cuts of 1964. There have been several 
attempts at getting this line reopened over the 
years. 
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The National Secular Society is running an appeal for 

money to restore the grave of its founder Charles 

Bradlaugh. The memorial in Brookwood Cemetery, 

Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 

incomplete memorial  as it is today.

In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 

grandson) told reporters that delegates attending the 

international congress the World Union of Freethinkers  

were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 

surmounts the Bradlaugh tomb had been removed, 

apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 

monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html
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George Robson was one of the 

Secular Society’s most remarkable 

members. Although he had no 

formal education, he became a well  

respected botanist. He was a friend 

of Tom Barclay and the Unitarian 

missionary Joseph Dare. He worked  

at Corah’s with Tom Barclay and was 

active in the Leicester Hosiery 

Union. Both were supporters of the 

secularist Charles Bradlaugh. 

Robson was an enthusiast ic  

naturalist and during the 1870s 

made a complete collection of 

specimens of Leicestershire moths, 

butterflies, beetles and plants. He 

won several prizes from the 

Museum for his additions to their 

 In the Midland Naturalist 

of 1879, Robson was described as: 

‘a Leicester stocking-maker...who has 

found means for self-cultivation while 

bringing up a large family on the 

earnings of his frame. There are probably 

not a dozen men in Leicester of all classes 

who know as much about the Natural 

History of their district as he does...’ 

In the same magazine, Robson 

published records of 40 water 

beetles. He wrote that ‘Hunting the 

beetles, under the invigorating 

influences of fresh air and sunshine was 

all pleasure.’ Robson donated 92 

water beetles to the Leicester 

Museum in 1877 and a collection of 

Rove Beetles (Staphylinidae) in 1879. 

From 1875-1885 he gave 1,200 

species of plants to the museum. 

One collection, consisting of 400 

species, was wholly Leicestershire. 

The other collection, containing 800, 

was partly Leicestershire. His dried 

plant  spec imens  are  in  the  

M a n c h e s t e r  M u s e u m  a n d  

Birmingham University collections. 

Many of the specimens he found 

came from the Thurcaston and 

Bradgate area.

The collections were very probably a 

collections. 

bye product of the Sunday walks of 

local radicals which he also 

commemorated in poetry. In 1876, his 

book: The Twentieth Walk-out of All 

Saints' Open Discussion Class, and 

other Poems was published in 

Leicester. It was given a very 

favourable review in the Leicester 

Chronicle:

We had been told that its author was a 

poor working-man: that he was born in 

the most forlorn and wretched quarter of 

our old town; that he never had a single 

day's education in his life, and yet we 

found that his verses evince a capacity for 

philosophising, a refinement of taste and 

a power of expression, which prove him to 

be possessed of culture and education in 

the very best sense of the words. The 

longer poem, which gives the name to the 

little book, is chiefly descriptive; and all 

through it the author shows an intense 

love of nature and an intimate 

acquaintance with natural objects.  

Sadly a copy of the book has yet to be 

found. In the 1880s, Robson and 

Barclay became socialists and 

supporters of William Morris. They 

founded the Leicester Branch of the 

Socialist League in 1885 and Robson 

was a frequent speaker on platforms 

at Russell Square and Humberstone 

Gate, where he specialized  in giving 

lectures on the 'iron law of wages.' He 

also wrote articles for Tom Barclay’s 

journal Country and Midland Counties 

Advertiser as well as  lecturing the 

local Science Association on the 

history of botanical classification. 

Eventually Robson gave up his job 

and sold his collection of fossils so he 

could study to be a teacher. Barclay 

described him as a working man 

scientist and recollected that he was a 

better writer than lecturer, since he 

did not always speak grammatically. 

George Robson died in 1889 aged 46.

Sources: Leicester Chronicle 22 July 1876, 12 

Nov 1881, 13 July 1889, Midland Naturalist 

nos 1 & 2, 1879, The Wyvern, 16 July 1897.

Ned Newitt

George Robson: the Working Man Scientist

A specimen of Herb-Paris or True 
Lover's Knot (Paris quadrifolia) 
collected by Robson from Sheet Hedges 
Wood, near Groby Pool in 1877  
(Manchester Museum)

Potamogeton natans L. ("Broad-leaved 
Pondweed") collected by George 
Robson in 1880 in Thurcaston.  
(Manchester Museum)
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Leicester Secularist 

There are two aspects to the housing 

crisis, supply and price. Almost 

everywhere there is housing for sale 

which those in need of housing 

would be happy to occupy but which 

they cannot afford. The crisis is 

usually presented as one of supply, 

but for many people their problem is 

not of finding a house but of paying 

for it. 

The Market

How can housing be made truly 

affordable? Even if the targets for 

building new houses and flats were 

met, the additional housing stock in 

any one year is only a small fraction 

of that which already exists and is 

probably a smaller quantity than the 

existing housing which is being 

offered for sale. The going price for a 

new house is set by the prices being 

asked for existing comparable 

houses in the area.  That price will be 

the maximum at which a sale can be 

made, generally a higher figure than 

that at which the house was 

previously bought. The price is not 

set by competition between builders 

of new houses. The market is quite 

different from that for cars or mobile 

phones, where secondhand items are 

much reduced in price. Even if 

houses could be built more cheaply, 

they would still be sold at current 

prices.

There have been several government 

gestures towards making houses 

affordable by grants or subsidised 

loans and these benefit the minority 

who qualify. But by adding to the 

money available for purchasing 

housing, their general effect is to 

raise prices, and hence to make it less 

affordable for most. That money 

from our taxes has largely ended up 

in the pockets of directors and 

shareholders of housebuilding 

companies.  

The Market

If generally lowering prices were 

possible it would not be desirable. 

The great majority of purchases are 

funded by mortgages for which the 

security is the property itself. If that 

value  drops below the level of the 

outstanding loan, then an owner 

wishing to sell will have a debt to the 

mortgagee which the sale price will 

n o t  c o ve r,  m a k i n g  a  m o ve  

impossible. If there is a prospect of 

property prices falling, mortgagees 

will refuse to make loans except on 

very onerous terms.

Financial assistance to selected 

purchasers has the effect of generally 

increasing prices, so would a better 

strategy be for the government to 

provide a direct subsidy to some 

newly built housing? Compulsory 

purchase of land at a reduced price 

would help and there could also be a 

grant for some of the building cost. 

Of course, the builder would be 

required to pass on these benefits by 

reducing the sale price. Again, this 

would only benefit the lucky 

minority of purchasers, and that 

would be twice over, with a reduced 

purchase price and also a windfall 

when the purchaser later sold at the 

general price level. This strategy 

would not increase property 

inflation but the subsidised building 

would be cheaper only temporarily.

The Market

Affordable housing does not have to 

be bought: it could be rented. Rents 

too are set at the maximum that 

tenants can pay and so often beyond 

affordable. The problem is not solved 

by subsidising rents through social 

security benefits, because that 

enables landlords to increase rents. 

However, the state can benefit the 

occupants rather than landlords if it 

owns the property  and then can set 

rents at an affordable level. This is 

quite opposed to current legislation 

which requires councils to follow 

market levels of rent. 

If councils or housing associations 

are enabled to build or acquire more 

accommodation and let it  at 

substantially lower rents then there 

will be a section of the market which 

is affordable, and if large enough will 

tend to bring down private rents. This 

is not an original policy: it is how 

council housing used to be. It will be  

expensive, but so are the existing 

subsidies, such as the suspension of 

stamp duty, which only have the 

effect of making prices unaffordable. 

The Thatcherite dream of converting 

everyone into a property owner 

through cut-price sales of council 

houses has not materialised. That 

was a bold policy in a disastrous 

direction. The time has come to be 

even more bold by reversing it with 

state owned property at lower rents.

The Market

Anthony Matthew

New homes at Felstead Road (left) and Ambassador Road (right) completed in April 
2021 & September 2020  - the very first of 29 new homes being built by Leicester 
City Council. (Leicester City Council)

A
 

Leicester

LETTERS

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

Sunday 31st January - 6.30pm
 Alan Desmond: A Matter of Time: Should 
Unlawfully Present Migrants Be Deported or 
Allowed to Remain? 
This talk will investigate if allowing unlawfully 
resident migrants to remain is preferable to states’ 
preferred policy of pursuing deportation. Alan 
Desmond is a lecturer at the University of Leicester 

Sunday 7th February - 6.30pm
Stuart Warburton: A View from the Lounge – A 
Medieval Coalmine in Leicestershire The talk will 
examine the archaeology, artefacts, the 
construction of the mine shaft and workings it 
served.  He will look at the working conditions of 
the miners, their life style and the clothes they 
wore. Stuart is a retired Museum Curator.

Sunday 14th February - 6.30pm
Darwin Day lecture 
George Beccaloni: 'Alfred Russel Wallace and 
Natural selection: the real story'

Sunday 21st February - 6.30pm
Dr Jamie Woodcock The Gig Economy - Jamie looks 
at the gig economy, discussing how work is changing 
and how workers are responding. He is a senior 
lecturer at the Open University 

Sunday 28th February - 6.30pm
Ralph Dransfield: Meet the Producers Ralph  and 
his wife have been involved with Traidcraft  for 
many years.  In this talk Ralph will focus on their 
visit to Vietnam. 
Sunday 7th March - 6.30pm  Anniversary Lecture
(140 years since the opening of our Hall)
Emma Wadsworth-Jones: 'Humanists at Risk'. 
Emma is the Humanists At Risk Coordinator of 
Humanists International. 

Sunday 14th March - 6.30pm
International Women’s Day lecture 
Yasmin Rehman: Fundamentalisms and the 
consequences for Women’s Rights Yasmin is a 
feminist, human rights activist and researcher. She is 
currently CEO at JUNO Women’s Aid  in Nottingham. 

Sunday 21st March - 6.30pm
Bruce Wakerly: Reopening the Ivanhoe Line - The 
Leicester-Burton line was closed to passengers after 
the Beeching cuts of 1964. There have been several 
attempts at getting this line reopened over the 
years. 

Leicester Secular Society

LOCKDOWN LECTURES
join the meeting via ZOOM - login details:
https://us04web.zoom.us  
Meeting ID: 195 450 481 Password: 019219

The National Secular Society is running an appeal for 

money to restore the grave of its founder Charles 

Bradlaugh. The memorial in Brookwood Cemetery, 

Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 

incomplete memorial  as it is today.

In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 

grandson) told reporters that delegates attending the 

international congress the World Union of Freethinkers  

were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 

surmounts the Bradlaugh tomb had been removed, 

apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 

monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html



8 Leicester Secularist 

Alfred Russel Wal lace & Natural Select ion

Anthony Matthew

separately. Wallace's collection was 

mainly butterflies and birds, working 

in the middle Amazon and its 

tributary the Rio Negro and 

surveying them as he went. A map 

from his survey was published by the 

Royal Geographical Society. In 1852 

he was in poor health and decided to 

return to England. Unfortunately the 

samples that he had sent back to the 

coast had been delayed by customs 

authorities. With his collection in six 

boxes he set off for England in 'Helen' 

on 12th July, but after 26 days the ship 

caught fire and sank with his 

collection and most of his notes, 

though a few drawings survived in 

the tin box that he kept for his 

valuables. After ten days in a lifeboat 

they were picked up by a cargo ship 

heading for England, though food 

ran out and they had to eat rats. 

Finally the ship nearly sank 

approaching the English coast but 

they landed at Deal on 1st October. 

Still, his agent had insured the 

c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  £ 2 0 0 ,  s o m e  

compensation for his losses, though 

Wallace reckoned it would have been 

worth £500.

In the following year Wallace wrote a 

book about palm trees and another 

about his travels, relying on his 

memory. A paper on monkeys noted 

that big rivers often formed limits to 

the extent of a particular species, a 

fact which he thought counted 

against separate creation: why would 

God create similar but different 

species on two sides of a river? 

Despite a resolution never to travel 

by ship again, in 1854 he set off for the 

Malay archipelago, starting in 

Singapore, then Sarawak, then much 

of what is now Indonesia. In eight 

years he made more than 60 journeys 

covering 14,000 miles, collecting 

110,000 insects, 7500 shells, 8050 bird 

Malay Archipeligo

Dr George Beccaloni is director of the 

Wallace Correspondence Project which  

researches the career of Alfred Wallace, 

co-author with Charles Darwin of the 

theory of the evolution of species by 

natural selection. The talk on 14th 

February was the Secular Society's 

annual Darwin Day event.

Wallace may have been the most 

famous scientist in the world when 

he died in 1913, aged 90,  the author 

of 22 books and over 1000 articles, 

though since then his fame has been 

overshadowed by Darwin's. His 

book on evolution was generously 

titled 'Darwinism' and his travel 

book 'The Malay Archipelago' has 

been in print since 1869. He was born 

in 1823 to Thomas and Mary Anne 

W a l l a c e  n e a r  U s k  i n  

M o n m o u t h s h i r e .  H i s  f a t h e r  

qualified as a solicitor but did not 

practise and lived on inherited 

wealth. In 1828 the family moved to 

Hertford and Alfred attended Hale's 

Grammar School. In 1835 the family 

met hard times and he had to leave 

school in 1837. His first job was with 

his elder brother William in London 

as a land surveyor and for the next 

six years they travelled over England 

and Wales. In 1841 they moved to 

Neath. Here Alfred began to collect 

and identify wild plants, though 

William did not approve of this 

occupation. In 1843 Alfred obtained 

a post as teacher of English, 

surveying and drawing at the 

Collegiate School, Leicester. He 

made use of the city library and  

particularly admired Malthus's 

'Principles of Population'. Here he met 

Henry Walter Bates who collected 

beetles: there were a thousand 

species within 10 miles of the town. 

In 1845 William died of a chest 

infection and Alfred moved back to 

Neath with his brother John to 

continue the surveying practice, 

though the business side of that was 

not to his taste. He maintained 

correspondence with Bates and went 

on collecting. Another influential 

book was 'Vestiges of the Natural 

History  o f  Creat ion' ,  wri t ten 

anonymously by Robert Chambers, a 

very popular account of evolution, 

regarded as only speculative in 

scientific circles. He wrote to Bates 

that this hypothesis needed to be 

confirmed by evidence. 'A Voyage up 

the River Amazon' by William 

Edwards also inspired him and 1847-

8 he suggested to Bates that they 

should travel up the Amazon 

collecting bird and animal species 

and sell duplicates to collectors to 

fund the trip. Wallace's purpose was 

to discover how evolution worked.

Shipwrecked

In 1848 they set off by ship for Pará in 

Brazil. For the first few months they 

worked together but then explored 

A photograph of Wallace taken in 
Singapore in 1862 (Wikipeadia)
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Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 
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In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 
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were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 
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apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 
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company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 
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and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 
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skins and 410 mammals and reptiles, 

including 5000 species new to 

science. His specimens were labelled 

with the species, the date and the 

location and are still held in national 

collections. As well as noting the 

colour of features that would fade he 

also recorded his finds with 

watercolours, such as a frog with 

large webbed feet allowing it to glide 

through the air.

In 1855 in Sarawak he wrote a paper 

'The Law which has Regulated the 

Introduction of New Species' which 

stated that “every species has come 

into existence coincident in time and 

space with a pre-existing closely 

allied species”. This implies that 

species evolve from close relatives 

but does not explain how. The paper 

impressed the eminent geologist 

Charles Lyell, prompting him to 

change his creationist view. In 1856 

Lyell visited Darwin, who explained 

to him his theory of natural selection, 

up till then a secret.  Following 

Lyell's advice, in May Darwin began 

to write a sketch of this idea for 

publication, in case anyone else 

should publish the same idea ahead 

of him, but he abandoned the sketch 

later that year and started on a much 

larger work.

Also in 1856, Wallace stopped in Bali 

Charles Lyell

Wallace’s Line

and noted various species that he 

had found elsewhere to the west, but 

then continuing east to Lombok he 

found a quite different range of 

species of mammals and birds, also 

to be found further east and in 

Australia, though the two islands are 

only 20 miles apart. The line dividing 

the groups of species passes 

northwards to the east of Borneo and 

is now called Wallace's line. He 

inferred that the islands to the east of 

the line had once been connected, 

and similarly for the lands to the 

west and a deep underwater trench 

between them has confirmed that. 

This was further support for his idea 

that similar species have ancestors in 

common but does not yet explain 

how those species became distinct. 

In 1858, while staying in the  island 

Halmahera,  he realised that 

Malthus's idea of competition for 

necessities of life applied not just to 

humans but to animals, so that only 

the fittest tended to survive. He 

developed the idea in a paper and 

sent it to Charles Darwin, whom he 

knew to be interested in the 

evolution of species, asking him to 

send it on to Charles Lyell, in the 

hope of some useful comments. 

The paper arrived at Darwin's house 

in June and he was shocked to see the 

similarity between Wallace's idea 

and his own. He contacted Lyell in 

consternation, saying “all my 

originality … will be smashed”. Lyell 

contacted Joseph Hooker and they 

decided to read Wallace's essay 

preceded by unpublished excerpts 

from Darwin's writing at the 

Linnaean Society of London on 1st 

July. They were published together 

under the title 'On the Tendency of 

Species to form Varieties; and on the 

Perpetuation of Varieties and Species 

by Natural Means of Selection'. This 

was without Wallace's permission or 

a l lowing  h im to  make  any  

amendments. Darwin then rushed to 

Origin of the Species

compose 'The Origin of Species by 

Means of Natural Selection', a shorter 

work than he had previously 

intended, published in November 

1859. If Wallace had not prompted 

Darwin into going into print, then he 

might have published such a book 

before Darwin, as he had been 

working on notes for that.

Wallace abandoned that book but 

continued working on many other 

subjects. He was highly honoured for 

his contribution to the theory of 

natural selection, including the Order 

of Merit. However in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries neo-Lamarckism 

(the idea that acquired characteristics 

were passed on to offspring) and 

other alternative theories came back 

into fashion. Only in the 1930s and 

1940s did natural selection come to be 

recognised as the crucial mechanism 

of evolution, tracing that to Darwin's 

'Origin of Species' and forgetting 

Wa l l a c e ' s  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  

inspiration.

Crucial Mechanism

Anthony Matthew

An illustration from The Malay 
Archipelago depicts the flying frog 
Wallace discovered.

Anthony Smith's statue of Wallace, 
looking up at a bronze model of a 
Wallace's golden birdwing butterfly. 
Natural History Museum, London, 
unveiled in 2013 (George Beccaloni)
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Anthony Matthew

Dr Beccaloni explained how he 

became involved in the Wallace 

project. In the 1990s he was working 

at the Natural History Museum and 

on his PhD and was interested in the 

evolution of animal colouration, 

which led him to Wallace. In 1998 he 

was on holiday near Broadstone in 

Dorset where Wallace is buried and 

only with difficulty he found the 

grave, hidden by conifers and 

surmounted by a fossilised tree 

trunk. He contacted the Wallace 

family and they agreed to set up a 

trust to restore the grave and to add a 

new plaque on the base explaining 

who he was. That was unveiled in 

April 2000. Wallace's grandson Dick 

still possessed many of Alfred's 

manuscripts, books and insect 

collections. The archive had been 

offered to Cambridge University 

Library, who had turned it down to 

concentrate on their Darwin 

Collection. Beccaloni persuaded the 

Natural History Museum to acquire 

it instead and he gained a grant from 

the Andrew Mellon Foundation to 

digitise the papers. The Wallace 

Correspondence Project started in 

2010 with the aim of collecting the 

voluminous letters sent or received 

by Wallace, to be transcribed and 

published:  there are over 5000 

letters eventually amounting to 

eleven volumes. The project has 

David Attenborough and Bill Bailey 

a s  p a t r o n s  a n d  a  w e b s i t e  

http://wallaceletters.info/ . However 

when it was time to apply for a new 

g r a n t  f r o m  t h e  Te m p l e t o n  

Foundation the Natural History 

Museum did not approve of the 

amount of time he spent on the 

project. He ended up resigning, 

taking the grant with him and 

eventually arranged for it to be 

administered by the Charles Darwin 

Trust. There has been progress 

transcribing letters and publishing a 

catalogue. The online archive is 

hosted by the Epsilon system 

developed by Cambridge University 

Library. There is still a need for 

further finance to continue this 

work. Beccaloni has been partly 

funded in pre-covid times by Sea 

Tr e k  S a i l i n g  A d v e n t u r e s  (  

https://www.seatrekbvi.com/ ), who 

organise tours of the islands where 

Wallace travelled while he  lectures 

on the wildlife to be seen there – 

birds, fish, turtles, insect, corals. It is 

hoped to resume these tours this 

year.

Wallace's grave in Broadstone 
Cemetery, Broadstone, Dorset, which 
was restored in 2000. It features a 7-
foot (2.1 m) tall fossil tree trunk from 
Portland mounted on a block of 
Purbeck limestone. (George 
Beccaloni)

Dr Beccaloni and the Wallace Project

Thoughtful Tales for 
Growing Minds: Chimps 

of Kyambura 
This is the second book in the series 
following 'Humfrey Hippo Moves 
Home' which was reviewed in a 
previous edition of the Secularist.  

The format is similar, with three linked 
stories for adults to read to children.  
There are regular stopping points for 
questions and discussion, giving young 
children the opportunity to talk about 
similar events and issues in their own 
lives.  The underlying themes explored 
include the need for persistence in 
achieving our goals, caring for others 
and learning and sharing.  

The stories are set in a place in Uganda 
where a small number of chimps live in 
a narrow gorge rich with a variety of 
plants and wildlife.  We are introduced 
to aspects of chimp behaviour and the 
natural history of the gorge, which will 
be as interesting to adults as to 
children. 

Steve Hurd has produced another 
wonderful book. The stories and 
characters are engaging and it is 
packed with information and ideas, all 
introduced with a light touch.  Children 
wil l  love the l ively,  colourful  
illustrations.   It would be another 
excellent resource for primary 
classroom use, particularly as it 
contains plentiful ideas for talking with 
children and additional nature notes.  

At £10 a copy this book is excellent 
value and all proceeds go to the 
Uganda Humanist Schools Trust.  
Leicester Secular Society has obtained 
a copy for its library so anyone who 
wishes to take a look can do so before 
buying it.

Gillian Lighton
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The Board has continued to meet 

monthly this year in spite of all the 

difficulties of working online.  It has 

been a huge relief to be able to meet 

at the Hall in July and to try to begin 

to tackle the backlog of tasks which 

we have been unable to address 

sat is factor i ly  whi le  meet ing 

remotely.  

We were sorry to lose Robert Bennett 

(Bobba) who resigned from the 

Board and we miss his contribution. 

We have managed to maintain an 

online programme of Sunday 

lectures with some really excellent 

speakers and to do a version of our 

'special' events.  George Beccaloni's 

Darwin Day talk proved popular 

and was well  attended, our 

anniversary lecturer was Emma 

Wadsworth-Jones from Humanists 

International and Yasmin Rehman 

gave our International Women's Day 

talk, sparking some interesting 

discussion.  Audiences have varied 

enormously – we had to turn away 

people for Ned Newitt's talk on the 

slums of Leicester but have had less 

than 20 for a couple of recent 

speakers.  In June we held our first 

walk for several years in Aylestone 

Meadows, followed by a pub lunch, 

organised by Brenda and Mike.

The Board has spent some time 

thinking about how to manage our 

return to the Hall in September, 

which is likely to be challenging 

We are planning to hold a stall at 

Pride again in September.  For the 

first time, we are to hold two Open 

Days during Heritage Open Day 

week, which we hope will attract 

people back to the Hall but in 

manageable numbers.

Apart from intermittent difficulties 

with rough sleepers and some 

necessary repairs to the roof, there 

have been surpris ingly  few 

problems with the Hall during 

closure thanks to the vigilance of our 

Hall Manager, Mike Burden.  The 

Hall is now again open for lettings 

and we continue to keep our Covid 

risk assessment and conditions of 

hire under very regular review.

Our tenants, the shop, the ballroom 

and martial arts groups are now also 

operating again.  We have managed 

to give them some support during 

lockdown.  John Catt has continued 

to manage our finances wonderfully 

well during this difficult time when 

we have had no income apart from 

some grants.

We have been working on writing 

and updating the policy documents 

which are nowadays required of an 

organisation such as ours, for 

example, health and safety, equality 

and diversity and safeguarding.  

These are now near to being 

finalised.  Paper copies will be 

available to view at the Hall and they 

will also be placed on the website.

We have continued to do our best to 

support the Uganda Humanist 

Schools Trust – the situation for the 

schools there helps to put our own 

difficulties into perspective.  We 

have also made a small donation 

towards the National Secular Society 

p r o j e c t  t o  r e s t o r e  C h a r l e s  

Bradlaugh's grave.

Other activities and campaigning 

have inevitably been limited by the 

pandemic.  However, there were 

letters in the Leicester Mercury, 

Loughborough Echo and Stamford 

Mercury about the census campaign, 

encouraging people to declare they 

were non-religious if that was the 

case.  Umesh wrote to Priti Patel 

about the situation in Uganda and 

Janet wrote to her local paper about 

humanist marriages.  Matt wrote to 

the Mercury about the new Lord 

Mayor's apparent view of the city as 

being composed of a number of 

religious blocs and his failure to 

acknowledge the non-religious 

majority.  There was a double page 

spread in the Mercury on the history 

of the Society and its Hall.  Ariadne 

T a m p i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

humanist/secularist viewpoint on the 

July Interfaith Forum on Religion and 

the Climate Emergency.

The Board would like to thank 

members and others for their support 

over the last year.  However, the next 

few months are likely to be even more 

difficult.  If you want the Society to 

survive and thrive, all members need 

to consider making a little extra effort 

to support events and to volunteer to 

help with the many tasks, both large 

and small, waiting for attention. We 

have no lack of ideas, but we do lack 

helping hands.  Please get in touch to 

discuss what is needed and what you 

can offer.

Gillian July 2021

News from the L.S.S. Board
July 2021

The Secular Society walk in Aylestone 
Meadows
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restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html
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Mary McIntyre a Zoom talk to the 

Secular Society on  16th May 2021.  

Mary describes herself as an 

' a m a t e u r '  a s t r o n o m e r  a n d  

astrophotographer, but is significant 

enough in her field to be a Fellow of 

the Royal Astronomical Society.  She 

is based at a dark sky location in 

rural Oxfordshire, a home with a 

large enough selection of telescopes 

to avert marital tensions when she 

and her fellow astronomer husband 

want to observe the same object at 

the same time!

Mary revealed that humans have 

observed the sky since the earliest of 

times; the oldest cave painting 

discovered turned out to be a sky 

chart.  This made good sense, as 

observing the changes in the sky 

allowed them to predict the seasons, 

and thereby plan their lives and 

manage their time efficiently.  By 

extrapolation they also came to 

believe that anything unusual in the 

sky, often a comet, was a predictor of 

an unusual event, although whether 

this would be good or bad depended 

on the culture.  Thus astronomy and 

astrology began as the same 

discipline.  Mary was sympathetic to 

the views of ancient peoples along 

these lines:  they were just 

desperately trying to understand the 

world around them but without any 

science.  By contrast she expressed 

outrage at the audacity of modern 

Astronomy & Astrology

astrologers, and that they could get a 

university degree in their discipline 

even though everybody knew it was 

rubbish.

She explained that when astro-

nomers talk about 'constellations', 

they are referring to the 88 odd-

shaped patches into which the sky is 

divided for mapping purposes.  The 

popular notion of a constellation, for 

example the Plough, is technically an 

'asterism'.  She recommended 

Stellarium, free software, as a good 

source of information for learning 

about the sky.

The vivid picture she painted of 

some early astronomers was not 

always in line with popular 

narrative.  Why should Aristole 

assume anything other than a 

stationary Earth; he could not feel it 

moving beneath his feet.  Tycho 

Brahe, with his part-geocentric part-

heliocentric model of the known 

universe, was a canny tactician, 

propounding a hypothesis which 

got closer to the truth while retaining 

political and religious acceptability.  

By contrast Galileo Galilei was an 

arrogant showman who at least 

partially courted his own fate.  

Whilst Caroline Herschel's parents 

could only see the unmarriageability 

of her physical appearance, her 

brother William saw the power of 

Early Astronomy 

Caroline Herschel

Ariadne Tampion

Astronomy Past and Present
her brain.  He enlisted her in his own 

astronomical endeavours, whence 

eventually she became the first 

woman to be paid for work in science.  

As for Charles Messier, Mary wished 

he could come back today and see the 

mass worship of his catalogue by 

amateur astronomers; he himself had 

listed these objects purely to 

disregard them in his search for 

comets.

The arrival of the telescope at the start 

of the seventeenth century was a 

game-changer in astronomy.  It was 

not so much an invention as a novel 

application of established lens 

technology from reading glasses and 

microscopes.  But by contrast to these 

artifacts, telescopes could be huge, 

and building them was very 

dangerous work.  Early users had to 

build their own; the Herschels built 

over 400!

The arrival of astrophotography in 

the mid-nineteenth century was no 

less an advance.  Its utility rose to 

another level with telescopes 

launched into space, flying close to 

other planets in the Solar System.  

Digital photography has allowed 

images to be produced which can be 

downloaded by anyone and which, 

as Mary put it, you can 'play with 

yourself'.  She is an enthusiastic 

artist, as well as a scientist, with her 

astronomy.  Astrophotography can 

be used to discover things, and search 

for potentially dangerous things 

coming our way.

What really made Mary's talk 

memorable, and judged by Society 

members present as 'one of our best 

ever', was the passion with which she 

infused her extensive knowledge of 

her subject.  Her first sight of little 

helicopter Ingenuity flying on Mars 

was a 'tear-jerking moment'; its 

taking of a photograph of its own 

shadow made her feel 'happy in my 

tummy'. You can find out more about 

Mary and her work from her website:

http://marymcintyreastronomy.co.uk.

Photography
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Sunday 31st January - 6.30pm
 Alan Desmond: A Matter of Time: Should 
Unlawfully Present Migrants Be Deported or 
Allowed to Remain? 
This talk will investigate if allowing unlawfully 
resident migrants to remain is preferable to states’ 
preferred policy of pursuing deportation. Alan 
Desmond is a lecturer at the University of Leicester 

Sunday 7th February - 6.30pm
Stuart Warburton: A View from the Lounge – A 
Medieval Coalmine in Leicestershire The talk will 
examine the archaeology, artefacts, the 
construction of the mine shaft and workings it 
served.  He will look at the working conditions of 
the miners, their life style and the clothes they 
wore. Stuart is a retired Museum Curator.

Sunday 14th February - 6.30pm
Darwin Day lecture 
George Beccaloni: 'Alfred Russel Wallace and 
Natural selection: the real story'

Sunday 21st February - 6.30pm
Dr Jamie Woodcock The Gig Economy - Jamie looks 
at the gig economy, discussing how work is changing 
and how workers are responding. He is a senior 
lecturer at the Open University 

Sunday 28th February - 6.30pm
Ralph Dransfield: Meet the Producers Ralph  and 
his wife have been involved with Traidcraft  for 
many years.  In this talk Ralph will focus on their 
visit to Vietnam. 
Sunday 7th March - 6.30pm  Anniversary Lecture
(140 years since the opening of our Hall)
Emma Wadsworth-Jones: 'Humanists at Risk'. 
Emma is the Humanists At Risk Coordinator of 
Humanists International. 

Sunday 14th March - 6.30pm
International Women’s Day lecture 
Yasmin Rehman: Fundamentalisms and the 
consequences for Women’s Rights Yasmin is a 
feminist, human rights activist and researcher. She is 
currently CEO at JUNO Women’s Aid  in Nottingham. 

Sunday 21st March - 6.30pm
Bruce Wakerly: Reopening the Ivanhoe Line - The 
Leicester-Burton line was closed to passengers after 
the Beeching cuts of 1964. There have been several 
attempts at getting this line reopened over the 
years. 

Leicester Secular Society

LOCKDOWN LECTURES
join the meeting via ZOOM - login details:
https://us04web.zoom.us  
Meeting ID: 195 450 481 Password: 019219

The National Secular Society is running an appeal for 

money to restore the grave of its founder Charles 

Bradlaugh. The memorial in Brookwood Cemetery, 

Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 

incomplete memorial  as it is today.

In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 

grandson) told reporters that delegates attending the 

international congress the World Union of Freethinkers  

were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 

surmounts the Bradlaugh tomb had been removed, 

apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 

monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html
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Alan Desmond is a lecturer in law at 

Leicester University and has 

previously taught in Ireland, Italy 

and Poland. The subtitle of his talk 

was 'Should unlawfully present 

migrants be deported or allowed to 

remain?' and his object was to 

propose a policy on such cases which 

was more humane but also politically 

feasible. He started by describing two 

women who had found themselves to 

be illegal immigrants, much to their 

surprise. One was born in Ireland in 

1922 and was taken to America at one 

year old, living the rest of her life 

there until applying for public 

assistance at the age of 77, when she 

w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  b e  a n  

undocumented migrant. Another 

woman born in the USA moved to 

Scotland at the age of two years but at 

the age of 80 when returning from a 

holiday in Australia was given four 

weeks in which to leave the UK. 

Neither woman had any connection 

with the country of her birth and only 

with difficulty avoided being 

uprooted late in life.

The official term 'illegal immigration' 

is objected to by many to whom it is 

applied so Alan proposed using 

'irregular migration'. It applies to 

those who arrive in an irregular 

fashion, bypassing immigration 

controls, and also to a much larger 

number of people who were admitted 

with a visa but who have overstayed. 

Naturally it is hard to get accurate 

numbers though there have been 

estimates of 10 million or more in the 

USA and around 1 million in the UK. 

The standard penalty imposed on 

such people is deportation, though in 

practice that is applied only to a 

minority. It is practically impossible 

to find and remove such large 

numbers of people and in some cases 

the countries to which they might be 

sent  re fuse  to  accept  them.  

Nevertheless, the irregular migrants 

feel  themselves at  a  r isk of  

deportation and so try to avoid 

contact with any sort of authority. 

That may include the health service, 

so they may have untreated illnesses, 

or the police, so they will not report 

when they are victims of crime, and if 

they are exploited by employers they 

have no recourse. These are also 

disadvantages from the point of view 

of the state as well: infectious diseases 

such as tuberculosis or aids are not 

c o n t r o l l e d ,  u n s a f e  w o r k i n g  

conditions are not detected and some 

migrants are pushed into crime to 

survive. At the same time the “hostile 

environment” is intended to make life 

hard for irregular migrants, with 

b a r r i e r s  a g a i n s t  l e g i t i m a t e  

e m p l o y m e n t  o r  p r o p e r  

accommodation, the objective being 

to compel them to decide that life 

would be better returning to where 

they came from, or at least to 

discourage others from arriving. It is 

hard to assess how effective this 

policy is.

In the case of the two women cited 

earlier, the only rational and humane 

decision is for their status to be 

regularised rather than enforcing the 

strict terms of the law. Alan's proposal 

is that regularisation should be a 

standard practice for those who have 

been in the country a certain length of 

time. This would be a compromise 

between a policy of removing every 

irregular migrant and one of allowing 

everyone who has entered the 

country to remain indefinitely. There 

is not much international law on 

regularisation though there is the UN 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and 

Regular Migration of 2018. Some 

migrants who have been in the 

country long enough to form a family 

have appealed to Article 8 of the 

European Convention on Human 

Rights which asserts the right to a 

private and family life as a defence 

against deportation, which the courts 

have sometimes accepted.

Regularisation has occasionally been 

used by some states but not as 

standing policy. The principle behind 

it is that those who form some roots in 

a country should thereby acquire 

some right to remain there and time of 

residence is a simple measure of that. 

The length of time would be 

somewhat arbitrary though Alan 

suggested five years and this period 

figures in other EU law on residency 

s t a t u s .  T h o s e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  

regularisation would need to prove 

how long they had been present and 

perhaps should pay an administrative 

fee (not more than the true cost). 

Another requirement would be the 

absence of a serious criminal 

conviction. The residence permit 

should be permanent or easily 

renewable and the procedure for 

getting it should be widely known.

This reasonable proposal was then 

open to discussion. There was a 

question whether the criteria for 

residency should include the level of 

education. Alan thought that might 

make the idea of regularisation more 

attractive politically though those 

with lesser skills were more in need of 

the protection that it would give. 

Irregular migrants who had been 

present for less than five years would 

still be liable to deportation and so 

might be deterred from approaching 

the health service, but Alan thought 

that could be mitigated by a 

“firewall”, by which such services 

would not pass any personal details to 

immigration authorities. Being a 

c o m p r o m i s e ,  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  

r e g u l a r i s a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  a n  

ambivalent attitude by the state 

towards migrants, tolerating them to a 

degree without fully accepting them. 

A possible argument in favour of 

regularisation is that it would be of 

economic benefit to the state, on which 

there have been some studies.

Anthony Matthew

A Matter of Time
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George was born in the Isle of Man in 
1933 and died in May of this year, aged 
87, in Kenilworth, where he lived with his 
partner of nearly 60 years, Roy Saich. 

George was a veteran campaigner for 
humanism and LGBTQ rights.  In 1974, 
George, together with Roy, was one of 
the founders of the Coventry and 
Warwickshire Humanists group and was 
their chair for many years.  He was also a 
long term member of the Secular Society. 

In 1979 George was a founding member 
of the first Gay Humanist Group, later 
renamed GALHA (Gay and Lesbian 
Humanist Group) and he subsequently 
served as their Secretary for 25 years 
until retiring in 2007. 

In 1992, George set up the Pink Triangle 
Trust, a charity which aims to advance 
the education of the public both about 
the principles and practice of humanism, 
and about all aspects of homosexuality.  

He continued as their Secretary and as a 
Trustee until the time of his death.  

George was an extrovert, a colourful 
personality, good humoured and kind.  
He was a sociable man who liked to have 
people around him.  He enjoyed good 
food and drink and was amusing 
company, with an extensive repertoire 
of anecdotes.  Speakers to the C&W 
Humanists were always taken out for a 
meal before meetings and greatly 
enjoyed the experience.  

George was nevertheless an extremely 
determined and persistent man, who 
worked hard to ensure the groups he 
was involved in continued during 
difficult times.  He was a dedicated 
campaigner for gay r ights and 
challenged prejudice wherever it was 
found, particularly if it came from 
religious sources.  He was very 
knowledgeable  and a  genuine  

George Broadhead (1933-2021)

freethinker.  He was a prolific letter 
writer to a number of publications and 
contributed regularly to the Kenilworth 
Weekly News and to a column on 
humanism in the Warwick Courier.

Anyone who met George would be 
unlikely to forget him. We should also 
remember his very considerable 
contribution to humanism and to LGBTQ 
rights, both locally and nationally, over 
the last 50 years. He will be widely 
missed.

Gillian Lighton

Sadly, Ross died in September of last 
year after a short illness.  It was a shock 
to us all, as he was such a vigorous and 
energetic person.  

Ross lived in Nottingham and though an 
active member of Nottingham Secular 
Society, he was also a long-term 
member of Leicester Secular Society. He 
regularly attended Sunday evening 
meetings together with his partner, 
Maria Peterson. He had many friends 
among our members and was widely 
admired.  

Ross was born in 1941 in Hastings and  
studied at LSE in the mid-1960s, where 
he became involved in anti-Vietnam war 
protests and was inspired by Maoist 
ideology and the cultural revolution.  
Ross subsequently lectured in Sociology 
in Liverpool and later at Loughborough 
University. 

Ross was a communist and political 
activist throughout his life, supporting 
numerous left- wing causes.  However, 
he believed that leftists should take 
more bold and direct action in their 
political protests, which led him to leave 
many of the campaigns he had 
supported because of their alleged 
t i m i d i t y.  D u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s ,  h e  

campaigned against voting, with the 
aim of drawing attention to the false 
nature of capitalist democracy. 

Ross wrote regularly on revolutionary 
theory under the name of 'Harry 
Powell'. In 2014, aged 72, Ross was 
jailed for 28 days for refusing to pay his 
council tax in protest against budget 
cuts. He considered that if only a few 
councils refused to make cuts, it would 
create a political crisis which the 
government could not ignore. His view 
was that reactionary governments tried 
to force ordinary people to pay for the 
economic consequences of the 
capitalist greed of bankers and 
financiers.  In his short time in prison, he 
made some good relationships and 
engaged in dialogue with his fellow 
prisoners, many of whom supported 
him and wished him well. 

Ross regularly held campaign stalls 
distributing communist literature and 
did so, for example, at 'Black Lives 
Matter protests, until a few months 
before the end of his life. Ross had many 
interests apart from politics, which were 
important to him.  He was a cultured 
man who read widely and could often 
be seen with a book in one hand and a 

Ross Longhurst (1941-2020)

pencil in the other.  He loved modern art, 
to the extent that he designed his new 
kitchen in a Piet Mondrian stye. He also 
loved classical music (he only listened to 
Radio 3) and jazz.  

Not everyone would agree with Ross' 
political views.  However, we should all 
admire a principled life and a man with 
clear and consistent beliefs, who 
displayed considerable courage in 
putting his principles into practice.  
Though politically combative, in private 
he was kind, considerate and always 
willing to help anyone in need.  He made 
friends easily and will be greatly missed. 

Gillian  Lighton  

A
 

Leicester

LETTERS

NATIONAL NEWS
from the National Secular Society

Sunday 31st January - 6.30pm
 Alan Desmond: A Matter of Time: Should 
Unlawfully Present Migrants Be Deported or 
Allowed to Remain? 
This talk will investigate if allowing unlawfully 
resident migrants to remain is preferable to states’ 
preferred policy of pursuing deportation. Alan 
Desmond is a lecturer at the University of Leicester 

Sunday 7th February - 6.30pm
Stuart Warburton: A View from the Lounge – A 
Medieval Coalmine in Leicestershire The talk will 
examine the archaeology, artefacts, the 
construction of the mine shaft and workings it 
served.  He will look at the working conditions of 
the miners, their life style and the clothes they 
wore. Stuart is a retired Museum Curator.

Sunday 14th February - 6.30pm
Darwin Day lecture 
George Beccaloni: 'Alfred Russel Wallace and 
Natural selection: the real story'

Sunday 21st February - 6.30pm
Dr Jamie Woodcock The Gig Economy - Jamie looks 
at the gig economy, discussing how work is changing 
and how workers are responding. He is a senior 
lecturer at the Open University 

Sunday 28th February - 6.30pm
Ralph Dransfield: Meet the Producers Ralph  and 
his wife have been involved with Traidcraft  for 
many years.  In this talk Ralph will focus on their 
visit to Vietnam. 
Sunday 7th March - 6.30pm  Anniversary Lecture
(140 years since the opening of our Hall)
Emma Wadsworth-Jones: 'Humanists at Risk'. 
Emma is the Humanists At Risk Coordinator of 
Humanists International. 

Sunday 14th March - 6.30pm
International Women’s Day lecture 
Yasmin Rehman: Fundamentalisms and the 
consequences for Women’s Rights Yasmin is a 
feminist, human rights activist and researcher. She is 
currently CEO at JUNO Women’s Aid  in Nottingham. 

Sunday 21st March - 6.30pm
Bruce Wakerly: Reopening the Ivanhoe Line - The 
Leicester-Burton line was closed to passengers after 
the Beeching cuts of 1964. There have been several 
attempts at getting this line reopened over the 
years. 

Leicester Secular Society

LOCKDOWN LECTURES
join the meeting via ZOOM - login details:
https://us04web.zoom.us  
Meeting ID: 195 450 481 Password: 019219

The National Secular Society is running an appeal for 

money to restore the grave of its founder Charles 

Bradlaugh. The memorial in Brookwood Cemetery, 

Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 

incomplete memorial  as it is today.

In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 

grandson) told reporters that delegates attending the 

international congress the World Union of Freethinkers  

were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 

surmounts the Bradlaugh tomb had been removed, 

apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 

monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html



15Leicester Secularist 

Ester Kincová works for the Transform 

Drugs Policy Foundation which aims to 

educate policymakers on the issue of 

drugs, to advocate alternatives to 

prohibition and to provide a voice for 

those who are directly affected.

Sixty years ago a UN convention 

p r o p o s e d  c r i m i n a l i s i n g  t h e  

possession of drugs with the 

objective of reaching a drug-free 

world and ten years later President 

Nixon declared a war on drugs. The 

UK Misuse of Drugs Act was passed 

in 1971. In fact while billions of 

dollars have been spent, drug use 

has increased and  deaths are at 

record levels. Prohibition has 

threatened public health, peace, 

development and human rights 

while encouraging crime and 

environmental damage.

Anyone's Child  is a campaign 

supported by Transform, an 

international network of families 

whose lives have been wrecked by 

current drug laws and are now 

campaigning to change them.  Ester 

showed a video in which Ray 

Lakeman spoke of his two sons who 

had died of an overdose of MDMA 

(or ecstasy), which would not have 

happened, he argued, if the supply 

of drugs were regulated.

Regulation is distinct from simply 

liberalising or relaxing the law. 

Recreational drugs are harmful and 

the aim must be to reduce the harm, 

so in the system proposed by 

Transform there would be no 

commercial promotion of drugs (as 

there has been with tobacco and 

alcohol). Riskier drugs would have 

stricter controls, but the extreme of 

total legal prohibition is the radical 

policy that has been found not to 

work.  Regulation would cover the 

production of drugs, the products 

available, the vendors and outlets 

that might supply them and the 

users themselves. Drugs for medical 

use are already regulated, available 

only through registered pharmacies 

and not advertised to the general 

public. This is a model which could 

be followed.

T h i s  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  

liberalisation of the law on cannabis 

in some US states, where there is 

commercial promotion, contrary to 

proposals from the UN. At present, 

cocaine is sold in the form of coca tea, 

as powder and as crack, with 

increasing levels of risk. Crack 

would not be available for retail sale, 

only to be consumed under 

supervision where treatment could 

be given. Just as packaging for 

cigarettes is now controlled to 

reduce their appeal, Transform has 

devised packaging for cocaine 

powder, using yellow as an 

unappealing colour and with 

information about consumption and 

risks.

Several countries have liberalised 

the law on cannabis, such as 

Uruguay, South Africa and Canada 

and several more are considering 

doing so. Colombia may institute 

regulation for cocaine. In contrast, 

the UK continues with hardline 

enforcement, with record deaths, an 

expanding market now making use 

of  county l ines  despite  the 

lockdown, and with poor services 

for treatment of addicts. Ethnic 

minorities suffer particularly badly 

from the effects of the policy. There 

are schemes for safe consumption of 

drugs and for treatment of overdoses 

us ing Naloxone (which can 

temporarily reverse the effects of an 

overdose caused by opioids such as 

heroin, methadone or fentanyl) but 

these are not allowed by the current 

law. In contrast Portugal introduced 

decriminalisation of all drugs for 

personal use twenty years ago, 

leading to fewer deaths.

After 50 years of the Misuse of Drugs 

Act there was a debate in Parliament 

on 17th June. Speakers from Labour, 

the Conservatives, the SNP and the 

Lib Dems all took the opportunity to 

set out why the Act had failed, and 

why it needed to be reviewed  and 

over 50 MPs signed a statement 

calling for reform. The government 

appointed Professor Dame Carol 

Black to undertake a review of the 

illegal drugs market and of the action 

by the police and other agencies to 

control it. She reported in 2020.  It is 

estimated that the UK drugs market 

is worth £9bn annually and causes 

harms of over £19bn.

A second part of the review is to 

follow, however, Dame Carol was 

prevented from considering the role 

of the legal framework in creating, 

exacerbating or mitigating the harms 

her reports address. It remains to be 

seen whether the government will be 

suf f i c ient ly  open-minded to  

reconsider total prohibition as the 

basic principle of the Misuse of Drugs 

Act. MPs are reluctant to take up the 

issue for fear of public reaction, 

though there is need for a poll to 

determine what that would really be. 

Transform has a template letter 

which constituents might use to write 

to their MPs (though individual 

wording is more effective) and a 

lobby of Parliament is planned for 

27th October.

Drug Policy Reform
Anthony Matthew

This talk was given by Ester Kincová 

via Zoom on 4th July 2021
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Sunday 31st January - 6.30pm
 Alan Desmond: A Matter of Time: Should 
Unlawfully Present Migrants Be Deported or 
Allowed to Remain? 
This talk will investigate if allowing unlawfully 
resident migrants to remain is preferable to states’ 
preferred policy of pursuing deportation. Alan 
Desmond is a lecturer at the University of Leicester 

Sunday 7th February - 6.30pm
Stuart Warburton: A View from the Lounge – A 
Medieval Coalmine in Leicestershire The talk will 
examine the archaeology, artefacts, the 
construction of the mine shaft and workings it 
served.  He will look at the working conditions of 
the miners, their life style and the clothes they 
wore. Stuart is a retired Museum Curator.

Sunday 14th February - 6.30pm
Darwin Day lecture 
George Beccaloni: 'Alfred Russel Wallace and 
Natural selection: the real story'

Sunday 21st February - 6.30pm
Dr Jamie Woodcock The Gig Economy - Jamie looks 
at the gig economy, discussing how work is changing 
and how workers are responding. He is a senior 
lecturer at the Open University 

Sunday 28th February - 6.30pm
Ralph Dransfield: Meet the Producers Ralph  and 
his wife have been involved with Traidcraft  for 
many years.  In this talk Ralph will focus on their 
visit to Vietnam. 
Sunday 7th March - 6.30pm  Anniversary Lecture
(140 years since the opening of our Hall)
Emma Wadsworth-Jones: 'Humanists at Risk'. 
Emma is the Humanists At Risk Coordinator of 
Humanists International. 

Sunday 14th March - 6.30pm
International Women’s Day lecture 
Yasmin Rehman: Fundamentalisms and the 
consequences for Women’s Rights Yasmin is a 
feminist, human rights activist and researcher. She is 
currently CEO at JUNO Women’s Aid  in Nottingham. 

Sunday 21st March - 6.30pm
Bruce Wakerly: Reopening the Ivanhoe Line - The 
Leicester-Burton line was closed to passengers after 
the Beeching cuts of 1964. There have been several 
attempts at getting this line reopened over the 
years. 

Leicester Secular Society

LOCKDOWN LECTURES
join the meeting via ZOOM - login details:
https://us04web.zoom.us  
Meeting ID: 195 450 481 Password: 019219

The National Secular Society is running an appeal for 

money to restore the grave of its founder Charles 

Bradlaugh. The memorial in Brookwood Cemetery, 

Surrey used to include a fine bronze bust by the 

sculptor Francis Verheyden, but this has been stolen 

twice. The pedestal also included a bronze wreath 

which has also been stolen. The image above shows the 

incomplete memorial  as it is today.

In 1938, Mr. C. Bradlaugh Bonner, (Bradlaugh’s 

grandson) told reporters that delegates attending the 

international congress the World Union of Freethinkers  

were to have inspected the bust. “The visit to the tomb was 

the last part the conference," he said, "and when the party 

arrived they found that during the night the bust which 

surmounts the Bradlaugh tomb had been removed, 

apparently by skilled hands. The bust weighed about two 

hundredweight and was attached to the shaft of the 

monument by stone and concrete. Near the desecrated tomb 

we found a hand-drawn poster on orange paper. On It in black 

ink were the swastika symbol and an anti-Jewish slogan.”  A 

month later the bust was found under a bush on Albury 

Heath, 15 miles away by one of the Duke of North-

umberland's gamekeepers. It was then put back. 

During the 1960s, the cemetery was owned by a private 

company and fell into neglect. It was at that time that the 

bust was stolen again. Please make a donation today 

and play a part in making sure Bradlaugh's remarkable 

legacy is properly recognised, and the grave fully 

restored: https://www.secularism.org.uk/bradlaugh-

appeal.html
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The NSS has warned the Committee 

of Advertising Practice (CAP) and 

the Broadcast  Committee of  

Advertising Practice (BCAP) that 

proposed rules may "inadvertently 

have a detrimental effect on the public – 

including on the basis of their protected 

characteristics".

CAP and BCAP have launched a 

consultation over proposed rules 

designed to increase protection to 

" t h o s e  s h a r i n g  p r o t e c t e d  

characteristics" as defined by the 

Equality Act 2010.

The proposed rules say marketers 

and broadcasters "must have 

particular regard to the likelihood of 

causing harm" to vulnerable people 

and to characteristics including 

"religion or belief". The consultation 

document did not define "harm", 

saying it "is a commonly understood 

term".

In response to the consultation, the 

NSS said a religious person could 

argue they were 'harmed' by an 

advert that offended their beliefs. 

This could lead to censorship of 

depictions of people representing 

other protected characteristics. The 

NSS cited past examples of such 

censorship:

In 2010 the Advertising Standards 

Agency, the regulator which 

enforces the CAP code, banned a 

Antonio Federici ice cream advert 

(above) showing two priests who 

appeared to be on the verge of 

kissing because it was potentially 

"offensive to Catholics". The NSS 

warned such censorship fuels 

"homophobic social narratives that there 

is something inherently offensive, 

shameful and immoral about being gay".

The ASA banned a second advert by 

Antonio Federici featuring a 

pregnant nun. The NSS said the ban 

"reinforces social stigmas about 

pregnancy outside of marriage."

CAP's guidance on "religious 

offence" says marketers "should be 

mindful of how they portray sex, nudity 

a n d  w o m e n  i f  m a r k e t i n g  

communications, especially posters, are 

likely to be seen by people with strong 

religious belief." 

Singling out of women in connection 

to "sex and nudity", and suggesting 

that pictures of women should be 

censored, "helps to enable religious 

subjugation of women", the NSS said.

The NSS recommended that CAP and 

BCAP "re-consider the necessity of 

these additional rules" and "provide 

greater clarity" as to what is meant by 

'harm'. It said CAP and BCAP should 

make explicit reference in the 

guidance of the need to protect free 

speech and to avoid the harm that 

over-censorship of marketing and 

advertising materials can cause to 

people on the basis of their protected 

characteristics.

NSS head of policy and research 

Megan Manson said: 

"Equality law exists to protect 

i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  h a r a s s m e n t ,  

discrimination and victimisation, not to 

protect ideas or the interests of religious 

institutions.”

"Censoring adverts to appease religious 

interest can harm people on the basis of 

other protected characteristics, including 

sex and sexual orientation, by reinforcing 

regressive social stigmas. It is also 

corrosive to free speech, and in effect 

partly brings back the 'blasphemy laws' 

which were abolished in 2008.”

Proposed advertising rules may fuel 
religious censorship, NSS warns
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